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EMPEROR PRAISES WCC WORK 

IN HEALTH, EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (EPS) - His Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie I, 
welcoming members of the World Council of Churches' policy-making Central 
Committee for their second meeting in Africa, January 10-21, paid tribute 
here to the "far-sightedness and wisdom" of the work of the World Council in 
the fields of health, education and development. The Emperor said that 
"developing countries always welcome any technical and material assistance 


which may be offered to them in the spirit of brotherly and Christianlove". 


But, he warned, aid proferred by Christian organisations should be free from 
political and ideological motivation otherwise they betray the purposes of 


the Church of Jesus Christ. 


The opening session, held in the Africa Hall, seat of the Organisation for 
African Unity and the UN's Economic Commission for Africa, was packed with 
members of the Central Committee and Praesidium, their advisers and guests. 
Also in attendance were members of the Ethiopian Government and Church and 
representatives of the diplomatic corps. Present for the first time were 13 


youth advisers specially chosen by the member churches. 


His Beatitude Abuna Theophilos, Acting Patriarch of the Ethiopian Orthodox 
Church, which is acting as host to the WCC, told the Central Committee that 
it was appropriate that it should meet in Ethiopia, a country which first 
accepted Christianity more than 16 centuries ago. "Our membership of the 
World Council of Churches", he said, "signifies the close fraternal relation- 


ship which we have with other Christian churches in the world". 


Noting that the WCC was meeting in Africa, His Beatitude asked the Council to 
put its weight behind the oppressed people of the continent, and help heal 
the wounds that still continue to bleed. "We would at this point like to 
express our deep appreciation for the stand and positive action taken by the 
World Council of Churches with regard to those fellow Africans who are waging 


a genuine struggle against the shackles of injustice and oppression in 


Southern Africa", he said. 


Replying on behalf of the Council, Dr. Willem Visser 't Hooft, Honorary 
President of the WCC acknowledged the personal concern of the Emperor about 
the cause of church unity and expressed the hope that "the Christian con- 
victions of your young people may find new expression in the creation of what 


we have often called a responsible society". 
(more) 
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Earlier, members of the Central Committee, their advisers and guests, and 
members of the Council's staff processed in brilliant sunshine to Holy 
Trinity Cathedral for the opening service of worship, which was also attended 
by His Imperial Majesty. At the Cathedral they were greeted by bishops and 
priests of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church dressed in their colourful ceremonial 


robes. 


The service was one of intercession and the Word. Passages from the Old and 
New Testaments were read in English, French and German and the Litany was sung 
in Amharic. A choir drawn from the youth groups in the Cathedral sang 


traditional Amharic hymns. 


In his sermon, the Acting Patriarch, Abuna Theophilos described the World 
Council of Churches and the ecumenical movement as having a twofold task. 
"In the first place, there is the responsibility of working unceasingly for 
Christian unity in the world, whereby all those who call upon the name of 
Jesus Christ would become united in His One (hurch and lead the entire human 
race to its ultimate unity and perfection in Him. Second, there is the need 
for carrying on the saving work of Jesus Christ in all spheres of life in 
the world,in every age and place." 


EPS 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE CHATRMAN 

DELIVERS KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (EPS) - The World Council of Churches must find more 
meaningful terminology to express its worldwide fellowship instead of the 
traditional spiritual or social dimension, Dr. M. M. Thomas of Bangalore, 
Chairman of the Council's Central Committee, told that body on the opening day 


of its 12-day meeting here. 


Addressing 103 voting members, 41 advisers, 13 youth advisers and staff 
assembled in Africa Hall here January 10, Dr. Thomas proposed the geometrical 
term of a circle with radii extending from it which are kept in place by the 


centripetal pull of the centre. 


"The fellowship of churches which we are is centred in our common confession 
of faith in Jesus Christ", he said in this first major policy speech of the 
meeting. This centre should find expression not only in the number of theo- 
logical studies going on in the Council but in the extent to which every other 
activity is oriented to "our theological centre - the event in Christ - and is 


° 1 * " d 
brought under Christ's obedience’. (more) 
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Dr. Thomas asked the Committee to consider carefully three questions: (i) 

what is the centre or central concern of the fellowship in thought, life and 
activities? (ii) do the many aspects of the life of the Council radiate from 
and express this central concern, and if so how? (iii) do some activities of 


the Council give undue importance to things which are marginal? 


Among the radii stemming from the theological centre Dr. Thomas mentioned the 


Programme to Combat Racism and the dialogue with men of other living faiths. 


"The World Council's policy on racism has been clarified from the Evanston 
Assembly (1954) to the Central Committee in Canterbury (1969)", he said, "and 
there is explicit in it the Council's unanimous theological commitment to 
support a politicsof transformation of existing power structures and ideologies 


in situations of racial domination". 


Since the First Assembly at Amsterdam (1948) "the consensus of WCC thinking on 
war and violence has been clear: they are evils which Christians and churches 
must do the utmost to avert", he said. However, according to Dr. Thomas, 

the Council has not been able to develop a common mind on whether war or violence 
can be necessary "as a last resort to resist oppressive tyranny and violence in 
evil situations where all non-violent methods of change are illegal, unconstitu- 


tional or otherwise suppressed". 


He termed the WCC's help to the humanitarian, educational and social aspects of 
liberation movements "nothing more or less than the protest of the WCC against 
the status-quo ideology of viclence and an attempt to break the moral and 


religious sanctions behind it". 


On dialogue with men of other living faiths he said: "Here more than in any 
other field we need to define the centre of our faith where Jesus Christ as God 
and Saviour is alone ultimate and excludes all other gods and saviours and 
schemes of salvation, whether religious or secular". At the time he held 

it necessary to distinguish the ultimate centre from the penultimate area of 
symbols, ideologies, values, institutions and experiences of Christianity, 

other religions and secular ideologies "where interpenetration is necessary and 
possible and where our concern is to see how they may be redeemed from the spirit 
of idolatry and self-righteousness and from the inhumanity arising from them and 
transformed into expressions of the humanum and the common humanity of all men 
in Christ and bearers of the faith, life and message of the Church". 


Issues raised in Dr. Thomas' speech are being discussed at some length in small 
groups by all voting members and advisers, and their conclusions will be re- 
ported at a plenary session during the second week of the meeting. 

EPS 
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NON-VIOLENCE STUDY, OTHER FAITHS DIALOGUE 

HIGHLIGHTED BY GENERAL SECRETARY 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (EPS) - Churches that have been concerned about the World 
Council of Churches’ grants to liberation movements may have the opportunity 

to support studies on non-violent methods of social change, if a proposal made 
here by General Secretary Eugene Carson Blake is adopted by the Council's 


Central Committee. 


In his customary report to this 120-member policy-making body, the American- 
born general secretary also suggested that the Council as a fellowship of Pro- 
testant, Anglican, Orthodox and Old Catholic churches give particular attention 


to dialogue with the Jews. 


He enumerated two subjects for dialogue: (i) faith in God and. (ii) develop- 
ment, racial justice and world peace. Jewish/Christian dialogue "needs to be 
developed within the general understanding of dialogue with men of other 


faiths", he said. 


“The purposes of such dialogue", according to Dr. Blake, "include from the 
Christian perspective the exaltation of Jesus Christ, the identification of 
aspects of transcendent faith which are shared, the enrichment and enlargement 
of the Christian faith itself, and perhaps most vital today, the seeking of a 


world community based upon common humanity and common aspirations for God". 


Recalling that the last WCC Assembly in Uppsala, Sweden, had suggested a study 
on non-violence, Dr. Blake said: "Those churches which are particularly 
troubled by the Arnoldshain (Executive Committee) action could be asked to help 
us formulate a programme aiming at a new breakthrough of Christian understanding 


of Christian responsibility in a world of increasing violence". 


However, such a study should not be connected with the Programme to Combat 
Racism, Dr. Blake felt,"because of its moral and theological importance in its 


own right". 
In his review of events that had taken place since the Canterbury meeting, 


the general secretary mentioned both positive and negative results of the 


World Council's grants to 19 organisations seeking to combat racism. 


Positive results included: 

- more people have become more deeply involved in existential discussion of 
racism than ever before; 

- many men and women who had almost given up on the Church were given new 


hope by this action; (more) 
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- new interest was generated in the moral, ecclesiological and theological 
aspects of violence and non-violence. 

Among the negative results were: 

- the temptation for people within the churches to separate themselves and 
their church from the World Council; 

- advserse effects on ecumenical programmes in particular nations; 

- the tendency to divert discussion from the main issue, namely "the prevalence 
of white racism in the life and structure of the churches, the World Council 


of Churches and the world as a whole". 


Anticipating a full discussion of the anti-racism programme, Dr. Blake pleaded 
with Central Committee members to "listen carefully to those with whom you 
presently disagree... It is important in our debate and for the decisions 
arising from it that our own Christian community is strengthened, that the 
personal identity and integrity of each member is respected and that we avoid 


coercing one another by any use of power, whether of votes or finance". 


Dr. Blake said he favoured the new structure for the World Council to be proposed 
at this meeting and added: "It is acknowledged that the new structure could be 
differently proposed and that it envisages a process of implementation which, 

by its built-in flexibility, may be changed by experience and new needs, iden- 


tified even in the course of its implementation". 


If accepted it will mean, said Dr. Blake, that "this Central Committee believes 
that ecclesiastical power ought to be shared more widely in the churches and 
in the World Council than has usually been true in the past. The ministerial 
members of the Committee are asked to share their present power and the lay 
members are asked to be sure that they are not grasping for more power than 
they are able responsibly to exercise. In this spirit, the Community of the 
whole people of God will be more fully realized not only as represented in 

the churches but also in this Central Committee of the World Council and in 
its future assemblies and committees", Dr. Blake said. 


EPS 


MAJOR THEOLOGICAL ADDRESS 
GIVEN TO CENTRAL COMMITTEE 


Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, (EPS) - Two provocative questions were raised by the 
Greek Orthodox prelate Georges Khodre of Beirut in a major theological 


address delivered to the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 


meeting here. 
(more) 
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Speaking on “Christianity in a Pluralistic World", the Metropolitan of Mount 
Lebanon asked whether Christianity by its very nature is totally exclusive 
of other religions. And secondly, whether the Holy Spirit ever operated 


outside the confines of the institutional church. 


The Middle East prelate attacked the "juridical dogmatism" of theologians who 
ignored other religions saying they could be sustained only by ignorance. 
He challenged theologians to take up their obligation to the Truth, "to inves- 


tigate the authentically spiritual life of the unbaptized". 


The Western Church's view of world history as primarily dominated by the history 
of the West tended to disregard the other religions as ahistorical and therefore 
insignificant until they entered the stream of Western history, which alone 

was thought to be true world history. And salvation was said to come to man- 


kind only by entering the stream of Western history. 


He argued that we must go beyond the idea of "salvation history" if we are to 
rediscover the true meaning of the Incarnation. "The economy of Christ is 
not limited to its historical unfolding", he said, "but rather...it makes us 


participants in the very life of God". 


This life of God is the Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of power, wisdom and 
freedom, and is not tied to any particular event or institution. He was at 
work even before the Incarnation, from the very beginning of creation. tt-138 


Christ and the Holy Spirit who are at work in the other religions. 


"Tt is Christ alone who is received as light", he said, "when grace visits a 
Brahmin, a Buddhist or a Muslim reading his own scriptures". This "salvation 
outside the historical Church" is the outcome of the Resurrection, and does 


not contradict the uniqueness of Christ. 


This understanding will enable Christians to enrich their own Christian experi- 
ence from the manifold riches of "a universal religious community" without 
abandoning their firm hold on Christ and his Church, he said. It will help 
them to approach adherents of other religions as human beings, without any 
confessional pride or sense of superiority. Only in this frame of mind 

can communication of the Gospel truly take place. 


EPS 
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ETHIOPTAN CHURCH CONSIDERS 

NATION'S DEVELOPMENT NEEDS 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (EPS) - For the first time in Ethiopia's history, officials 
of Church and State recently examined together the economic and social needs 

of their country and the contribution the Ethiopian Orthodox Church could make 


to its development. 


Representatives of seven Government ministries, the Planning Commission and 
other interested organisations conferred here, January 5-6, with church officers. 
Their consultation was sponsored by the local Inter-Church Aid Committee and 
the World Council of Churches’ Commission on the Churches‘ Participation in 


Development (CCPD) headed by Mr. C. I. Itty. 


After looking at the human and financial resources of the Ethiopian Church 
together with national needs, the consultation recommended that the Patriarchate 
set up a Development Office and create a Development Fund to which both it and 
the local churches would give 2% of their income. Church members and others 
would be asked to pledge one day's salary. The group also recommended a 
functional education system for the clergy to encourage "progressive attitudes" 


in agriculture and education. 


In an opening address, the Minister for Planning, Ato Belai Abbai, said that 
major national needs include land reform to stimulate greater productivity of 
this predominantly agricultural country, a broad-based adult literacy cam- 
paign to spur production and basic health services and health education, 
particularly in rural areas. "The Ethiopian Orthodox Church and its clergy", 
he said, "could play an important part in changing attitudes, widening horizons 


and stimulating into activity its large number of followers through the land". 


The chairman of the meeting, Prof. Mesfin Wode Mariam of Haile Selassie I 
University, summed up the result of the meeting thus: "Heretofore the Church 
has been as a conservative institution, the depository and defender of national 
identity. This discussion on its role in development gives hope that it can 
be activated for positive ends." 


EPS 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
TO MEET IN BULGARIA 


Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (EPS) - The next meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
WCC will be in Bulgaria, in September, it was announced here this week. The 
committee, which normally convenes twice a year, met here to review the pro- 
grammes and reports of the World Council of Churches prior to the meeting of the 
Central Committee which is now taking place- io, 
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NEW WORLD COUNCIL STRUCTURE 
DEBATED BY CENTRAL COMMITTEE 


Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (EPS) - A new structure for the World Council of 
Churches to help it meet the challenges confronting the Christian Church 
in the latter part of the 20th century is under consideration by the 
Central Committee meeting here. 


A 60-page report delivered by United Methodist Bishop James K. Mathews on 
behalf of the Structure Committee recognised the "current crises in the 
Christian faith and in the life of the Church" and suggested changes in 
the pattern and method of ecumenical work. 


After an hour's discussion the report was referred to a reference committee. 
Final action is due by January 21. 


Major changes suggested in the report concern the composition of World 
Council assemblies and grouping programme activities of the Council into 
three major units (November issue, EPS This Month). 


At the suggestion of a special reacting group, the Structure Committee opened 
its report with a section entitled "The Churches’ Spiritual Life" underlining 
the importance of worship in the total life of the Council. It asked the 
new Programme Unit I on Faith and Witness to undertake a survey on the nature 
of the spiritual crisis in the life of Christians and to assist member 
churches face this crisis. 


Debate on assembly composition centres on whether 75 per cent or 85 per cent 
of the delegates shall be nominated directly by the churches, with the re- 
maining 25 per cent or 15 per cent of the delegate places going to certain 
smaller churches so as to take account of the geographical situation, the 
size of churches and representation for lay persons, women, young people and 
specialists. 


All delegates shall be appointed by the member churches under the new structure. 


The Assembly's basic legislative function is re-affirmed. However, the 
Central Committee is given more responsibility in detailed policy-making, 
implementation of Assembly directives and periodic review of programmes and 
activities. 


The three major programme units proposed by the 16 member Structure Committee 
after four week-long sessions over the past 18 months are: Faith and Witness, 
Justice and Service, Education and Communication. By combining seemingly 
incompatible functions within a single unit, the Structure Committee hoped 

to “harness the creative tension for more effective mission", according to 
Bishop Mathews. 


It is hoped that programme unit committees, including a large proportion 
of Central Committee members, can be appointed by January 1, 1972, with 
full implementation of the new structure by 1975. 


EPS 
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WCC's ANTI-RACISM GRANTS APPROVED 

BY CENTRAL COMMITTEE VOTE 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (EPS) - The 120-member Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches approved on January 18 the financial grants already 
made to 19 organisations of racially oppressed peoples, including five 


liberation movements in Southern Africa. 


The Central Committee, after 34 hours of plenary discussion, agreed without 
a dissenting vote that the grants made by the much smaller Executive 
Committee at Arnoldshain last September were "in accord with the Programme 
to Combat Racism" which the Central Committee itself had authorized 18 


months ago at Canterbury, England. 


At the same time the Central Committee stated: "The World Council of Churches 


does not and cannot identify itself completely with any political movement". 


The vote of approval came after Miss Peggy Ashby, a youth adviser from 
Guyana, had urged committee members not to hold up their hands in favour 
if they were not prepared to give "full and honest support" to the Programme 


to Combat Racism upon their return home. 


A new appeal will be made to the 239 member churches asking their support 
for the Special Fund to Combat Racism, originally set by Canterbury at a 
minimum of $500,000. Contributions received to date or promised total 


$338,000 including $200,000 from the WCC's reserves. 


On the motion of Bishop Kaare Stoylen of Norway, it was re-iterated that the 
Executive Committee had received assurances from all organisations granted 
funds that they will not use the money received for military purposes but 
only for "activities in harmony with the purposes of the World Council of 


Churches and its divisions". 


The Central Committee also asked the staff to bring special projects and 


programmes to the attention of the member churches for their support. 


Noting that the question of violence cannot be fully discussed or resolved 
in the context of racial issues, the Central Committee welcomed the news 
that a WCC study on violent and non-violent methods of social change was 
planned. If was specifically stated that such a study should go into ways 
and means of preventing "the use of violence by those sustaining the status 


quo when confronted by non-violent actions and demonstrations", 


(more) 
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A key paragraph in the resolution passed on the Programme to Combat Racism 
urged the member churches to "investigate and analyse the military, political, 
industrial and financial systems of their countries, to discover and identify 
the involvement and support provided by these systems in the perpetuation 


of racism and racial discrimination" in both domestic and foreien olicies. 
gn p 


Strategies and action programmes to redirect these systems so that they 
might comtribute to the elimination of racism could then be developed, the 


Central Committee said, either by one church or churches working together. 


The Committee also welcomed the invitation extended by South African churches 
for consultation on joint strategy and action. Several South African 
churches had earlier said they could not approve the WCC's anti-racism grants 


until they received a fuller explanation from the Council's staff. 


The Special Fund is only a small part of the total Programme to Combat Racism, 
which includes fact-finding research on the proposed Kunene Dam project in 
Southern Angola and the Aboriginal problem in Australia, as well as symposia 
on land rights in Alaska, the USA and Latin America and the Indian problem 


in Latin America. 


Inter-racial teams of inquiry may be used to help churches in a particular 
area deepen their understanding of local race problems and set these in 

the larger world context. They will also express “ecumenical commitment 
with all those engaged in the struggle for racial justice" and recommend to 


the churches humanitarian services to support the goals of these groups. 


The Central Committee stressed the need for better communication between the 
World Council of Churches and church members on the local level. To this 
end a pastoral letter will be drafted explaining to church members the con- 
victions which led the Central Committee and the Executive Committee to their 
controversial decisions. Another Central Committee document is due to 
suggest ways of facilitating the communication of various WCC actions. 


EPS 


WORLD COUNCIL REQUESTS 
NO ARMS TO SOUTH AFRICA 


Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (EPS) - The Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches decided unanimously on January 18 to request British Prime Minister 
Edward Heath not to resume the sale of arms to South Africa. 


(more) 
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Meeting in the Africa Hall here, the 120-member Central Committee instructed 
its General Secretary, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, to cable Mr. Heath "appealing 
to him urgently not to resume the sale of arms to the Republic of South 


Africa”. 


The committee was acting on a proposal presented by the Rev. George Balls of 
the Church of Scotland, which also commended the efforts of the British 


churches to persuade their government not to sell arms to South Africa. 


Dr. Blake was also instructed to write to World Council member churches in 
France urging them to convey to President Pompidou the Central Committee's 


serious concern about "the continuing sale of arms by France to South Africa". 


. 


The President of the Organisation of African Unity, Dr. Kenneth Kaunda of 
Zambia, was informed of the cable to Mr. Heath. 


EPS 


AID TO CHURCH UNITY EFFORTS 

APPROVED BY CENTRAL COMMITTEE 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (EPS) - The urgency of overcoming present divisions 

among Christian churches was underscored by the Central Committee of the 

World Council of Churches and "warm approval" given to a proposal to include 
among the purposes of the World Council "the common search for a fuller measure 


of unity". 


"While committed to the goal of the unity of the Church, the Council does not 
espouse any one form of union", it was stated. "The authority for any con- 
crete steps regarding unity or union rests with the churches themselves", 


the Central Committee said. 


"Even so, there is such strong and widespread concern for visible unity, and 
efforts to achieve it are so much interrelated that the Commission on Faith 
and Order is encouraged increasingly to offer assistance to the churches in 
their efforts to devise means of coordinating their ways of dealing with 


the relevant issues." 


The Central Committee held that the WCC's member churches, in order to over- 
come divisions and manifest the unity of the Church, needed to formulate as 
concretely as possible the commonly accepted goal. In this connection, 


the Committee noted that the suggestion made at the 1968 Uppsala Assembly of 


(more) 


nO. 2 > 2st danvary, 1971 5 


"a genuinely universal council" has "provoked a developing interest". It 
asked the Faith and Order Commission at its next meeting in August 1971 to 


define more clearly the precise meaning of this term. 


In other eens related to Christian unity, the Central Committee: 

~- approved the appointment of a WCC staff member who would give full time 
to the common agenda of united churches and union committees, if financing 
can be found; 

~ welcomed the word that the annual conference of world confessional families 
was undertaking, with the Faith and Order Commission, a thorough analysis 
of the many bilateral conversations between the church families; 

- approved a procedure for getting agreement among all world Christian 
bodies leading to the fixing of a common date for Easter, probably a 
set Sunday in April; 

- gave its blessing to plans for the August 1971 meeting of the Faith and 
Order Commission at Louvain, Belgium on the theme "The Unity of the Church 
and the Unity of Mankind". 

EPS 

SPIRITUAL LIFE HIGHLIGHTED 

IN NEW WORLD COUNCIL STRUCTURE 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (EPS) - A survey of the roots of the spiritual crisis in 

the life of many Christians today will be undertaken by the World Council of 

Churches as part of the increasing emphasis placed on worship and spiritual 


life by the Central Committee meeting here January 10-21. 


At the same time all programme units of the Council were asked to assist the 
member churches with programmes and activities to "deepen the spiritual life 


of Christians". 


The Central Committee thereby completed formal action January 18 on a new 
structure for the World Council of Churches and expressed a rousing vote of 
thanks to the 16-member Structure Committee and its chairman United Methodist 
Bishop James K. Mathews which had held four week-long meetings over the 

past 18 months to forge a 60-page document scheduled to be fully imple- 
mented by 1975 (EPS No. 1) 

Other last-minute changes in the structure proposal will enable the Central 
Committee to allot 15% of the seats at the next World Council Assembly to the 


smaller member churches. The purpose is to achieve geographical balance and 


(more) 
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ensure the presence of lay persons, women, young people and specialists. 


All voting delegates will be elected by the member churches. 


Three programme units are called for in the new structure: Faith and 
Witness, Justice and Service, Education and Communication. Each will have 
a unit committee including a number of Central Committee members; it is 
responsible for general policy and budget proposals. These committees 
will be appointed by the Executive Committee before January 1, 1972. 

EPS 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE ENDORSES MERGER 

WITH WORLD CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BODY 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (EPS) - Two world Christian bodies will unite next 
July if the action taken here January 18 by the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches is matched with similar action by the world 


assembly of the World Council of Christian Education when it meets in Peru. 


The Central Committee's decision - termed "momentous but not controversial" 
- came in the form of approval given to the Plan for Integration of the 


World Council of Churches and the World Council of Christian Education (WCCE). 


Founded in 1907 the WCCE is now a worldwide organisation with the same con- 
stituency as the WCC. In the interest of churches, regional and national 


educational groups the integration move was initiated 10 years ago. 


In the new WCC structure approved immediately preceding the merger vote, 

WCC concerns will be cared for in Programme Unit III on Education and 
Communication. One function of the new unit is to develop ways by which 
persons and groups may be drawn into "creative participation in the movement 
of renewal". 


EPS 


VATICAN OFFICIAL SAYS MEMBERSHIP 

MUST INVOLVE WHOLE CHURCH 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (EPS) - Fr. Jerome Hamer, OP, secretary of the Vatican 
Secretariat for promoting Christian Unity, told the World Council of Churches' 
Central Committee meeting here that the reason why Roman Catholic membership 
in the World Council was taking so long was because "of the importance it 

has for us". 


(more) 
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"We want any eventual membership to involve the whole church, not just the 
experts", he said. "All parts of the church must be made more sensitive 
to the implications and that is why I emphasize ecumenism on the local 


level", he said. 


Recalling that Pope Paul on his visit to the WCC's Geneva headquarters in 
June 1969, had said the question of membership was not ripe for a "positive 
decision", Fr. Hamer said there were a number of questions still to be 
studied. Among them were the place of the search for the visible unity of 
the church in the World Council's order of priorities and whether membership 
would meet a felt pastoral need of the dioceses and parishes of the Roman 


Catholic Church. 


(A small group of representatives from the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church 
have been studying the issues raised by possible Roman Catholic membership 


since 1969.) 


He also reminded the Central Committee that it was for the Roman Catholic 
Church itself to decide whether or not to put itself forward for membership. 
The questions, he said, were not intended to call into question cooperation 
with the WCC, but rather to see what were the best forms that cooperation 
could take in the future so as to respect fully the identity of the Catholic 
Church. Dr. Lukas Vischer, director of the WCC's Faith and Order 
Secretariat and secretary of the Joint Working Group between the Roman 
Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches, introduced the third 
report of the Group noting that as collaboration increases so do the diffi- 
culties and questions. Increasing cooperation in theological study and 


questions of society, development and peace have all thrown a great prac 


tical and administrative burden on the WCC, Dr. Vischer said. An additional 


impetus and new structures are required if the ecumenical movement is not 
to "petrify" in its present form. 


EPS 


HUMANUM STUDIES TO FOCUS 
ON PARTICULAR PROBLEMS 


Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (EPS) - Moral issues in health care, the human impli- 


cations of genetical research and human concerns in population policy are 


among the points of concentration suggested for the World Council of Churches’ 


study on the Humanum. 


(more) 
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Canon David Jenkins, a leading British theologian and director of the study, 
outlined his plans in a major address to the policy-making Central Committee 
of the World Council here under the title "Towards one new man in Jesus 
Christ". Canon Jenkins expressed the hope that by concentrating on par- 
ticular human problems, "we shall discover and re-discover the true meaning 
of the truths of the Gospel and of our Christian tradition for and in the 


human problems we have to face". 


Drawing attention to the problems posed for communication and understanding 
by national and cultural differences, Canon Jenkins said that nevertheless 
"we cannot remain ourselves". The fact of plurality and the necessity 

for communication offers the opportunity to develop a communication with 
other men which becomes a communion, "a sharing in developing our common 
humanity beyond anything open to us in our limited and defensive particu- 


larity". 


The British theologian promised the Central Committee that the studies would 
be multi-cultural and sensitive to the fact that man is a language-using and 


decision-taking animal. 


Canon Jenkins will be trying to isolate and understand the types of decisions 
involved in three fields and draw out the values and beliefs which are implied 
in decisions actually being taken and those which ought to be brought to bear 


in these fields if the Christian faith is to be taken seriously. 


The problems facing the human race in the area of ecology and environment 
reveal the tension between overall human problems and the lives of individual 
human beings, said Dr. Jenkins. An electricity dam may provide power for 
the industrialist and light to the town-dweller but at the same time it can 
destroy the livelihood of a tribe of Indian trappers. "How can we live 
humanly with this tension", he asked, "and what would it mean to ‘live 


humanly'?" 


On the problem of population growth, he said a plan might be put forward to 
save the whole human race which would in fact mean the destruction of a 
particular tribe or race. "It seems that particular human beings are 
being sacrificed in the search for an overall solution to a general human 
problem", he said. 


EPS 
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GUIDELINES FOR DIALOGUE WITH OTHER FAITHS 

GIVEN BY CENTRAL COMMITTEE 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (EPS) - The World Council of Churches was authorised 
to arrange consultations between Christians and men of other faiths, accept 
invitations for dialogue, and participate in selected world religious 


meetings as a result of action taken January 19 by its Central Committee. 


Collaboration with Roman Catholic institutions having similar concerns was 


also suggested by the World Council's top policy-making body. 


Responding to a staff request for guidance, the Central Committee issued 


what it termed "an interim policy statement and guidelines". 


"This is no encyclical or doctrinal statement of the World Council", said 
Prof. Jan Lochman of Czechoslovakia, in presenting the composite report of 


a number of small groups. 


"Dialogue with men of other faiths and ideologies has become, together with 
structure and race, the central issue of the Addis Ababa meeting", he said. 
"There was no consensus about the content and theological context of dialogue 
among group members. Views differed radically. This interim statement 
summarizes our discussions and encourages our member churches to study the 
subject, comment on the paper and develop programmes suitable to their own 


circumstances." 


At the present stage priority may be given to bilateral dialogues of a 
specific nature, the Central Committee agreed. There should also be positive 
response to initiatives for dialogue from men of other faiths and ideologies, 


it was said. 


In the guidelines for World Council participation in world religious meetings, 
the committee gave preference to those called to grapple with major human 
problems such as justice, development and peace on regional or world-wide 
level. Also favoured were gatherings which represent the broad streams of 


the life and thought of major faiths. 


It specifically prohibited involvement in the organizational structure of 


world inter-religious organizations. 


The World Council of Churches through its constituent churches and the acti- 
vities undertaken on their behalf is already in relationship with people in 


different countries, according to the statement. Dialogue is a natural part 


of this relationship. 
(more) 
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"Christians enter into all forms of dialogue from the standpoint of their 
faith in Jesus Christ and their obligation to witness to hini", said the 
Central Committee. "Love requires us to recognise and respect the integrity 
of our partners who enter into dialogue from their standpoint of faith and 


commitment." 


Among the points noted about dialogue was that it has no single pattern. 
Each one has its own specific character and may raise different theological 


questions depending on the different partners. 


Because there was no overwhelming consensus on several theological issues, 
they were turned over to the Faith and Order Commission and the Division of 


World Mission and Evangelism for further study. 


These included the relation of God's salvation in Jesus Christ to his presence 
and activity in the whole world and in the lives and traditions of men of 
other faiths and ideologies. Also the relation between dialogue, mission 

and witness, and the way in which dialogue is to be understood and practised 


in the context of indigenization. 


"New criteria have to be developed for judging what are the responsible ways 
of expressing the Christian faith in different cultures", it was stated. 
"Dialogue is necessary to enable Christians to find out both what are the 
authentic changes which the Gospel demands and the authentic embodiment 
which the Gospel offers." 

EPS 


NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE NAMED 

TO PROPOSE BLAKE'S SUCCESSOR 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (EPS) - A committee of 18 persons has been constituted 
to nominate a new General Secretary for the World Council of Churches when 
the present incumbent, American-born Eugene Carson Blake, retires. Chairman 
of the Nominations Committee is the Rev. Dr. Jose Miguez-Bonino, 46, of the 


United Methodist Church of Argentina. 


In making the announcement the Central Committee expressed appreciation to 
Dr. Blake for his continued service as General Secretary and voiced regret 


at his proposed retirement. 


Quoting a letter from Dr. Blake dated July 8, 1970, the Central Committee 
noted that he would prefer to retire as soon after his 65th birthday (in 


November 1971) as was possible. However, he agreed to serve long enough 
(more) 
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to make a smooth transition in the transfer of responsibility. He expressed 
the hope that a new General Secretary could be elected by summer 1972 at 


the latest and take up his duties by January 1, 1973. 


The newly appointed committee was asked to report a nomination to the 
Central Committee meeting in summer 1972, after having invited suggestions 
from current Central Committee members, executive staff and secretaries of 


national and regional councils of churches. 


The Nomination Committee consists of: The Rev. J. B. Bokeleale (Congo) 3 
Principal J.R. Chandran (India); Principal Olle Engstrém (Sweden) ; 
Miss Jean E. Fairfax (USA); Mr. J. C. Kamau (Kenya); Prof. Jan M. Lochman 
(Czechoslovakia); The Rev. Dr. Robert J. Marshall (USA); Metropolitan 
Meliton of Chalcedon (Turkey); The Rev. Dr. Jose Miguez-Bonino (Argentina); 
Metropolitan Nikodim of Leningrad and Novgorod (USSR); The Rev. Dr. Ernest 
A. Payne (UK); Bishop Karekin Sarkissian (Lebanon); General T. B. 
Simatupang (Indonesia); The Rev. Dr. John Coventry Smith (USA); Principal 
T. Paul Verghese (India); Miss Pauline M. Webb (UK); President D. Adolf 
Wischmann (Germany); Archbishop Frank Woods (Australia). 

EPS 


STUDY ON NON-VIOLENT METHODS 

FOR SOCIAL CHANGE APPROVED 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (EPS) - The 239 Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox 
member churches of the World Council of Churches have been asked by the 
Central Committee meeting here to find funds to support a two-year programme 
of research into non-violent methods of achieving social change. The pro- 


posal dates from a resolution of the Uppsala Assembly on Martin Luther King. 


"A concern to clarify the nature of Christian responsibility in a world of 
violence has been one of the hallmarks of the modern ecumenical movement", 
said the Central Committee. Pointing to the fact that the debate has shifted 
from one being solely concerned with conflicts between nation states to 
include conflicts within nations, the Central Committee noted that churches 


have been increasingly involved in social justice programmes. 


The issue said the Central Committee, is a search for a more pertinent 
Christian criteria for evaluating alternative coercive strategies appropriate 
to the struggle for social justice. Priority is to be given to the discovery, 
evaluation and communication of action-oriented information and reflection 


in this area. (more) 
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A number of theological and ethical issues will be examined as part of the 

study: 

- the meaning of power in the light of human experience and Christian 
convictions about love and justice; 

- the dimensions of violence; 

- the state's use of "violence" as a preservation against anarchy; 

- the relationship between conflict and reconciliation; 

- the search for more adequate models of the humane society; and 

- the identification of the churches with or against any of the parties 


involved in social conflict. 


Part of the study will be devoted to trying to iron out the "semantic 
confusions" around words like "violence", "non-violence", "revolution" 


and "liberation". 


The staff of the WCC have also been requested to study ways and means of 
preventing the use of violence "by those sustaining the status quo when 


confronted by non-violent actions and demonstrations". 


The study will be the responsibility of the World Council's Department on 
Church and Society. 
EPS 


MAKE THEOLOGY MORE EXPLICIT, 

CENTRAL COMMITTEE REQUESTS WCC STAFF 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (EPS) - The social action emphasis of the World Council 
of Churches must be supported by "a deeper existential sharing in the spirit- 
ual inheritance of the Gospel" and the teaching of the Church, according to 


a consensus reached here on January 19 by the Central Committee. 


While acknowledging that theology has been spreading throughout the programmes 
of the Council, the World Council's top policy-making body agreed it must be 


made more explicit in the documents and actions of all departments. 


"Decisions in the realm of secular action must be strengthened", said the 
committee, "not only through formal worship gatherings but also through more 
faithful devotion to the unshaken centre and source of our Christian daily 
life, namely in our faith in Christ and our experience of our common calling 
to act together in the world". 


(more) 
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The Central Committee was responding to suggestions made in the opening 
days of its 12-day meeting by its chairman, Dr. M. M. Thomas of Bangalore, 
India, aed General Secretary Eugene Carson Blake. They had held that 
theology was the centre of the Council from which programmes and activities 


spread out like the radii of a circle. 


After considering carefully the reports of the two top officers, the Central 
Committee said that communication was a "very necessary task for the World 
Council in the coming years" and one in which all departments should colla- 
borate to improve their communication efforts. It pinpointed especially 
communication between the Council and local churches, with secular agencies 
going humanitarian work and with the public in general. 


EPS 
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The weekly issues of Ecumenical Press Service of January 14 and 21 contained news accounts of major 
events at the Central Committee meeting in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, January 10-21. However, these 
could not do full justice-to the reports of the General Secretary, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, and the 
Chairman of the Central Committee, Dr. M. M. Thomas, as well as several addresses. Excerpts are 
therefore reproduced herewith, although space is not available to reprint the full texts. A sun- 
mary of the Central Committee's actions is contained in a news round-up appended. 


A NEW ECUMENICAL GEOMETRY PROPOSED 


At Uppsala and since, we have been discussing the 
relation between the horizontal and vertical di- 
mensions in the work of the World Council of 
Churches. I think the horizontal work has all 
been done now. 


But it seems to me that another figure from geo- 
metry which has been employed from time to time 
in WCC discussions is more meaningful - that of 
the centre and the other parts of the circle, 
such as for example the radii, which extend from 
the centre and are kept in place by the centri- 
petal pull of the centre, and at the same time 
express or define the centre, and the periphery 
where everything is seen as marginal. So the 
questions we would ask are: 


(i) What is the centre or central concern of the 
fellowship in thought, life and activities 
of the World Council? 


(41) Do the many aspects of the life of the Coun- 
cil radiate from and express this central 
concern, and if so how? 


(111) Do some activities of the Council give mn- 
due importance to things which are margin- 
al? 


These are questions which are being raised by the 
world outside the World Council constituency and 
sometimes, as in the recent past, by parts of the 
WCC membership itself. We should be grateful to 
them, for these are questions the Central Commit- 
tee must ask itself as it seeks to evaluate the 
policies it lays down and the programmes it asks 
the Executive Committee and the staff to imple- 
ment. 


The distinctions between the centre, the radius 
and the periphery become increasingly important 
as the Council seeks, under the mandate of the 
Uppsala Assembly, to enlarge the circle, on the 
one hand, and to become more militant on the 
other. 


The Editor 


The Council, which began with an overwhelming 
predominance of churches of the established 
Protestant traditions from Western Europe and 
North America, has now in its fold not only most 
of the Orthodox churches and many of the church- 
es of Africa, Asia and Latin America related to 
established Protestant missions but...churches 
which are deeply oriented toward indigenous 
African culture and/or Pentecostal spirituality. 
This expansion of membership has brought into 
the circle of the World Council the human hopes 
and despair of the countries and cultures in 
all parts of the wide world in the midst of 
which the churches struggle to witness to their 
faith and life in Christ. This is what I mean 
by the enlargement of the circle. 


Along with this has come to the World Council 
membership, as expressed through the assemblies, — 
a new sense that the Council should not merely 
be engaged in the study of comparative ecclesi- 
ology, comparative theologies of mission and 
comparative social ethics as in the churches, 
but also must seek together to define more pre- 
cisely in the light of common faith their com- 
mon goals with regard to unity, witness and ser- 
vice, and within certain limits make the Council 
itself an instrument of the churches for mutual 
help and efforts to realize these goals. 


So we have through the assemblies a progressive 
definition of the church unity we seek, the evan- 
gelistic witness in which we are engaged and our 
responsibility for the defence of the human being 
in the world commmnity~in-the-making and an ever 
louder call to common commitment and action to 
realize them. This is what I mean by the new 
spirit of militancy of the Council.... 


Obviously, the centre of the Council is given in 
its Basis, according to which the WCC is "a 
fellowship of churches which confess the Lord 
Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the 
Scriptures and therefore seek to fulfill together 
their common calling to the glory of the one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit". The fellowship of 
churches which we are is centred in our common 
confession of faith in Jesus Christ and our 
(more) 


glorification of the Triune God...The central 
concern is theological - not in the sense of a 
reality apart from our total life, but of one 
which expresses itself in the pull which it 
exerts on the totality - Christ-centred and 
therefore seeking and acting. 


In fact, the centre of any circle is a very 
small, almost invisible point in relation to its 
radii and its total area; but its significance 
is that everything revolves round it. So also 
with the centrality of theology in the Council 
it should find expression not only in the nun- 
ber of theological studies going on in it (though 
it is most important to continue to clarify the 
truth and meaning of Jesus Christ whom we con- 
fess), but in the extent to which every other 
activity of the Council is oriented to our theo- 
logical centre - the event in Christ - and is 
brought under his obedience.... 


Uppsala 1968 highlighted this theological or 
theological-ethical basis of the struggle for 
human community at the local level as well as 

the world level. It affirmed the catholicity of 
the Church given in Christ as the source and 
criterion of the unity of mankind. Said the 
Uppsala report on 'Catholicity and the Holy Spir- 
it": "This unity of man is grounded for the 
Christian not only in his creation by the one God 
in his own image, but in Jesus Christ who 'for 

us men' became man, was crucified, and who con- 
stitutes the Church which is his body as a new 
commnity of new creatures...It is by this truth 
of man made new in Christ that we must judge and 
repudiate the tragic distortions of humanity in 
the life of mankind, some found even in the 
Christian commmnity"' (p. 18). 


The new theological advance here is that the 
principle of catholicity is offered as criterion 
not only of the life of the Christian commmnity 
but also of the life of all mankind. Thus the 
WCC sees that it is committed, in its central 
confession of Christ and his Church and as one 
of its essential constituent aspects, to a new 
ethics of catholicity by which "we must judge and 
repudiate tragic distortions of humanity in the 
life of mankind", 


It is this faith-ethics commitment that Uppsala 
considered the very centre of the Council's 
fellowship, because the unity of mankind is 
"part and parcel of God's own relevation" (p, 
320), This is behind the suggestion mooted at 
Uppsala that churches which deny the ethics of 
world commmity should be considered guilty of: 
heresy - not just of moral heresy but of clear 
theological heresy. And it seems to me that some 
Christians and probably some member churches may 
be finding it difficult to understand the cen- 
trality of this theological focus....All the 
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programmes of study and action in the World 
Council today are attempts to clarify the nature 
of this dialectical theological centre to which 
we are committed.... 


The Radii 


.++The WCC policy on racism has been clarified 
from Evanston '54 to Canterbury '69, and there 
is explicit in it the Council's unanimous theo- 
logical conmitment to support a politics of 
transformation of existing power-structures and 
ideologies in situations of racial dominatim. 


Since Amsterdam '48 the consensus of WCC thinking 
on war and violence has been clear: they are 
evils which Christians and churches must do the 
utmost to avert....But where the Council has not 
been able to develop a common mind is on whether 
war or violence can be justified as a last resort 
to resist oppressive tyranny and violence in evil 
situations where all non-violent methods of 
change are illegal, unconstitutional or other- 
wise suppressed. 


So long as there is no common mind at this point, 
and so long as such a situation exists in south- 
ern Africa, the Council cannot deny liberation 
movements there which may have resorted to illeg- 
al means its moral support or its help in the 
humanitarian, educational and social aspects of 
their programme of combating racism. In fact, 
such support is nothing more or less than the 


protest of the WCC against the status quo ideology 


of violence and an attempt to break the moral and 
religious sanctions behind it.... 


Recently many parts of the constituency of our 
member churches have been in serious dialogue 
with traditional or emerging cultures and reli- 
gions. The Asian and African churches, as they 
have grown to maturity and become new united 
churches or come together in regional councils, 
have been awakened to the need for shaking loose 
from the Western confessions and for finding new 
ways of confessing and commmicating the faith — 
and of expressing their common life in terms of | 
the thought-forms and life-forms of indigenous _ 
cultures, which have been traditionally shaped : 
by religious visions other than that of Chris- 
tianity, and which are now being reshaped by the 
impact of secular ideologies and Christian ideas. 
These churches are also called upon to partici- 
pate in the building of their nations and to 
work for common social and political goals in 
active cooperation with people organised in other 
religious communities and with parties and 
groups formed around secular ideologies. = 
(nore) 
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Similarly in Europe and the Americas the 
churches have been compelled to enter into dia- 
logue not only with the growing secular culture 
but also with the secular humanistic faiths of 
both liberal and Marxist persuasions which in- 
fuseritaas, \ 


Recently the World Council has organised under 
its own auspices conversations on faith and poli- 
tics with world Jewry, Muslims and Marxists. 

And as authorised by Canterbury, a consultation 
of Christians with representative Hindus, Bud- 
dhists and Muslims was organised at Ajaltoun to 
explore questions of inter-religious dialogue 

on Man and his temporal and ultimate destiny in 
the context of the struggle for world commmnity 
and increasing inter-religious contacts. Fol- 
lowing it, a consultation of theologians at 
Zurich evaluated Ajaltoun and explored the Chris- 
tian theology of dialogue. 


The form of the Church and of its mission and. 
service in the modern world are all involved in 
this exploration. It is more imperative than 
ever before that the WCC develop some guidelines 
for dialogue both for itself and for the member 
churches who are asking for them.... 


--.1 would say that the only effective answer to 
syncretism (understood as confusion between the 
living God and idols at the spiritual centre) is 
a proper positive theological approach to indige- 
nisation, cooperation and dialogue. And here 
more than in any other field we need to define 
the centre of our faith, where Jesus Christ as 
God and Saviour is alone ultimate and excludes 
all other gods and saviours and schemes of sal- 
vation whether religious or secular, at the same 
time distinguishing the ultimate Centre from the 
penultimate: area of symbols, ideologies, values, 
institutions. and experiences of Christianity, 
other, religions and secular ideologies where 
interpenetration is necessary and possible and 
where our concern is to see how they may be re- 
deemed from the spirit of idolatry and self- 
righteousness and from the inhumanity arising 
from them and transformed into expressions of 
the Humanum and the common humanity of all men 
in Christ and bearers of the faith, life and 
message of the Church.... 

M. M. Thomas 


(Dr. Thomas, director of the Christian Institute 
for the Study of Religion and Society in Banga- 
lore, India, is Chairman of the Central Committee. ) 


“IDENTITY, POWER, COMMUNITY" 
TS.GENERAL SECRETARY'S THEME 


In this report I propose to discuss some of the 
most important issues we are required to face 
here at Addis Ababa under the general theme 
"Identity, Power and Community"... 


Christians who enter into dialogue with men of 
other faiths must be men of Christian faitn them- 
selves. This underlines the importance of the 
efforts of the Faith and Order Secretariat to 
consider whether a more definitive consensus of 
common Christian belief.can be formulated on the 
basis of the theological work of. the ecumenical 
movement....for the World Council of Churches to 
foster dialogue with men of other faiths requires 
us equally to» deepen and strengthen the faith 
that is, in us. 


On the other hand, it is clear that true dialogue 
requires Christians to respect the identity of 
those with whom the dialogue takes place....This 
does not imply a relativising of truth, but it does 
imply a willingness to.listen as well as to speak 
in the faith that God does not require our de- 
fense so much as he requires our fuller under- 
standing and obedience. 


It is here that power becomes. relevant. When one 
party, to dialogue talks. from a position of over- 
whelming power (as for example in colonial days 
in India) the identity of the other party to the 
dialogue is threatened or destroyed. Christians, 
being a minority in the world, will do well to 
recognize this fact freely before the power situ- 
ation may be changed and the positions may be re- 
versed. 


The purposes of dialogue with men of other faiths 
include from the Christian perspective the exal- 
tation of Jesus Christ, the identification of as- 
pects of transcendent faith which are shared, the 
enrichment and enlargement of the Christian faith 
itself, and perhaps most vital today, the seeking 
of a world commmity based upon a.common humanity 
and upon common aspirations for God. Such spiri- 
tual commmity would hopefully become the basis 
of world-wide cooperation with all men for justice, 
freedom, equality and peace... 


Since the Canterbury meeting of the Central Com- 
mittee two meetings have taken place with the 
newly established International Jewish Committee 
on Interreligious Consultations. The roots of 
Christianity in Judaism, the shameful history of 
Christian-Jewish relations over the centuries 
and the religious aspects of the continuing con- 
flict in the Middle East combine to require the 
World Council of Churches to give particular 
(more) 


attention to dialogue with Judaism. And such 
dialogue needs to be developed within the gene- 
ral understandings of dialogue with men of other 
faiths, 


After a new structure has been approved by this 
Central Committee, it will be important to as- 
sign clear responsibilities within that struc- 
ture to do at least two things: 


i) To provide for continuing dialogue with rep- 
resentatives of Judaism on the subject of 
faith in God, 


ii) To provide an open opportunity for mutual 
discussion of agreements, differences and 
collaboration so far as may be possible as 
to the policies and programmes of the World 
Council of Churches and of the major Jewish 
agencies in the fields of development, ra- 
cial justice and world peace.... 


Combating Racism 


In view of the wide coverage by the mass media 
and religious press in much of the world, I do 
not need to inform you that the implementation 
by the Executive Committee of a part of the 
Canterbury Programme (to Combat Racism) —-namely 
the appropriation of $200,000 of the hoped for 
$500,000 Special Fund to 19 organizations, most 
of which are organizations of the racially op- 
pressed themselves and some of which are libera- 
tion movements in various stages of conflict with 
established white minority governments in south- 
ern Africa -- caused widespread questioning, 
discussion and controversy within the member 
churches and in the secular world. 


...I must say that the controversy has helped 
the Programme even though every controversy has 
negative results, the most important of which 
are the following. 


1. The controversy has been the occasion for 
people within and outside the churches to-sepa- 
rate themselves and their churches from the World 
Council of Churches as if "Geneva'' was fundamen- 
tally something other than a fellowship of the 
churches. All our member churches and especially 
their leaders, including members of the Central 
Committee, must somehow leam a better way of 
public stance and reaction when the World Council 
has made any decision controversial enough to 
cause public attention and which, as reported, 

is embarrassing to them. All of us are required 
by our common faith and mutual commitment to 
trust each other and the process of World Council 
decision-making more than was apparent in the 
weeks following the Arnoldshain decision. 


January 1971 


2, The second negative result was its undoubted 
adyerse effect on valuable ongoing ecumenical 
programmes in particular nations....on the whole 
the church leaders and peoples, white and black, 
in southern Africa haye revealed great courage 
and insight even though some of them have felt 
impelled for various reasons publicly to disas- 
sociate themselves from the particular action 
but nevertheless maintaining their membership 

in the World Council even against strong pres- 
sures to sever all connections with us. 


3. The third negative result has been the ten- 
dency in some quarters to divert the discussion 
from racism (which almost all agree is a critical 
ecumenical, ecclesiastical and moral problem) to 
various other subjects....these criticisms can 
too easily be an excuse to avoid the main issue, 
namely a discussion of the prevalence of white 
racism in the life and structures of the churches, 
the World Council and the world as a whole. 


Some good things have come out of the controversy. 


1. For the first time since Uppsala we have be- 
gun to get a widespread and serious discussion 
of racism. More people have become more deeply 
involved in existential discussion of racism than 
ever before. As one of those who has had as 

part of his responsibility the writing of nume- 
rous letters to the member churches on this sub- 
ject for 23} years with little response either 
positive or negative, I must welcome this result. 


2. All over the world there are Christian men 
and women who have been given new hope in the 
Church by this action of the World Council. 
These include many youth who are not yet fully 
alienated from the Church...and great numbers of 
Christians and potential Christians (waiting to 
be converted) who presently are suffering and 
dying under unjust laws of racist regimes and 
under the implacable and often violent and cruel 
enforcement of these laws. 


3. The final good result is the new interest it 
has generated in the moral, ecclesiological and 
theological aspects of the problem of violence 
and non-violence. 


Study ‘on Non-Violence 


At Uppsala there was a resolution passed calling 
upon the Central Committee "to explore means by 
which the World Council could promote studies on 
non-violent methods of achieving social change". 

(more) 
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Because of limitations both of time and finance, 
the staff would be the first to agree that up 
until now the World Council's response to that 
resolution has been inadequate. Now the support 
given to liberation movements for their humani- 
tarian work as apart of the Programme to Combat 
Racism has stimulated many of our member churches 
to a renewed discussion of the appropriate role 
of Christians and churches in relation to reyo- 
lutionary movements which are in violent conflict 
with governments judged by them to be both un- 
just and illegitimate.... 


I therefore call upon all of our constituency to 
examine whether, despite the financial limita- 
tions that restrict us, the World Council should 
embark upon a new programme in this area of 
Christian concern....Those churches which are 
particularly troubled by the Arnoldshain action 
could be asked to help us formulate a programme 
aiming at a new breakthrough of Christian under- 
standing of Christian responsibility in a world 
of increasing violence.... 


During the course of this meeting we shall be 
reviewing the whole Programme to Combat Racism 
as it was approved by this committee at Canter- 
bury and has been carried forward by the Execu- 
tive Committee and the staff in the 18 months 
since your action....May I plead with you above 
all to listen carefully to those with whom you 
presently disagree. It is important in our de- 
bate and for the decisions arising from it that 
our own Christian community is strengthened, 
that the personal identity and integrity of each 
member is respected and enhanced by the process, 
and that we avoid coercing one another by any 
use of power, whether of votes or of finance. 
Our common purpose should not be to win a debate 
but to struggle forward together in the combat 
against racism to which we are all committed. 


And as an aside, I suggest that an increased 
understanding of white racism and of racism and 
ethnocentrism in all their forms requires all of 
us to achieve an increased understanding, which 
is now available, of the possibility of a raci- 
ally pluriform world commmity made up of vari- 
ous respected cultural and racial identities, 
each with sufficient power to be able to parti- 
cipate fully and equally in the grave decisions 
which affect all mankind.... 

Eugene Carson Blake 


(Dr. Blake has been general secretary of the 
World Council of Churches since December 1, 
1966.) 


CHRISTIANITY IN A PLURALISTIC WORLD 


The end of the First World War brought about a 
greater sensitivity to world unity. Since World 
War II, man has lived a phenomenon of globalism 
which finds a major obstacle in the heterogeneous 
nature of religious creeds. This increasing 
need for unity dictates the necessity of dialogue 
if syncretism is to be avoided as a seemingly in- 
evitable outcome of the rebirth of religions 
with their common aspiration to the universal.... 
the question remains as to whether Christianity 
is, in its nature, as exclusive of other reli- 
gions as has been globally proclaimed up till 
now... 


The nature of Truth itself is at stake here. The 
spiritual life we lead is entirely different ac- 
cording as the Truth of Christ is confined to the 
limits of the historical Church, or unrestrained 
and scattered in the world. Love is otherwise 
lived, its content different, depending on whe- 
ther Christianity is exclusive or inclusive.... 


It is above all the authenticity of the spiritual 
life of the non-baptised which presents us with 
the problem of Christ's presence in them in its 
entirety....if obedience to the Master summons 

us to follow everywhere that his traces are to be 
found, we are obliged to investigate the authen- 
tically spiritual life of the non-baptised. By 
doing so, we raise the problem of the presence of 
Christ outside Christian history. The strikingly 
evangelical quality of many non-Christians bids 
us, moreover, construct an ecclesiology and a 
missiology in which the Holy Spirit has to occupy 
the supreme place. 


In the Book of Acts in the episode on Cornelius 
we discover ''in every nation he that feareth hin, 
and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him" 
(Acts 10:35). God 'in times past suffered all 
nations to walk in their own ways'' (14:16). 
"Nevertheless he left not himself without wit- 
ness" (14:17). There is among the gentiles a 
yearning to the unknown God, a search for the God 
who is near, in whom 'we live, and move, and 
have our being''. But this openness of the pagan 
world does not confer upon it any theological 
status, for the idols are not gods. 


Paul is categorical: the idol is strictly no- 
thing (I Cor. 8:4). The New Testament does not 
present us here with any innovation, as compared 
to the Old, in which the prophets treat paganism 
as an abomination. However, in the apostle's 
thinking, the Athenians worshipped the true God 
without knowing him as Creator. His face had 
not been uncovered to them. In other words, they 
were Christians who were not aware of their 
(more) 


Christianity. Paul gave their God a name, The 
Name with its attributes is the revelation of 
God. We find here a positive attitude towards 
the realm of the gentiles, which goes hand in 
hand with its total exclusion, inherited from 
Judaism.... 


On the other hand, a different style of apolo- 
getics tried to carry on the proclamation made 
to the Athenians, We can pick up its thread from 
Justin with his well-known idea of the Logos 
Spermatikos already beheld before the Incarna- 
tion. All those of have lived according to the 
Logos are Christians. This school of Apolo- 
gists and Fathers states that there is no truth 
independent of God's direct action. Clement of 
Alexandria depicts the whole of humanity as one 
and as beloved by God. He capitalises on He- 
brews 1:1 and says that it is to the whole of 
humanity and not only to Israel that the Lord 
spoke "at sundry times and in divers manners". 


Origen stresses the importance of philosophy as — 
the knowledge of the true God. A number of 
Christian doctrines do not differ, in his opin- 
ion, from the teachings of the Greeks. The 
latter, however, do not have the same impact or 
the same strength. But Origen's new contribu- 
tion lies in that he sees the traces of the di- 
vine in pagan religions as well as in Greek 
mythology. 


Saint Augustine in the West thought that since 
the dawn of human history, within Israel as well 
as outside Israel, men were to be found who had 
partaken of the mystery of salvation, and that 
what was known to them was in fact the Christian 
religion without it having been revealed to them 
as such. This whole trend in patristic thought 
could perhaps be summed up in the following sen- 
tence of Irenaeus: ‘There is only one God who 
from beginning to end, through various economies , 
comes to the help of mankind"... 


The Christian World 


Because of the armed struggle undertaken by La- 
tin as well as Byzantine Medieval Christendom, 
Christian ecclesiology became a historical eccle- 
Siology, that is, the Church has taken up the 
sociological shape of Christian nations. The 
Christian world in ‘the West as well as in the 
East was identified with the dwelling place of 
peace, of light and of knowledge. The world of 
the non-Christians was that of war and of dark- 
ness. Infidels, heretics and schismatics had to 
be brought into the Church through missionary 
activity, through proselytism, or through cul- 
tural colonialism when persecution and war be- 
come unacceptable, so that there will only be 
"one flock and one shepherd", 
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The Established Institutional, Church thus be- |. 
comes the centre of the world. The history of — 
the Christian world becomes history itself. 
What occurs in the experience of the West 
fashions history. The rest of the world re- 
mains a-historical until it adopts Westem ex- 
perience. Therefore the religions of under- 
developed countries that have not seemingly 
been influenced by the dynamics of creative ci- 
vilization -- such as Hinduism, Buddhism, 

Islam, and even Christian Orthodoxy, being at a 
historically inferior era -- will have to pass 
into a superior stage, to become historicised 
by adopting the Christianity of the hierarchi- 
cally superior type. 


This concept is based on the notion of the his- 
tory of salvation secreted within Protestantism 
during the last century and adopted by the whole 
of Wester Christianity ever since the last war. 
Too much emphasis has been placed on the pro- 
cess of salvation events. Christ appears thus 
as the end of the Old Covenant and the end of 
human history. The eschatological dimension 

of faith and the life of the Church thus tends 
to be stunted. God is indeed within history, 
but the divine event is no longer the unfolding 
of the mystery. This ecclesiology and this 
linear notion of salvation impose a clearly de- 
fined missionary approach. The Church is thus 
nearly exclusively put either to the service of 
a charitable and humanitarian action, or to 
that of a confessional and sociological re- 
covery of those who are still outside the body 
of the Church. Truth lies within the limits of 
this body, error outside it. Now, the remedy 
for all this cannot be found through the con- 
secration of coloured bishops or through the 
assimilation of a people's mores or its folk- 
lore, All this will remain a more subtle form, 
of spiritual imperialism. What is put into 
question here is the very theology of mission... 


Contemporary theology should go beyond the idea 
of salvation history in order to find once 

again the meaning of the onomia. The economy 
of Christ is not limited to its historical uw- 
folding but rather to the fact that it makes us 
participants in the very life of God. 


A Cosmic Covenant 


The above-stated economy is not new. It starts 
with creation as the manifestion of God's keno- 
sis. The cosmos bears the seal of God just as 
Jacob did after his fight with the Angel. In) | 
that world preceding the Law, God makes a cove- 
nant with Noah. Dialogue with the whole of 
humanity starts here in continuation with the 
first dialogue of creation. We are here in 
front of a cosmic covenant which goes on 
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independently of the abrahamic covenant. 


Within this covenant live the people who haye 
not known the Word addressed to the Father of 
believers. The Scriptures say that angels watch 
over them. The Saviour himself fulfils Noah's 
coyenant by giving it a salvatory significance, 
having become himself the true covenant between 
God and the cosmos. The messianic archetype is 
foreseen in the Old Testament figure who is his 
"shadow cast before'’. 


With Abraham's election, the election of the 
nations of the earth becomes clearer. They al- 
ready are in him the object of this election. 
Abraham accomplishes the first exodus by leaving 
his country. The second exodus will be that of 
the people wandering through the desert to Ca- 
naan till the day Jesus is nailed to the Cross 
like a stranger. Here Israel figuratively lives 
out the mystery of the economy. Israel, saved 
from the waters during her journey to the Pro- 
mised Land, represents saved humanity. It is as 
such the image of the Church saved through 
Christ, 3... 


This relation of significance with Christ is also 
applicable outside Israel to the extent to which 
the nations have had their own types of the 
reality of Christ, whether persons or messages. 
It is of little importance whether a religion is 
historical in its nature, or whether a religion 
considers itself incompatible with the Gospel. 


Christ is everywhere hidden in the mystery of 
his lowliness. Any interpretation of religions 
is an interpretation in Christ. It is Christ 
alone who is received as light when grace visits 
a Brahmin, a Buddhist or a Moslem reading his 
own scriptures. Whoever dies a martyr being per- 
secuted for what he believes is just, dies in 
communion with Christ. 


This salvation that is at work outside Israel ac- 
cording to the flesh, as well as outside the his- 
torical Church, is the outcome of the Resurrec- 
tion which fills everything with the fullness of 
Christ, The adyent of Christ in whom "all 

things consist’ (Col, 1:17) has brought the 
whole of humanity to its true expistence, Fur-~ 
thermore, it brings about spiritual outhurts, 
economies which can take charge of the souls of 
men till He comes, 


The Church keeps its entire mediation value. But 
the freedom of God is such that he can raise up 
prophetic vocations outside the sociological con- 
fines of the New Israel, just as he had raised 
them up outside the confines of the Old Israel. 
But these prophetic or sapient vocations outside 


the sanctuary possess a secret bond with the 
power of the Risen One and do not in any way 
contradict the uniqueness of Christ's economy... 


True fullness, however, is lived in the second 
advent. It is as the End, as the ultimate 


- meaning of things, that the economy of salva- 


tion comes to its full reality. The economy of 
Christ is unintelligible without the economy of 
the Spirit. 


The Spirit is present everywhere and fills every- 
thing by virtue of an economy distinct from 

that of the Son. The Word and the Spirit are 
called by Ireneaus the "two hands of the Father". 
This not only stresses their hypostatic indepen- 
dence, but also admits that the advent of the 
Holy Spirit in the world is not subordinate to 
the Son, is not a mere function of the Word. 
"Pentecost,"' says Lossky, "is not a 'continua- 
tion' of the Incarnation, it is its sequel, its 
consequence...creation has become capable of 
receiving the Holy Spirit". 


There exists between the two economies a reci- 
procity and a mutual service. The Spirit is 
another comforter. It fashions Christ within 
us. And since Pentecost it makes Christ pre- , 
sent. It interiorises Christ in the here and 
now according to the saying of Irenaeus 'where 
the Spirit is, there the Church is also''. The 
Spirit operates through its energies according 
to its own economy, and we could, from this 
angle, consider the non-Christian religions as 
places where his inspiration is at work. 


All those whom the Spirit visits are the people 
of God. The Church constitutes the first-fruits 
of this humanity called to salvation....At pre- 
sent the Church is the sacrament of this future 
unity formed by those whom it will have baptized 
together with those who will have been baptized 
by the Church's bridegroom, according to Nicho- 
las Cabazilas' wonderful expression. And when 
we partake of the Body of Christ we are united 
with all those whom the Lord embraces with his 
vivifying love.... 


The Christian Attitude 


If the bases of this theology are accepted, how 
do we define the Christian mission, as well as 

the concrete attitude of a Christian commmity 

towards a non-Christian commmnity? 


(1) An attitude of deep peacefulness and a 
gentle patience characterize the believer who 
knows that, within God's plan, the great re- 
ligions constitute training-schools of the 
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Divine mercy. This calls forth an obedience to 
the plan which the Holy Spirit is realizing, a 
waiting on the coming of the Lord, a desire to 
eat the eternal Paschal meal, and a secret way . 
of commmion with all men in the economy of the 
Mystery through which we slowly move towards the 
final accomplishment, the gathering up of all 
things in Christ. 


(2) There is a universal religious commmity 
which will enrich our Christian experience in so 
far as we are able to lay hold on what it offers. 
What matters here is not so much the historical 
and literally objective meaning of non-Christian 
scriptures, as the reading of the scriptures ac- 
cording to Christ....we can either reconstruct 
other religions with a purely critical frame of 
mind and a cold scientism as history and socio- 
logy, or spell out Truth in them according to 
the breath of the Spirit. 


(3) Within the confines of these same religions, 
a number of privileged individuals pass beyond 
the mysteries of their own faiths....We should 
read the deep intention of spiritual men beyond 
symbols and historical forms and relate their 
apprehension of divinity to the object of our 
Christian hope. That is to say, we should use 
the apophatic method not only to talk about God 
among Christians...but extend it also to our way 
of talking about God as he appears through the 
scriptures of the non-Christian religions. When 
trying to understand a man belonging to another 
creed we should not merely strive after a des- 
criptive knowledge of him in order to grasp him 
as a type of his own uniqueness; we have to 
treat the other as being for us a source of ed- 
ification and a place of epiphany. 


(4) Commmion is the necessary condition for 
communication. This is why, from the Christian 
viewpoint, no intercourse is possible without 

a conversion which banishes all confessional 
pride and all feelings of superiority, be it 
cultural or historical. This humility requires 
a Christ-like fulfillment through the other. A 
Christian comunity, purified by the fire of the 
Spirit, can expose itself, in its evangelical 
frailty, to receive and to give simply.... 


(5S) In this frame of mind commmication will be 
possible. Christ will be set forth on the basis 
of his humiliation, his historic reality and his 
words. It is not so much a matter of adding men 
to the Church. They will come in of themselves 
when they start feeling in it as if they were in 
the Father's home. The task at hand is to sin- 
gle out all the values of Christ in other reli- 
gions, to show them Christ as their ow posses- 
sion and his love as their fulfilment. 
Metropolitan Georges Khodr 


(Georges Khodr, a Lebanese, is Metropolitan of 
Mount Lebanon near Beirut, a diocese of the 
Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch.) 
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DIALOGUE AS A CONTINUING CHRISTIAN CONCERN 


Dialogue is part of the living relationship be- 
tween people of different faiths and ideologies: 
as they share in the life of the comunity. 
Christians in different countries are already. 
engaged in dialogue with their neighbours.  Fac- 
tors in contemporary historic situations and some 
of the theological imperatives of the Christian 
faith itself make it necessary that this con= 
cern in dialogue be continued. Therefore, one™ 
of the essential tasks before us now is to ac- 
knowledge this fact, consider its possibilities 
and problems, and draw out its implications for 
the life and witness of the Church in a plural- 
istic world. . 


What is the extent, of our involvement in such en- 
counters? What is the theological demand of the 
Christian faith that makes it part of our Chris- 
tian obedience as we live with men of other 
faiths? What are the inner resources that sus- 
tain us, the criteria that judge our efforts and 
the limitations beyond which dialogue ceases 

be faithful dialogue?... 


Invitations come with increasing frequency to 
the World Council of Churches to take part in 
world conferences of religion, some of which 
are called to deal with specific issues. Such 

a World Conference on Religion and Peace met in 
Kyoto, Japan last year from October 16-22. It 
was attended by 285 persons belonging to ten 
major religions and coming from 36 countries.... 
the main focus was on the practical possibilities 
of peace, a theme that was discussed in relation 
to three specific areas viz., human rights, dis- 
armament and development. The Conference mes- 
sage said that they had all come together 'in 
peace out of a common concern for peace'. 


The Ajaltoun Consultation on the theme "Dialogue 
between Men of Living Faiths", held on March 16- 
25, 1970 was authorized by the Central Committee 
at its meeting in Canterbury in 1969. It took 
the form of a conversation between Hindus, Bud- 
dhists, Christians and Muslims regarding recent: 
experiences and future possibilities of dialogue. 
The 40 participants came from 17 different. coun- 
tries. The object of the consultation was to» 
gather the experiences of bilateral conversa-\~ 
tions between Christians and men of the major» — 
faiths of Asia with the full participation of» 
members of these faiths, to experiment with a 
multilateral meeting and to see what could be 
learned for future relations between people of 
living faiths....It was the experience of the ©” 
consultation that something very new had been © 
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The keynote of the consultation was the under- 
standing that a full and loyal commitment to 
one's own faith did not stand in the way of dia- 
logue. On the contrary, it was our faith which 
was the very basis of, and driving force to, 
intensification of dialogue and a search for 
common action between members of various 
faiths... s 


There has been a series of dialogues between 
Christians and Marxists also. It is important 
to note, however, that ideologies like Marxism 
cut across the boundaries of traditional reli- 
gions, challenging their assumptions, question- 
ing their structures and demanding that they be 
more concerned with this world and human life. 
It would be unwise to form "a religious alli- 
ance" against ideologies in order to save and 


to perpetuate traditional religious institutions. 


But the questions raised by Marxism must be 
faced within the context of commmities where 
people of different faiths and ideologies seek 
to live together and look for resources to 
build their conmon life.... 


The fact that Christians -- Roman Catholic, 
Orthodox and Protestant -- are already in dia- 
logue with men of other faiths and are there- 
fore committed to accept its perils and pro- 
mises is obvious. This must be said even while 
noting that we are at the beginning of this 
venture and that therefore expectations should 
not be raised which cannot be fulfilled too 
soon but which require nurturing of newrelation- 
ships. Conditions that call for dialogue are 

to be found, however, not just in countries of 
Asia and Africa but also in the West. The pre- 
sence of settled conmmities of other faiths in 
countries that have been traditionally Chris- 
tian, large groups of migrant workers, thou- 
sands of foreign students and many teachers, 
people connected with international organiza- 
tions, the 'yoga' schools and 'centres' of some 
of the religions of the East in. the major cities 
of the world -- all these cannot be ignored. 


W. A. Visser 't Hooft rightly remarks, "The 
pluralistic world throws us all back on the 
primary source of our faith and forces us to 
take a new look at the world around us. Thus 
pluralism can provide a real opportunity for 
a new united witness of the whole Church of 
Christ in and to the whole world''. 


Theological Reasons 


The fundamental question is this: Why are we, 
as Christians, in dialogue with men of other 
faiths at all? It is not enough to be merely 
descriptive of our recent engagements or to 
give rragmatic reasons for our involvement 
With them in common human concern. These are, 
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of course, important and provide the context for 
our obedience, but our concern should not be 
determined by intermittent responses to the 
changing pressures of the world but in obedience 
to the Lord and in accordance with the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. 


There are at least three theological reasons why 
dialogue is and ought to be a continuing Chris- 
tian concern. First, because God in Jesus Christ 
has himself entered into relationship with men 
of all faiths and all ages offering the good news 
of salvation. The incamation is God's dialogue 
with men. To be in dialogue is therefore to be 
part of God's continuing work among us and our 
fellowmen. 


Second, because the offer of true community in- 
herent in the Gospel through forgiveness, re- 
conciliation and new creation, and of which the 
Church is a sign and a symbol, inevitably leads 
to dialogue. The freedom and love which Christ 
offers constrain us to be in fellowship with 
strangers so that all may become fellowcitizens 
in the household of God. 


Third, because of the promise of Jesus Christ 
that the Holy Spirit will lead us into all truth. 
Since truth in biblical understanding is not pro- 
positional but relational and is to be sought 
not in the isolation of lomely meditation but in 
the living, personal confrontation between God 
and man, and men and men, dialogue becomes one 
of the ways for the quest of truth. And because 
Christians cannot claim to have a monopoly of 
truth we need to meet men of other faiths and 
ideologies as part of our trust in and obedience 
to the promise of Christ. 


It is sometimes said that the word 'dialogue' is 
not found in the Bible and that therefore it 
lacks biblical authority. But God's dealing 
with his people and the nations, the very rela- 
tionship and obligations implied in the covenant 
both with Noah and with Abraham, the work of 
kings and judges, of prophets and priests, the 
book of Job, writings of prophets and some of 
the Psalms where people talk back and forth to 
God -- surely these do not suggest a one-way 
traffic of monologues from on high. 


In the New Testament too where we see different 
ways in which our Lord deals with people, the 
way of dialogue is not against the spirit in 
which he dealt with Nicodemus, the Samaritan 
woman, the centurion and his own disciples. 
There are occasions, of course, when he refuses 
to be drawn into discussions and when his pres- 
ence divides people; therefore one should not 
claim that everything in the Bible is dialogue. 
But the Bible gives considerable support to 
those who do not wish to be theological 

(more ) 
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bull-dozers trying to push through the jungle of 
religions and seeking to flatten mountains of 
ideologies, 


The Basis Is Christ 


The basis on which Christians enter into and con- 
tinue their dialogue with others is their faith 
in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who has become 
man on behalf of all men, of all ages and of all 
cultures. He is "the true light that enlightens 
every man"', the Word become flesh ''full of grace 
and truth'', the one through whom God '"was recon- 
ciling the world to himself". 


It is Christology, not "comparative religion" 
that is the basis of our concem. Our primary 
interest is not in “inter-religious conferences"; 
it is to be with Christ in his continuing work 
among men of all faiths and ideologies. Christ 
draws us out of our isolation into closer rela- 
tionship with all men....In his name people have 
gone to the ends of the earth as humble partici-' 
pants in his continuing redeeming activity in 
history. He releases us from all kinds of bon- 
dage, including bondage to the safety of the 
group which shares the same faith, in order to 


enter into full and free relationship with others. 


The quest for commmity today cuts across many 
boundaries, and persons of different faiths 
reach out to form new commmities of greater 
freedom and love. One of the ways in which 
Christians can be deeply involved in this strug- 
gle is through dialogue. Therefore dialogue 
should not be regarded as just a hurried, post- 
colonial attempt to rub off the smell of colo- 
nialism. Neither is it a tool to show our iden- 
tity with our neighbours through talking about 
their faiths and quoting their scriptures. Still 
less should it be considered merely an emotional 
reaction to a triumphalistic understanding of 
mission in the past. 


It is the expression of our faith in Jesus Christ 
in and through life in the commmity. "Christ 
is our peace who has made both one and has bro- 
ken down the dividing walls of hostility...for 
through him we both have access in one Spirit to 
the Father. So then you are no longer strangers 
and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with 
the saints and members of the household of God", 
says the apostle.... 

Stanley J. Samartha 


(Dr. Samartha, a minister of the Church of South 
India, is associate secretary in the Department 
on Studies in Mission and Evangelism of the 
World Council of Churches with special responsi- 
bility for Christian dialogue with men of other 
faiths.) 
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"TOWARDS ONE NEW MAN IN JESUS CHRIST" 


If we are to be serious rather than romatic 
about relating our particular humanity to our 
common humanity and to greater human possibili- 
ties, then we must face grave practical dif- 
ficulties with which history and present strug- 
gles make us all too familiar. Let me mention 
three obvious sources of these difficulties. 
First, most of us tend to experience the foreign 
neighbour as a threat. His or her difference 
from us puts questions to us which make us fear 
for ourselves.... 


To be human, at least in this life, we have to 
have particular limitations and characteristics. 
Both as individuals and as groups we have strict- 
ly limited capacities for facing or absorbing 
what is different from us and new to us. Too 
much strangeness does not enlarge our humanity, 
it destroys it....We are limited. That is part 
of our humanity. And we cannot deal with these 
limitations by repeating "Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself" as if it were an incanta- 
tion and not an invitation to the way of the 
Cross. 


Second, the foreigner very often is a threat in 
a perfectly straightforward fashion. He does 
not come as a neighbour but as our invader. His 
purpose is not commmication with a view to 
building up a commmity which will lead to a 
sharing of a mutually-developing humanity. Rather 
he comes to impose his own identity or simply for 
purposes of exploitation. Much of history and 
much of present practice shows us men forcing 
other men into situations of dependence. For 
men who are thus dependent and oppressed the 
only way of saving their particular humanity 
would seem to be to fight for their independence. 
It would seem to be far too early to attempt an 
interdependence between the particular humanity 
of such groups, classes or nations which is look- 
ing towards and working towards our common hu- 
manity. 


The third source of difficulties for working out 
a creative and dynamic relationship between our 
need to be our particular cultural selves and 
our need to live as related parts of one world 
is as follows. Humanity as a whole is faced 
with a set of common problems which tend to 
force us into a common mould. Let me illus- 
trate by taking the problem of population growth. 
In the world as a whole the increase in the num- 
ber of human beings who are either being born or 
remaining alive over larger periods of time is 
producing a huge and growing increase in the 
total population of the earth. The earth does — 
not have a limit-less capacity to sustain life. 
It therefore seems highly likely that the total. 
population will become greater than the capacity 
: (more) 
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of the earth to sustain it. From this it fol- 
lows that population should be controlled. 


But at the level of particular families, regions, 
tribes or nations the situation looks quite dif- 
ferent. Let us suppose, as is actually the case; 
that policies.and plans are devised by particular 
groups of people based on some particular judge- 
ments about the overall situation but designed 
to be carried out in particular areas. The im- 
pact of those plans on the families and larger 
social groupings in the areas of implementation 
may appear quite different from the intentions 
of those who devised the plans. In extreme 
cases a plan may be put forward as part of a 
policy to saye the whole human race from future 
destruction through the effects of over-popula- 
tion. The effect of this plan may be, or be 
understood to be, the destruction, or destruc- 
tively severe limitation, of an actual present 
human population of a particular tribe, race 

or class. It would seem that particular human 
beings and their future are being sacrificed 

in the search for an overall solution to a gene- 
ral human problem. Is this the proper relation- 
ship between human particularity and the build- 
ing up of a common humanity and a common human 
good?... 


Two Foci for Study 


I hope I have conveyed some sense of the rela- 
tivity and partiality, as well as the reality, 
of all human situations. Within the context of 
this awareness I would suggest two general no- 
tions about man which could serve as useful foci 
for the study of the human which we wish to 
carry forward in the WCC. These are the notions 


of man as a language-using animal and man as a 
decision-taking animal.... 


"Language-using" and ''decision-taking" refer to 
ways in which man stands out from and stands out 
in the world. It is by the use of language that 
men have the chance of creating a commmity and 
of developing a culture which can grow into the 
richness of a diversity of communion and com- 
mon living. It is by the taking of decisions 
that men can become free to build their own com- 
mumities, cultures and forms of communion and 
thus to become themselves because they are free- 
ly forming themselves.... 


Any hopeful view of man as a language-user_and 
decision-taker, however, must seem to be para- 
doxical, or even absurd, or perhaps idealisti- 
cally romantic in the light of the actual human 
situation, broken down into the multiplicity of 
Situations in which men and women live. Lan- 
guage is a barrier to commumication and an in- 
strument of domination. Political and social 
structures in every part of the world combine 
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with the global effects of science and technology 
to make the notion of man as a decision-taker 
more and more of a mockery. Moreover, this does 
not apply only to the poor and the powerless (by 
far the largest number of mankind). It seems 
very likely that "the powers-that-be" have very 
little chance of controlling the course of events. 
There is much talk about controlling this trend 
in population, checking that spread of pollution 
or guiding some development in technology, but 
there is very little evidence that mankind pos- 
sesses either the way, the means or the will to 
do any of these things. 


What, then, are the grounds for asserting that the 
notions of man as language-user and decision-taker 
are worth proceeding with? Why should I hold that 
they are creative tools for both reflection upon 
and action within the human situation?... 


Here we come face to face with another aspect 
the particularity of human living and another 
facet of the problem of the relation between 
this human particularity and the possibilities 
open to humanity as a whole. I am a Christian. 
What is the relation of that to the various ways 
in which other men who are Christians understand 
their Christianity in their cultural and other 
particularities? And what is the relation of 
the sum-total of the various embodiments of 
being a Christian to all the various ways in 
which men are seeking, hoping, failing and suc- 
ceeding in being human? I do not know the an- 
swer to either of these questions and I do not 
believe there will be one final and definitive 
answer until the end. 


But, as a Christian, I believe there is such an 
End. I believe that all the struggles, failures 
and achievements experienced in all the human 
particularities throughout history are capable 
of being redeemed from their negative aspects and 
fulfilled in their positive aspects in a cul- 
mination of human community and communion which 
I call the Kingdom of God. I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the future of mankind and that He is 
this future in such a way that all human living 
in its concrete particulars is being moved, can 
be moved or must be moved towards the one new 
man in Jesus Christ.... 


Particular Problems 


In proceeding with these World Council Humanum 
studies I propose, for the next stage, to con- 
centrate on certain particular problems. My 
belief is that by wrestling with particular hu- 
man problems that we shall discover and re-dis- 
cover the meaning of the truths of the Gospel 
and of our Christian tradition. 


But the considerations outlined below impose 
(more) 
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certain conditions and methods on these studies. 
They seem to me, also, to be conditions and me- 
thods which are relevant to our whole ecumenical 
enterprise. 


(1) The studies must be multi-cultural. Ways 
must be found of: taking the ecumenical dimen- 
sion of the human with full seriousness. Thus, 
much of the approach of this paper is in fact 
based on a Western approach to questions of iden- 
tity, self, persons and commnity. This approach 
needs full Asian and African criticism and col- 
laboration if the studies are to make any real 
contribution to our moving towards the one new 
man in Jesus Christ. 


(2) The studies must find ways of being sen- 
sitive to man not only as a language-using ani- 
mal and a decision-taking animal but also as a 
worshipping animal with dimensions of art, cele- 
bration and contemplation. 


(3) What may be called "a plurality of particu- 
larities" must be taken absolutely seriously. 
Further, we live in a world where men have not 
tried to take the living-patterns of other men 
seriously. Rather there has been, and still is, 
a tendency to impose the patterns of dominating 
classes, races or cultures and to ignore or des- 
troy other patterns. If the dominated, distorted 
or destroyed human patterns are to recover their 
authentic particularity, then they will have to 
struggle out of dependence into independence 
either as their contribution to a truly human 
inter-dependence or before they can make their 
contribution to such inter-dependence. 


Since we are trying to set human beings free to 
be themselves in their authentic particularity 
as a basis for moving forward to inter-depen- 
dence and mutual enrichment we must face the 
cost. The road to a consensus which is truly 
humanizing will be very often through confron- 
tation. If I am to be allowed to make a true 
offering of my humanity to your humanity, then 
I must be allowed to establish this humanity of 
mine. And there will be many painful and threa- 
tening situations involved. 


Similarly, the way to a humanizing reconcilia- 
tion will be through a realistic facing of our 
alienation and enmity. Premature reconciliation 
is neither human nor divine but simply a sub- 
human sealing-off of unhealed wounds. Any 
study or action concerning the human which is 
concerned to be authentically Christian and 
truly ecumenical will be both costly and un- 
certain. 


David Jenkins 


(David E. Jenkins, a Church of England priest, is 
director of Humanum Studies for the World Council.) 
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DIALOGUE, RACE AND FINANCE 
HIGHLIGHTED BY CENTRAL COMMITTEE 


Addis Ababa, Ethopia (EPS) - A new thrust in 
dialogue with men of other living faiths, com- 
plete agreement on a programme to eradicate _ 
white racism and a new-found fellowship high- 
lighted the 24th Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches which ended here January 21. 


Meeting in Africa Hall since January 10, the 
120-member policy-making committee countered the 
institutional and financial crises of the Church 
with speeches, statements and declarations that 
should usher in a new chapter of the modem ecu- 
menical movement. 


The committee, which determines World Council 
policy between general assemblies, was meeting 
in Africa for the second time (it met in Enugu, 
Nigeria in 1965) and gave accord to the role of 
the churches in the search for African unity. 


It also met its own financial crisis with a 
challenge to the 252 member churches to increase 
their contributions and suggested a cutback in 
programme and activity that would not hinder 

the progress and promise of the mandate given by 
the Fourth Assembly in Uppsala, Sweden, in 1968. 


Though a number of churches in Europe, Asia, 
Africa, Australasia and Latin America were 
received as members, the committee learned that 
future progress in relations with the Roman 
Catholic Church might not be as fast as the. 
past five years in which developments far out- 
paced expectations. 


The churches' concern for peace and justice in 
international affairs was evident in the com- 

mittee's urgent call to British Prime Minister 
Edward Heath not to resume arms sales to South 
Africa and a call on the member churches (for 

the first time) to press their governments for 
the abolition of capital punishment. 


ad 


The need for effective implementation of the 
United Nations conventions on human rights was 
highlighted by the Central Committee when it 

saw evidence of increased abuse of basic human 
rights. It urged the UN to establish machinery 
to hear complaints about brutality and violence 
against political dissenters and minority groups. 


More important to the internal fellowship of the 
council was a new emphasis on theology in the 
(more) 
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life and programme of the 23 year old Council. 


Meeting in this historic country with legendary 
links to King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba and 
which today has a‘strong Orthodox Church, this 
Central Committee heard more interyentions of a 
theological nature than had many previous meet- 
ings. 


Africa Hall, headquarters of the UN's Economic 
Commission for Africa and the seat of the Or- 
ganisation of African Unity, was crowded with 
delegates, members of the diplomatic corps, 
journalists and representatives of the Ethiopian 
Orthodox Church when His Imperial Majesty Haile 
Selassie I mounted his imperial seat to open 

the committee on Sunday 10th. 


His speech and those of Acting Patriarch Abuna 
Theopilos and Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft set the 
theme for the next 11 days....''a society respon- 
sible to God as the Creator and Redeemer". 


Statement on Dialogue 


In an effort to help Christians live with their 
fellow men of other faiths the Central Commit- 
tee, at the request of staff, issued an "interim 
policy statement and guidelines" on dialogue. 
This gives support for bilateral dialogue of a 
specific nature and participation in world reli- 
gious meetings under certain conditions but pro- 
hibits involvement in the organizational struc- 
ture of world inter-religious organizations. 


The committee gave preference to world religious 
meetings that intend grappling with major human 
problems related to justice, development and 
peace on regional or world levels. 


"Christians enter into all forms of dialogue 
from the standpoint of their faith in Jesus 
Christ and their obligation to witness to him", 
said the committee in its interim statement. 
"Love requires us to recognize and respect the 
integrity of our partners who enter into dialogue 
from the standpoint of their faith and commit-- . 
ment". 


Not being able to solve all the theological 
issues involved, the Central Conmittee asked 
the Faith and Order Commission and the Division 
of World Mission and Evangelism to give further 
study to the relation of God's salvation in 
Jesus Christ to his presence and activity in 
the whole world and in the lives and traditions 
of men of other faiths and ideologies. Also to 
the relation between dialogue, mission and wit- 
ness, and the way in which dialogue is to be 
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understood and practised in the context of indi- 
genization. 


"New criteria have to be developed for judging 
what are the responsible ways of expressing the 
Christian faith in different cultures", the 
committee said. ‘Dialogue is necessary to enable 
Christians to find out both what are the authen- 
tic changes which the Gospel demands and the ~ 
authentic embodiment which the Gospel offers". 


Support for Race Programme 


The criticism that followed last September's 
action by the Executive Committee making grants 
to organizations of racially oppressed peoples 
died when the Central Committee approved the 
decision. After the longest debate of the 12- 
day meeting (33 hours) the committee agreed 
that the decision was 'in accord with the Pro- 
gramme to Combat Racism'' which it had authorized 
18 months ago at Canterbury, England. It went 
on record saying the WCC cannot be identified 
completely with any political movement. 


Member churches now are asked to "investigate 
and analyse" the military, political, industrial 
and financial systems of their countries, to 
discover and identify the involvement and support 
provided by these systems in the perpetuation of 
racism and racial discrimination in both domes- 
tic and foreign affairs. 


The invitation of the South African churches 
for a consultation on joint strategy and action 
was welcomed and it will take place in the near 
future. Several South African churches had 
said after the Executive Committee's decision 
that they could not approve the anti-racism 
grants until they received a fuller explanation. 


Noting that the question of violence cannot be 
fully discussed or resolved in the context of 
racial issues, the committee approved a study 
on non-violent methods of social change which 
will concentrate on ways and means of prevent- 
ing "the use of violence by those sustaining 
the status quo when confronted by non-violent 
actions and demonstrations". Priority will be 
given to action-oriented information and re- 
flection on non-violence, and a number of 
theological and ethical issues will also be 
examined, 


General Budget Lagging 


Increased demands from member churches for new 

programmes and activities, and a sharp rise 

in inflation have brought about a financial 
(more) 
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crisis in the general budget of the World Council. 
In spite of an increase of 19% in member church 
contributions from a request of 33% in 1968, the 
Council faced a deficit of US$ 43,000 last year 
and a further possible deficit of US$ 70,000 this 
year. 1972 will be a crucial year with a pos- 
sible deficit of some US$ 170,000 and cuts in 
programme and activity have been suggested. Pri- 
orities are now being established to ensure that 
the proposed cutback will not hinder the essen- 
tial work of the Council. 


The Central Committee has asked the member church- 
es to increase their contributions to the gene- 
ral budget by at least 25% beginning 1972 though 
it is recognized that a number of churches are 
themselves suffering from a similar crisis. 


Concern over a strange indifference to the need 
for unity.among the churches was expressed. The 
committee was told that churches now face the 
danger of new divisions due to their varied un- 
derstanding of Christ, the Gospel, the Church and 
above all their views of political and social 
involvement. The Central Conmittee asked for 
further study of the idea of a genuinely uni- 
versal council, convened to express Christian 
unity. Eastern Orthodox representatives said 
such a council could be convened only after unity 
had been achieved while others see the WCC as 
having a preparatory role in exploring the de- 
Ssirability of such a council. 


A new structure for the Council was approved to 
be fully implemented by 1975. It calls for 
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three new programme units: Faith and Witness, 
Justice and Service, Education and Communica- 
tion, with a separate committee responsible for 
general policy and budgetary proposals of each. 


In other major decisions the Central Conmittee: 
-elected Mrs. Dr. Kiyoka Takeda Cho, 53, a pro- 
fessor at International Christian University in 
Tokyo, as a President of the World Council repla- 
cing the late Rev. Dr. D. T. Niles of Ceylon; 
-approved the merger of the World Council of 
Christian Education with the WCC; 
~yoted to set up a social work portfolio to 
promote concern for human dignity through church 
programmes ; 
~endorsed the Ecumenical Development Fund as a 
valuable instrument to assist development 
programmes ; 
-endorsed the appeal for funds to aid US draft- 
age immigrants in Canada, made by the Council's 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World 
Service on behalf of the Canadian Council of 
Churches ; 
-approved three small consultations on ''Science, 
Technology and the Quality of Life", "Political 
and Economic Choices in a Technological Era" 
and "Images of the Future"; 
-requested the creation of an Advisory Group on 
Studies on Man; 
-approved the inclusion of non-member churches 
in Christian Medical Commission; 
-continued for another three years the Committee 
on Society, Development and Peace between the © 
World Council and the Roman Catholic Church. 

EPS 
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PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


Scenes from World Council of Churches' Central Committee in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, January 10-21 (Seep. 


14). 


Opposite: (811) Procession entering Holy Trinity Cathedral for opening worship. (812) Left to right: 


Acting Patriarch of Ethiopian Orthodox Church, Abuna Theophilos; Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general sec- 


retary; Rev. Jean Bokeleale, Congo-Kinshasa. (813) Emperor Haile Selassie arriving. (814) Speakers ‘at 
opening session in Africa Hall were the Emperor (top); Dr. W. A. Visser ‘t Hooft (far left); the Acting 


Patriarch. (815) His Imperial Majesty addressing the Central Committee. 


man; Dr. Blake; Miss Pauline Webb, vice-chairman; Prof. David Jenkins at the rostrum. (817) Metropoli- 
tan Georges Khodr giving theological address. (818) Baldwin Sjollema presents Programme to Combat Ra- 
cism to reference committee chaired by Edler Hawkins on his right. (819) Central Committee in plenary 
session. (820) Rev. T. Paul Verghese (right), India, and Rev. Konstantin Veliseychik, USSR. 


Back Page: (821) Major WCC studies were presented by Dr. Stanley Samartha (left) and Prof. Jenkins. . 


(822) Robert Gardiner (left), head of UN Economic Commission for Africa, welcomed the committee to Africa 


Hall. 823) New York Times reporter Edward Fiske interviews a royal lion. (824) Youth Adviser Odile . 
Sokpor of Togo and Youth Department staffer Archie LeMone. (825) Dr. Lukas Vischer, director of WCC 
Faith and Order Secretariat, with members of Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity: Father 
John Long and Father Jerome Hamer. (826-827) Timkat Festival was marked by Ethiopian Orthodox dig- 
nitaries in brilliantly decorated robes protected from the sum by wine-coloured parasols and scholar-.. 
musicians chanting and dancing. (828) Singing children greeted the committee on visit to historic Addis 


Alem church. 
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(816) Dr. M. M. Thomas, chair- 


Department of Communication 
World Council of Churches 
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GIFTS TO W.C.C.'s ANTI-RACISM 

FUND TOTAL $123,481 

Geneva (EPS) - Contributions totaling $123,481 have been made to the 
Special Fund to Combat Racism of the World Council of Churches, Mr. Baldwin 


Sjollema, executive secretary of the programme, announced last week. 


This figure includes individuallgifts of $5,617 plus donations from the follow- 
ing churches and agencies: USA--United Methodist Church ($50,000), Re- 

formed Church in USA ($1,000), Seventh Day Baptists ($50), United Church 

on the Green, New Haven, Connecticut ($1,000); Netherlands--Diakonaal 

Bureau ($7,000), Baptist Union ($277), "Freedom for Others" ($4,160); 

New Zealand--Council of Churches ($3,350), Presbyterian Church ($1,000) ; 
Greece--Church of Greece ($1,000), Greek Church in Athens ($1,005); Switzer- 
land--HEKS ($10,163), SEMR ($4,673); Germany--Church of Hessen-Nassau 
($27,710), Ecumenical Youth Movement ($275). Also Sweden--Lutherhjelpen 
($5,000); United Kingdom--Methodist Missionary Society ($1,200); Indo- 


nesia--Council of Churches ($100). 


Donations pledged but not yet received, according to Sjollema, total $27,600, 


including $2,500 from the Dutch Roman Catholic Bishop's Conference. 


The Federation of Protestant Churches in the German Democratic Republic 
(East Germany) reports it will seek funds for the WCC anti-racism fund as 


part of its "Bread for the World" annual relief appeal. 


In addition to its 100,000 DM donation from church monies, the Church of 
Hessen and Nassau has started a special fund for voluntary contributions. 
This same idea was picked up by the Church of Berlin-Brandenberg. In 
several German synods members have pledged to make monthly payments until 
their church votes funds to fight racism. Some 10,000DM have already been 
given by individuals although official church relief funds have been 


forbidden. 


The above amounts are all in addition to the $200,000 allocated from the 


reserves of the World Council of Churches. 


Mr. Sjollema also announced that the Rev. Dr. Charles S. Spivey, Jr., an 


(more) 
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American black, had been named secretary for programme. A member of the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church, Dr. Spivey was formerly executive 
director of the Department of Social Justice of the National Council of 
Churches and executive of the NCC's Crisis in the Nation Programme. He has 
played an important role in the Consultation on Church Union in the United 


States-io¢ 


ISOLATION OF SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCHES 

DEPLORED BY W.C.C.' GENERAL SECRETARY 

Geneva, London, New York (EPS) - The South African Government's refusal to 
admit Miss Pauline Webb, a leading British Methodist laywoman, "throws a 
sad light on the way in which the government is isolating the churches in 
their country from normal relations with other churches abroad", according 
to Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of 


Churches. 


"At a time when the South African churches are asking for fuller communi- 
cation between themselves and the other churches in the ecumenical fellow- 
ship", said Dr. Blake, "this government interference with a private visit 
to South African churches makes it almost impossible for the mutually de- 


sired dialogue to be sustained". 


Miss Webb had flown to Johannesburg following the Addis Ababa meeting of 
the World Council's Central Committee, of which she is a vice-chairman. 

On January 25 she was informed on arrival that despite her British pass— 
port she would not be admitted. Last October Miss Webb had been invited 

by the Youth Department of the Methodist Church in South Africa to conduct 
laytraining courses there and visit various church projects. She is direc- 


tor of lay training for the Methodist Church in Great Britain. 


In London a series of vigils by British clergymen has started outside South 
Africa House and the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, has re- 
quested prayers for the Very Rev. Gonville ffrench-Beytagh, 59, Anglican 
dean of Johannesburg. The latter has been charged with "receiving and safe- 
keeping, distributing or assisting to distribute" pamphlets for two ban- 
ned organizations--the South African Communist Party and the African 


(more) 
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National Congress. He is free on bail pending continuation of the hear- 
ing on February 26. The Anglican bishop of Johannesburg, the Rt. Rev. 
Leslie Stradling, has made an appeal for funds to pay for the dean's 
defense. The Le penalty for violating the Suppression of Communism 


Act is ten years' imprisonment. 


In New York the Episcopal Church (USA) has urged General Motors Corp. to 
end all its manufacturing operations in South Africa. A letter signed by 
the Rt. Rev. John Hines, presiding bishop, called on Mr. James Rovhe, 
chairman of the board of the giant automobile manufacturer, to begin an 
"orderly winding up of its present operations in the republic" and said: 
"We believe the apartheid policies being pursued by the Republic of South 
Africa in its own territories and in South-West Africa will lead inextri- 


cably to great instability and turmoil in South Africa". The church is 


said to hold more than 12,500 of General Motors' 285.5 million shares. p56 


CHURCH UNION TALKS SLATED FOR BELGIUM 


Geneva (EPS) - Three Belgian Protestant churches have agreed to begin 


negotiating church union, the Rev. Victor Hayward of the World Council of 
Churches' staff, reported on returning from a visit to Belgium. They are 
the Protestant Church of Belgium, the Reformed Church and the Flemish 

Reformed Churches. Only after their synods have agreed can the negotia- 


tions be regarded as officially begun. 


The Protestant Church of Belgium with 15,000 members is a union of the 
Methodist Church and the Evangelical Protestant Church. The Reformed 
Church, formerly the Belgian Christian Missionary Church, has 12,000 


and the Flemish Reformed Church has seven congregations... 


WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN 
UNITY OBSERVED IN LOCAL PARISHES 


Geneva (EPS) - The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity was marked this year 
by attempts in some countries to break the pattern of a single service in a 
prominent cathedral and hold a number of observances in parish churches. 


Especially was this evident in Rome where all Roman Catholic parishes 
(more) 


No. 3 - 4th February, 1971 5 


were urged to hold at least one;special function devoted to Christian unity. 


The Waldensian Church in Rome was the setting for a "liturgy of the Word" 
in which Roman Catholics were invited to join. The layman's organization 
"Segretariato Attivita Ecumeniche" arranged four ecumenical encounters for 


Catholics, Baptists, Methodists and two youth groups. 


Baptists also participated in special observances with the parish of S. 
Giustino Martire, the opening service being held in the Catholic church 


and the one at week's end in the Baptist chapel. 


The Friars of the Atonement put up posters throughout the city urging all 
Christians to work and pray for unity and they organized a concelebrated 
mass in the Church of S. Agnese in Piazza Navona. Another indication of 
parish interest came from the Suore Paoline, Italian publishers of the 
Week of Prayer leaflet, which said all supplies had been sold by January 


18, the first day of the observance. 


In London prominent churchmen and politicians attended a service at the 
Church of the Immaculate Conception in which the sermon was preached by 
Anglican Bishop Cuthbert Bardsley of Coventry and the lessons were read 
by Former Prime Minister Harold Wilson, a Congregationalist, and Selwyn 
Lloyd, Speaker of the House of Commons and a Methodist lay reader. Sing- 
ing was by the Russian Orenodox and Welsh Presbyterian choirs. Catholic 


Auxiliary Bishop Victor Guazzelli presided. 


Unity was very apparent to Christians in Cippenham, near Slough in Buck- 
inghamshire, England, who observed the week in the Church of St. Andrews 
which is being built with funds provided by Anglicans and Roman Catholics 


for use by both congregations. 


In France the collection taken at Week of Prayer services was divided 
between an ecumenical translation of the Bible and for support of children 
left destitute by war. Articles published in several French religious 


journals questioned whether the week had lost some of its initial enthusiasm. 
In Geneva, Switzerland, combined services were held in several parishes. 


Two joint Protestant-Roman Catholic services are reported from Spain. 
The Rt. Rev. Ramon Taibo, Bishop of the Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church, 


(more) 
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spoke at services in Pamplona and Malaga. In the Pamplona service the 
Cardinal also preached, while the Bishop of Malaga commented on the Gos 


pel at the service in the Roman Catholic Cathedral there. 


In Madrid the Ministry of Justice intervened to prevent services being held 
in places of worship not registered under the new law on religious liberty. 
The interconfessional committee which had arranged the city's programme, 
in an act of solidarity with the churches affected, canceled the city's 


programme except for one prayer meeting in a Roman Catholic church. 


In Chicago, Illinois (USA) nine Protestant, Roman Catholic and Orthodox 
leaders conducted an ecumenical worship service at Fourth Presbyterian 
Church. Methodist Bishop Thomas M. Pryor called on Christians to be 
"creators of the future, not curators of the past". John Cardinal Cody, 
Archbishop of Chicago, was a participant along with clergy from the Greek 
Orthodox, Presbyterian, Baptist, Lutheran, United Church of Christ and 


Episcopal churches. 


In New York City music formed a major part of the service at the Inter- 
church Centre, headquarters of the National Council of Churches and seve- 
ral major denominations. Similarly at a "festival of Faith" sponsored by 
60 churches in Brooklyn and held at Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
ecumenical worship was aided by a choir of 600 singing portions of a Congo- 
lese folk mass, a West Indian steel band and a group of English handbell 


ringers. 


In Western Canada eight church leaders joined in editing an issue of the 
Western Catholic Reporter, They prepared a wide-ranging series of articles, 
stories and features on biblical accomplishments and potential with respect 


to the ecumenical movement. 


In Dacca, East Pakistan prime movers in the week-long observance were the 
Roman Catholics and the Baptist Church linked with the English Baptist 
Mission. Anglicans also cooperated in the united service conducted in 


Bengali and in English at the Roman Catholic Cathedral. 
EPS 
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NEW STAFF APPOINTMENTS 

MADE TO WORLD COUNCIL 

Geneva (EPS) \- A Japanese pastor, an experienced Australian ecumenical 
leader and a Brazilian Methodist engaged in social action have been appointed 


to executive positions in the World Council of Churches. 


The Rev. Kentaro Buma, 49, of the United Church of Christ in Japan and 
director of the Service Department of the Japanese National Christian 
Council, has accepted the appointment of Secretary for Asia in the Division 
of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (DICARWS). Mr. Buma has 
been associated with the Division as vice-chairman of its Vietnam sub- 
committee. He was born in India and is a graduate of Doshisha University, 


Japan and of Yale University Divinity School, USA. 


Mr. Nguyen-Tang Canh, 30, a Vietnamese Buddhist, has been appointed sec- 
retary for Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia in association with the Asia desk. 


He has been researching on Vietnam for the last two years. 


The Rev. Harvey L. Perkins, 52,of Sydney and presently Secretary for Mission 
and Service for the East Asia Christian Conference, will be Secretary to the 
Ecumenical Development Fund, which is part of the World Council's Commission 
on the Churches' Participation in Development. A graduate in law, commerce. 
and divinity of Melbourne University, Mr. Perkins served as a lieutenant in 
the Australian navy during World War II and then as pastor of a Methodist 
Church in Victoria. From 1956-1967 he was general secretary of the Austra- 


lian Council of Churches. 


The Rev. Joao Parahyba Daronch da Silva, 34, general secretary of Social 
Action for the Methodist Church in Brazil, has been named Secretary for 
Latin America in DICARWS. Born in Rio Grande do Sul, Mr. da Silva was a 
pastor in the Sao Paulo area from 1955-1965 and for the past six years has 


spearheaded his church's activity in social action. 


The Rev. Dwain C. Epps, 32, of United Presbyterian Church in the USA, has 
joined the staff of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 
He previously worked with the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and 
helped to organize an Urban and Industrial Mission programme in Latin 
America. The Rev. Graeme C. ba@kGoh? 42, who has been Asia Secretary for 


DICARWS, will become responsible for the recasting of the project system 
(more) 
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and certain other reorganization of programme in the same division. 


Rev. Dr. Hans-Ruedi Weber, 48, Associate Director of the Ecumenical Insti- 
tute at Bossey and well-known as an ecumenical Bible-study leader, has been 


given the portfolio of Biblical Studies. 
EPS 


ORTHODOX THEOLOGIANS MEET IN ADDIS 


Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (EPS) - Some 35 Orthodox theologians from both the 
Chalcedonian and non-Chalcedonian branches of Orthodoxy met here following 
the conclusion of the World Council of Churches' Central Committee. Taking 


advantage of the setting, the group invited a number of Ethiopians to attend. 


This was the fourth in a series of Orthodox discussions, earlier ones 
having been held at Aarhus, Denmark (1964), Bristol, England (1967) and 
Geneva (1970). 


While strictly unofficial, the meeting discussed two issues of primary 
importance to these groups: the lifting of anathemas pronounced during the 
course of history and the mutual recognition of saints. Papers were read 
by Prof. V. C. Samuel of the Syrian Church and by Father Vitaly Borovoi of 
the Russian Church. In the discussion theologians on both sides became 


more and more convinced that they do in fact share the same faith. 


Presiding were Father Paul Verghese of India and Prof. Nikos Nissiotis, 
director of the Ecumenical Institute outside Geneva. The delegates were 


received by Abuna Theophilos, Acting Patriarch of the Ethiopian Church. 
EPS 


TWO COUNCILS FOR CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Prague (EPS) - Since the beginning of this year there have been two councils 
of churches in Czechoslovakia, one for the Czech Socialist Republic and the 
other in the Slovak Repbulic. Chairman of the Czech council with head- 
quarters here is the Rev. Vilem Schneeberger, superintendent of the United 
Methodist Church, with Milan Salajka as secretary. Despite the existence of 
the two councils an effort will be made "to nurture, strengthen and further 
develop the communion of faith and love in the spirit of existing tradi- 


tions", the officers of the Czech council stated. 
EPS 
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EAST PAKISTAN REHABILITATION 

PLAN ADVANCED BY WORLD COUNCIL 

Geneva (EPS) - A comprehensive rehabilitation plan for part of flood- 
ravaged East Pakistan involving the erection of at least three villages 
and the provision of agricultural and fishing equipment and livestock, was 
announced last week by the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World 
Service (DICARWS) of the World Council of Churches. Estimated cost of the 
programme, the first rehabilitation scheme to be formally proposed to the 


Government of East Pakistan, is $750,000. 


Under the plan, 1,800 families will group together in three villages pro- 
tected from the sea by embankments and forest shelter belts. The bamboo 
shelters swept away by flood waters will be replaced by simple two-roomed 
houses, constructed from soil-cement blocks. Each family will make their 
own blocks under supervision of skilled masons who will construct the walls 


and cast the roof. 


In every village, a building will be erected to shelter the people in the 
event of another cyclone of last November's massive proportions. In normal 
times the building will be available for use as a school, dispensary, com- 


munity hall and mosque. 


To help the villages get back on an economic footing, DICARWS will supply 

a number of mechanized and ordinary fishing boats to the coastal villages, 
while farming villages will receive three tractors with trailers and imple- 
ments, and livestock to replenish the herds. Ownership of the houses, equip- 
ment and livestock will be vested. in cooperatives and the whole scheme will 


be worked in close cooperation with the Government cooperative department. 


The plan is the work of Friedl A. Peter, a 65-year-old Swiss, who interrupted 
his retirement and Christmas plans to fly to East Pakistan on December 22. at 
the invitation of DICARWS. Mr. Peter, a civil engineer, has had long exper- 


jence in Pakistan rural reconstruction work under various mission boards. 


DICARWS is also committed to seek $240,000 for the rehabilitation efforts 
of the East Pakistan Christian Council to be carried out jointly with the 


Roman Catholic Church. 
EPS 
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ECUMENICAL CALENDAR 1971 


Ecumenical Institute, Graduate School 
of Ecumenical Studies 


SODEPAX, Preparatory Meeting for African 
Consultation on Education for Development 


WCC, Ecumenical Youth Service, All African 
Seminar on Youth and Voluntary Service 


World Council of Christian Education, 
Staff Meeting 


WCC, Christian Medical Commission, 
Executive Committee Meeting 


World YWCA, Meeting of the Officers 
SODEPAX, Steering Committee Meeting 

WCC, Office of Education, "The Education 
Crisis and the Church", North American 


Regional Conference 


World Alliance of YMCAs, Commission on the 
Study of the Paris Basis 


World Alliance of YMCAs, Development 
Consultation 


CEC, Planning Committee for Nyborg VI 


World Alliance of YMCAs, President's 
Committee 


WSCF, Asia Region Agricultural 
Consultation 


WCC/WCCE, Education Renewal Fund Committee 
Executive Committee 


WCC, ERF Committee Meeting 


WCC, Faith and Order, Planning Committee 


for Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 1972 


WCCE, Executive Committee Meeting 


Churches' Committee on Migrant Workers 
in Western Europe, Officers' Meeting 


Bossey near Geneva, 
Switzerland 

Limuru, Kenya 
Kitwe, Zambia 
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WCC, DICARWS, Special Development Projects 
Meeting 


WCC, Programme to Combat Racism, Inter- 
national Advisory Committee Meeting 


WCC, Faith and Order, Meeting on "Unity 
of the Church - Unity of Mankind" 


CLD, Committee and Joint Working Committee 
WSCF, Asia Region Medical Consultation 


CLD, Coordinating Group on Christian 
Periodicals 


WCC, Faith and Order, Meeting on "The 
Authority of the Bible" 


WSCF, Africa Consultative Group Meeting 
Ecumenical Institute, Seminar on Orthodox 
Worship and’ Theology 

WSCF, European High School Students 


Conference 


WCC, Division of Ecumenical Action, 
European Leaders' Orientation 


WSCF, European High School Staff Meeting 
ICYE, Executive Committee Meeting 


WCC, Faith and Order, Sub-Committee of 
Lutheran-Reformed Conversations 


WCC, Ecumenical Youth Service, European 
Consultation on Voluntary Service 


Ecumenical Youth Council in Europe 
European Youth Leaders Conference 


Annual Meeting of the US Conference for 
the World Council of Churches 


Conference of European Churches, 
Nyborg VI Assembly 


WCC, Week of Meetings for Staff 
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Workshop for’ European Professional Youth 
Workers 


WCC, DWME, Consultation of Directors of 
Christian Study Centres 


WCC/UNIAPAC Conference of Industrialists 


Ecumenical Institute, Consultation on 
Industrial Production 


Ecumenical Youth Council in Europe, 
Executive Committee Meeting 


DWME, Staff Retreat 


Austrian Ecumenical Youth Council's 
Youth Senimar 


Ecumenical Institute, Reports of Graduate 
School Fieldworkers 


WSCF, European Seminar 


WCC, Department on Studies in Mission and 
Evangelism Working Committee 


WSCF/Pax Romana European Student Pastors 
Conference 


Ecumenical Institute, Course for Pastors, 
Priests and Missionaries 


Synod of Russian Orthodox Church 


WCC, Faith and Order, Joint Working Group 
between Roman Catholic Church and WCC 


WCC, Christian Medical Commission 


DEA, Women's Ecumenical Liaison Group 
Seminar: 


WCC, DICARWS, Project Sub-Committee 
Meeting . 


WCC, DICARWS, Divisional Committee Meeting 
WCC, Church and Society, Working Committee 
lst Consultation of the National Committees 


of the Churches’ Committee on Migrant 
Workers in Western Europe 


"The Image of Woman in Mass Media" 


Bossey near Geneva 


Hong Kong 
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Bossey 
near Geneva 


Belgium 


Jongny sur Vevey, 
Switzerland 
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France 
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Geneva 
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World Alliance of YMCAs, Commission on the 
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World Alliance of YMCAs, 
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WCC, CCIA, Executive Committee Meeting 
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Ecumenical Institute, Course for Laymen 
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WCC, Faith and Ordér Commission 


World YWCA, Council Meeting 


DEA; Women's Leadership Training 


Workshop for Franco-phone 


Ecumenical Institute, Consultation on 
"Dogmatic or Contextual Theology" 


Africa 


WCC, Executive Committee Meeting 


CEC, Working Group III, Ecclesiological 


Louvain, Belgium 
Accra, Ghana 
Gabon 

Bossey near 
Geneva 

Sofia, Bulgaria 


not yet known 


Questions in Modern European Society 


DWME, Divisional Committee Meeting 


Ecumenical Youth Council in Europe, 


Annual Meeting 


Ecumenical Institute, 20th Session of 
Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies 


WCC, Week of Meetings for Staff 


DEA (Laity) Seminar on Tourism in the 


Context of Development 


WCC, DICARWS, Divisional Committee Meeting 


World Alliance of YMCAs, Inter-American 


Consultation on Management and 


International Development 


Annual Meeting of the Friends of the WCC 


KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 


Advisory Committee on 
Technical Services 

Commission of the Churches 

on International Affairs 
Conference of European Churches 
Christian Literature Development 
Christian Medical Commission 
Division of Ecumenical Action 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service 
Division of World Mission and 
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SCM 
SODEPAX 
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International Christian 
Youth Exchange 

Roman Catholic Church 
Student Christian Movement 
Committee on Society, 
Development and Peace 

World Council of Churches 
World Council of Christian 
Education 

World Student Christian Fed. 
Young Men's Christian Assoc. 
Young Women's Christian 
Association 
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W.C.C. ASKS PROCEEDS FROM SALE 
OF RHODESIAN COOPERATIVE FARM 
Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches has received word that the multi- 
racial Cold Comfort Farm outside Salisbury, Rhodesia is being sold, and it has 


submitted a claim to the proceeds in a letter sent to the liquidator. 


Signing the letter, dated February 4, were Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general 
secretary of the World Council, and the Rev. Alan A. Brash, director of its 


Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service (DICARWS). 


The letter states that the resources originally used to purchase the 88-acre 


farm were provided through DICARWS by the WCC's constituency in many countries. 


The constitution of the Cold Comfort Farm Society provides in Article 12 

that should the society be wound up, any funds or assets after payment of 
debts should go to some body nominated by the members in general session "or 
failing that, to the World Council of Churches (Division of Inter-church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service)". Elsewhere it is stipulated that the assets should 
be used "to promote understanding, friendship, cooperation and development 
among people through undertaking practical projects designed to increase 


production from natural resources". 


Last month the society was declared an unlawful organization in a proclamation 
by Rhodesian President Clifford Dupont, who seized the property and appointed 
a liquidator. The society's chairman, Mr..Didymus Mutasa, is being detained 
under the Maintenance of Law and Order Regulations and its treasurer, Mr. Guy 


Clutton-Brock, was last week deported from Rhodesia. 


Although the government accused the farm of actively supporting the terrorists, 
Mr. Clutton-Brock told Salisbury's Sunday Mail last month: "All of us were 
and are still opposed to violence in any form. The allegations are totally 


unfounded". 


In a debate in England's House of Lords last week Lord Lothian, Under-secretary 
of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, said the government "cannot but con- 
demn the way in which a man of the standing of Mr. Clutton-Brock has been de- 
prived of his citizenship and deported from a country in which he has made 

his home for the last 20 years". Lord Lothian termed Cold Comfort Farm "a 
successful experiment in racial cooperation" and said Mr. Clutton-Brock's 


example as a Christian was widely respected. 
EPS 
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WORK WITH LATIN AMERICA'S MASSES 

HELD NECESSARY FOR RENEWAL 

Lima, Peru (EPS) - Representatives of nine Latin American countries attended 

the meeting of the Advisory Committee on Urban-Industrial Mission in Latin 
America (MISUR) held here last month. They included Roman Catholics, Methodists, 
Presbyterians, Episcopalians and Baptists who are working with a wide variety 

of grass-roots organizations among the urban poor to help them realize their 


self-interests. 


Reports from the various countries indicated that in recent months urban pro- 
jects had become more actively committed to achieving change, and methodological 


guidelines are more clearly defined than heretofore. 


The group reached several conclusions: 

--the renewal of the Church can be achieved only through more and more invol- 
yement of Christian lay people in local action-oriented groups; 

--urban mission must constantly be reformulated in terms of the specific needs 
of the masses and the peculiar requirements of the Latin American continent}; 

--the continent challenges all groups, including Christians, to take part in 


the struggle for justice and peace. 


Agreement was also reached on the urgent need for a statement on urban mission. 
One book has already been produced entitled ''The Process of Urbanization in 
Latin America". The product of an interdisciplinary study, it was published 
by MISUR, the urban mission arm of the Church and Society Committee in Latin 


America (ISAL). 


Attending the committee meeting were the Latin American secretary of MISUR, 
Paulo Krischke; the general secretary of ISAL, Julio de Santa Ana; and the 
Rev. Harry Daniel, urban-industrial mission secretary of the World Council 


of Churches. 


Reporting his impressions of mission work gained during a 7-nation tour, Mr. 
Daniel said he was struck by MISUR'’s deep involvement with the poor in the 
eities and was seeking a way to share the experience of urban-industrial 
groups in Asia, Africa, Europe and North America with their Latin American 
counterparts. "Surprisingly enough", said Mr. Daniel, "each of these groups 
ultimately finds itself led into political engagement because this-is, the 
only way for the disenfranchised to gain what is rightfully theirs, such as 


jobs and housing and a decent livelihood". 
EPS 
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DEVELOPMENT TASK PUSHES CHURCHES 

IN AFRICA TO COMMON ACTION 

Limuru, Kenya (EPS) - Full ecumenical collaboration on development is required 
of the churches if they want to be taken seriously by the governments of African 
nations. This was the conclusion reached by representatives of all the major 
Christian churches including the Roman Catholic in seven countries who attended 
a nine-day meeting here January 22-30 sponsored by the Committee on Society, 


Development and Peace (SODEPAX) . 


Present were churchmen from Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Lesotho 


and Botswana. 


One concrete result was a proposal that each country form a joint action group 
related to existing church structures and designed to maximize collaboration. 
These groups should be entirely ecumenical from the beginning, it was stated. 


This means “joint staff, joint resources and joint planning". 


The conference further recommended that the groups start a fully ecumenical 
funding agency at national level. It was hoped that these could liaise and 


coordinate relations between national groups and donor agencies. 


"That we welcome the interest and generosity of our partner churches in Europe 
and America should not need repeating", said the conference. "But we insist 
that decision-making on our development programmes, the ordering of our pri- 
orities and the setting of standards be in our hands. This is a natural corol- 
lary both of our political independence and our increasing awareness of our 


special heritage and attributes as the African Church". 


Theme of the SODEPAX conference was "The Churches in Development: Planning 


and Action". 


Recognizing the enormity of the development task and the slender resources 

of the churches, the conference said, "We must act now to begin the process 
of our coming together....God has given us the role of leadership in unifying 
the church--of smashing the barriers which mute the witness of the church 


in. our time". 
EPS 
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LUTHERAN /REFORMED GROUP ASKS 
STUDY OF "UNIVERSAL COUNCIL" 
Geneva (EPS) - A joint committee of the Lutheran World Federation and the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches has agreed that the idea of a "genuinely universal 


council" deserves study and support. 


The universal council idea, put forward at the Uppsala Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches, was mentioned again by the Central Committee in Addis 
Ababa last month. There it was said that, in order to overcome their present 
divisions and manifest the unity of the Church, the churches need to formulate 
as concretely as possible the commonly accepted goal. Uppsala said this was 
"a genuinely universal council", and the Central Committee asked the WCC Faith 


and Order Commission to clarify the concept further at its meeting next August. 


The LWF-WARC joint group gave the following reasons for consideration of a 

council: 

-~-the Fathers of the Reformation--Luther, Calvin and Zwingli--all expressed 
a desire for such a gathering; 

~-a council could stimulate a "more dynamic concept" of Christian unity than 
the "static uniformity" some have seen characterizing efforts towards or- 
ganic union among church bodies; 

-~-a council could be a means towards a new realization of the diversity 
within Christianity; 

--yarious bi-lateral theological dialogues are in danger of becoming isolated 


from each other, and a council could be a forum for coordination. 


Formed in 1969, the LWF-WARC joint group was asked to explore theological 
dialogue, practical implications of theological consensus, the role of world 
confessional families in the younger churches, and ways of reaching a closer 
working relationship between the two organizations. Conclusions of the meeting 


go to the Executive Committees of the parent bodies next summer. 
EPS 


BIBLES FOR EGYPTIAN SOLDIERS 


Cairo (EPS) - Soldiers in the Egyptian army are now receiving Bibles thanks to 
the Ministry of War which has ordered 40,000 copies of the New Testament for 
1971 from the Egyptian Bible Society. Some 35,000 Bibles were supplied to 
soldiers in 1970. The Ministry of Education also received 6,000 New Testa- 


ments. Paper supplies are thus no longer adequate, the Society said. 
EPS 
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REGULAR SUPPORT SOUGHT FOR 

PROTESTANT CHURCHES IN SPAIN 

Geneva (EPS) - Representatives of European missionary societies formerly 
working in Spain agreed with inter-church aid agencies and the United Pres- 
byterian Church (USA) to cooperate in seeking regular support for the 


Protestant churches in Spain. 


Since 1963 responsibility for educational, missionary and service work has 
been undertaken by the Spanish churches. Finance for specific projects has 
been sought through the Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Ser- 


vice (DICARWS) of the World Council of Churches. 


Attempts will now be made to find regular support from missionary societies 
and aid agencies in the Netherlands, West Germany and Switzerland, and from 
the budgets of the United Presbyterian Church, the churches in West Germany 


and through the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


Dr. Heinrich Puffert, secretary for Europe in DICARWS, termed last week's 
meeting of representatives of these various groups "a helpful step" towards 
finding ecumenical assistance for minority churches which "play a signifi- 


cant role in working for responsible ecumenical fellowship”. 
EPS 


WACC SETS PRIORITIES 

FOR PERIOD AHEAD 

Nairobi, Kenya (EPS) - The World Association for Christian Communication's 
expanded Executive Committee meeting endorsed the participation of the WACC 
in the Ecumenical Satellite Commission (ECUSAT), and agreed to continue the 
Rev. Edwin Robertson of WACC's staff as a part-time secretary of the com 


mission. 


WACC also agreed to raise nearly $550,000 for various projects in church- 
related communication, including "Radio Voice of the Gospel" (Addis Ababa), 


which is affiliated with WACC. 


"The Role of Communication in Development" was underlined in reports on 
special research being carried out in Tanzania and New Guinea, and the need 
for training professional communicators in the electronic media was empha- 
sised. The meeting agreed to continue its support to INTERVOX, the year-old 
tape information service co-sponsored by the LWF, the World Alliance of 


Reformed Churches and the World Council of Churches +55. 
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AGENDA FOR ANNUAL C.M.C. MEETING SET 


Geneva (EPS) - The fourth annual meeting of the Christian Medical Commission 
(CMC) to be held June 9-15 in Nemi near Rome will focus on the identity crisis 
being experienced by medical workers as their role changes and the participa- 


tion of local communities in planning health care services. 


The Executive Committee of CMC, which met here this week, requested that per- 
sons active in field programmes in Liberia, Indonesia and Korea be invited to 
tell the 25-member commission how effective CMC materials and philosophy have 
been in their situations and what correctives are needed. Then guidelines 
can be drawn up for the second stage of CMC's operation, to go into effect 


after Nemi. 


As a result of the effective ecumenical cooperation in church-related medical 
care that has been possible in a number of different countries, the Executive 
Committee decided to explore the possibility of appointing a Roman Catholic 


doctor as a staff consultant to CMC. og 


U.K. RELIGIOUS TV MAY BE CUT 


London (EPS) - A dispute over the future of religious television looks 
likely to break out here. At present the British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) and the independent programme companies are obliged by law to provide 


70 minutes of religious broadcasting on Sunday evenings. But attempts are 


being made by the independent companies to reduce the "closed period", as 


it is termed, to 45 minutes. 


A working party set up by the Central Religious Advisory Committee on Broad- 
casting (CRAC), the Independent Television Authority (ITA), the programme 


companies and the ITA panel is believed to have recommended a reduction in 


| 
| 
| 
; 
) 


the period. They say facilities and producers are overloaded and ‘1f there 
is less time to fill, the result will be better programmes. However, some 
church people feel the change would only benefit advertisers who want access 


to more prime-time. 


Much depends on the attitude of the BBC. Most observers think the Corpora- 
tion will say "no". After all, it has never been the business of the BBC 


to help independent companies make larger profits. o¢ 


No. 4 - 11th February, 1971 8 


UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA 

URGES BIRTH CONTROL 

Niagra Falls, Ont., Canada (EPS) - The 24th General Council of the United 
Church of Canada meeting here expressed concern at "the frightening crisis" 
facing mankind in the population explosion and called on Canadians to support 
birth-control measures including sterilization to limit family size. In ad- 
dition the UCC assured the government that it would support aid given through 


the United Nations "to assist any nation in achieving population control". 


Acting on recommendations submitted by a joint committee of the Board of Evan- 
gelism and Social Service and the Board of Women, the General Council also said 
that abortion was morally justifiable in certain medical, social and economic 
circumstances. Abortion should be a private matter between a woman and her 


doctor, without any need for consultation with her male partner, it was said. 


While terming abortion "a morally undesirable" means of birth control, the 
United Church recognized it might be the lesser of two evils, Bringing un- 


wanted children into the world was labelled "irresponsible". 


The General Council urged the government to remove from the Criminal Code all 
sections dealing with abortion but to enact penalties against "back room" il- 
legal abortionists. It also said provincial governments should expand faci in— 


ties to meet the increasing number of requests for abortion... 


BAPTIST CHURCH IN POLAND NOTES GAINS 


Warsaw (EPS) - One new Baptist church was founded in Poland and two new mission 
stations opened during 1970, according to the Baptist Union of Poland. Two 
theological courses were held for pastors, and conferences for church workers 


in nine districts helped improve their performance of church duties. 


A summary of 1970 activities noted these gains: 60 persons baptised, one as a 
result of the union's weekly radio ministry; a new church founded at Lublin 
and missions started at Kozakowice and Wilkasy; choirs from five cities par- 
ticipated in a Warsaw festival; the first group of students studying theology 
by correspondence passed their exams; and regional youth meetings were held 


in Orzesze, Ostroda and Narewka. 
EPS 
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"NiO OTHER GOSPEL" SPREADS TO EAST GERMANY 


Dresden (EPS) - More than 1,200 people attended the first public worship ser- 
vice conducted recently by the new Working Group on Church and Confession. 
The group had been constituted on November 12, 1970 in Saxony as an off-shoot 
of "No Other Gospel", a West German confessional movement. Previously two 
consultations had been held by leaders of several church organisations at the 


instigation of a group within the Saxon Lutheran Church. 


The Working Group has elected a 10-man presidium including Superintendent 
Klemm (Meissen), Superintendent Merz (Leisnig), Prof. Lic Appel (Karl-Marx- 
Stadt), Prof. Haufe (Ponitz near Leipzig), Choirmaster Krohnert (Dresden) , 


Pastor Uhlmann (Dresden) and Pastor Oelme (Karl-Marx-Stadt). 


The regional church of Saxony has made no comment on the new group, but era 
tics within the church have objected to the Working Group's declaration that 
the Church and theology are in a crisis. Critics fear a split in the church, 


which they believe is not justified... 


PASTORATE NEEDS RENEWAL, SWISS STUDENTS SAY 


Geneva (EPS) - Only 50% of the students in the theological faculties of the 


Swiss universities plan to become pastors because they do not approve of the 
ministry as it is today. A survey conducted during the 1969-70 term showed 
88% felt the pastorate was in need of renewal. In its present form, they 
said, it "makes too many demands" and "there are no opportunities for spe- 


cialized activities" or "+eal commitment". 


The focus of pastoral work should be the "care of souls" and "moral guidance" 
with preaching relegated to second place. Adult education and youth work 


were equally important, they said. 


Of the students who did not wish to become pastors, 24% would like to work in 


fields such as education, social or development work, or psychology. 
EPS 
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GIFT FROM NETHERLANDS QUEEN 

FOR WORLD COUNCIL'S RACE PROGRAMME 

Geneva (EPS) - Queen Juliana of the Netherlands last week gave an undisclosed 
gift to the Dutch pressure group "Aktie Betaald Antwoord" (Pre-Paid Reply) 


for the World Council of Churches' Programme to Combat Racism. 


(A Reuters dispatch from Johannesburg said that Dutch residents in South 
Africa resentful of the Queen's gift had considered marching on the Nether- 
lands embassy in Pretoria but a protest committee in Johannesburg had decided 
to leave action to individual Dutch communities. Critics were reported to 


believe the Queen had involved herself in politics.) 


Founded in December last, the pressure group in the Netherlands is supported 
by Protestant churches, the Roman Catholic episcopate and ecumenical organi- 
sations. It seeks to help individual church members commit themselves to a 
programme to eradicate racism. The group sends each individual's contribu- 
tion through his church to the World Council of Churches, thus pressing the 


churches to support the programme. 


The group sees the replies of churches and Christians as a yardstick for non- 
white churches to judge the seriousness of the white-dominated world to 


eradicate racism. 


The World Council's Programme to Combat Racism was approved by its Central 
Committee in August 1969 and is aimed at helping member churches "develop 
strategies for combating racial injustice" and to see how the churches "can 
stand for the rights of the victims of racism and meet their needs". A US 
$ 500,000 special fund was approved to aid oppressed racial groups or those 


which support victims of racism. 


Last September the Executive Committee allocated US$ 200,000 for humanitarian 
purposes to 19 organisations actively engaged in combating white racism. The 
Central Committee at Addis Ababa approved the action without a single dissen- 


ting vote. 


Last week the Council announced that a further $ 123,481 have been received 
from churches and individuals. Donations pledged but not yet received total 
US$ 27,600, including US$ 2,500 from the Dutch Roman Catholic Bishops' 


"Conference. 
EPS 
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PENALTIES FOR W.C.C. MEMBERS 

THREATENED IN SOUTH AFRICA 

Cape Town (EPS) - the South African Parliament has condemned the financial 
and moral support given by the World Council of Churches to African libera- 


tion movements. 


In a debate held February 9 Defence Minister Botha called it "a happy day in 


our country's history" when government and opposition united on this issue. 


The opposition spokesman, Mr. Raw, said some Christians who came to South 
Africa were sincere reformers but often unwittingly became tools of revolution. 
There were others, however, who entered the country with ulterior motives, he 
said. These must be told there could be only one kind of reform, that which 


abided by the law of South Africa. 


Meanwhile the government-appointed chief minister of the Transkei, Kaiser 
Matanzima, declared that no applications for church sites in his territory 
would be considered until the congregation announced its stand on the WCC's 


Programme to Combat Racism. 


The Methodist Church of South Africa said it intended to carry on its 
missionary work despite government threats to clamp down on missionary 


work being done by WCC member churches. 


The Town Council of Meyertown, Transvaal, has ruled that any church af- 

filiated with the WCC -or its congregations- would lose its tax exemption 
and have to pay municipal taxes. Also future applications for church land 
would have to contain repudiations of the WCC's decision to aid liberation 


movements. Other towns are said to be considering similar action. 


John Rees, general secretary of the South African Council of Churches, said 
churches in South Africa had not been called upon by the WCC to do anything 
illegal. He said the World Council's programme did not identify with any 


political movement. 5. 


TWO CHURCHES DISPUTE JERUSALEM PROPERTY 


Jerusalem (EPS) - Four chief justices of the Israeli Supreme Court here 

visited the Church of the Holy Sepulchre while hearing a case brought by 

the Coptic Church against the Minister of Police and the Minister of 

Religious Affairs. At issue is the control of the passage between the church 

and the Coptic Patriarchate which is claimed by the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. 
EPS 
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CHAIRMEN OF NEW W.C.C. UNITS 

NAMED BY GENERAL SECRETARY 

Geneva (EPS) - A West Indian Methodist, a New Zealand Presbyterian and a 
German Evangelical have been chosen as chairmen of the three new programme 
units of the World Council of Churches by its general secretary, Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake. The appointments are for 18 months until the next Central 
Committee meeting. The units are part of a new structure for the Council ap- 


proved by the Central Committee at its meeting in Addis Ababa last month. 


The Rev. Philip Potter from Dominica in the West Indies will preside over 
Programme Unit I on Faith and Witness. Since January 1967 he has been 
director of the World Council's Division of World Mission and Evangelism 


and previously was with the Methodist Missionary Society, London. 


The Rev. Alan A. Brash of New Zealand will chair Programme Unit II on Jus~ 
tice and Service. He came to the World Council from Christian Aid (Great 
Britain) in order to direct the Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and 


World Service. 


The Rev. Werner Simpfendorfer of Germany was named chairman of Programme 
Unit III on Education and Communication. A clergyman of the Evangelical 
Church of Wurttemberg, he was associate director of the Evangelical Academy 


in Bad Boll before becoming a secretary in the WCC's Office of Education. 
EPS 


LUTHERAN, CATHOLIC DIALOGUE 

URGES RECOGNITION OF MINISTRY 

New York (EPS) - The fourth volume summarizing discussions between Lutheran 
and Roman Catholic theologians in the United States contains a call for each 
communion to recognize the validity of the other's ministry and celebration 


of the Eucharist. 


Entitled Lutherans and Catholics in Dialogue IV: Eucharist and Ministry, 
the 326-page volume is published jointly by the USA National Committee of 


the Lutheran World Federation and the Bishops’ Committee for Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Affairs, co-sponsors of talks begun in 1965, 


In a common affirmation the theologians agree that the ministry is "apostolic 
(more) 
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and God-given" and is entered into by ordination which is "for a lifetime of 


service and is not to be repeated". 


A separate statement by Lutheran scholars calls on Lutheran churches among 
other things to "declare formally their judgement that the ordained ministers 


of the Roman Catholic Church are engaged in a valid ministry". The Catholic 


statement asks church authorities "whether the ecumenical urgency flowing 
from Christ's will for unity may not dictate that the Roman Catholic Church 
recognize the validity of the Lutheran ministry and correspondingly the 
presence of the body and blood of Christ in the Eucharistic celebrations 


Ww 
of the Lutheran churches . EPS 


WORLD YWCA COUNCIL TO HEAR 

TWO ECUMENICAL LEADERS 

Geneva (EPS) - Officers of the World YWCA Executive Committee completed 

plans last week for the Council Meeting to be held at the University of 

Ghana in Legon August 8-21 and announced two ecumenical figures would be 


leading speakers. 


The Rev. Alan A. Brash, a New Zealander on the World Council of Churches 
staff, will give the opening address titled "Involved in Being Christian" 
and Dr. Roy Neehall of Trinidad with the Committee on Society, Development 
and Peace (SODEPAX) will lecture on Education. Development will be dis- 


cussed by Mrs. Inge Thorsson of Sweden. 


While the Council is primarily a business meeting to set priorities for 
the next four years, the Executive Committee determined to include as 
much information, exchange and discussion as possible on concerns common 
to all YWCAs. The 300 delegates from 70 countries, including many more 
young women than at the last meeting in Australia in 1967, will form dis- 
cussion groups to consider structure questions, social and international 


affairs, education and sharing resources. tae 


FIVE GREEK BISHOPS UNDER ATTACK 


Athens (EPS) - Five Greek Orthodox bishops are in danger of loosing their 
episcopal sees for having omitted the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople 
from their prayers reportedly because of his efforts at reconciliation between 
the Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches. They are Bishops Augoustinos of 
Florina, Iakovos of Mithimna, Polycarpos of Siatista, Amvrossios of Elef- 
theroupolis and Pavlos of Paramithia. 

EPS 
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HIGH PRIORITY GIVEN THEOLOGY 

IN DEVELOPMENT DISCUSSION 

Geneva (EPS) - The role of theology in the Church's involvement in the quest 
for social justice, development and peace is to be given a more important 
place in the second three-year experimental period of the joint committee 
between the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches on So- 


ciety, Development and Peace (SODEPAX) . 


"We cannot have common social action if we do not provide common theological 
reflection and motivation", said Father Johannes Schiitte of the Vatican's 
Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace, following a meeting here of the 


SODEPAX steering committee. 


"The Church must show that there are theological reasons and not just the 
humanitarian principle for her interest in seeking justice and peace in the 


world today", Father Schiitte said. 


"In doing so the Church could lead a profitable discussion away from the 
more economic concept of development to that involving man's social and 


spiritual needs", he added. 


The joint committee is also to develop its programme and discussion on peace. 
Dr. Kinhide Mushakoji, a Japanese authority on peace and international af- 
fairs, will join the staff temporarily to lead a study commission composed 
of theologians, natural scientists and specialists on international and 
military questions. They will investigate the problems of nuclear power, 
nuclear deterrence, biochemical weapons and the possibility of just war in 


the modern world. 


A conference with the world's Press barons, radio and television authorities 
will take place next year in New York to confront them with the range of 
questions and problems related to world development and at the same time 


expose them to leading personalities from the developing countries. 


The joint committee will also continue its cooperation with men of other 


living faiths in Africa and Asia. 


SODEPAX was established in January 1968 to explore ways of overcoming poverty 
and war. It is financed jointly by the World Council of Churches and the 
Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace and foundations interested in its 


programme. {5 ‘ 
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DR. BLAKE HIGHLIGHTS CHRISTIAN CONCERN 

FOR DEVELOPMENT, JUSTICE AND PEACE 

Dortmund, Germany (EPS) - Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of 

the World Council of Churches, said here today (Thursday) that there is no 
false utopianism implied by the World Council's programme of social develop- 


ment, but rather a faithful witness of the Church. 


Speaking at the Adult Education Centre here, Dr. Blake said Christians are 
called to seek the unity of the Christian Church in the context of human 
solidarity. In addition, he said, "our faith in Christ compels us to be 


actively engaged in the quest for peace". 


While one of the major objectives of development is 6G vattack the Loot 
causes of poverty, Dr. Blake said attempts at economic growth should be 


made alongside the pursuit of other social and human needs. 


He also said that the establishing of justice was the only way to ensure a 


high rate of economic growth over a period of time. Christians need to be 


constantly on the alert, according to Blake, to call attention to the need ; 


for understanding development as a liberating process. 


Speaking on the relationship between development and peace, Dr. Blake said | 
an unjust social system is potentially and actually a "war situation". For | 
him peace is inseparable from the achievement of justice in human life. And | 
the process of development requires radical changes in the social, economic 
and political structures to foster economic growth, self-reliance and social 


justice. 
EPS 


U.S. CHURCHES’ ECONOMIC 
POWER USED FOR SOCIAL ENDS 


New York (EPS) - Three separate efforts are being made by US church organi- 
zations to use their financial resources as a lever to persuade corporations 


to base their decisions on social considerations, not purely financial ones. 


The Episcopal Church has submitted proxy resolutions to the Securities and 
Exchange Commission in an attempt to delay a Puerto Rican copper mining pro- 
ject by two US companies. 


The action is part of an attempt to put the issue on the agenda of the 


(more) 
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companies' stockholders meetings in the spring. It was taken after six 
major Protestant denominations had contended the mining proposal would 
injure Puerto Rico ecologically, socially and economically. The decision 
followed two days of public hearings in San Juan on the feasibility of the 
joint project planned by American Metal Climax Inc. and the Kennecott 


Copper Corporation. 


The six church agencies own a total of 60,000 shares in American Metals and 


143,000 in Kennecott. 


The Rt. Rev. Francisco Reus-Froylan, Episcopal Bishop of Puerto Rico, who 
submitted the resolution for his church, said the project would not adequate- 


ly protect the environment. 


The second action was a pledge by officials of the National Council of 
Churches (USA) that no purchases would be made from the Great Atlantic and 
Pacific Tea Company (A&P) until racially discriminatory practices are cor- 
rected. The campaign against the giant food chain was initiated by Opera- 
tion Breadbasket, an urban programme of the Southern Christian Leadership 


Conference. To date most activity has centred in New York City, 


Dr. Cynthia C. Wedel, NCC president, and Dr. R.H,. Edwin Espy, general sec— 
retary, said the NCC is "concerned about the charges of discriminatory 
practice on the part of A&P and the alleged refusal of the company to... 
confer concerning these charges on a national basis". A&P has said it 


will deal with Operation Breadbasket on regional levels. 


In a third action the Task Force on Southern Africa of the United Preshy— 
terian Church has presented four resolutions to the Gulf Oil Corporation 
seeking to alter company policy in the Portuguese colonies of Angola and 
Mozambique. If accepted, the resolutions would be put on proxy forms going 


to shareholders prior to the corporation's annual meeting in April. 


The resolutions call on the corporation to set up a committee to study 

Gulf's involvement in the colonies, including payments to Portugal for 
military protection; instruct the hoard of directors to disclose to share- 
holders the recipients of contributions made by the corporation to religious, 
charitable, scientific or educational purposes; amend the bylaws to include 
representation of the many diverse interests affected by the activity of the 


corporation; and prohibit investment in territories under colonial rule, 
EPS 
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INTER-AFRICAN SEMINAR 
LAUDS YOUTH VOLUNTEERS 


. 


Kitwe, Zambia (EPS) - "Youth Involvement in Voluntary Service and Develop- 


ment" was the theme of a seminar held at the Mindolo Ecumenical Centre here 


February 1 to 6 under the auspices of the World Council of Churches. Leaders 
of voluntary service and other youth organisations in 10 African countries 
agreed to establish the Consultative Committee on Youth and Voluntary Service 
in Africa to coordinate the work of the various national organisations. Jo- 
hanssen Lutabingwa of Tanzania was named president and David Asante of 


Ghana, secretary. 


The 15 delegates came from Togo, Congo-Kinshasa, Zambia, Tanzania, Cameroun, 


Madagascar, Uganda, Ghana, Kenya and Nigeria. 


Discussions highlighted the need for young people to discover for themselves 
the nation's social and economic needs and to participate in community de- 
velopment as volunteers. "The aim is to involve Africans in the development 
of the continent irrespective of their tribal, confessional or ideological 


allegiances", said the seminar's sponsors. 


The group also discussed the role of volunteers from the United States and 
Europe. It became clear that they were needed especially in the field of 

technical development but they tend to stay too long and to Westernize the 
local situation. Therefore it was agreed they should stay only until they 


have trained Africans to take their place. 


Assessing the Panties of the seminar, the Rev. Archie Le Mone, Secretary 
for Ecumenical Youth Service in the World Council of Churches, said, "It 
will encourage the search for a strategy to attract the needed resources 
for financing priority projects in the immediate future". The delegates 
decided to conduct a finance drive and project both long and short term 


plans for cooperative work. 


The seminar was chaired by David Asante, the general secretary of Voluntary 
Service for Ghana. The opening address was given by Mr. Lewis Changufu, 
Minister of Home Affairs and president of the National Council of Youth 


in Zambia. 
EPS 
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ECUMENICAL STRAWS IN THE MIDDLE EAST WIND 


Beirut (EPS) - Eucmenically minded pilgrims to 
the Middle East are today discovering expres- 
sions of Christian unity in the lands that gave 
us both the Bible and the Church. 


Here as in other regions the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity each January is widely obseryed 
with union services. Many of these are impres- 
sive for their large attendances. Through the 
year, working relationships, planning groups and 
informal fellowships attest to the continuing vi- 
tality and warmth underlying the larger public 
demonstrations. 


Perhaps 1971's most spectacular ecumenical ser~ 
vice will be in Teheran October 13-18 in connec- 
tion with Iran's 2500th anniversary. Bishop Deh- 
qani-Tafti, chairman of the interchurch. commit- 
tee preparing for this event, says he hopes it 
will attract the faithful from other nations as 
well to join in the rejoicing over that country's 
Christian heritage that goes back (under the name 
of Persia) to the Old Testament roots and New 
Testament beginnings of Church history. The mo- 
mentum generated by past observances of the an- 
nual Week of Prayer guarantees a wide local res- 
ponse from Christians of every stripe. 


In Egypt each January the ecumenical observance 
finds remarkable mass expression, Cairo being 
outstanding. Again this year on successive 
nights Anglican, Armenian Orthodox and Catholic 
cathedrals and spacious Evangelical, Coptic and 
Greek Orthodox sanctuaries were filled to capa- 
city -- sometimes to overflowing -— with laity 
and clergy praying and praising together in Ara- 
bic, English and French, 


In Beirut, which has a unique cross-section of 
major church bodies, ancient and modern, Eastern 
and Western, the first Sunday of 1971 found the 
UNESCO Palace filled with Christians -- plus 
some Muslims -- for the opening of the annual 
Universal Week of Prayer for Peace. The dis- 
turbances on Lebanon's southern boder underlined 
the urgency of a just solution to the Palestine 
problem which is at the heart of the Arab-Is- 
raeli conflict. Nonetheless there was a strong 
emphasis on the need for greater Christian col- 
laboration in establishing an honorable peace 
world-wide. 


Impressive as such mass gatherings are, one's 
heart is warmed even more where smaller groups 
express in personal relations the on-going Chris- 
tian fellowship that extends across confessional 
lines. 


When Father Jerome Hamer, secretary of the Vati- 
can Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, 
and Father John Long of that body's office for 
liaison with Eastern churches stopped in Cairo 
on their way back to Rome after attending the 
World Council of Churches' Central Committee 
meeting in Addis Ababa, the Apostolic Delegate 


invited some five dozen broadly representative 
church leaders to a Nileside buffet dinner in 
their honour. Informal speeches there testified 
to joint accomplishments that could never have 
been achieved separately. But even more eloquent 
-- as pointed out midway by Melkite Father Xa- 
vier Eid -- was the fact that the guests didn't 
cluster together with others of their own feather. 
Every single one of the 15 tables, without pre- 
arrangement, included people of two, three or 
four Christian heritages in cheery conversation. 


This spontaneous mingling was a natural by-pro- 
duct of years of friendly association in joint 
labors, with pooled resources, in vocational 
training, youth activities, kindergartens and 
similar projects within the framework of the Ecu- 
menical Advisory Council for Church Services 
(EACCS). The added ministrations required by 
800,000 war-zone evacuees since June 1967 have 
intensified the previous inter-church collabora- 
tion. The necessity for frequent planning meet- 
ings to develop more skillful coordination has 
not only improved efficiency but also heightened 
the feeling for the Church as a "'commmity of the 
concerned"'. 


Qn the intellectual level, especially among the 
clergy of Iran, awareness of belonging together 
in the Body of Christ has alternately stimulated 
and been stimulated by the Week of Prayer obser- 
vances. Monthly in Teheran there are well-pre- 
pared day-long meetings which interweave two uni- 
fying approaches: They give each major Christian 
commmion a chance to interpret its unique empha- 
sis and perspectives to other, fellow-churchmen. 
They also provide a better understanding of how 
Christian faith relates to current issues jointly 
faced. 


In a rather different category, though equally 
concerned for Christian harmony in the pursuit 

of common goals, are the Catholic-Orthodox-Pro- 
testant G.0.P. (Groupe Oecumenique de Pastorale, 
operating out of Beirut) and ATENE (Association 
for Theological Education in the Near East). 
G.0.P. has developed common Christian literature, 
an inter-confessional catechism for use in schools 
and four ecumenical commissions for the advance- 
ment of dialogue. 


ATENE includes 10 Protestant, Catholic and Ortho- 
dox seminaries in Lebanm, Turkey and the United 
Arab Republic. They work jointly, with help from 
the WCC's Theological Education Fund, to amplify 
and update libraries and develop courses in appre- 
ciation of each other's histories, achievements, 
teachings and practices. Who knows? Perhaps a 
generation of Christian leaders is in the making 
which will be able to combine on every level of 
church life an Orthodox depth of worship through 
all the senses, Protestant concepts of steward- 
ship, Catholic institutional solidarity and the 
Armenian sense of Christian commmity identifi- 
cation. 


The political tensions, social ferment, and hot 
(more) 


and cold warfare that one reads about daily are, 
of course, very pressing aspects of modern Mid- 
dle Eastern life. These, combined with inheri- 
ted misunderstandings and outmoded religious ri- 
valries, tend to complicate and impede fruitful 
ecumenical relationships. They also make one 
appreciate all the more the genuine achievements 
to date and the promise of greater things to 
come. 


Humphrey Walz 
Minister of Public Relations, 
United Presbyterian Synod of New York 


ALERT to the Rescue! 


Addis Ababa (EPS) - Since biblical times leprosy 
has been among the most feared of all the dis- 
eases known to man because it leaves the victim 
disfigured for life. The old word for a leprosy 
patient, "leper", has itself become a term of 
abuse signifying someone outside the pale of nor- 
mal human fellowship. Perhaps Pope Paul VI may 
have had this in mind when on his visit to the 
Ecumenical Centre in Geneva in June 1969 he pre- 
sented the World Council of Churches with a 
cheque for $100,000 expressing the wish of the 
anonymous donor that "this gift will stimulate 
men of good will and other faiths to join in the 
effort for the relief of those afflicted by lep- 
rosy. 


It didn't take the World Council staff long to 
decide that the money should go to ALERT, the 
All-Africa Leprosy and Rehabilitation Training 
Centre situated on a pleasant and spacious site 
just outside Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The centre, 
a brainchild of Dr. Paul Brand and Dr. Stanley 
Browne, was started four years ago to provide 
"training in an African setting for physicians 
and all senior categories of leprosy workers 
and rehabilitation workers from any part of 
Africa", 


Africa is a continent with a leprosy problem. 
Of its estimated 3,868,000 leprosy sufferers, 
only 1,712,132 are registered. While it is now 
easier than ever before to diagnose leprosy in 
its early and curable stages, getting people to 
admit they have it is still a problem. Leprosy 
can begin in any one of four ways: light-colour- 
ed patches with no feeling appear on the skin; 
thickening of the skin especially around the 
face and ears; loss of feeling or weakness in 
the fingers or toes; or pain Starting in the 
nerves. At this stage a patient can be cured, 
deformity prevented. Equally important, the 
spread of disease to family and friends can be 
stopped before it has begun. 


Why then the reluctance to come forward? Many 
people, particularly those in remote areas, sim- 
ply do not know what the first Signs of the dis- 
ease are. But for many others the old taboos 
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linger on. Fearing social ostracism, patients 
are afraid to confess that they have the disease. 
Others think there is no cure. So the slow de- 
terioration begins. Loss of feeling in the ex-’ 
tremities of the body becomes more pronounced. 
Unfelt cuts and burns become infected and cause 
the hideous deformities responsible for people's 
fear of the disease. 


Dr. Fenton Ross, the British-born director of 
training at ALERT, finds this by-no-means in= 
evitable progression depressing. For while ‘the 
drugs to cure the disease exist, the incidence 
of leprosy is increasing and it continues to be 
one of the major causes of physical disability 
in today's world. But he is equally anxious 
that people not get the idea that because’ drugs 
are available, a universal cure is in sight. 


The problem for any doctor treating leprosy, he 
Says, is to persuade people who have never had 
the opportunity for prolonged medical care or 
treatment "'to walk the three hours it takes to 
get to the nearest health centre once a week for 
five years". For that is how long a cure may 
take. And a simple thing like the rainy season, 
which makes it almost impossible to get to the 
clinic, can set a patient back to paralysed ©" 
square one. eran 


ALERT, then, cannot perform miracles but its in- 
tegrated, comprehensive approach to thé whole 
question of leprosy makes it a model'and place” 
of pilgrimage for leprologists and doctors in- 
terested in public health care from all’ over 

the world. In partnership with the Ethiopian 
Government , church-related agencies (which 

have contributed $228,500 through the WCC's 
Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World 
Service) and secular voluntary agencies and gov- 
ernments, ALERT plays a highly significant role 
in the treatment and cure of the disease. “Basi- 
cally, the centre has a three-pronged programme : 
training, service and research. 


To carry out its programme, ALERT with a staff 
of 20 expatriates and 300 Ethiopians has set up 
headquarters adjoining the Princess Zenebework 
Hospital just outside Addis Ababa. In a large 
compound, spacious and airy single-story buil- 
dings have been constructed which contain lec- 
ture rooms, clinics, wards, workshops and a 
research institute. Some $1 million have been 
invested in making this one of the most up-to- 
date medical centres in Africa. © rep. 


Since 1968, more than 60 trainees from 10 African 
countries have come for instruction provided in 
courses of three months and more. Some remain 
for as much as a year. Sixty may not seem a very 
large number but these are key people. The ma- 
jority of those trained so far are supervisors 
of rural leprosy programmes in their countries. 
They go back to teach better techniques to their 
own staff. For example, the students in the fa 
Rural Supervisors Course held in early 1970 have 
o (hore) 
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dispersed to take up appointments in Liberia, the 
Sudan, Uganda, Tanzania and Ethiopia. The cen- 
tre's fame is spreading and new trainees are now 
coming. 


Training is also given to physio-therapists, 
doctors, medical students and student nurses in 
Ethiopia. As the programme and work become bet- 
ter established ALERT will arrange more and more 
post-graduate courses. The first is scheduled 
for this September. Training is also carried 
out through international conferences held in 
Africa and through various public health teach- 
ing aids produced at the centre. 


The material is attractive and simply written. 
Health workers are given hints on how to get 
across the basic message that leprosy can be 
cured. Diagrams and slogans assist in the pre- 
sentation....''Remember: Wash, Soak, Oil'’.... 
"Inspect, Rest, Protect, Dressings will not heal 
ulcers". Simple messages that could mean the 
difference between keeping or loosing a hand or 
foot. 


Government Leprosarium 


The Princess Zenebework Hospital is basical- 

ly a government leprosarium and as such forms 

the hub of the Ethiopian Government's leprosy 
control programme. The fact that ALERT is based 
on a busy service institution is, of course, es- 
sential for its own work. For one thing students 
need patients on which to practise techniques of 
diagnosis and treatment. In addition ALERT is 
able to carry out a vigorous demonstration pro- 
gramme of control, rehabilitation and resettle- 
ment in urban and rural areas. Some 5,000 pa- 
tients are under treatment on an out-patient ba- 
sis coming in for treatment once a week, and over 
1,700 are admitted to the hospital each year. 

It is also part of ALERT's policy to admit non- 
leprosy patients to the 120-bed hospital in or- 
der to break down the strict segregation of lep- 
rosy sufferers. 


The average length of stay for most patients is 
about three weeks, which can include surgery. 
One of the most interesting advances made in the 
treatment of leprosy is the tendon transplant 
operation and ALERT, which is fully equipped to 
carry it out, performs 250 major operations each 
year. Patients who suffer from ''claw hands" and 
"drop foot'' can be assisted through physio-the- 
rapy to slowly straighten their affected limbs; 
then it is possible to operate. 


One young girl patient I saw was being prepared 
for a tendon transplant. Every day she was be- 
ing coaxed and encouraged by the resident phy- 
sio-therapist, David Ward, to restore some of 
the movement to her hands. When she is ready, 
the operation will transplant a tendon to the 
hand and eventually she will recover partial use 
but the anesthetized effect will never go. This 
deadness of the limbs affects a patient deeply. 


Often leprosy sufferers, if asked to draw a pic- 
ture of themselves, will leave out the dead areas 
and. draw a body, without a hand or foot. 


ALERT also lays great emphasis on rehabilitation. 
The primary aim here is to prevent insensitive 
hands and feet from being injured and subsequent- 
ly deformed by ulcers. A, particularly effective 
weapon. in the struggle is protective footwear. 
The physio-therapy department of ALERT has found 
a way to build up the inner sole of ordinary rub- 
ber-soled tennis shoes. Patients who previously 
rejected special shoes are now asking for them 
because they look like what everyone else wears. 
Over 7,000 pairs of protective shoes and boots 
have been turned out in the workshop in the com- 
pound, which incidentally gives employment and 

a trade to leprosy patients, a further step in 
the rehabilitation process. 


Leprosy is a disease with many social ramifica- 
tions. Aside from the age-old problem of pre- 
judice, the effect that leprosy can have on a 
family is profound. In addition, disability 
makes employment difficult. A young Ethiopian 
social worker, Asfaha Bemet, heads up the medi- 
co-social team of ALERT which tries to serve pa- 
tients in the totality of their problems and not 
just as medical cases. Not much has been done 
so far towards establishing vocational training 
centres or resettlement farms but these are all 
down on ALERT's agenda and will eventually be- 
come a vital part of their service role. 


International Research Team 


Apart from these solid human achievements, per- 
haps the most dramatic work taking place at 
ALERT is in the laboratories of the Armauer 
Hansen Research Institute, named after the Nor- 
wegian who discovered the leprosy bacillus. A 
research team from several different countries 
and headed by Dr. Tore Godal of Norway is on the 
verge of a breakthrough in leprosy research. 


According to James McGilvray, director of the 
WCC's Christian Medical Commission, 'There is an 
exciting possibility that the Institute will dis- 
cover how leprosy is transmitted". This is a 
problem that has baffled medical science for the 
past 40 years, partly because there is no experi- 
mental animal known to be susceptible to the dis- 
ease. 


The difficulties bear out Dr. Godal's contention 
that leprosy is "a fascinating disease from the 
research point of view''. But now in the well- 
equipped laboratories of the Institute a leprosy 
bacillus has been cultivated. An analysis of 
malignant, lesions has shown that. they lack the 
"police officers" normally present in healthy 
bodies and able to fight infection. The problem 
is to discover whether the absence of "police 
officers'"' is due to heredity or a matter of in- 
fection. Eventually it is hoped that a vaccine 
can be developed. 

(more) 


These three features of ALERT's work: training, 
service and research, have been woven together 
into a strong and integrated whole to fight lep- 
rosy on several fronts. With the help of gifts 
from individuals, governments and Christian agen- 
cies around the world, significant achievements 
have been made and real advances are in prospect. 
But the need for trained staff in the battle to 
combat the disease remains as great as ever. It 
is ALERT's hope that many more Africans will come 
forward to join the struggle. 


Stephen Whittle 
WCC Staff Writer 


RACE PROGRAMME ENTERS A NEW PHASE 


Geneva (EPS) - The approval which the Central 
Committee (CC) in Addis Ababa gave to the actions 
of the Executive Committee since its last meet- 
ing in Canterbury must be understood as a sig- 
nal for action. Not simply to justify the past 
and the turbulent discussion which followed the 
granting of funds to 19 anti-racist organisations, 
the more than 100 voting members of the Committee 
motioned for the next phase of the race programme 
to start. 


The five-point action programme prepared by the 
staff of the Programme to Combat Racism (PCR) and 
approved with enthusiasm contains these five em- 
phases: 


First, reactions in the churches have shown the 
need for basic biblical reflection on the whole 
race programme. In some countries this may have 
been done, but the response to the grants showed 
that many church members still feel very deeply 
that this kind of programme has little to do 
with their life of faith. 


Secondly, there is a great need for precise in- 
formation and documentation. This involves the 
collection, analysis and interpretation of mate- 
rial showing the effects of white racism and the 
struggle of the oppressed against it. 


In this context the PCR has already published two 
profiles on southern African liberation movements 
(Frelimo and PAIGC), while a third one on the ANC 
(African National Congress) is being published 
this week. These can be obtained from the Pub- 
lication Department of the World Council. They 
are being distributed in great quantities and 
have already aroused considerable interest. 


Following up its two grants to Aboriginal organi- 
sations in Australia, the PCR staff commissioned 
further research on the status of the various 
Aboriginal communities there, using funds pro- 
vided by a group of Australians living in Europe. 
Two research reports have now been received, and 
a symposium is planned for Asia toward the end 
of the year to discuss the future role of Abori- 
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gines in Australian society. 


Thirdly, the PCR is authorised to study the cau- 
ses of white racism. The existence of a number 
of national committees guarantees that the study 
will be under way before long. Several coun=- 
tries having firsthand knowledge of the issue 
Will be able to contribute relevant data. Thus 
an international flow of material will set the 
stage for penetrating national studies. 


The fourth emphasis of the PCR centres on the 
concept of liberation in the broadest sense. 

An international programme may not be able to 
engage directly in liberation, but it can en- 
courage the type of study that is directed to- 
wards action. Programmes that envisage further 
‘conscientization' of both the racially oppres- 
sed and their oppressors come in this category. 
An important element is study directed towards 
changing structures which hinder racial justice 
or which enhance racial injustice. The PCR is 
now doing research on the proposed Kumene Dam in 
southern Angola. The project will inquire into 
the history of the negotiations, the financial 
arrangements, the side effects of the scheme on 
the people in southern Angola and South West Af- 
rica, the effects of the proposed settlement of 
half a million white settlers contemplated as 
part of the scheme, the similarities with the 
Cabora Bassa Dam in Mozambique and the effects 
of the plan on the activities of liberation 
movements active in the region. The result will 
enable the churches to take action in relation 
to governments and the industrial commmity. 


Another study, already under way, concentrates 
on the Indian problem in Latin America. A very 
successful consultation was held in the West 
Indies recently with the participation of uni- 
versities of Bern and the West Indies. A report 
of that meeting including its specific recom- 
mendations to the World Council of Churches and 
its member churches will be published shortly. 


Further, land rights will be the subject of an- 
other international consultation involving coun- 
tries where these questions are acute, such as 
Alaska, Australia, New Zealand, the USA and se- 
veral Latin American nations. The findings of: 
this symposium will form a WCC contribution to 
the UN International Year for Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination. 


The ial Fund 


Contributions are still coming in from churches 
and individuals for the Special Fund to Combat 
Racism. Initially this fund was launched with 
a large contribution from the reserves of the — 
World Council of Churches ($200,000). But in 
the future the fund will oly give grants which 
have come directly from the churches. At the © 
moment the fund contains $123,481. The Interna- 
tional Advisory Committee meets in March to re- 
commend a new list of recipients to the aj 
more 
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Committee, which will convene in Bulgaria ne 
September. oY 


The creation of regional, national and even lo- 
cal committees will help the International Ad- 
visory Committee to select and propose organisa- 
tions which should receive grants. Such groups 
must serve purposes that are not inconsonant with 
the general purposes of the WCC, which works to 
further economic, social and political justice. 


The Addis Debate 


The Central Committee in Addis Ababa, which met 
from January 10-21, discussed all these develop- 
ments at length. In light of the debate prece- 
ding the meeting, a number of clarifications 
were written into the programme. It was once 
more clearly stated that the Arnoldshain deci- 
sion, by which the Executive Committee granted 
$200,000 to 19 organisations of the racially op- 
pressed, was in accord with the decisions of the 
Central Committee in Canterbury (1969). About 
violence the Addis CC said, "The WCC does not 
and cannot identify itself completely with any 
political movement, nor does it pass judgement 
on those victims of racism who are driven to vio- 
lence as the only way left to them to redress 
grievances and so open the way for a new and more 
just social order". 


The Committee also initiated a new appeal to the 
member churches in support of the original mini- 
mum Special Fund Appeal of $500,000 and requested 
the PCR to bring special projects and programmes 
to the attention of the member churches for their 


support. 


An effort was also made by the CC to help the 
churches find ways to combat racism at home, 
when it stated: 


"The CC urges the member churches themselves or 
through their respective national councils to 
investigate and analyze the military, political, 
industrial and financial systems of their coun- 
tries to discover and identify the involvement 
and support provided by these systems in the 
perpetuation of racism and racial discrimination 
in the domestic and the foreign policies of their 
countries and to coordinate their findings through 
the Programme to Combat Racism." 


The discussions in Addis Ababa and the clarifica- 
tions which the CC made in the PCR answered most 
of the critique voiced by the member churches af- 
ter the Arnoldshain action. It was significant 
that the delegation from Germany, where the dis- 
cussion was most critical, expressed its full 
satisfaction with the results. Also the British 
delegation felt that the CC had answered the na- 
tional critique satisfactorily. The only voice 
from South Africa, however, persisted in the 
critique which had followed the grants decision. 
It is clear that the WCC needs a new discussion 
with the member churches in that country. 


Dialogue with South Africa 


Even before Addis the South African churches had 
expressed a desire for such talks. The general 
secretary assured them that the WCC was more than 
ready. It remains to be seen whether such a con- 
sultation can take place in South Africa itself 
(which of course would be preferable) in view of 
the government's antagonism to the WCC. When 
the vice-chairman of the CC, Miss Pauline Webb, 
traveled to South Africa, she was kept in the Jo- 
hannesburg airport for 24 hours and refused ad- 
mission to the country, despite the fact that 
she aS a British citizen did not need an entry 
visa. 


It is to be hoped that the churches of South Af- 
rica can convince their government that an offi- 
cial WCC delegation should be allowed to enter. 
If such cannot be assured the consultation will 
have to be held elsewhere. In that case of 
course the delegates appointed by the South Af- 
rican churches will need valid passports? 


Perhaps the most significant result of the Addis 
meeting was the will of all members to intensify 
the PCR. This was possible because there was no 
quarrel with the basic objective of the programe, 
only with the Special Fund and the way it was dis- 
tributed. The ecumenical movement has a 20-year- 
old consensus on the need for racial justice. 

This conviction is based not simply on humani- 
tarian grounds but also on the insight of faith 
that racism is a denial of the Gospel. Now that 
the methods have been clarified nothing prohibits 
the churches from involving themselves actively 
in efforts to combat racial injustice. 


Albert van den Heuvel 
Director, Department of Commmication 


A SWISS INITIATIVE 
Bern (EPS) - Uppsala, Beirut and Montreux put the 
spotlight on development at international level, 
along with the papal encyclical Populorum Pro- 
gressio. Since then churches in many countries 
have been considering what it would mean if world 
development were taken seriously at the national 
level. 


In Switzerland an important conference was con- 
vened last November by the Swiss Protestant 
Church Federation, the Roman Catholic Episcopal 
Conference and the Old Catholic Church. The goal 
was guidelines for a national development policy. 
Present in addition to churchmen and representa- 
tives of voluntary organisations were economists, 
civil servants, scientists and army officials. 
Foreign observers and representatives of the 
younger generation were also invited. 


Conference papers, discussions and conclusions 
(more) 


were aimed at equipping the churches to assist 
in formating a national policy and to suggest 
ways of implementing it to their own members, 
the Swiss Government and those in the economic, 
social and educational sectors. 


In defining the meaning of world development, the 
conference rejected as false such statements as 
the following: 

~ "World development simply means extending to 
the rest of the world the benefits of our pro- 
ducer/consumer society, with its emphasis on im- 
proving man's material existence". 

- "Development is the unrestrained growth and 
use of technology". 


The conference affirmed that true development 
should: 

~ "free the masses from the burdens of hunger, 
poverty and oppression; 

~ give men the opportunity to be responsible for 
their own lives and that of the society to which 
they belong; 

- give men the opportunity to express their own 
cultural genius; 

~ give men the opportunity to participate fully 
in the life of the whole human family". 

Various motives for development were examined 
and participants quickly vetoed those based ex- 
Clusively on the interests of the rich countries. 
They urged a conscientious stand in favour of a 
world society run according to the principle of 
solidarity, in the same way as any other well- 
organised national society. 


"Throughout the world", they said, "technically 
advanced societies are developing in an anarchi- 
cal manner; nowhere is man able to control then. 
If Third World countries are to achieve specific 
development targets, the powerful, technically 
advanced societies should limit their own deve- 
lopment and their investments to explicitly de- 
fined world-wide objectives. Such a plan re- 
quires new national and supra-national institu- 
tions which, while they are independent at the 
local and regional level, should be fully inte- 
grated at the world level. This is a long-term 
goal, but we should prepare for it now and speed 
up the intermediate stages; otherwise we shall 
be overtaken by events and condemned to make- 
shift solutions". 


And the participants continued: "Neither the 
individualist socio-economic and political sys- 
tems of the West, nor the collectivist system of 
the East is suited to the complexities of contem- 
porary human life. Our mutual development can 
come about only within a rationally balanced 
structure that is constantly being readjusted to 
meet the legitimate demands of the individual, 
on the one hand, and those of society, on the 
other. The radical, ideological antithesis be- 
tween the various Western societies and those of 
the East has become a dangerous myth. It engen- 
ders fear, which paves the way for war. It en- 
courages foreign intervention in the Third World 
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which impedes its development and mobilizes it 
for military ends. Ideological criticism re- 
quires Christians and their churches to examine 
their own positions constantly". 


Churches Have a Political Mission 


Participants acknowledged that while the churches 
have heretofore considered Christian responsibi- 
lity for society an individual matter, they are 
now beginning to see that it has a collective 
dimension as well. This gives the churches a 
political mission. 


"They should not necessarily become more "poli- 
tically involved'," said the conference. "On 
the contrary, they should often become less so, 
because those Christians and churches who main- 
tain they are outside of politics often uphold 
the Establishment. The first political move by 
Christians and churches should be to champion 
the cause of the poor, the exploited, the op- 
pressed and all those who are denied basic hu- 
man rights, and to undertake concrete action on 
their behalf, This brings them into conflict 
with existing economic and social systems » and 
may provoke changes in society...". 


"The churches should be the place where politi- 
cal problems can be discussed...where questions 
are asked that are politically taboo and where 
minorities are allowed to have their say. The 
churches will try to bring to light problems 
disguised by political ideologies or prejudices." 


One practical consequence of this analysis was 
the proposal to create an interconfessional bo- 
dy responsible for keeping abreast of Swiss na- 
tional policy and its implications. Such a bo-. 
dy should also study the problems of development. 


Programme to Combat Racism 


The Swiss churches were asked to approve the 
Programme to Combat Racism of the World Council 
of Churches and to oppose any business venture 
entailing the eviction of a native population by 
whites, without consideration for the subsequent, 
perhaps catastrophic, effect on society (possible 
eventual participation of Swiss interests in the 
construction of the Cabora Bassa Dam in Mozam- 
bique). 


Swiss churches were requested to come out in fa- 
vour of strong control of the armaments industry 
and prohibiting the export of arms. They were 
also urged to ask the Swiss Federal Political 
Department to make its 1964 embargo on the sale 
of arms to South Africa applicable "to states 
where, by means of violence, a privileged mi- 
nority is kept in power at the expense of the 
majority of the population". 


To have full information it is necessary to have 

freedom of expression. 'The Swiss authorities 

should invite well-known leaders of oppressed 
(more) 
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peoples in the Third World and heads of libera- 
tion movements to Switzerland'"', it was stated, 
"so, that they can give us the vital details need- 
ed to complete our information''. And finally, 
the churches were asked to ‘consider the ques- 
tion of the banker's;duty of secrecy insofar as 
it favours the flight of capital from the Third 
World". 4 


A paper prepared by the Institute for Journalism 
at the University of Fribourg showed that in the 
major Swiss newspapers during a six-week period 
in 1970, news from Third World countries repre- 
sented between 25 and 29% of all international 
news. But when information about conflicts (Mid- 
dle East, Nigeria-Biafra) was subtracted, the 
percentage dropped to between 5 and 10%. 


The conference recommended that an information 
centre, including a documentation office, be set 
up and. financed by 2% of all the money collected 
for development purposes by church and lay volun- 
tary organisations. In addition a grant from 
the Confederation and contributions from private 
firms would be needed. 


Conscientisation for Switzerland 


Since churches and voluntary organisations reach 
only a limited circle, it was suggested that the 
method of 'conscientisation' now being used in 
Latin America be introduced into Switzerland to 
mobilize certain social groups. Simply insert- 
ing the subject of ‘aid to developing countries' 
into school curriculums will not promote a con- 
scious awareness of development problems in the 
schools, it was said. What is needed is a gene- 
ral revision of the educational system, particu- 
larly the teaching of history, geography and ci- 
vics. 


"Pupils will realise the importance of interna- 
tional relations at a world level and be prepar- 
ed to influence them only if they have learnt at 
school how to discuss them with others of their 
own age and come to practical decisions", the 
conference said. Church organisations were re- 
minded that the information they distribute 
"should not be aimed solely at increasing their 
collections. They should also act as society's 
conscience, even if this brings a drop in re- 
ceipts for the time being. Information work 
would be more ecumenical if done in collaboration 
with non-church organisations"’. 


1% of GNP by '80 


Delegates found it difficult to define an overall 
policy for commerce and finance, due to the great 
diversity of interests represented. They agreed 
that since Switzerland's assistance to developing 
countries has so far been out of all proportion 
to its responsibilities, the sum should be great- 
ly increased. In the short term, Swiss develop- 
ment aid should match the contributions of other 
Western industrialized countries, e.g. 0.37% of 


gross national product (GNP) in 1969. In the 
medium and long term, it should reach 0.7 - 1% 
of GNP by 1980. 


Although no one questioned the usefulness of cer- 
tain private investments, nor the need to inte- 
grate them,into plans of the developing countries, 
opinions were, however, divided as to whether 
"the governments of developing countries effec- 
tively take into account the interests of their 
peoples in their choice) of private investments, 
and whether an investment really affects deve- 
lopment. (multiplying effects, social costs, etc: )'. 


The conference studied the question of increasing 
exports from Third World countries, the free for- 
mation of prices for raw materials, and competi- 
tion between agricultural products from Third 
World. countries and those grown in Switzerland. 
It was agreed that special research,is needed so 
that a coherent national policy can be defined. 


Clément. Barbey 
Assistant General Secretary 
World Council of Churches 


(Translated from French by WCC Translation. Dept. ) 


(This roundup includes the main news items co- 
vered in the weekly editions of Ecumenical Press 
Service during the last month.) 


RACISM, HUMAN RIGHTS, CHURCH UNION 
HIGHLIGHTED DURING FEBRUARY 
Geneva, February 28 (EPS) - The World Council's 
Programme to Combat Racism, flagrant violations 
of human rights in the Indochina war and threa- 
tened penalties for WCC member churches in South 


Africa were among the news headlines during the 
month. 


A gift of; an undisclosed sum of money by. Queen 
Juliana of the Netherlands to a Dutch organisa- 
tion campaigning for Christian commitment to the 
WCC's anti-racism programme revived the contro- 
versial ongoing debate that began in earnest last 
September after the Council allocated US$ 200,000 
to 19 organisations actively engaged in combating 
white racism. 


The Dutch daily newspaper de Tijd (Roman Catho-- 
lic) said the Queen gave “her consent to the 

aims and purposes of those combating racism", 
but many South Africans thought it was the last 
straw in their relations with their "motherland" 
Holland. 


During the last week of February the World Coun- 
cil's Commission of the Churches on Internation- 
al Affairs again called attention to the fla- 
grant violations of human rights in the Indo- 
china war. Ina letter to the ministers of 
(more) 
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foreign affairs of governments both directly and 
indirectly involved in the conflict, the Commis- 
Sion said, "We dare not allow ourselves to be- 

come numb to this seemingly unending conflict and 
unbounded destruction of life and human dignity". 


The letter said the Council had spoken on the In- 
dochina war since 1954. Once again it said a 
just peace will not come by seeking further mili- 
tary successes. Therefore the continued expan- 
Sion of the war cannot be justified. The inva- 
sion of Laos "threatens to precipitate wider es- 
calation and further undermine the system of in- 
ternational justice upon which our hope of peace 
depends", the letter added. 


It asked a number of governments to take steps to 
implement the international agreements in order 
to bring peace and pave the way to truly effec- 
tive protection of human rights. 


Member churches of the World Council in South Af- 
rica continued to be harassed by the apartheid 
government of Prime Minister Vorster. The go- 
vernment-appointed chief minister of the Trans- 
kei, Kaiser Matanzima, said that no application 
for church sites in his territory would be con- 
sidered until the congregation announced its 
Stand on the WCC's Programme to Combat Racism. 
But the Methodist Church said it would continue 
its missionary work despite government threats. 


The town council of Meyertown in the Transvaal 
has ruled that any church affiliated with the 
World Council will lose its tax exemption and 
have to pay mmicipal taxes. Other towns are 
said to be considering similar action. 


Meanwhile the World Council of Churches announced 
that a further US$ 123,481 have been made avail- 
able to its Special Fund to Combat Racism. 


The idea of a universal council put forward at the 
WCC's Fourth Assembly in Sweden in July '68 was 
taken up again by a joint committee of the Lu- 
theran World Federation and the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches. Citing utterances from Refor- 
mation leaders and bilateral theological dialogues 
as reasons for considering a universal council, 
the joint committee agreed to study and support 


February 1971 


the possibilities of such a council. 


Christian unity was kept to the fore during the 
month with the announcement that three Belgian 
Protestant churches may begin to negotiate church 
union. They are the Protestant Church, the Re- 
formed Church and the Flemish Reformed Church. 

It is understood that negotiations will begin af- 
ter each synod has given approval. 


Czechoslovakian churches announced that there are 
now two councils of churches there. One serves 
the Czech Socialist Republic and the other the 
Slovak Republic. It is understood that an effort 
will be made to "nurture, strengthen and further 
develop the commmion of faith and love in the 
spirit of existing traditions". 


The social and humanitarian concerns of the Chris- 
tian Church were further emphasised when the go- 
vernnent of Pakistan approved a WCC-sponsored re- 
habilitation plan for part of flood-ravaged East 
Pakistan. Estimated to cost US$ 750,000, the 
plan involves the erection of at least three vil- 
lages and the provision of agricultural and fish- 
ing equipment and livestock. The plan will help 
1,800 families. 


In Lima, Peru, representatives from nine Latin 
American countries at an Urban-Industrial Mis- 
sion meeting said that urban mission must con- 
stantly be reformulated in terms of specific 
needs of the people and the peculiar requirements 
of the continent. They called for action-orien- 
ted groups to take part in the struggle for jus- 
tice and peace. 


Following the Central Committee's recent appro- 
val of a new structure for the World Council, 
General Secretary Eugene Carson Blake announced 
that the Rev. Philip Potter from Dominica, West 
Indies would be chairman of the Programme Unit 
on Faith and Witness. He also named the Rev, 
Alan A. Brash of New Zealand as chairman of the 
Programme Unit on Justice and Service and the 
Rev. Werner Simpfendorfer of Germany as chair- 
man of the Programme Unit on Education and Com- 
munication. Each appointment is for 18 months. 


PERISCOPE 


National SODEPAX for Japan 


ated a Japan SODEPAX (Committee for Society, - 


July 1970 in Tokyo, and further encouragement came from the EACC Continuation Committee and the Catholic 
Bishops Conference in Manila in November. 
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Christian Life Difficult in South Africa 


Dr. Andre Appel, general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, reported that growing numbers of 
Christians in South Africa are finding life more and more difficult under a policy of separate develop- 
ment. After a 12-day tour of the country, he reported 18 expatriate church workers have had their tem- 
porary residence permits withdrawn since 1965, nine of these in the last six months. In a talk with 

the Rev. J.D. Vorster, moderator of the Dutch Reformed Church, Dr. Appel pressed for a Lutheran-Reformed 
dialogue similar to those under way in many places. The brother of the Prime Minister was very critical 
of European theologians, saying they have abandoned the traditional understanding of the Bible and the 
inerrancy of Scripture and therefore have different positions on issues confronting society. 


New Patriarch for Moscow 


A new patriarch for the Russian Orthodox Church will be elected at a local council in Moscow from 30 
May to 2 June with enthronement following immediately. ach of the church's 70 bishops is eligible. 
Those planning to attend the ceremonies include Archbishop Ieronymos, Primate of Greece, and Metropoli- 
tan Iakovos of Mytilene, director of foreign affairs for the Greek Church. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake will 
represent the World Council of Churches. 


Lima Registrations Climbing 


Registrations for the World Assembly of the World Council of Christian Education (WCCE) to be held in 
Lima, Peru next July now stand at 230 and seem likely to pass 300, including church educators from some 
80 countries. 


PEOPLE IN THE NEWS 


Mr. E.V. Mathew, 53, an advocate on the High Court of Bangalore, India and executive editor of The 
Guardian weekly, died February 11 following a heart attack. A member of the supreme legislative body 
of the Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar, Mr. Mathew was a speaker at the New Delhi Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches and participated in the Church and Society Conference in 1966. In addition 
to serving on the governing boards of several Indian institutions including the Christian Institute for 
the Study of Religion and Society and the United Theological College, he was on the International Sec- 
retariat of the Christian (Prague) Peace Conference. 


Dr. Anwar M. Barkat, formerly assistant director of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, was inaugurated 
the principal of Forman Christian College in Lahore, West Pakistan on January 3. He is the first Paki- 
stani to hold that post. 


The Rev. Henk van Andel, secretary for ecumenical sharing of personnel in the World Council of Churches, 
has been appointed secretary for the self-tax movement for world welfare (X minus Y) in the Netherlands. 
He will serve as liaison with development action groups in Europe and the USA. 


The Rev. George Morrison of Vancouver, B.C., Canada will succeed the Rev. Ernest E. Long as secretary of 
the General Council of the United Church of Canada when the latter retires June 30, 1972. Mr. Morrison 
left the vice-presidency of IBM of Canada to study theology, then served an inner-city church in Win- 
nipeg before going to Vancouver. 


Mr. Ofori Akyea, 30, president of the National YMCA of Ghana, has been named full-time secretary for 
development by the World Alliance of the YMCA. A staff member of the Institute of African Studies at 
the University of Ghana, he has been chairman of the Alliance's Committee for Programme and Leadership. 


Dr. Marcus Braun, a German Lutheran, and Father Colin Davison, an Anglican, are among those recently 
notified they will not be allowed to remain in South Africa. Dr. Braun has been in charge of an urban 
industrial mission study in Soweto near Johannesburg since 1969. Publicity was given to a mid-December 
incident when he and an African were refused admission to a Dutch Reformed Church in Maraisburg. Father 
Davison has lived in the country since 1963. 


The Rev. Kiyoshi Ii has resigned as moderator of the United Church of Christ in Japan and been replaced 
by the Rev. Mitsuho Yoshida, vice moderator and pastor of Kochi Church in Shikoku, who is charged with 
convening the General Assembly before the end of October 1971. Mr. Ii is the author of the fourth plan 
for the assembly, postponed from last fall. 
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Mr. David E. Johnson, 27, of New York City, a professional actor and member of the Episcopal Church (USA), 
was made a member of the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches at the Addis Ababa meeting 
of the Central Committee. He replaces the late Bishop Reed, a Canadian Anglican. 


Education Whole 


An illustrated report of last year’s Bergen consultation on education written by Martin Conway is now 
off the press. Edited by the WCC's Office of Education, the report entitled Seeing Education Whole 
looks at the world educational crisis and the Church's contribution. It is available from the WCC Pub- 
lications Office (S.Fr. 6.80, $2.00). 


Sierra Leone Methodists Seek Independence 


The Sierra Leone Methodist Church will request automony at the next General Conference of the United 
Methodist Church (USA) in 1972, according to a decision made in Freetown early this month by the Pro- 
visional Central Conference. Dr. Issac Bivens, associate secretary of the UMC's Board of Missions, 
assured the conference that financial support would continue until. the church was self-supporting. 
The Sierra Leone church has a membership of 26,863 and 147 primary schools and 10 secondary schools. 


Women Pastors for Brazil? 


The Evangelical Church of Lutheran Confession in Brazil may soon have women pastors following a ruling 
by the council that "in principle there is no juridical difference between male or female pastors" and 
parish administration can be exercised by a woman. A young woman has completed studies at Sao Leopoldo 
Seminary and two others are in residence. 


First Step to Inter-commmnion 


The General Synod of the Church of England last week instructed its standing commission on canon law to 
prepare a draft canon that would permit baptised and commmicant members of other churches, in good 
standing in their own churches, to receive Holy Communion. 


Philippines Protestants , Catholics Cooperate 


Five Protestant and Roman Catholic radio networks operating 32 stations throughout the Philippines have 

joined forces to train supervisory personnel, with the cooperation of the National Manpower and Youth 

Council. Effect of the programme will be multiplied as supervisors return to their own stations and 

organize similar caurses. Participating are the Mascom Network of the Philippines Council of Churches, 

te gi df a Co., Philippine Federation of Catholic Broadcasters » Radio Veritas and Southeast 
ia 0 Voice. 


More Independence for Finnish Church? 


Supreme direction of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland should be vested in an enlarged episco- 
pal conference elected by the church, according to a committee that has spent four years studying church- 
State relations. Government, it said, should be responsible only for activities related to political 
functions. Under present law the government has supreme authority over the church. The committee re- 
commended that the right of taxation be given to other registered religious commmities as well as lu- 
theran and Orthodox and that religious instruction in school be based on fundamental tenets of the 
Christian faith, ethical elements and understanding other churches and religions besides the Lutheran. 


Catholic Bishops Bow to Ian Smith 


Rhodesia's Roman Catholic Church has agreed under pressure to a government request to limit the percen- 
tage of black pupils in predominantly white church-run schools to 6%. A statement signed by Rhodesia's 
five Catholic bishops said the temporary concessions would remain in force pending further negotiations. 
The bishops said they reject the ideological principle behind the Land Tenure Act which restricts the 
right of one race to "occupy" land in another racial area without permission. cio + 4 
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Church and Politics in Yugoslavia 


A Commission of the Serbian Youth Organisation recently concluded that churches in Serbia have greatly 
increased their influence on young people in the last few years. The Commission warned the churches 
against misusing this influence. However, Zlatko Frid, the president of the state Commission for Reli- 
gious Questions in Croatia, said that becoming less politically involved in no way meant that the Church 
should be kept out of public life. 


Bibles -- Even from Slot Machines 


In the last two years distribution of Bibles in Africa has increased to over 800,000 copies. There are 
now in Africa 8.5 million Bibles. The Reformed Church of Romania was granted an import licence for 
10,000 Bibles. This is the first time.since 1945 that permission has been granted to a Romanian Pro- 
testant church to import Bibles from the West. The Bibles are distributed by the United Bible Societies. 
A total of 5,000 Bibles are to be imported from Hungary into Slovakia. They are to go to the Reformed 
Church in Slovakia. In Brussels recently slot machines were installed by the Belgian Bible Society in 
front of its building in Aarlenstraat. 


Sweden - Baptists, Methodists and Congregationalists Seek Unity 


Delegates of the Baptist, Methodist and Congregational churches met recently to discuss the problems 
created by a merger of their churches. Various ad hoc committees are examining ways of achieving this 
merger. Success for this project would lead to an increase in social work in the country; theological 
studies could be simplified; Protestant religious newspapers could merge; and ecumenical organisations 
in Sweden could join forces. 


Spread of the Bible in Africa 


A seminar organised by Catholics and Protestants in Gabon and in Cameroun, to promote the spread of the 
Bible, took place from 26 January to 7 February in Libreville (Gabon). It was attended by about thirty 
delegates. 


Common Worship in a New Village 


The foundation stone of an ecumenical church being built in the new hamlet of Maurin (in the French de- 
partment of Hérault), was laid in the presence of the Catholic and Protestant church authorities. When 
finished, this hamlet will hold 900 inhabitants. 


A New Link Between Swiss Protestants and Catholics 


Switzerland's twenty Protestant churches have declared that they are in favour of the repeal of Articles 
51 and 52 of the Constitution of the Confederation. These articles forbid the presence of Jesuits in 
Switzerland and the opening of new convents. This positive action may prompt the Government to organise 
a separate vote in favour of the repeal of these particular articles. A total revision of the federal 
Constitution is being planned by the Government. 


Orthodox Planning Session 


The Inter-Orthodox Commission preparing for the long-awaited Pan-Orthodox Council will meet during the 
first part of March at the Ecumenical Patriarchate's Centre at Chambésy (Geneva). The themes to be 
studied by the Commission include: The sources of biblical revelation, the participation of the faith- 
ful in church liturgy, rules of fasting, impediments to marriage, the question of the calendar, and 
church economy. 


Algerian Catholics and Protestants Take Commmion Together 


The Catholic and Protestant commmities of Constantine, in Algeria, decided that their 1970 Christmas 
vigil service would include a joint celebration of the Lord's Supper. A joint appeal to this effect 
was signed by R. Pépin, the Diocesan Vicar General, and Pastor G. Schrick. 
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All-Africa Leprosy and Rehabilitation Training Centre (ALERT) outside Addis Ababa, Ethiopia specializes 
in training, service and research that will benefit the continent's 3,868,000 leprosy sufferers. See 
story Page 4, 


Opposite: (829) Ato Nigussie Wolde Aregai is administrator of Princess Zenebework Hospital. operated 
by ALERT. (830) Airy, spacious new buildings provide quarters for classrooms, clinics, wards and the 
research institute. (831) Ordinary tennis shoes can be used by patients when equipped with special 
inner soles made in ALERT's workroom, thus giving employment to a patient. (832) Rehabilitation is a 
major aim of ALERT. Two patients learn weaving. (833) Dr. Fenton Ross, director of training (paper 
under arm), gives members of WCC Central Committee and staff tour of workshop and other facilities. 
left to right: Rev. and Mrs. Alan A, Brash, Dr. Hans Thimme of Germany and Dr. Tracey Jones of USA. 
(834) Research team in the laboratory. (835) David Ward, physiotherapist, discusses treatment with one 
of students in training. (836) Researcher shows slides illustrating how malignant lesions develop. 
(837) Dr. Dorothy Samuel (left), Indian researcher, shows leprosy bacillus to Dr. Tore Godal and Dr. 
Tracey Jones. 


Back Page: (838) The Rev. Archie Le Mone of WCC staff, addresses African seminar on youth involvement 
in voluntary service held at Mindolo Ecumenical Centre, Kitwe, Zambia early in February. Seated centre 
is Minister of Home Affairs Lewis Changufu, (839) David Asante (left), chairman of the seminar, with 
Washington Bongeye, interpreter, and Mercy Oduyoye, AACC youth secretary. (840) Part of audience at 
opening session with chapel mural in background. (841) Mrs. Kiyoko Takeda Cho of Tokyo, new president 
of the World Council of Churches named by Central Committee at Addis Ababa. (842) Protestant and‘ Or- 
thodox churchmen in the Middle East work together in assisting Palestinian refugees. At Cyprus con- 
sultation in 1969 they discussed with WCC's Division of Inter-church Aid and its related agencies the 
need for an interpretation programme to churches outside the Middle East. See related story Page 3. 
Orthodox churches form an important part of WCC's member churches in the Middle East. Two examples are 
(843) the Armenian Church in Jerusalem related to the Armenian Apostolic Church of Etchmiadzin, Soviet 
Armenia, and (844) the Coptic Church in Egypt which operates a number of schools: : 


The Mass Communications Centre in Tokyo, dedicated last November, contains the office of the Audio-Vi- 
suals Commission of the National Christian Council, two large recording studios (845), projection room. 
and classroom, photographic studios, a chapel, restaurant and coffee shop. (846) Studios are rented for 
commercial purposes to cover some of centre's operating costs. (847) Control room for recording studios 
equipped for both stereo and mono recording. Mass Commmications Centre is part of large complex inclu- 
ding the new Japan Christian Centre (848) housing a number of Protestant denominations. (849) Mr. Ma- 
thew Ogawa, general secretary of the Audio-Visuals Commission, served as chairman of the construction 
committee. Here he addresses the dedicatory ceremonies held November 5, 1970. 
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Joint Synod for Liverpool >, 0 and Fy 


Methodists and Anglicans in the Liverpool, England area are meeting in joint synod this week for the 
first time. In addition to getting acquainted, the 400 delegates representing the Anglican Diocese of 
Liverpool and the Methodist Liverpool District will discuss common concerns including the influence of | 
the mass media, social responsibility, youth, and the role of lay and ordained ministers in modern so- 
Ciety. nla ot off 
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Aid to Draft Resisters Defended cyagneee - apc be 


Ty? fot 
The Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service has reiterated that it is seeking funds to 
aid draft resisters in Canada because it has always cared for refugees whether it agreed with their mo- 
tives for fleeing their homes or not. Director Alan A. Brash wrote to fealandi ia, which had criticised. 
the WCC's programme: "Ours is a concern for people in need to whom we feel called to minister in the — 
name of Jesus Christ"', ; ee ee ee 
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NINE MORE EDUCATION PROJECTS 

TO GET AID FROM E.R.F. 

Geneva (EPS) - Training young people to reshape the earthquake-shattered 
Belice Valley in Sicily; preliminary work on a Christian education curricu- 
lum for Tanzania's nationalized schools; a "thinking cell" on the role of 
private colleges in India; and an ecumenical institute for advanced theolo- 
gical study in Sao Paulo, Brazil--these are some of the educational projects 
to be aided by the Education Renewal Fund (ERF) as a result of action taken 


here recently, Mrs. Birgit Rodhe of Sweden chaired the meeting. 


At this its second meeting the 19-member ERF Committee approved nine new 

projects totalling $75,250, divided almost equally among Asia, Africa, Eu- 
rope and Latin America. The committee also agreed to seek designated funds 
totalling $210,700 for seven additional projects it thought might appeal to 


donors who had not yet contributed to the fund. 


The ERF, a joint venture of the World Council of Churches and the World 
Council of Christian Education, was launched in 1969 with a goal of $2 mil- 
lion over a three-year period. So far commitments made by churches, church- 
related organisations and individuals total $700,000, with 40% of the funds 


already received. 


At its first meeting in June 1970 the committee approved payments to 28 
projects totalling $385,000. Criteria for evaluating projects were set on 
that occasion. They favour projects that contribute to the renewal of edu- 
cation in church and society, that show possibilities for constructive 
change, that have a multiplier effect, that are appropriate for church in- 
volvement, ecumenical in nature and aimed at promoting social justice and 


self-reliance. 


In addition to the four projects mentioned above, the recent meeting approved 
aid to INODEP with headquarters in Paris, which reorients missionaries to 
assist in Third World development. It also voted funds for the following: 

an educational consultation for Latin America after the forthcoming WCCE 
Assembly; a school to help university students in India see politics as a 
tool for development and justice; administrative assistance for the South 
African Sunday School Association; and training laboratories conducted by 

the Church Education Department of the National Christian Council of Japan. 


EPS 
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CHURCHES ASKED TO HALT 

INDIAN EXPLOITATION 

Bridgetown, Barbados (EPS) - Christian missions in Latin America have imposed 
alien patterns of thought and behaviour on the Indians in the interests of 
evangelism, according to anthropologists who attended a recent symposium 
here on "Inter-ethnic Conflict in South America". A religious pretext has 
too often justified the economic and human exploitation of the aboriginal 


population, they said. 


The symposium was organised jointly by the University of Bern (Switzerland) , 
the World Council of Churches' Programme to Combat Racism and the Commission 


of the Churches on International Affairs. 


The statement issued by the Latin American anthropologists entitled "The 
Barbados Declaration" is addressed to the World Council of Churches and is 


not an official World Council statement. 


The reason why the Indians of Latin America suffer is that their lands are 
considered as free and unoccupied territory open to colonisation. Even 
those charged to "protect" Indian interests are sometimes guilty of manipu- 
lation and control, said the declaration. It added that the armed forces 
and other government agencies in several countries are aware of the massa~ 


eres and forced migrations. 


Latin American governments, Christian missions and social scientists were 
urged to assume responsibility for "immediate action to halt this aggres~ 
sion and contribute to the process of Indian liberation". The goal should 
be a multi-ethnic state in which each group has the right to self-deter- 


mination, self-government and development. 


Suggesting that the long-range goal for the churches should be suspension 
of all missionary activity, the symposium proposed that in the meantime 
the missions contribute to Indian liberation by: 
--respecting Indian culture and showing more sensitivity for religious 
sentiments and values; 
--halting the theft of Indian property by missionaries who appropriate 
labour, lands and natural resources as their own, or are indifferent 
in the face of expropriation by a third party; 


--elimate mission excesses based too often on exploitation of Indian labour; 
(more) 
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--stop competition for Indian souls on the part of various religious groups; 
--abandon the practice of offering goods and services in return for total 
submission; 


--stop serving as intermediaries in the exploitation of Indian labour. 


The governments were asked to guarantee each Indian society's territory, le- 
galizing it as perpetual, inalienable collective property, sufficiently ex- 


tensive to provide for population growth. 


The anthropologists hailed the evidence of growing ethnic consciousness among 
Indians throughout the continent. They said: "More people are assuming con- 
trol over their defense against the ethnocidal and genocidal policies of the 
national society". They also saw the beginnings of a pan-Latin American 


Indian movement and solidarity with other oppressed groups. 


Among the signers of the declaration were Victor Daniel Bonilla, Darcy Ri- 


beiro and Gonzalo Castillo Cardenas. 
EPS 


YEAR-LONG PROJECT IN CEYLON SET 

BY ECUMENICAL YOUTH SERVICE 

Geneva (EPS) - Support is being sought among church youth groups in the 
affluent countries for a team of 15 young people, mostly Asians, to work 
among emigrant families in northern Ceylon. This is the second year-long 
project announced by the Ecumenical Youth Service of the World Council of 
Churches. Funds are needed to pay the fares, board and lodging for each 


volunteer for the period June 1971 through May 1972. 


Young people with agricultural, handicrafts and social skills will work 
among 500 Tamil-speaking families who have emigrated from the south to farm 
in the Paranthan area. They need help in diversifying their produce and 
advice on creating better living conditions. Base of the team's operations 
will be a large farm at Navajeevanam training 80 boys 7 to 20 years of age 


from underprivileged or broken homes. 


Short-term youth service projects lasting three to five weeks are announced 
as follows: 26 in Europe, one in Middle East, 16 in Africa, several in 


Asia, three in Latin America, one in the USA and eight in Canada. EPS 
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SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT ACTION 

MAY UNITE CHRISTIANS -- BLAKE 

Sydney/Johannesburg/Geneva (EPS) - The Rev. Alan Walker, president of the 
New South Wales Methodist Conference, has appealed to "all people of con- 


science" to boycott sporting events involving South Africans. 


"The time is overdue for Australians to demand that the federal government 
shall cease to give support and comfort to South Africa", said Mr. Walker. 
He also stressed that the principle of "no discrimination against non-whites" 


must be applied to Australia's immigration laws. 


In Johannesburg, the dean of the Anglican cathedral, the Very Rev. Gonville 
ffrench-Beytagh, was again remanded for three months after a one-minute 
court appearance. The case was postponed at the request of the state pro- 


secution until May 28. His current bail of $7,000 was renewed. 


Meanwhile security police were sifting through hundreds of documents taken 
from the offices of church officials, religious organisations and student 
bodies. In coordinated raids in Capetown, Johannesburg, Durban and Port 
Elizabeth teams of security police searched the offices of the South African 
Council of Churches, the University Christian Movement, the Christian Insti- 
tute, the Inter-Church Education Committee, Johannesburg Cathedral and the 


homes of several individuals including two journalists. 


In Geneva Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council 

of Churches, said, "It is a sad day for a government when, in spite of its 
professed Christian principles, it authorizes a policy of ever-increased 
harassment and intimidation of churches whose avowed policy is one of recon- 
ciliation". Recalling that throughout church history such action has often 
united the Christian community, he said: "Even those Christians who have 
upheld their government's apartheid policy will now be forced to rethink 


their position". 


South African church relations with the World Council of Churches were 
discussed by Prime Minister John Vorster with the Moderator of the Pres- 
byterian Church, the President of the Methodist Conference and Mr. John 
Rees, general secretary of the South African Council of Churches, the day 
before the swoop. Mr. Rees, who described the meeting as "courteous", said 
the member churches of the South African council would be informed of the 


meeting and would later receive Mr. Vorster's comments. EPS 
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RACE, WOMEN'S ORDINATION ENGAGE 

ANGLICAN CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL 

Limuru, Kenya (EPS) - The allocations by the World Council of Churches to 19 
organisations combating racism were hotly debated at the Anglican Consulta- 


tive Council here last week. 


Some 50 delegates representing 47 million members of Anglican churches through- 
out the world heard Archbishop Robert Selby Taylor of Capetown criticize the 
action because it seemed to identify the WCC with organisations trying to 
change the social order by force. He said: "We do not believe the stage has 


been reached where violence is the right way for bringing about change". 


His statement was challenged by the general secretary of the’ ATT Africae Con- 
ference of Churches, Mr. Samuel H. Amissah of Ghana who saw the grants as 
a form of identification and said the Church was at last trying to demonstrate 


it meant what it said about the dignity of man. 


"This paltry sum of US$ 200,000 has brought courage and strength to thousands 
of Africans", said Mr. Amissah. They also viewed the WCC aid as recognition 
of the African's sense of responsibility. They were expected to use the aid 


for the purposes they had said they would use it for--education and welfare. 


An exchange also took place on the role of the World Council itself during 
the Anglican discussion on unity and ecumenical affairs. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, said it is important for the WCC to take more 


seriously those churches whose servant rEoiS4 


The Rev. Philip Potter, an observer representing the WCC, questioned the use 
of the term "servant" and stressed that the World Council had "an important 


independent role" to play in fostering church unity. 


Other major subjects for discussion included the question of ordaining women 
to the priesthood. Miss Nancy Chan, a 26-year-old teacher from Sabah, Malay- 
sia, said: "What men can do women can do also, if not better". Another 
speaker favouring women's ordination was Mrs. Marion Kelleran, a member of 
the faculty of Virginia Theological Seminary in Alexandria, Virginia (USA) . 


EPS 
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URBAN PROBLEMS, NEW ECUMENICAL 

FRONTIERS ARE TOPICS AT BOSSEY 

Geneva (EPS) “= The 1971 programme for the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey 
near here features two innovations and a re-examination of several ecumeni- 


cal favorites. 


"Human Life in the Cities of Today" is the theme of a course for laymen 
scheduled for July 15-24. It will explore the new values that develop with 
urbanization and industrialization to see how Christian faith becomes opera 
tive in this context. Leading the course will be the Rev. Alain Blancy, a 
clergyman of the Reformed Church of France now serving as director of College 
Cevenol in Chambon-sur-Lignon, France prior to taking up new duties May 1 

as assistant director of the Ecumenical Institute. He will be joined by 


Prof. Nikos Nissiotis, institute director. 


Employers and employees, representatives of government and industrial chap- 
lains will be invited to examine the aims and effects of industrial produc-— 
tion at a consultation in mid-May led by the Rev. Michael Keeling of the 


institute staff. 


"New Frontiers in Ecumenism" is the subject of a course open to theological 
students July 27-August 15. In addition to the new emphases on dialogue 
with men of other faiths and political ideologies, on social justice and 
development, there are unofficial initiatives and activities called by some 
“the third ecumenical movement" which put existing structures in question. 
Fundamental questions about the nature of ecumenism today will be discussed 


by Prof. Nissiotis and Mr. Keeling. 


A continuing ecumenical concern--"the Bible in our Ministry"--will be exa- 
mined in a course for pastors, priests and missionaries. In addition to 
exegetical Bible study there will be consideration of a contemporary ethical 
issue in the light of biblical revelation plus practical training seminars 
on group leadership, the Bible in worship and biblical meditation and art. 


Prof. Hans-Ruedi Weber, an expert in this field, will be in charge. 


The annual seminar on Orthodox worship and theology, intended for non-Ortho- 
dox theological students, pastors and priests, will be conducted April 5-18 


both at Bossey and in Paris at the Orthodox Institute of St. Sergius. 


(more) 
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The 20th session of the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies, the 4} month 
intensive course on ecumenical problems given in conjunction with the Univer- 
sity of Geneva, will be devoted to "Participation in Change". Dates are Oc- 


tober 5, 1971 to February 15, 1972. EPS 


LUTHERAN/ROMAN CATHOLIC TALKS END 


San Anton, Malta (EPS) - "A remarkable degree agreement" has been 
reached between Lutheran and Roman Catholic theologians on the doctrines of 
the ministry and justification, according to a press statement issued at the 


conclusion of a series of five talks begun in 1967. 


At the same time the theologians concluded they have similar problems in re- 
lating the Christian message to the world, but they could reach no common 


understanding of the role of the papacy. 


The full statement by the commission - set up by the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion and the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity - will go to 


the respective church authorities after further revision. 


According to the press statement, there was "seneral agreement that the 
long-standing controversial issue of justification need no longer divide 
our churches...'' The subject of intercommunion was also considered and 


recommendations are being made to church authorities. 


In the United States the 12th in a series of talks between Lutheran and 
Roman Catholic theologians, held in Miami February 19-22, discussed 15 es- 


says on various aspects of the papacy. EPS 


WEST GERMAN CHURCHES DISCUSS 

RACE, NEW STRUCTURE FOR E.K.D. 

Berlin (EPS) - "When Protestant Christians in Germany finally succeed in 
thinking of themselves as one Church, then the voice of the Reformation 
within the ecumenical movement will be heard more clearly and distinctly", 
said Dr. Lukas Vischer, Director of the Faith and Order Secretariat of the 
World Council of Churches. He addressed the Synod of the Evangelical Church 
in Germany (EKD) meeting here to consider both the WCC's Programme to Com- 


bat Racism and a new structure for the EKD better suited to the changed 
(more) 
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circumstances resulting from the splitting off of the East German churches. 


The synod gave wholehearted approval to the anti-racism programme of the 
World Council, and member churches were given until the next synod meeting 


to offer their suggestions for a new structure. 


After nearly 13 years, relations have again been officially established be- 
tween the Protestant churches in East Germany and their government. Ofiy= 
cers of the 18-month-old Federation of the Evangelical Churches were receiv- 


ed recently by the Minister of State for Church Affairs, Mr. Seigewasser. 


Meanwhile, the Church of Berlin-Brandenburg has forwarded DM 25,000 ($5,500) 
to the WCC's Special Fund to Combat Racism. The sum represents voluntary 


contributions by church members to a special account opened by the Church. 
EPS 


HUNGARIAN LUTHERANS PLEDGE FUNDS 

TO ANTI-RACISM PROGRAMME 

Budapest (EPS) - The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 
might have gone even further in strengthening the Programme to Combat Racism, 
Bishop Zoltan Kaldy of the Hungarian Evangelical (Lutheran) Church said in a 


public statement issued here. 


Instead of saying that it did not pass judgement on victims of racism who 

were driven to violence as the only way left to them to redress grievances, 
Kaldy maintained, "we ought to have said also that Christians were allowed 
to take an active part in actions, possibly actions of violence, aiming at 


granting basic human rights to the oppressed". 


He announced that his church had pledged US$ 300 to the anti-racism pro- 


gramme as a modest indication of its support. po. 


CHRISTIAN PEACE CONFERENCE MEETS CATHOLICS 


Prague (EPS) - Representatives of the Christian Peace Conference (CPC) met 
with a number of Roman Catholics recently to discuss how Christians of various 
confessions could work together more effectively for peace and a more just 
world. Bishop Tibor Bartha, a CPC vice-president, chaired the consultation. 
Catholics addressing the meeting were Bishop Josef Bank of the Diocese of 
Vac, Hungary; Otto Hartmut Fuchs of East Germany, chairman of the Interna- 
tional Continuation Committee of the Berlin Conference of Catholic Chris- 
tians; Canon Raymond Goor and Father Paul Carrette of Belgium. 

EPS 
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DICARWS WILL STEP UP 

RESPONSE TO DISASTERS 

Geneva (EPS) - To guarantee a prompt response to natural disasters, the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches is reinforcing its emergency staff by an additional emer- 
gency officer. His primary assignment will be to act as a focal point of 
communication, coordinating the response of member churches in times of 


disaster. 


The post will be filled by Mr. Stanley Mitton, a 52-year-old Briton now on 
the staff of Christian Aid, the British churches' relief and deve lopment 
agency, where he is responsible for the work of area secretaries. He has 
worked in Europe, the Middle East, North Africa and Hong Kong and for a num- 
ber of years was a major in the British Army in charge of logistics and 


supplies. 


As news of a disaster comes in via telex Mr. Mitton will share the informa- 
tion with agencies related to the division and draw up both short- and long- 
term plans for response. In consultation with churches in the affected area, 
as well as local and government bodies, he will suggest a possible role for 
the churches to play. A roster will be kept in WCC headquarters of people 
competent to go to the scene as consultants and advisers, but when neces- 
sary the emergency officer himself will coordinate the response of church 


i t t. 
agencies on the spo EPS 


CANADIAN TV SERIES FEATURES ENVIRONMENT 


Geneva (EPS) - Man is gradually destroying more and more of his environment, 
but the process need not be fatal, maintains a film produced for Canadian 
television and inspired by Canon David Jenkins, director of Humanum Studies 
for the World Council of Churches. The film is an outgrowth of a consultation 
on "Ecology and Responsibility" sponsored jointly by the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. and the Canadian Council of Churches. "A Footnote to Genesis" is the 
first of the 1970-71 "Man Alive" series made by a team of religious programme 
producers. The second film, "Me", evokes images of what it means to be a hu- 
man being. Also made from the Anglican canon's notes, it will be shown for 
the first time on March 15. "When Is a Man Not a Man?" the third in the se- 


ries, is scheduled for April. EPS 
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BAPTISMAL PRACTICE IS TOPIC 

FOR FAITH AND ORDER MEETING 

Geneva (EPS) - Although most churches agree on the central meaning of baptism, 
they still have not been able to achieve full mutual recognition of each 
other's baptism. However, church union negotiations now in progress have 
given the subject a new urgency. And the discussion has moved beyond the 
recognition of baptism as a sacrament of initiation to focus on the practi- 


cal consequences of having different practices in the churches. 


These and other points are made in a report to be presented to the Faith 
and Order Commission when it meets in Louvain, Belgium August 2-13. Entit- 
led "Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist", it gathers up the findings of a 
consultation held in September 1970 in Revnice, Czechoslovakia, which were 


hammered into shape by a working group in Geneva last December. 


"The churches are agreed that the central meaning of baptism is participation 
in Christ", the report says. "Those who receive baptism are baptised by the 
one Spirit into one body; baptism is the sign and seal of their discipleship 


in obedience to the Lord". 


One hindrance to mutual recognition, according to the report, stems from the 
separation of baptism and confirmation. The two are "inseparably inter-re- 


lated"... it.isjstated. 


"Once baptism and confirmation are separated in time, the once-for-all charac- 
ter of baptism may be lost", the report says. "Confirmation cannot do more 
than underline or for some traditions complete what has already been achieved 


in baptism. 


The report also makes the point that the once-for-all character of baptism 
requires "immediate admission to the eucharist". If this is deferred, the 
impression is created that the incorporation into the Body of Christ has 


not yet fully taken place. 


In order to move towards mutual recognition certain common criteria are es- 
sential, it is stated. Suggested for consideration are the following: Bap- 
tism is to be recognised by all churches when Jesus Christ has been confessed 
as Lord by the candidate or, in the case of infant baptism, by the church on 
his behalf and when baptism has been performed with water in the name of the 


Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. EPS 
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T.E.F. DIRECTOR DIES SUDDENLY 


London (EPS) - The Rev. Erik W. Nielsen, 53, a Danish. Lutheran who directed 
the Theological Education Fund of the World Council of Churches, died here on 


March 7 following a heart attack. 


Funeral services will be held March 12 at 14:30 hours in the Danish Church, 


Regents Park, London. 


The World Council will be represented by the Rev. Philip Potter, chairman of 
the Programme Unit on Faith and Witness and director of the Commission on 


World Mission and Evangelism, which Mr. Nielsen had long served. 


Mr. Nielsen had been on the TEF staff since November 1964, first as secretary 
for Asia and the Near East and since last year as director. Previously he 
had been general secretary of the Danish Missionary Society (1959-64), a 
staff member of the International Missionary Council (1950-59) and the prin- 


cipal of a Danish missionary training college (1947-50). 
EPS 


SODEPAX TO UNDERTAKE 

PUBLIC OPINION PROGRAMME 

Geneva (EPS) - A programme to mobilize public opinion in Europe and North 
America on the need to aid developing countries is to be undertaken by 
SODEPAX, the joint committee of the World Council of Churches and the Roman 


Catholic Church that seeks to promote world justice, development and peace. 


Over the next 12 months the committee hopes to meet with directors of fund- 
ing agencies related to the churches in Europe and North America and with 
the non-establishment action groups that are presently pursuing a vigorous 


campaign on the development issue in Europe. 


At a meeting here this week the committee's work group on education also 
undertook to look into the possibilities of education for development as 
part of the normal secondary (high) school curriculum. The work group was 


informed that Belgium may be the first country to do this. 
EPS 
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ANGLICAN CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL 

APPROVES ORDINATION OF WOMEN 

Limuru, Kenya. (EPS) - The Anglican Consultative Council came out in favour 
of the ordination of women, it was announced here prior to its adjournment 


on March 5. 


The council, composed of 50 bishops, clergy and lay men and women represent 
ing some 47 million Anglicans around the world, was responding to a request 
for guidance from the Diocese of Hong Kong which favours women's ordination. 
The council advised the Bishop of Hong Kong that if he acted with the appro- 
val of his synod, his action would be acceptable to the council, which would 
use its good offices to encourage other provinces to continue in communion 


with the diocese. 


All Anglican churches were asked by the council to consider women's ordina- 
tion and give their views in time for consideration at the next meeting in 


1973. 


Archbishop Michael Ramsey and Sir Louis Mbanefo of Nigeria, newly elected 
chairman of the council, voted against the resolution. Dr. Ramsey said he 
thought more time was needed to hear from other Anglicans and to debate the 


"theology" involved. 


Other new officers are Mrs. Marion Kelleran, professor of pastoral theology 
at Virginia Theological Seminary (USA), vice-chairman for a six-year term, 


and Bishop John W.A. Howe, secretary general. 


Meanwhile Leo Cardinal Suenens, archbishop of Brussels, told an interviewer 
in Ottawa, Canada, that the question of women entering the Roman Catholic 
priesthood should be studied by the church. He said the views of the Apostle 
Paul in assigning women to a secondary role had to be understood “in the con- 
text of his time". The Canadian bishops are seeking the views of church 


members for discussion at their next meeting later this year. EPS 


U.S. CHURCHMEN LAUNCH NEW DRIVE 
TO RALLY ANTI-WAR SENTIMENT 


Washington, D.C. (EPS) - Two American church leaders who recently returned 
from a visit to chaplains in Vietnam are among those participating in a cam- 


paign to mobilize opposition to the war. (more) 
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Dr. Robert V. Moss, president of the United Church of Christ, and Dr. William 
P. Thompson, stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church, are part of a 
coalition of..officers and staff of some 20 religious organisations that has 
launched a drive called "Set the Date Now". They are seeking to persuade 
President Nixon and Congress to decide by December 31, 1971 when all direct 
and indirect participation in the Vietnam war will stop. Efforts will focus 


on bringing the issue to the churches with new intensity. 


In New York leaders of the National Council of Churches (USA) have called for 
a "full explanation" of intensified military measures in Southeast Asia. A 
public statement signed by President Cynthia C. Wedel, General Secretary R.H. 
Edwin Espy, the Hon. Ernest A. Gross, chairman of the Department of Interna- 
tional Affairs, and Robert S. Bilheimer, the department's director, criticized 


"a lack of candour on behalf of our government". 


"The US has invaded Laos without explanation of the evident inconsistency of 
this act with our espousal of self-determination of nations", the statement 
said. "The announcement of withdrawal of ground troops is accompanied by a 
large expansion of the air war", it was noted. The signatories expressed the 


fear that China might become directly involved. 


In Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia some 57 Asian churchmen and Western missionaries 
attending a consultation on missionary service in Asia have signed a state- 
ment calling on the US to announce "a prompt, scheduled date of withdrawal 

of all its military forces in Indo-China". The statement urged Christians to 


support peacemaking forces in Vietnam such as the Buddhist Third FOrce- 5, 


EAST AFRICAN CHURCH UNION 

TALKS MAKE FURTHER PROGRESS 

Limuru, Kenya (EPS) - Finishing touches are being put on a proposed basis of 
union for six East African churches, and it will be submitted to the theolo- 


gical panels of the negotiating churches for their comments by August 31. 


At the recent meeting of the Liturgy and Doctrine Committee of the East Af- 
rican Church Unity Consultation, participants recognized it may not be pos- 
sible to unify completely the ministries of the uniting churches for some 
years. The committee had earlier indicated its desire to implement an epis- 
copacy within the historic succession, but it could not decide whether to 


follow the Church of North India pattern where the act took place at the 
(more) 
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inauguration of the new church, or that of the Church of South India where 


some 30 years were allowed for full unification of ministries. 


According to a timetable suggested last month, the Liturgy Committee will 
finalize the proposed basis at its next meeting October 12-14 and next day 
the heads of the uniting churches will plan a full meeting of the Negotiating 


Committee for mid-1972. 


Participating in the talks are the Anglican Church of the Province of East 
Africa, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania, Methodist Church of Kenya, 
Moravian Province in Tanzania, Presbyterian Church of East Africa and a re- 


cent addition: the African Christian Church and Schools. EPS 


EASTER '71 MARKS SECOND STAGE 

TOWARDS A COUNCIL OF YOUTH 

Taizé, France (EPS) - Weekend after weekend throughout the winter young peo- 
ple have been flocking to the Taizé Community by the hundreds , Prior Roger 
Schutz told four staff members from the WCC's Programme Unit on Education and 
Communication who spent a weekend in February conferring with him on the forth- 


coming Council of Young People. 


At the beginning of the winter, he said, youthcells began to spring up in 
Mexico, India, France, West Germany, the Netherlands and Sweden. Ten days 

ago a special "send-off" was given four young people setting out across France 
to publicize the Council. In these cells many are seeking a way of life that 
will give concrete expression to their preparation for the Council of Youth: 
social work with immigrants, the handicapped and old people, or involvement 


in political, trade union or parish work. 


Some 2,500 young people from every continent came to Taizé at Easter 1970. 
This year even more are expected. They will be divided into two groups, the 
first meeting until Easter Monday and the second from Easter Tuesday until 


até end of the week. 


No date has been fixed for the Council of Youth. "We move in one-year stages 
from one Easter to the next", said the Prior. "When we have heard enough from 
the southern hemishpere and made it known in all countries, when we have all 
experienced this inner life and gone deeply into the meaning of the joyful 


° ° wT 
news, this will be the moment . EPS 
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CHURCH OF NORWAY SETS 

HUMAN RIGHTS STUDY 

Oslo (EPS) - The social implications of Norway's participation in NATO and 
its possible membership in the European Common Market are among the ques- 


tions that will be discussed by a new study commission within the Church of 


Norway. 


The commission dealing with human rights questions will be composed of a wide 
spectrum of church, humanitarian and political interests. It will assist the 
Norwegian Church to answer the challenges posed by the Fifth (Evian) Assembly 


of the Lutheran World Federation. 


The idea for a commission grew out of a recent consultation attended by dela- 
gates and advisers to the Evian Assembly, members of the LWF national commit- 
tee and the Ecumenical Study Commission of the Church of Norway. It was un- 


animously approved by the church's Council on Foreign Relations. 


A more academic study on issues raised by Prof. H.E. Todt's lecture at Evian 
will take up church responsibility in a scientific, technological world and 


ethical criteria for church involvement in social and political questions. 


EPS 
CZECH METHODISTS PRIZE 
ECUMENICAL TIES 
Geneva (EPS) - "Being divided into two ecumenical councils does not hinder 


our work in Czechoslovakia but should rather strengthen it", declared Superin- 
tendent Vilém Schneeberger of the Evangelical-Methodist Church in Czechoslo- 
vakia. A member of one of the small churches in Czechoslovakia (5,000 members 
in 19 parishes), he was visiting the World Council of Churches to cement al- 


ready existing ecumenical ties. 


The decision to divide into two ecumenical councils (EPS No. 3) was taken 
at the request of their Slovakian brethren, he said, to make it easier for 
them to work with the Ministry of Culture. According to Schneeberger, re- 
lations between Czech Methodists and other Protestant churches are very 
good. For instance, Methodist ministers are trained at the Comenius Evan- 
gelical Faculty and Schneeberger himself represents the church at meetings 
of the United Methodist Church in the USA. Parishioners are kept informed 


of church events through the journal of the Czech Ecumenical Council. EPS 
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ITALY'S PROTESTANTS GIVE NOTICE 

THEY WILL OPPOSE CONCORDAT 

Florence, Italy (EPS) - The Council of the Italian Protestant Federation has 
termed the current battle now going on over repeal of the Concordat between 
Italy and the Holy See one of the most decisive ever to take place in the 
Italian Assembly. At a meeting held here last month the federation said it 
intends to participate in this battle for motives of its own, but will not 


become involved in initiatives already under way to abolish the Concordat. 


A League for the Repeal of the Concordat was organized in Milan February 14 
to unite various movements active in the cause. It follows the same model as 
the League for Divorce, which last year was instrumental in gaining the aboli- 
tion of the law preventing divorce. The new group calls for outright repeal 
of the Concordat, asserting that it grants privileges incompatible with a 
democratic regime and that it is opposed to the interests and feelings of 


vast sections of the population. 


On the subject of religious instruction, the Protestant federation maintained 
that curricula in state schools should be free from all confessional influence 
and interference. At the same time it upheld each church's duty to provide 


religious instruction for its own members. 
EPS 


UNITY TALKS IN SCOTLAND 

GET FRESH IMPETUS 

Edinburgh (EPS) - A proposal to make the Episcopal Church of Scotland an 
"Episcopalian Synod" within an enlarged Church of Scotland is due to come 

up for discussion at the General Assembly of the latter church in May and at 
the Episcopalian Provincial Synod in October. Termed "a step towards organ- 
ic union", the proposal was drawn up by a joint working party of six and 


was recently given unanimous approval by a panel from each church. 
EPS 


LUTHERAN/ORTHODOX TALKS HELD 


Turku, Finland (EPS) - A broadly based pan-Scandinavian Eastern Orthodox- 
Lutheran conversation took place here recently on the theme "Eucharist and 
Ecumenism". The 20 participants included scholars from Rumania, the USSR, 
Switzerland and West Germany as well as Scandinavians. Topics discussed 
included the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist; Christian fellowship 
(koinonia), the sacrificial offering of the Mass and ecumenism. EPS 
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UNIVERSITY AND STUDENT HAVE ROLE 

IN CREATING NEW SOCIETY -- "'T HOOFT 

Capetown (EPS) - University students are rendering the world a service by 
rejecting the cultural impulses that lead to racism, militarism, social and 


economic injustice, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft said here on March 17. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft, who is an honorary president of the World Council of 
Churches, was delivering the T.B. Davie Memorial Lecture at the invitation 


of the University of Capetown. 


Speaking on "A Responsible University in a Responsible Society", the Dutch- 
born theologian said it was the responsibility of the university to ensure 
that its students did not graduate as experts in one small department with- 


out any awareness of the wider issues of the cultural crisis. 


In maintaining that the Church and scientists have a specific responsibility 
in the world of today, Dr. Visser 't Hooft said they should work together 
and develop a relevant theology concerning the natural world and elaborate 
an ethic which could be the basis of a less arrogant and more constructive 


attitude to our natural environment. 


It was against such an important and urgent background that the ethical 
impulse of the university student must be directed. His protest of today 
is a rejection of the society and culture that portrays racism, militarism, 


social and economic injustice, the ecumenical pioneer added. 


The university can also play a great role in creating a new civilization, 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft said. Citing the need for a reformulation of interna- 
tional law, he said universities could work out a new minimal ethical agree- 
ment about the rights. and duties of nations which could serve as a basis 


for the building up of a true world community of nations. 


He said universities have neglected to teach ethics and serve as centres 
of dialogue about the deeper issues which the scientific explosion has 
made acute. The pluralistic society is here to stay and universities must 
attempt to find common rules which give society the coherence needed to 
survive. On the question of ethics and scientific integrity, Dr. Visser 
't Hooft said that the scientist who locks out the ethical questions from 
his discoveries is in danger of losing his true integrity and of becoming 
the tool of political or social forces which use his discoveries to in- 


crease their power. EPS 
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DR. BLAKE COMMENTS ON 

ARREST OF WCC PRESIDENT 

Madison, Wisconsin (EPS) - The pass law in South Africa is a constant re- 
minder of the policy of harassment to which churchmen there are subjected, 
the Rev. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council 


of Churches, said here on March 15. 


Speaking on "Organised Religion, Ecumenism and the Future", Dr. Blake re- 
ferred to the arrest and detention last week of the Anglican bishop of 
Zululand, the Rt. Rev. Alphaeus Zulu, for failing to produce the pass book 


that all Africans in South Africa must carry. 


"Tt is incidents like this", Dr. Blake said, "that should commit Christians 
everywhere to combat racism as an expression of their belief that God wills 
one human family, all of whose members have the opportunity to live truly 


human lives and so to respond as men to the purposes of God". 


Bishop Zulu, who is a president of the WCC, was arrested at five o'clock 
last Thursday morning (March 11) at a religious fellowship centre near 


Johannesburg where he was attending a seminar on "black theology". 


The pass book, which contains personal details and is supposed to be car- 
ried at all times, was described by Dr. Blake as "one of the most hated 


symbols of white domination". 


Bishop Zulu was the first black African to be consecrated an Anglican Bis- 
hop in South Africa. Zululand, in the northeast corner of the country, is 
the home of some 3,300,000 Zulus, the second largest ethnic group in the 


republic. 


The South African Government decided late Friday to drop the charge against 


Bishop Zulu. No reason was given. EPS 


EAST GERMAN APPEAL TO AID FRELIMO 


East Berlin (EPS) - Proceeds from a Lenten appeal being made in all East 
German churches by "Bread for the World" of the Federation of Protestant 
Churches will finance textbooks and school supplies, medicaments and medi- 
cal instruments to liberation movements in southern Africa including the 
Mozambique Institute of FRELIMO and the African National Congress. 


The decision was made after Oberkirchenrat Ulrich von Brueck, chief ecume- 
nical officer in Saxony and head of Bread for the World, returned from a 
trip to Africa during which he visited the Mozambique Institute and talked 
with FRELIMO leaders in Dar-es-Salaam. EPS 
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WALTER HOLLENWEGER GETS MISSION 

POST AT BIRMINGHAM UNIVERSITY 

Geneva/Birmingham, England (EPS) - The Rev. Dr. Walter J. Hollenweger, 43, 
secretary for evangelism at the World Council of Churches, has been appointed 
Professor of Mission in the Faculty of Arts at the University of Birmingham 
and will take up his duties in the autum. This is the first chair of mis- 


sion in an English university. 


Born in Antwerp, Belgium of Swiss parentage, Walter Hollenweger was reared 
in the Pentecostal tradition. He worked at the Zurich stock exchange before 
becoming pastor of Zurich's Pentecostal Mission in 1949. Following theolo- 
gical studies at the Universities of Zurich and Basel, he was ordained a 
Reformed minister in 1961. His extensive research on the Pentecostal move- 


ment earned him a Th.D. from Zurich University in 1966. 


A zeal to communicate with the fastest-growing Christian group in Latin Ame- 
rica, the Pentecostals, led him to learn Spanish in 1968. To help them un- 
derstand the World Council of Churches they were invited to send observers 
to the Uppsala Assembly in Sweden. As a result, the 1-million-member Pente~ 


costal church "Brazil for Christ" became a member of the World Council. 


Dr. Hollenweger is author of a book titled Enthusiastisches Christentum 
(Christian Enthusiasm) and editor of a volume of essays Die Pfingstkirchen 
(the Pentecostal Churches), both of which will be published in English next 
year. He edited The Church for Others in 1967 which encompassed the find- 
ings of a major WCC study on "The Missionary Structure of the Congregation". 
Now he is preparing two new works giving examples of modern mission and a 


theological interpretation of them. EPS 


MARCH 21 IS ANTI-DISCRIMINATION DAY 


Geneva (EPS) -— The annual observance of International Day for the Elimina- 
tion of Racial Discrimination will be marked next Sunday (March 21). The 
UN General Assembly selected the date in 1966 to commemorate the incident 
six years earlier at Sharpeville, South Africa, when 69 demonstrators 
against "pass laws" restricting their freedom of movement were shot and 
killed and 180 others wounded. The UN has also proclaimed 1971 "Interna- 
tional Year for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination" and has 
urged governments, organisations and individuals to bend their efforts to 
eradicate all forms and manifestations of racism. EPS 
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RECORD FLOW OF RESOURCES 

WENT THROUGH DICARWS IN '70 

Geneva (EPS) - The 252 Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox member churches of 
the World Council-of Churches channelled a record $17,374,037 through the 
Council's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (DICARWS) 
during 1970. The money was forwarded to churches and agencies in more than 

80 countries to strengthen their service to the poor and participate in na- 
tion-building efforts, help minority churches in their witness, assist refugees 


and aid the victims of disaster. 


A detailed breakdown of the figures reveals that the largest share of the 
total went to Africa, followed by Asia, the Middle East and Orthodox coun- 
tries, Latin America and lastly Europe. Some $9,778,154 of the $17 million 
was made available for church-related projects. These involved work in health, 
education, agriculture, community development and technical assistance, as 
well as some aid for the internal life of minority churches. The figure for 


project assistance is, however, a reduction on 1969. 


Assistance to the victims of disasters totalled $7,595,883. This included 
help for those hit by famine in Ethiopia, earthquakes in Turkey and Peru, 
and cyclones in Madagascar and East Pakistan. Of the total, some $5 million 
went into relief and rehabilitation efforts following the end of the civil 


war in Nigeria. EPS 


EAST PAKISTAN REBUILDING 
PROGRAMME POSTPONED 


Geneva (EPS) - Implementation of the $750,000 rehabilitation programme in 
cyclone-ravaged areas of East Pakistan planned by the Division of Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the World Council of Churches has 
had to be postponed due to the tense political situation there. The divi- 
sion's man-on-the-spot, Friedl Peter, has returned to Europe as part of 


the general evacuation of foreigners. 


Drawn up in consultation with government authorities, the plan envisages 
the reconstruction of three villages along cooperative lines and the pro~ 


vision of shelter buildings, tube wells, livestock and farming equipment. 


Mr. Peter was advised by many people inside East Pakistan that since the 
(more) 
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programme had not begun it would be unwise to attempt to proceed at the pre- 
sent moment. "But", he maintains, "there is general agreement that the plan 


is a good one, the problem is knowing when it can begin". 


Latest information is that the rehabilitation efforts of the East Pakistan 
Christian Council and the Roman Catholic Church, which are supported by the 


division to the tune of $250,000, -are continuing. EPS 


ASIAN CHURCHMEN WANT ECUMENICAL 

STRUCTURE TO HANDLE MISSION FUNDS 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (EPS) - The impetus for Christian mission in Asia 
must now come from the Asians themselves rather than from the West, accord- 
ing to a statement issued by the Consultation on Missionary Service in Asia 


Today held here last month. 


Called by the East Asia Christian Conference (EACC), the meeting was attended 
by 120 Asian churchmen and missionaries. Focus was the missionary structure 
of the Methodist denomination with Bishop Yap Kim Hao of Singapore-Malaysia 


serving as chairman. 


"Christian community is now firmly established in Asia", it was stated. "The 
key issue is how Asian churches can be helped to achieve selfhood and respond 


to God's call". 


Three possible relationships between Asian churches and missions were dis- 
cussed: (1) maintain the status quo with most funds and personnel from the 
West; (2) dismantle fe present system; (3) change the system radically to 
promote "the selfhood of the church and ecumenical mission". The last got 


most attention. 


The consultation called on the EACC with its 93 member churches in 16 coun- 
tries to "initiate discussion with all interested churches and cooperating 
mission boards to provide national ecumenical structures for the transfer 
of complete responsibilities for the utilization of mission funds to re- 


questing churches in Asia". 


Graeme Jackson of the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Ser- 


vice represented the World Council of Churches at the meeting. EPS 
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GREEK ROMAN CATHOLICS AGREE 

WITH ORTHODOX ON EASTER DATE 

Athens/Geneva (EPS) - Roman Catholics in Greece will celebrate Easter on 
the same date as Orthodox Christians (April 18). The only exception is on 
the Islands of Syros and Tinos (in the Cyclades). The practice of using a 


common date began on the Island of Corfu three years ago. 


The present system of calculating the date of Easter goes back to the Coun- 
cil of Nicaea in 325 A.D., which decided it should be the Sunday following 

the first full moon after the Spring equinox. The divergence arose because 
the equinox is different in the Julian and the Gregorian calendars. One 


goal of Nicaea was to agree on a4 date acceptable to all the churches. 


This aim has been pursued for several years by the Faith and Order Commis-— 
sion of the World Council of Churches. In its report to the Central Com- 
mittee at Addis Ababa, Faith and Order pointed out that "it is important 
that the churches arrive at a common date by mutual consent". The Execu- 
tive Committee directed that this report be sent to the member churches 
for discussion. The Orthodox churches and the Oriental Orthodox have been 


asked to put the question on the agenda of their meetings. 


At the Second Vatican Council the Roman Catholic Church accepted the prin- 
ciple of a common date if the consent of all Christian churches could be 


obtained. 


The World Council recently conducted an inquiry in which it asked how 
many member churches would be willing to celebrate on the Sunday following 
the second Saturday in April. The majority of the answers, especially 


those from Protestant churches, were affirmative. EPS 


SWISS INTELLECTUALS REQUEST INTERCOMMUNION 


Zurich/Luzern (EPS) - A group of intellectuals in German-speaking Switzer- 
land has urged that intercommunion be practiced in ecumenical groups or at 
ecumenical gatherings. Some 500 persons, both Protestant and Roman Catholic, 


signed an appeal to the Swiss Protestant Federation. 


The group called "Ecumenical Gatherings of Intellectuals in German-speaking 
Switzerland" also proposed intercommunion for those living far from their 


church who might wish communion in the vicinity. EPS 
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BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENT ASKED TO ALLOW 

INVESTIGATION OF TORTURE REPORTS 

Geneva (EPS) - The Brazilian Government has been asked to admit an impartial 
team of international investigators to determine the validity of reports of 


torture in Brazil's prisons. 


The request was made March 15 by 15 international organizations, including 
the World Council of Churches’ Commission of the Churches on International 


Affairs and the International Commission of Jurists. 


The organizations told the government that over the last two years grave 
concern has been expressed over allegations of the systematic violation of 


human rights in Brazil, which have been repeatedly denied by the government. 


The request recalled that the Brazilian Government had refused to authorize 
representatives of any international organization to visit places of deten- 
tion and imprisonment or to allow prisoners to be interviewed. It also re- 
called that the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights was denied entry 


to investigate the treatment of political prisoners. 
EPS 


CUBAN BAPTIST ACTIVITIES 

TOLD TO EUROPEAN MEETING 

Ruschlikon, Switzerland (EPS) - The majority of Cuban Baptist pastors who 
were once imprisoned have now been released and have resumed preaching, two 
officials of the Cuban church told a conference of European Baptist leaders 


here. 


Manuel Salom, full-time treasurer of the Baptist Convention of Western Cuba, 
and Humberto Dominguez, the convention's missions secretary and pastor of 
the Vibora Church in Havana, were the first two Cuban Baptist leaders to go 


abroad in the last five years. 


They reported that the churches can hold worship services as often as they 
wish within their own buildings, but services outside the church are not 
permitted. All Baptist churches are self-supporting and pastors devote 
full time to pastoral duties. Of the 16,000 Cuban Baptists, 9,000 are in 
the 110 churches of the Convention of Eastern Cuba and the remainder are 
members of the 98 churches of the Western Convention. The latter baptised 


319 converts last year, 5/7 more than the previous year. 
EPS 
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TANZANIA MEDICAL CENTRE IS 
JOINT CHURCH/STATE EFFORT 
Moshi, Tanzania (EPS) - President Julius Nyerere and Bishop Stefano Moshi of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania formally dedicated the new Kili- 


manjaro Christian Medical Centre here March 6. 


Built with funds from Germany, Scandinavia and the USA, the US$5.8 million 
hospital was termed "a monument to the growing cooperation between Government 
and Church in integrating the health services of the country''. The Hon. L. 
Nangwanda Sijoana, Minister for Health and Social Welfare, expressed satisfac— 
tion that the construction took place only after a thorough consultation with 


Government to make sure the centre met the needs and priorities of the country. 


The hospital has an in-patient capacity of 320. It can also serve 1,500 ott- 
patients daily and has facilities for training doctors and nurses and for 
doing research. All people will be welcome regardless of race, nation, tribe 


or religion, Bishop Moshi noted. 


The largest project ever funded through the Community Development Service of 
the Lutheran World Federation, the bulk of the money was provided by Bread 
for the World and the Central Agency for Development Aid in West Germany and 
Swedish Lutherhjalpen. Other gifts came from Kirkens Noedhjelp of Norway, 
the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, an anonymous American donor and 
the Norwegian Government. The Tanzanian Government will pay a major portion 


of the yearly $1 million operating costs. 15. 


HISTORIC YMCA CENTRE 

IN GERMANY DISSOLVED 

Geneva (EPS) - The international YMCA centre at Castle Mainau, Germany, which 
had played an important role in leadership training for a quarter of a cen~ 
tury, passes from the scene this month. For the past three years Castle Mainau 


had operated as a mobile institute reaching some 1,400 people on four continents. 


Created by the World Alliance of YMCAs and the European associations, the ins- 
titute was directed by the Rev. Gunnar Jansson for the past seven years. He 
now returns to Sweden as pastor of a local church. His associate, Dr. Winfried 


Fischer, becomes administrator of the Protestant Youth Organization in Germany. 
EPS 
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THE POWER OF THE PURSE 


New York (EPS) - Once upon a time the sole cri- 
teria applied by churches in buying stocks and 
bonds were their safety, profitability and re- 
sale value. Of course, a few church investment 
committees squirmed guiltily whenever it was 

suggested that churches might be making immoral 
profits off of slum dwellings and brothels. 


But it is only in very recent years that the eco- 
nomic aspects of church investment have yielded 
place to the social implications of church hold- 
ings. Not profits but people and their welfare 
are becoming a primary concem. 


In February Presiding Bishop John Hines of the 
Episcopal Church (USA) announced that at the 
next stockholders meeting of General Motors, 
the giant auto manufacturer will be asked to 
end its operations in South Africa. 


The church's newly formed Committee on Social 
Criteria for Investments, headed by Wall Street 
lawyer Robert S. Potter, is also behind a move 
to delay the exploitation of a $3 billion cop- 
per deposit in Puerto Rico until assurance can 
be given that the island's ecology will be safe- 
guarded. 


Even earlier questions had been raised by the 
United Church of Christ and the United Presby- 
terian Church about Gulf Oil investments in the 
Portuguese colony of Angola. The United Metho- 
dists are backing legislation that would cancel 
the sugar quota allowed to South Africa, and 
the National Council of Churches has pledged 
not to buy from the Atlantic & Pacific Tea Com- 
pany because of alleged discrimination against 
black employees. 


In Great Britain the Student Christian Movement 
has challenged the operations of Barclay's Bank 
in South Africa and its association with the 
Cabora Bassa Dam project in Mozambique, which 
is scheduled to displace 24,000 Africans and 
provide resettlement opportunities for one mil- 
lion white Portuguese. 


In West Germany several well-known churchmen are 
active in a boycott of products made by firms 
participating in the Cabora Bassa project, in- 
cluding AEG-Telefunken, Brown Bovery Co., Hoch- 
tief, Siemens and J. Voith. A declaration is- 
sued March 12 in Bonn called on the firms and 
the Federal Government to withdraw from the pro- 
ject, saying it was contrary to what is now 
known about development projects and their ef- 
fect on the liberation of man. Signing the ap- 
peal were Dr. Jurgen Heinrich, leader of a group 
of German scientists and member of the Office 

of Development Aid of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany; Oberkirchenrat Heinz Kloppenburg of 
Bremen; Prof. Helmut Gollwitzer and a number of 
Protestant ministers. 


While not church-inspired, the one-year ''experi- 


ment"’ of the Polaroid Corporation of Cambridge, 
Massachusetts (USA) promises to have far-ranging 
implications and has already provoked considera- 
ble concern in South Africa. The corporation 
has quit sending equipment used to make identifica- 
tion pass books required of every black person 
by the South African Government. In a full-page 
advertisement appearing in major U.S. newspapers 
in January it announced a programme together 
with its distributors to improve salaries and 
benefits to non-white employees in South Africa 
and to train non-whites for important jobs. Po- 
lardid will also commit a portion of the profits 
earned there to encourage black education. This 
includes paying educational expenses of 500 stu- 
dents at various levels from elementary school 
through university and making grants to teachers. 


The advertisement says Polaroid has no invest- 
ments in South Africa but is investigating the 
possibility of creating a black-managed company 
in one or more of the ''free black African na- 
tions". 


Early Efforts: Jobs, Training, Housing 


The use of church investments and purchasing 
power to fight discrimination in the United 
States is not new. A number of churches have 
participated in Project Equality, which secured 
promises from religious groups that they would 
not trade with suppliers that discriminated in 
hiring or promotion of employees. 


A decade ago the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society began using funds to rehabilitate hous- 
ing in urban slums, and a non-profit corporation 
stemming from that initiative is said to have 
done more than any other private concer to im- 
prove and develop housing. 


Perhaps the first church challenge to a major 
corporation dates from 1967 when several denomi- 
nations withheld stock proxies from the Eastman 
Kodak Company for its handling of a black em- 
ployment training programme in Rochester, New 
York. A row developed at the stockholders' 
meeting, but most of the churches voted for the 
company's slate of directors after criticizing 
the management. 


The most celebrated protest in recent memory 
was when the United Methodist Board of Missions 
withdrew its $10 million investment portfolio 
from the First National City Bank after the bank 
refused to quit a consortium guaranteeing 540 
million in credit to the South Africa govermn- 
ment. The mission board wanted no part in aid- 
ing a government advocating a policy of apart- 
heid. 


In 1970 church groups supported anti-war and 
pollution protests at annual meetings of both 
General Motors and Honeywell Inc. And the 
women's division of the United Methodist Board 
of Missions sold $400,000 worth of Dow Chemical 
(more) 


stock, charging the company with moral irrespon- 
sibility in making napalm to be used in defolia- 
ting Vietnam. 


(A full report on past and present investment 
policies of U.S. denominations is contained in 
the February 1971 issue of "JSAC Grapevine" pub- 
lished by the Joint Strategy and Action Commit- 
tee of the National Council of Churches, 475 
Riverside Drive, New York 10027.) 


New Emphasis on Environment 


What then is new about the latest crop of socio- 
economic protests? 


For one thing, the Episcopal-led effort to pro- 
tect the Puerto Rican environment from the in- 
roads of American Metal Climax and the Kennecott 
Copper Corporation appears to be more broadly 
based than previous protests. It has the sup- 
port of six major denominations or some agency 
thereof: American Baptist Convention, United 
Methodist Church, United Presbyterians, Lutheran 
Church in America, the United Church of Christ 
and the Episcopalians. 


Secondly, the protest is based on evidence gath- 
ered by the "church panel on copper mining in 
Puerto Rico" at two days of public hearings in 
San Juan. The panel thereupon reconmended that 
the two corporations postpone mining in the is- 
land until safeguards have been established to 
protect the economic, social and ecological fu- 
ture of the commonwealth, and until steps have 
been taken to permit the people of Puerto Rico to 
"express their will" and to facilitate their par- 
ticipation in decisions affecting their future. 
Some 25 witnesses appeared, most of whom opposed 
the mining operation. Specifically it has been 
contended that the proposed method of disposing 
of plant waste would endanger two bioluminescent 
bays and the smelter would harm the Guanica Na- 
tional Forest. 


Thirdly, the current technique of using proxy 
forms mailed to stockholders as a channel for 
raising questions about corporate policy may 
prove a more effective form of protest than ear- 
lier demonstrations at stockholders meetings 
with only a fraction of the stockholders present. 
While the number of shares held by churches is 
very small in terms of total share outstanding, 
the proxy form goes to every stockholder and its 
educational value could be considerable. If the 
goal is to spark a broad public discussion of 
the social and human implications of corporate 
policy, then this would seem a good way to reach 
a wide audience. It might even persuade some 
major stockholders to join the campaign. 


In the Gulf Oil protest the technique used by the 
United Church of Christ was to request its 2 mil- 
lion members to turn in their Gulf credit cards 
used in charging gasoline purchases. 
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The churches are taking seriously the contention 
that affluent industrial countries have tremen- 


_ dous influence on the economies and well-being of 


developing countries to which private investments 
flow. Cries of neo-colonialism have been raised 
not only in Latin America but at the World Coun- 
cil of Churches' consultation on Church and So- 
ciety (1966) and the Ecumenical Consultation on 
Development at Montreux (1970). 


Now the churches are attempting to see that this 
power is used not to bolster oppressive regimes 
and policies as in Angola and South Africa, but 
to strengthen the hand of those seeking to pre- 
Serve the natural and human resources of coun- 
tries like the United States and Puerto Rico. 
And this is being done not through hortatory pro- 
nouncements but through the power of the purse. 
It is just possible that this concerted campaign 
for corporate responsibility could help restore 
the churches to their place of moral leadership 
in the nation. 


Frances S. Smith 
WCC Staff Writer 


HOPE SPROUTS IN THE PHILIPPINES 


Talacogon, Mindanao, Philippines (EPS) - In the 


Philippine Islands the No. 1 problem has long 


been land distribution. All the best land was 
owned by a few families or by large companies 
which employed tenant farmers to do the work, 


Even when the government attempted rehabilita- 


tion schemes the results were far from satisfac- 
tory. All too often people were Simply dumped 


on a plot of unpromising land and left to fend 
for themselves. 


Thousands of families, most from pockets of pov- 
erty in Luzon and the Visayan Islands, migrated 


to Mindanao, for example. One of the least de- 


veloped parts of the Philippines, it was sup- 
posed to be a land of promise. But very soon 
the promise turned to ashes in the mouth. 


Learning of this unfortunate situation, the Na- 
tional Council of Churches in the Philippines 


(NCCP) joined forces with the government's Land 


Authority to start a resettlement project in 
the Province of Agusan del Sur in northeastern 
Mindanao. llere the NCCP, with assistance from 
the World Council of Churches and its related 
agencies, is acting to see that people are not 
simply given title to a piece of land but are 
helped to become responsible farmers, working 
together to achieve a community with a strong 
social fabric where human values are prized and 
protected. 


The Mindanao Agricultural Resettlement Agency 


(MARA) is the name of this pioneering project to 


help small farmers become self-supporting. By 


(nore) 
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June of this year the Land Authority and MARA 
expect to survey and allocate lots to 400 fami- 
lies. Some 120 families have already been in- 
stalled and 60 applications are pending. 


Oscar, L.S..Sarte, head of a firm of industrial 
engineers and management consultants in Manila, 
is the project director. An acknowledged ex- 
pert in resettlement projects, Mr. Sarte leads 
a MARA team composed of an agronomist and rub- 
ber specialist, a pest control expert, a farm 
management specialist and B. David Williams Jr., 
an agricultural engineer who supervises trans- 
port and logistics. 


The latter is a major problem, since the dis- 
tance from the Butuan airport to the four towns 
in the MARA settlement is 94 kilometres. The 
first 76 kilometres offer no difficulty but the 
last 18 involve a long, tortuous, backbreaking 
ride over a road left heavily rutted by loggers' 
trucks. Thus the only means of. transport is a 
sturdy weapons carrier or big army vehicle. And 
even that can't make it in the rainy season when 
the road becomes a sea of mad. 


Attempts are being made by Land Authority and 
provincial authorities to repair the road with 
the help of two tractors procured from the Bu- 
reau of Public Highways in December. And local 
congressman D.O, Plaza has told MARA that 
50,000 pesos will be released for road improve- 
ment. 


Farm Planning, Demonstration Projects 


Over in the settlement the planting of rice, 
peanuts, soybeans, mangos and other crops is ibe+ 
ing pushed vigorously. Agriculturists and pro- 
duction technicians are helping each farmer-set- 
tler to plan and lay out his area for planting. 
It is recommended that diversified farming be 
practiced: two hectares for bananas and abaca 
(which now brings a good price), two hectares 
for rubber (especially on the high slopes) and 
two for rice or other food crops. MARA supplies 
the seeds, fertilizers, insecticides and weed- 
killer. 


Two demonstration nurseries have been set up. 
Nursery A is planted with soybeans, peanuts, 
mangos, sorghum and bush sitao. Nursery B has 
rubber seedlings intercropped with upland rice 
of the Karawi variety. A mushroom bed has been 
started for demonstration and propagation pur- 


poses. 


Skilled "planting teams" under the supervision 
of MARA technicians will oversee the planting 
of permanent crops like rubber, bananas and aba- 
ca. Some 4,500 rubber seedlings have already 
been given out. Recently the J.C. Aquino rub- 
ber estate agreed to sell high-yield seedlings 
to MARA at cost, which should go a long way to- 
wards getting the settlers into this highly 


profitable business. 


Another MARA project is a 1,000 sq. ft. fishpond 
constructed in the townsite. The Bureau of Fish- 
eries has promised 2,000 carp fries from its 
breeding station in Tanay, Rizal near Manila, 
which must be transported by airplane. This will 
demonstrate the possibilities of propagating 
freshwater fish. 


With assistance from Heifer Project International, 
a cattle dispersal project is in sight. The ini- 
tial cost of 10,000 pesos for 20 head of cattle 
has been underwritten by Heifer Project with the 
overall cost of the project fixed at 250,000 pe- 
sos. Distribution of the cattle is by lottery. 

A swine project has also been started with the 
purchase and distribution of seven white sows. 


Nine carabaos (buffalo) were bought in Butuan 
City, capital of northern Agusan, transported to 
Bahbah, capital of southern Agusan, and from 
there were walked to the villages by the farmer 
recipients. The latter also received plows. 
Both carabaos and plows were sold to them at 
cost, payable in five years at the usual rate of 
bank interest. Since these work animals would 
otherwise have to be rented by the day, the sa- 
ving should help pay off the cost in five years. 


Social Organization 


The farmer-settlers are organized into a coopera- 
tive, the Del Monte Farmers' Association (DELFA), 
and last January the Community Development Coun- 
cil was formed. Its members are the barrio cap- 
tain, the president of DELFA, the principal of 
the elementary school, the head of the Parent- 
Teachers Association, the local policeman, a 
Land Authority representative and MARA's project 
director. The last two. are advisers. 


Projects approved by the council for implementa- 
tion as soon as possible include a conmunity wa- 
ter system, athletic and recreational activities, 
a neighbourhood security system, toilets for all 
houses, a drainage canal around each house and 
the fencing of animals. 


Every Saturday the Del Monte Farmers' Association 
holds a seminar at the elementary school. In the 
morning there are lectures on crop development, 
in the afternoon demonstrations of planting tech- 
niques at the MARA nursery or open forums at the 
Land Authority office. This gives farmers a 
chance to discuss their problems and to learn 
scientific methods. 


An important service performed by the National 
Council of Churches was the negotiation of a 
credit scheme with a reputable rural bank. This 
will enable settlers to get credit on reasonable 
terms. Now plans are under way for a medical 
and dental clinic. 

(more) 


Surmountable Problems 


The list of problems besetting this embryo com- 
munity would fill a large book. One of the most 
discouraging involves the lack of good building 
materials. Even though Del Monte lies in "the 
timber heartland of the Philippines", the fini- 
shed wood must be brought from Nasipit, 100 ki- 
lometres away. Meanwhile fallen logs lie rot- 
ting on all sides. One answer, Mr. Sarte sug- 
gests, is the purchase of a portable sawmill to 
cut the fallen logs into usable pieces. But 
this costs money that the project doesn't have. 


If it did, it might be tempted to buy several 
horses for use by MARA technicians who lose 
countless manhours, especially during the rainy 
season, traveling from one farmlot to another 
on their daily inspection trips. Or it might 
go to establish a staging depot in Bahbah for 
stockpiling construction materials and supplies 
from Manila that cannot be brought those last 
18 Kilometres when the road becomes impassible. 


But no matter how insurmountable the problems 
may appear, there is great hope among the set- 
tlers. They can see that a conmmity is emerg- 
ing and an infra-structure being forged as the 
churches and government work together to bring 
a new life to hundreds of displaced and land- 
less families struggling to put down new roots 
in Mindanao. 
Jo Villarba 
Information Officer for MARA 


THE COUNCILS TAKE COUNSEL 
TOGETHER 


Geneva (EPS) - For the first time in ecumenical 
history the leaders of national Christian coun- 
cils and regional conferences have been invited 
to a World Consultation on Christian Councils 
to be held here June 28 to July 7, 1971. 


General T.B. Simatupang of Djakarta, president 
of the Council of Churches in Indonesia and a 
member of the World Council of Churches" Execu= 
tive Committee, has agreed to serve as chairman. 


Invitations have gone to the 25 councils asso- 
ciated with the WCC and the 43 affiliated with 
its Commission on World Mission and Evangelism, 
as well as to 16 bodies not officially related 
to the WCC though they cooperate in various 
programmes. A few consultants will be on hand, 
including representation from the Roman Catho- 
lic Church. 


In preparation for this meeting the writer has 
visited almost 80 councils and prepared a re- 
port on each. These visits showed a general 
readiness to re-think the nature, aims and tasks 
of councils in the light of today's new require- 
ments and opportunities. This in essence is the 
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consultation's theme. 


The main work will be done in six groups of about 
20 persons each. All will have the same agenda 
of questions and issues, but each is free to 
spend most time on those of special interest. 

The report, when approved in plenary session, 
will probably take the form of a statement that 
each national council can address to its own 
member churches. . 


It is hoped that this meeting, unprecedented in 
ecumenical history, will also pioneer new paths © 
for the ecumenical movement. 


Since no single church by itself represents the 
wholeness of the People of God (though every 
congregation should mirror that universality in 
its concerns), the ecumenical movement exists to 
help these divided and introverted churches to 
experience and manifest their God-given unity. 
It also helps them turn outwards in witness and 
service to the world. ‘In other words, it helps 
the churches come closer to being the Church. 


One instrument for encouraging these two purposes 
is the council of churches -' local, metropolitan 
or state, national, regional and global. How- 
ever imperfect these councils may be, it is hard 
to see how the ecumenical movement in its present 
state could possibly make progress without them. 


On the regional level there are conferences for 
Asia, Africa, Europe and the Pacific Islands, a 
provisional organisation for Latin America and a 
Caribbean Conference of Churches about to be born. 
Many countries have a number. of local councils... 
of one type or another (in.the U.K. alone there 
are more than 650) although most countries have 
none as yet. 


Of the 80 national Christian councils or councils 
of churches in existence today, a large number 
started as organs of missionary cooperation and 
have had difficulty living down their past his~ 
tory as foreign mission enterprises. Others 
were brought into being by the churches compris-. 
ing their membership. Nevertheless, these too 
have found it difficult to become what their 
constitutions proclaim them to be. +; nal 


Key Question 


The key question for every council is its réla- 
tion to its member churches. The theory is 
clear: the council is the organ through which © 
the various confessions and denominations learn 
from one another and work together in common 
witness and service. The depressing fact is 
that almost invariably church leaders meet to- 
gether not to make decisions about the funda- 
mental activities of their own churches, but on- 
ly to see what programmes the council can uSe-* 9% 
fully carry through, thus leaving the churches 
to go on each in its own way just as before. — 
(more) 
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Often the councils provide an ecumenical facade 
behind which the churches maintain an unecumeni-~ 
cal existence. 


A well-known phenomenon of the ecumenical move- 
ment is the schizophrenia of those who appear as 
leaders of the movement at the international or 
national level, while being seen by all as de- 
nominationally-minded in their home setting. A- 
nother popular disease is amesia. Its victims 
vote for something in one place but on returning 
home completely forget the commitment, even fail- 
ing to report to those whom they have 'represen- 
ted' what was 'decided' in their name! In other 
words, in spite of its amazing potential, the 
ecumenical movement has scarcely begun its pro- 
per functioning. 


Institutions are unpopular today. However, it 
is doubtful whether the Church could have sur- 
vived two centuries, let alone 20, without its 
institutional aspect. Does not the discussion 
thus far imply a very 'Establishment' or insti- 
tutional view of the ecumenical movement? The 
answer is that of course renewal groups, pro- 
phetic voices and Christian radicals all have 
their important place within the movement. But 
if the institutions are discarded instead of be- 
ing renewed, it is likely that we shall lose 

the future. The indubitable role of councils is 
to take such radical movements seriously, and to 
do their best to bring their influence to bear 
upon their constituent churches. 


The basic functions of all councils are the same, 
no matter at what level or on what scale they 
operate, although their order of priorities may 
be different. The functions are (i) to seek to 
discern where and how the Spirit is working in 
new ways and to help the churches respond in 
common obedience, (ii) to do imaginative and ef- 
fective ecumenical education, not only through 
information but through involvement, (iii) to 
promote ecumenical concerns in a manner appro- 
priate to the situation, and (iv) to demonstrate 
vertically between councils the same cooperation 
which councils desire to see horizontally among 
their member churches. 


A word on each of these. (i) Councils usually 
conceive of their task as coordinating or sup- 
plementing programmes in which the churches have 
long been engaged, rather than calling the 
churches to cooperate in doing what they have 
overlooked or neglected, or the new thing which 
new circumstances demand. But it is far easier 
to do jointly what has not been done before than 
to relinquish or modify longstanding activities 
to which each church feels itself committed. It 
is because the churches are fully preoccupied 
with their own programmes that they need a coun- 
cil to help them lift up their eyes to new needs 
and opportunities. 


(ii) Ecumenicity means fulfilling local tasks in 
obedience to a total vision. Unfortunately very 


few Christians and very few churches see them- 
selves in the perspective of the whole Church in 
the whole world. Ecumenical education is vital- 
ly necessary so that churches can experience and 
appreciate churches or confessions other than 
their own. It is especially needed to help them 
appreciate churches on other continents. ‘The 
first can usually be gained locally, but the se- 
cond requires a creative use of information. Yet 
councils are often bottlenecks instead of pipe- 
lines of such information. 


(iii) Programmes on development, joint action in 
mission and combatting racism all require action 
in most countries at most levels. 


(iv) Councils, as well as churches, need one an- 
other. Thus a national council requires the co- 
operation both of its regional conference and of 
the World Council of Churches, on the one hand, 
and of structures of local ecumenism, on the 
other. The latter are supremely important, but 
so far are usually non-existent or insufficiently 
dynamic and flexible. A "transformer! operation 
between different levels of councils is essential. 


Roman Catholic Participation 


Two new factors in the picture are the increas- 
ing participation of Roman Catholics in the ecu- 
menical movement, and the proliferation of re- 
newal movements of varying degrees of radical- 
ism, mostly outside of ecclesiastical structures. 
Since the Second Vatican Council the spontaneous 
fellowship and cooperation which have sprung up 
at local levels of church life are remarkable. 
Roman Catholics are full members of a vast and 
ever-growing number of local councils. In urban 
and industrial movements they often take their 
place alongside Protestants, and sometimes ag- 
nostics, atheists or men of other faiths, in 
common service of humanity. At the national le- 
vel as well, the Roman Catholic Church is a full 
member of at least 10 councils and it will be a 
member of the Caribbean Conference of Churches 
now in process of formation, This often means 
that a helpfully catalytic process is set in 
train towards a fuller and deeper ecumenism. 


These and other trends and developments will be 
reported to the World Counsultation in June/July. 
It will be interesting to see what the delegates 
to that meeting decide are the top priorities 
for the months and years ahead as they seek to 
realize their potential in a world-wide partner- 
ship. 
Victor E.W. Hayward 
WCC Secretary for Relationships with 
Christian Councils 


Even though the 400-member Baptist church in Bra- 
tislava, Czechoslovakia had the funds to construct 
a new church, they have been refused a building 
permit with the suggestion that they remodel an 
existing building instead. 


YOUTH’ S SHARE IN DEVELOPMENT 


Geneva (EPS) — Young people who wish to work in 
developing countries must first themselves be 
developed. This means becoming aware of their 
own limitations and their participation in the 
oppressive structures of the rich world, Only 
then are they ready to share in the struggle for 
development in the poor world. Rex Davis, an 
Australian Anglican on the staff of the Youth 
Department of the World Council of Churches, 
says he and his three colleagues are in full ag- 
reement about this. And he continues, What 
young people, as well as their elders, need 
first and foremost for development work is fi- 
nancial aid". 


Oscar Bolioli, head of the Youth Department, has 
recently been in Latin America where the WCC's 
Ecumenical Youth Service (EYS) is responsible 
for several work projects lasting from three to 
five weeks, as well as two long-term projects. 
And Archie LeMone, a black Baptist minister from 
the USA, organised the first joint seminar for 
voluntary service workers in Africa attended by 
young people from 10 countries both French- and 
English-speaking. He says: "Of course, the 
developing countries need help. They need young 
people to give them technical knowledge. But 
they do not want these assistants to stay lon- 
ger than necessary". 


Mindolo, A Preparatory Seminar 


It was LeMone's idea to try to bring young peo- 
ple in Africa together round the same table. 

In 1970 he visited the African correspondents 
of the Ecumenical Youth Service and proposed a 
joint seminar. They were all in favour, for as 
one of them in an English-speaking country said: 
"For us it is easier to travel to Europe or Am- 
erica than to have contact with our French-spea- 
king neighbours". 


LeMone had been in contact with these correspon- 
dents for five years. He had put them in touch 
with each other, but they had never yet met to- 
gether. Primarily this was due to financial 
limitations. This was solved when LeMone was 
able to provide the necessary funds from the 
EYS budget. A planning committee met three 
times last year and decided on the agenda, the 
place and date of meeting: the Ecumenical Cen- 
tre in Mindolo, Zambia, February 1971. 


The 10 countries represented were Togo, Madaga- 
scar, Ghana, Zambia, Congo-Kinshasa, Tanzania, 
Kenya, Nigeria, Uganda and Cameroun. Delegates 
planned work projects in which young people from 
various African countries will get to know each 
other better. 


And what about European assistants? "The Afri- 
cans would like, where possible, to have assis- 
tants from their continent", says LeMone, "since 
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technical expertise is not needed on these projects. 
Before they work with young people from Europe 

or America they would like to get acquainted 

with each other". 


Ecumenical Youth Service is responsible this year 
for carrying out 12 projects in Africa: schools 
are being built, hospitals and social workers 

are given assistance, youth help in the churches. 
"In this way we are in contact with the popula- 
tion and become aware of each other's problems," 
he states. 


This is not missionary work in the traditional 
sense, Sometimes the national youth correspon- 
dents are not members of a Christian youth or- 
ganisation. "In several countries there are no 
Christian youth organisations", says LeMone. "Our 
task is to help young people in Africa to get to 
know each other, to provide the necessary funds 
and the places for them to meet without influen- 
cing them and their work in any way. We must at. 
long last become accustomed to treating the peo- 
ple in the Third World on an equal footing". 


Ceylon, A Long-Term Project 


Getting acquainted with other people's problems 
is the theme of an EYS project in Ceylon. In 
1970 Andris Barblan, a Swiss political scientist 
on the Youth Department staff, went to Ceylon. 
His Singhalese correspondents proposed the 'Na- 
vajeevanam" (New Life) project to him. In the 
northern corner of Ceylon, right in the middle 
of new settlements set up by government, is the 
"Navajeevanam"' rehabilitation centre. Here a- 
bout 80 young people between seven and twenty 
years of age are trying to live life anew. All 
come from under-privileged, unhappy or broken 
homes. Their training should equip them to live 
independent lives later on. 


But the Singhalese lack instructors, hence their 
request to Andris Barblan: "Send us experts in 
agriculture, handicrafts and social work", It 
was Clear that the normal work camp would be in- 
adequate. "We discussed the matter with the 
youth commission of the National Council of 
Churches in Ceylon and agreed that the foreign 
assistants should stay there for at least a year 
to reach an understanding of the problems en- 
abling them to work profitably with the young 
people ,"" Barblan explained. 


This project is unusual for another reason: af- 
ter being trained themselves, the young people 
will train others. The Singhalese themselves 
will see to this. Thus assistance will not be 
limited to one year - too short a period for at- 
taining positive results. Already several per- 
sons have sent in applications for this project, 
among them three Europeans. "What we still lack 
is the necessary funds,"' says Barblan, "for it 
is not possible for the Singhalese Christians 
to give financial aid". (nove) 
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New Guinea, Development in Personal Contacts 


"Again and again we must help the people in the 
developing countries get together and discover 
for themselves what their problems are,'' says 
Rex Davis. In September 1968 while in New Gui- 
nea he helped young people there to commmicate 
their problems and thus to move towards solving 
them. The Papuans themselves recognised that ed- 
ucation and commmication are just as important 
for their development as financial support. Be- 
tween 1968 and 1970 three consultations on deve- 
lopment were organised with help from the Com- 
mittee on Society, Development and Peace 
(SODEPAX). Participants came from ali classes 
and walks of life: students, teachers, pastors, 
priests, soldiers, youth leaders, policemen , 
farmers, small businessmen. 


"Education is more than mere schooling," said 
one consultation. ''The colonial type of educa- 
tion must be altered". The problem, according 
to Davis, is to ensure that the rapid changes 
taking place in New Guinea do not endanger the 
quality of living there. Education has an im- 
portant role to play here. 


Santo Domingo, Ecumenical Development 


"We in the Youth Department believe more can he 


to come to grips with their own problems rather 
than to become development assistants out of a 
spirit of adventure. On Christian development- 
aid Davis has this to say: 'Mission, yes, but 
not missionaries". No new form of colonialism 
for the peoples of the Third World with the bac- 
king of the churches. 


In the meantime members of the Youth Department 
of the World Council of Churches are evaluating 
the projects undertaken from 1968 to 1970. Only 
then will a decision be taken as to the future. 
However, there is no doubt about one point: in 
the future the initiative must come from the 
countries needing help, Geneva will only under- 
take to coordinate and finance the projects. 


For both these things the support of youth and 
youth organisations in Europe and North America 
is needed. They are the ones who are aware of 
the changing meaning of development and who, in 
their own countries, can instill a new attitude 
towards the Third World and a fresh way of think- 
ing about ecumenism. 


Gerhardt Horstmeier 
WCC Staff Writer 


(Translated from German by WCC Translation Dept.) 


achieved by means of small, intensive projects 
than with large numbers"', says Oscar Bolioli, re- 
ferring to the example of Sabaneta in the Domini- 


HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS, WOMEN’ S 
ORDINATION MAKE CHURCH HEADLINES 


can Republic. Sabaneta de Yasica, a town of a- 
bout 10,000 inhabitants, has no drinking water or 
electricity, a high birth rate and an equally 
high infant mortality. Here in 1967 the youth. 
organisations of the Evangelical Church of Santo 
Domingo organised a construction project for 
young people. Dominican and Canadian youth work- 
ing with the population became acquainted with 
Sabaneta's problems. They were confronted with 
the question: ‘What is a Christian's answer to 
a completely under-developed world?" 


Their answer was simple - three stayed in Saba- 
neta to help the people solve their problems. 

A year later they had gained a new understanding 
of the term ecumenism. 'Ecumenism'', they said, 
‘has come to mean for us the fight for the 1li- 
beration and the renewal of men''. Meanwhile 
similar projects have been organised elsewhere 
in the Dominican Republic. 


Geneva, New Forms of Assistance 

"Birst we must use these small projects to make 
the people aware of their situation", says Bo- 
lioli. "This is possible only if we get finan- 
cial support and technical assistance from the 
young people in Europe. These are the things 
we need from them and nothing more". 


Rex Davis, too, thinks it is infinitely better 
for the young people in Europe and North America 


Geneva (EPS) - The race issue again dominated 
much of the ecumenical news during March with 
security police making a swoop on church offices 
and residences in South Africa. 


In well-planned raids in Capetown, Johannesburg , 
Durban and Port Elizabeth, police searched the 
offices of the South African Council of Churches, 
the University Christian Movement, the Christian 
Institute, the Inter-Church Education Committee 
and the homes of several individuals. 


The World Council of Churches' general secretary, 
Eugene Carson Blake, said the raids would force 
"even those Christians who have upheld their 
government's apartheid policy to rethink their 
position". 


Coupled with the arrest of Bishop Alphaeus Zulu 
for not having his "pass'' on him while attending 
a seminar on “black theology" at a retreat cen- 
tre near Johannesburg, these actions in South 
Africa continued to keep the evils of the apart- 
heid system before the world, 


Ordination of women gained a new impetus when 
the Anglican Consultative Council meeting in 
Kenya voted in favour and asked all Anglican 
churches to consider women's ordination and of- 
fer their views to the council's next meeting 


in; 1975, 
(more ) 
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And Cardinal Suenens of Belgium was reported in 
the Canadian Press as having advocated a Roman 
Catholic Church study on women entering the 
priesthood. 


A common date for Easter came a step nearer when 
the Roman Catholic Church in Greece announced it 
would celebrate the Christian festival on the 
same date as the Greek Orthodox. The idea first 
became a subject of study in 325 A.D. at the 
Council of Nicaea. 


A World Council of Churches report on possible 
dates for a "common Easter" is being circulated 
to the Council's 252 member churches for discus- 
sion. 


The focus in the debate on baptism has shifted 
from common recognition of baptism as a sacrament 
of initiation to the practical consequences of 
having different practices in united churches. 
This is one of the key points to be discussed in 
August by theologians at the World Council's 
Faith and Order Commission meeting in Louvain, 
Belgium. A discussion paper " Baptism, Confir- 
mation and Eucharist" based on a consultation in 
Czechoslovakia last September says the once-for- 
all character of baptism requires "immediate ad- 
mission to the eucharist". 


The issue of human rights was focused in Brazil 
where the President has been requested: to per- 

mit an impartial international team of investi- 
gators to look into allegations of torture of 

political prisoners in jails and detention cen- 
tres. A letter sent by 16 international organi- 
sations including the World Council's Commission 
of the Churches on Intemational Affairs, noted 
that the Brazilian Government has repeatedly de- 
nied the allegations but at the same time refu- 
sed to let the Inter-American Human Rights Com- 
mission carry out an investigation. The CCIA 

joined with two other organisations in presen- 

ting the contents of the letter to the UN Human 


Rights Commission in Geneva on March 23. LO wel 


The 252 Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox member 
churches. of the World Council. of Churches chan-. 
nelled a record $17,374,037 through. the Division 
of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
(DICARWS) during 1970. The money was forwarded 
to churches and agencies in more than 80. coun- 
tries to strengthen their service to the poor... 
and participate in nation-building efforts, help 
minority churches in their witness, assist refu- 
gees and aid the victims of disaster. 


The largest share went, to Africa, followed by 
Asia, the fiddle East and Orthodox countries, | 
Latin America and lastly Europe. Some $9,778,154 
of the $17 million was for church-related pro- 
jects. Assistance to the victims of disasters. 
totalled $7,595,883. This included help for 
those hit by famine in Ethiopia, earthquakes in 
Turkey and Peru, and cyclones in Madagascar and... 
East Pakistan. Some $5 million of this went into 
relief and rehabilitation efforts following the .. 
end of the civil war in Nigeria. > onintst 


The question of the churches' role among the, In- 
dian commmities in Latin America was raised in 

a consultation held on the West Indian island of 
Barbados. South American anthropologists and socio- 
logists were among those who studied the issue. 
Their report addressed ‘to the World Coun¢il of ” 
Churches suggested that the long-range goal for 

the churches should be the suspension of all 
missionary activity. Meanwhile the Missions ~~ 
could help to liberate the Indians by respecting 
their culture; halting the theft of Indian pro- 
perty; eliminating mission excesses based too 

often on exploitation of Indian labour ; ‘and stop- 
ping the competition for Indian souls on the : 
part of various religious groups. — _— 
The report is being studied by mission boards 
and is expected to generate extensive discussion 
later this year when comments have been collated. 


PERISCOPE 


Law Protecting War Objectors Asked 


LL \ POOH ve 1O J Sat 


The general secretary of the Lutheran Council. in. the USA, Dr. C. Thomas Spitz Jr., has. asked the U.S. 
Congress to pass legislation protecting potential draftees who oppose all wars or 4 particular war. He. 
Said the recent Supreme Court ruling against selective conscientious objection should not stop gress 


from acting, 


Meanwhile Dr. Edwin Becker told the House Committee that the General Assembly of the Christian Church 


Chile: A Bishop Defends Allende 


SYawe’ siqos? arit 


Bishop Raimmdo A. Valenzuela, leader of the autonomous Methodist Church of Chile, ‘says ‘the election oi 


President Salvador Allende has brought a new opportunity for the social witness of the Church. Baie 
the election "absolutely honest and free" and said that if the U.S. is for freedom anywhere , it mst r = 
spect Chile's democratic process. Acknowledging that Marxist principles are "very strong in the govern- © 


d 


ment's social and economic programme", Bishop Valenzuela said the government has "a very deep Tespect : 
YOOFIMITL Si Th Cae .aoraavetl xal 


for Chile's tradition of freedom, including religious freedom". . 


A DITO fet BerOer 


siqosq gowo\(neRe jet 
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Ups and Downs in East Germany 


Adequate church facilities especially in new housing areas are a problem for East German churches, ac- 
cording to the Rev. Carl H. Mau, associate general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation. In the 
German Democratic Republic he found few building permits being issued for church construction and most 
renovation effort put into buildings held important for historic reasons. However, Mau says, "Old folk 
church patterns are undergoing needed change" and young people are showing a continuing interest in 
church life. Some trained for trades and occupations serve as parish and social workers. 


Follow-up to sala 


Three years after some 400 Danish youth made the suggestion, a joint lay congress of Denmark's Lutheran 
and Roman Catholic churches will take place July 4-9 in Haslev near Copenhagen. The organizers are six 
ecumenical committees who want to discuss the social responsibility of Christians, Denmark's relation 
to the Third World, a modern structure for the congregation and educational problems. 


Good Relations in West Cameroun 


The moderator of the Presbyterian Church in West Cameroun, the Rt. Rev. Jeremiah Chi Kangsen was cheered 
by the discovery that Baptists and Presbyterians in Ballin enjoy good fraternal relations and the pastors 
even exchange pulpits. However, he deplored the unhealthy rivalry between Protestants and Roman Catho- 
lics in Akwaya. Walking up to seven hours a day, he visited all Presbyterian congregations in Akwaya 
on a 16-day pastoral tour. 


Black Presbyterians Oppose Union 


The proposed union of two U.S. Presbyterian denominations is drawing opposition from the Black Presby- 
terians United. So as not to weaken "black impact", they proposed that the Presbyterian Church U.S. 
unite with several black denominations. They also agreed to push for more Presbyterian effort in the 
black community and recruitment of more blacks for church careers. 


A Gain of 35,348 


Membership figures for 230 U.S. churches during 1969-70 increased by 35,348, a gain of .03 over the 
previous year and the lowest in modern times. The total now stands at 128,505,084. 


People in the News 


Patriarch Kyrillos VI, primate of the Coptic Church, died in Cairo following a heart attack on March 9. 
His age was 69. The leader of some 3 million Copts in North Africa and the Middle East, he was en- 
throned in 1959 and in 1968 succeeded in having the relics of St. Mark brought back to Egypt from Ve- 
nice. Archbishop Anba Antonious of Sohag has been appointed acting patriarch by the Holy Synod. 


Patriarch Cyril, head of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church, died in Sofia on March 7 after a short illness. 
He was 70. The patriarch was enthroned in 1953 and presided over 80% of the country's churchgoers, the 
remainder being Moslems and small groups of Roman Catholics, Protestants and Jews. 


Dr. Hans W. Florin, 42, of Hamburg, Germany has been called by the Evangelical Church in West Germany 
to be general secretary of the Protestant Association for World Mission. He succeeds Chief Counselor 
Heinrich Lohmann who retires April 1. For the past five years Dr. Florin has been theology secretary 
and assistant general secretary of the association. 


The new primate of the Anglican Church of Canada is Bishop Edward W. Scott, 51, of the Diocese of Koo- 
tenay. The youngest of five nominees, Bishop Scott, a resident of Kolowna, British Columbia, was as- 
sociate general secretary of the National Department of Social Service before becoming a bishop in 1966. 


The Rev. A. Wilson Cheek, 56, of Atlanta, Georgia, died March 6. A memorial service was held at the 
Interchurch Centre in New York City on March 23 with participation by representatives of several orga- 
nizations he had served: the World Council of Christian Education, the Division of Christian Education 
of the National Council of Churches, the National Conference of Christians and Jews and the Religious 
Education Association. At the time of his death he was an NCCJ staff member in Atlanta. 


Bishop Gennadios Zervos, 35, has been named the first resident Orthodox bishop in Italy with headquar- 


ters in Naples. Born in Greece he is Bishop of Crateias and Auxiliary Bishop of Vienna. ees) 
nore 
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A Sporting Warning 


Australia is in danger of being excluded from major world sport if it continues to accept racially se- 
lected South African sport teams, according to Bishop Edward Crowther, an American who was deported from 
South Africa after three years because of his anti-apartheid activities. Speaking at an inter-church. 
rally in Sydney, he said Australia, which was the last major sporting country in the world to play against 
South African teams, was being watched with concern by other countries, particularly for its reaction to 
the scheduled rugby union tour. 


115-year Mission Ends 


After 115 years of mission to Colombia, the United Presbyterian Church (USA) says Colombia is no longer 
one of its mission fields. Several well-organized presbyteries and a national synod there can give ef- 
fective leadership to the church. Colombian clergy and laymen will meet in July to draft a five-year 
plan for their church and see how to finance it. The U.S. church's Commission on Ecumenical Mission and 
Relations will continue to give personnel and limited financial aid to specific projects to which it | is 
already committed. 


More Deportations 


Protests have been lodged over the deportation of the Rev. and Mrs. Howard W. Trumbull, missionaries for 
the United Church of Christ (USA), who must leave South Africa by May 28. No reason was given by goverm- 
ment for the ouster. Mr. Trumbull, a native of Michigan, is treasurer of the Natal region of the United 
Congregational Church in southern Africa. The U.S. church praised the African church for Saaeat to be 
intimidated by government action against its officers. 


Dr. Hugh 0. Douglass, moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, voiced. shock and sur- 
prise upon learning during a visit to South Africa that George MacArthur, a social worker, has. failed to 
gain renewal of his permit to enter African (Negro) areas in the Transkei Province. , 
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PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


Some 400 families from overcrowded areas of Luzon and the Visayan Islands will soon be finding new life 
and hope in Agusan del Sur Province on Mindanao, Philippine Islands. The Mindanao Agricultural Resett- 
lement Scheme (MARA) is a joint effort of the National Council of Churches in the Philippines and Govern- 
ment (see page 4). 


Opposite page: (850) MARA technicians help farmer-settlers plant rubber seedlings, (851) Peanuts are 
one of several successful crops. : 


Staff members of the World Council of Churches’ Youth Department each yéar participate in many confer- 
ences and seminars coordinating youth activities around the world (see page 8). (852) The Rev. Archie 
LeMone (imeeling at left), an American Baptist, organized recent seminar on,'Youth Involvement in. Volun- 
tary Service and Development'' held in Kitwe, Zambia. .(853) The Rev. Oscar Bolioli, Methodist. from Uru- 
guay, attended International Christian Youth Consultation on Development in Piriapolis, Uruguay. . (854) 
The Rev. Rex Davis (right), Australian Anglican, at a consultation on rural development at Goroka in the 
Eastern Ilighlands of New Guinea. (855) On a field trip participants got pointers on tobacco raising © 
from an’ official of the Department of Agriculture. (856) Ecumenical Youth Service, a major Youth De- 
partment effort, will sponsor a year-long project based on a large farm in Navajeeyanam, Ay ‘train-_ 
ing boys 7 to 20 years of age. 


Kalushi Farm College at Kitwe, Zambia trains men and: women to grow a variety of crops. Aes pales in ne 
Copperbelt| market, thus increasing the Zambians' self-reliance. The farm, with assistance, channeled . 
through the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the World Council of Churches, 
is geared to the requirements of the National Development Plan and emphasises “learning by doing". ' The 
course includes both theory and practical farming experience. (857) Irrigating the garden plot allot- 
ted each student. (858) Some of the student body. (859) One can expect to make a profit if he culti-' 
vates according to suggested methods. (860) A poultry expert from Christian Aid, the relief and deve- 
lopment arm of the British Council of Churches. (861) The school's director, J.W. Woods; shows off ee 
low-cost: house "prefabricated" from eucalyptus timber once; thought unusable, for ApUSINBs0 i (862-3) Poul- 
try project is a major source of income paying a large share of the training, scheme's expenses. » (864), 
Spraying techniques are important to increase vegetable yield. (865) A young Canadian with students 
from the "cattle ranch". (866) One of the farm children modelling clay. 


Department of Communication 
World Council of Churches 


oikoumene 


150 ROUTE DE FERNEY 1211 GENEVA 20 
TELEPHONE (022) 333400 TELEX 23423 
CABLE: OIKOUMENE GENEVA OIK CH 


Ecumenical 
Press Service 


Published 
weekly 


3S: ““OIKOUMENE” GENEVA - TEL. 333400 TELEX 23423 OIK CH - 150 ROUTE DE FERNEY, 1211 GENEVA 20 SWITZERLAND 


No. 9/38th Year 1h aaj ny ah Pi lef | 
Contents 
Three-pronged emphasis voted for WOO Etydce Mrograme. "as se). ea 3 ws 2 


Local churches respond to Kenya's famine needs... 2. + es ee ee ees 3 
Inter-Church Aid dispatched goods worth $42 million in '70.......4 
Asian Protestants/Catholics unite on urban training. ....+..++++-95 
Makarios baptises thousands in Kenya... - +--+ e+e ee eee ee eee D5 
Awards given for top Christian TV programmes... ++ + + + + + ee es 6 
New AACC general secretary named . . ~~ s+ e+ e+ e+ + © ee ee ee ee es 6 
UK immigration bill under fire from BCC unit... +++ +++-+++es Z 
Plans for German Ecumenical Congress announced ......2+4 +++ ees / 
Faith and Order Commission to meet in Belgium. . 2... 2. e+ eee es - 8 


Pentecost 1971: Message from the Presidents of the World Council 
(e) £ Chur che Ss . . . . e . . ° . . . . . . . * J . . e ° . . . . . . e . . 9 


ublished weekly under auspices: World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
Tomen’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education. 


he aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
1ovements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 


De TT 


No. 9 - lst April, 1971 2 


THREE-PRONGED EMPHASIS VOTED 

FOR W.C.C.'s '71 RACE PROGRAMME 

Geneva (EPS) - Investments, land rights and Indians in Latin America will 
be the three major emphases for 1971 of the Programme to Combat Racism (PCR) 
of the World Council of Churches. 


This decision was made last week at a meeting of the Commission for PCR 
attended by 25 members and consultants from Australia, Belgium, Canada, 
Colombia, Great Britain, Germany, Indonesia, Japan, Kenya, Malaysia, Nether- 


lands, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Switzerland, USA, USSR and Zambia. 


The Commission agreed that PCR should help member churches investigate and 
analyse investments in international companies and banks operating in south- 


ern Africa and in any countries practicing white racism. 


A symposium on land rights is being considered for next fall to bring to- 
gether persons affected by this problem in Australia and New Zealand. Re- 
gional ad hoc groups may also be formed to investigate the exploitation of 
land which deprives racial groups of their cultural, economic or political 


rights. 


Research has already been started by the PCR staff on the Kunene Dam pro- 
ject which, it is alleged, will displace a large number of blacks in south- 
ern Angola and South-West Africa to be replaced by 500,000 white settlers 
once the dam is completed. The Commission for PCR asked that a programme 
be mounted to disseminate the results of this research among the churches. 
They should be encouraged to dissuade their governments and industries 


from participating in construction of the dam. 


The third emphasis involves a continuing discussion and follow-up of the 
"Declaration of Barbados" (EPS No. 6) drawn up last month at a consulta- 
tion of Latin American anthropologists. Their statement, addressed to the 
World Council for its consideration, expressed the conviction that Chris- 
tian mission agencies should phase out their work among the Indians. A 
full report of the consultation will be published in July 1971. The 
World Council's Division of World Mission and Evangelism has already ini- 
tiated enquiries on the declaration with mission agencies directly invol- 
ved in mission among Latin American Indians. 


In other actions the PCR voted to continue grants to organisations of 
(more) 
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racially oppressed peoples whose aims are in accord with the purposes of the 
World Council of Churches. Additional grants will be made by the Executive 


Committee of the WCC next September at its meeting in Bulgaria. 


Reiterating its special concern for southern Africa, the Commission asked 

the PCR and appropriate World Council departments to pursue several new 
initiatives. Chief among these are (a) extension of prisoner-of-war status 
to freedom fighters, in accordance with the Geneva Convention; (b) opposition 
to military alliances with South Africa and particularly the supply of arms 
to the governments of South Africa, Portugal and Rhodesia; (c) discourage 
ment of white imaigration to South Africa and tourism to southern Africa, 


Malagasy, Malawi and Portugal. 


Support was voted for the 1971 U.N. International Year for Action to Combat 
Racism. The programme secretary was asked to assist the member churches to 
press their governments to approve U.N. conventions on elimination of racism, 


prevention of genocide and maintenance of human rights. 


A resolution pertaining to UNESCO asked the World Council to urge the direc- 
tor general to implement a resolution requiring UNESCO to sever relations 

with any non-governmental organisation that practices racial discrimination 
or cooperates in any way with the South African Government in its policy of 


apartheid. EPS 


LOCAL CHURCHES RESPOND 

TO KENYA'S FAMINE NEEDS 

Nairobi (EPS) - Some 150,000 nomadic people are being fed in famine relief 
centres here in the northern part of Kenya where almost no rain has fallen 
for a year and rivers and wells are dry. Cattle, sheep, goats and camels 


have died from lack of food and water. 


Government and voluntary agencies have joined forces to help the drought 
victims who rely completely on livestock for their livelihood. Feeding 
centres have been established in 11 districts. Famine conditions could con- 


tinue for another two to six months. 


Playing a major role in this combined assistance programme is the National 


Christian Council of Kenya (NCCK), which operates "soup kitchens" in Merti, 
(more) 


No. 9 - lst April, 1971 4 


Garba, Tula, Dabel and in a few places around Lake Rudolph. John Kamau, 
NCCK general secretary, says the government supplies maize and maize flour 
but the council must find supplements such as milk powder, vitamin tablets 


and high protein cereals. 


After raising more than $2,000 in cash and supplies NCCK appealed to the 
World Council of Churches for relief goods and funds for rehabilitation. 
Churches and agencies in Austria, Great Britain, Sweden, West Germany and 
the USA have given more than $25,000 and sent tinned meat and dried milk. 


More supplies and money are on the way. 


In the meantime, NCCK is working on rehabilitation plans. Supplied with 
jembes, pangas and axes, people are clearing the land and will receive seeds 
for planting as soon as the rains come. Advice and help will come from 
NCCK "growth centres", since many of these families have never cultivated 
land before. John Kamau says, "They will need extensive help to change 
their style of living and acquire the necessary skills in cultivation, 


small-scale irrigation and other forms of water development". EPS 


INTER-CHURCH AID DISPATCHED 

GOODS WORTH $42 MILLION IN '70 

Geneva (EPS) - The member churches and related agencies of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches sent $42,562,661 worth of material aid to various parts of 
the world in 1970. Shipments included clothing, blankets and footwear valued 
at $6,702,082, food and seeds worth $13,981,176 and medical supplies priced 
at $17,148,491. The remaining $4,730,912 went in miscellaneous equipment. 
This was in addition to the $17,374,037 in cash donated for relief and re- 


construction (EPS No. 8). 


The lion's share of the goods aided victims of disasters on all continents 
and provided food and materials for on-going development work. Total flow 


of supplies to Asia alone amounted to $20,803,587. 


Relief and rehabilitation supplies sent to the Christian Council of Nigeria 
for post-war reconstruction came to $3,838,754. These were mainly medical 
goods. Other major African recipients were Malawi and Tanzania. 


The figures, prepared by the material aid desk of the WCC's Commission on 
(more) 
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Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service, show shipments to Latin Ameri- 
ca valued at $6,779,773 including $1,216,637 worth of relief supplies for 


earthquake victims in Peru. EPS 


ASIAN PROTESTANTS/CATHOLICS 

UNITE ON URBAN TRAINING 

Manila (EPS) - Protestants and Roman Catholics in Asia have joined forces 
to train personnel to work in urban and industrial situations. They formed 
an alliance called the Asian Committee for Community Organization (ACCO), 
which is jointly sponsored by the East Asia Christian Conference (EACC) and 


the Catholic Asia Committee for Community Organization. 


Trainees will learn the principles of community organization -- a method of 
enabling people to identify their own problems and then participate in sol- 
ving them, using existing local resources. Such training is already under 


way in Manila, Singapore and Seoul, Korea. 


Chairman of the new alliance is Prof. Masao Takenaka of Kyoto, Japan, chair- 
man of the EACC's Urban Industrial Committee. The secretary is Father Denis 


Murphy of the Institute of Social Order here. 


Some 350 persons are doing urban industrial work in 73 projects and centres 
in 15 nations throughout Asia, the EACC committee learned during its recent 
meeting here. It also made plans for the UIM consultation to be held pre- 
ceding the next EACC assembly in 1972 and set as the theme "Celebration of 
People in Time of Change". Arrangements will be made by Mr. Jae Shik Oh, 

newly appointed UIM secretary of EACC with offices in Tokyo. Participants 


pledged to raise $3,050 towards support of Mr. Oh full time on UIM projects. 
EPS 


MAKARIOS BAPTISES THOUSANDS IN KENYA 


Nairobi (EPS) - Four thousand catechumens were baptised by the Orthodox 
Church in Kenya on 21 March. Archbishop Makarios of Cyprus officiated 
at the ceremony, which took place near Nyeri, north of here. During his 
stay in Nairobi, the archbishop also laid the foundation stone for an 
Orthodox seminary. 


The Orthodox Church in Kenya, dating from 1936, has 100,000 members, the 
vast majority Africans with a very small Greek and Cypriot community. EPS 
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AWARDS GIVEN FOR TOP 

CHRISTIAN TV PROGRAMMES 

Baden-Baden (EPS) - More than 150 television and church representatives from 
14 European countries, Canada and the USA participated in the Second Inter- 
national Christian Television Week held here under the joint auspices of the 


World Association for Christian Communication (European Section) and UNDA, 


the world organisation for Roman Catholic radio and television work. 


The international jury judged 25 programmes in five categories. The Drama 
prize went to "The Case Jagerstatter" dealing with the authentic case of | 
an Austrian conscientious objector during World War Ii. It was co-produced 


by Osterreichischer Rundfunk (Vienna) and Zweite Deutsche Fernsehen (Mainz). 


Two awards were given for Documentaries: to the Société Radio Canada (Mon- 
tréal) and to the Westdeutsche Rundfunk (Cologne) for "Mgr. Helder Camara in 


Montréal" and "Christmas in Tegel" (the "celebration" in a German prison). 


Dutch television won three prizes: IKOR (Hilversum) got one for "Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat" (a pop musical, in the category 
"Childrens' and Youth Programmes") and one for an installment of "Working 
on Sunday", a situation comedy about a young vicar and his wife (Light 
Entertainment). NCRV (Hilversum) received an award for reporting a Christ- 
mas celebration in a home for handicapped children entitled "Come, Let Us 


Adore Him" (Liturgy and Music). 
Reo 


NEW AACC GENERAL SECRETARY NAMED 


Nairobi (EPS) - Canon Burgess Carr of Liberia, 35, former staff member of 
the World Council of Churches, has been elected general secretary of the 
All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) and will take up his new duties on 


June 1. The action was taken by the AACC General Committee meeting here. 


Ganon Carr succeeds the retiring general secretary, Mr. Samuel H. Amissah, 


a Methodist layman who came to the AACC in January 1964. 


At the WCC Carr served in the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service and the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 


He is presently visiting professor at Union Seminary, New York. ers 
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U.K. IMMIGRATION BILL UNDER 

FIRE FROM B.C.C. UNIT 

London (EPS) - The proposed 1971 Immigration Bill has been severely criti- 
cised by the Community and Race Relations Unit of the British Council of 


Churches (BCC). 


A statement approved by the unit terms the bill "both unnecessary and un- 
acceptable" and says it will create an atmosphere of insecurity and fear 
among the non-white population of Britain that could only lead to "greater 


instability and unrest". 


Although the bill purports to be non-discriminatory on grounds of race, the 


BCC unit says "there is in fact a considerable racial element concealed with- 


in it". This lies principally in the distinction between Commonwealth citi- 
zens who are accorded “patrial" status (i.e., those whose parents or grand- 
parents were born in the U.K.) and those who are not -- who will be predomi- 
nantly non-white. The unit also criticized tying work permits to a par- 
ticular job, the need for registration, whether with the police or other 


authority, and controls on the family life of immigrants. EPS 


PLANS FOR GERMAN ECUMENICAL 

CONGRESS ANNOUNCED 

Augsburg (EPS) - Finishing touches are being applied to arrangements for 

the first large Protestant~Roman Catholic congress to be held in West Ger- 
many. Taking the place of the annual Protestant Kirchentag, this year's 
Ecumenical Congress will be held here from 3 to 5 June under the joint spon- 
sorship of the Central Committee of German Catholics and the Kirchentag 


Committee. 


Six themes have been set and preparatory documents drawn up on: The need 
for faith and churches; Worship; Marriage; Concern for the Individual; Ser- 
vice to Minorities: Foreign Workers; and Development: the Christian's 


Responsibility. 


Dr. Kurt Scharf, Bishop of West Berlin, has criticized plans for a closed 
meeting of invited representatives from Protestant and Catholic churches 
immediately before the congress opens. He expressed the hope that groups 
going to Augsburg will "exert such pressure” on the meeting as to make 


themselves felt despite the planning. EPS 
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FAITH AND ORDER COMMISSION 

TO MEET IN BELGIUM 

Geneva (EPS) - "The Unity of the Church and the Unity of Mankind" is the 
theme for the Faith and Order Commission meeting to be held at the Jesuit 
College of Heverlee-Louvain in Belgium from 2 to. 13 Augusttl971.'" The theme 
arises out of the discussion in Section I at the Uppsala Assembly where et 
was said for example: "The Church is bold in speaking of itself as the sign 


of the coming unity of mankind". 


Of the 135 commission members expected at Louvain, most come from member 
churches of the World Council of Churches. Among those from non-member 
churches are nine Roman Catholics who will be attending their first meeting 


as full-fledged commission members rather than observers. 


The main theme will be discussed in five sections each devoted to a specific 


issue that has emerged in the debate of the last years. The question for 
each section will be a double one: (a) "How is our common understanding of 
the unity of the Church illuminated, sharpened and challenged by our experi- 
ence of situations in which individuals are divided on the basis of social 
commitment, race and cultural differences? (b) How does our understanding of 
the unity of the Church influence our attitude and actual behaviour in such 


situations?" 


The five sections at Louvain will discuss: I. The Unity of the Church and 
the Struggle for Justice in Society; II. The Unity of the Church and Men of 
Other Living Faiths; III. The Unity of the Church and the Struggle against 
Racism; IV. The Unity of the Church and the Handicapped in Society; V. The 


Unity of the Church and Differences in Culture. 


Among the main speakers will be Joseph Cardinal Suenens, Archbishop of 
Malines-Brussels; Mr. Max Kohnstamn, vice-president, Action Committee for 
the United States of Europe; and Prof. John Meyendorff of St. Vladimir's 


Seminary in New York, acting chairman of the Faith and Order Commission. 


Faith and Order studies on ordination, the authority of the Bible, and 
inter-communion, which have been carried out since the last meeting in 


1967, will be reviewed and evaluated at the forthcoming session. 
EPS 
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PENTECOST 1971 
Message from the Presidents of the 
World Council of Churches 
Year after year.the Church comes to the feast of Pentecost. Christendom 
has thus annually the opportunity of both remembering and praying for thor- 
ough renewal; for faith in the Holy Spirit brings the promise of deliver- 
ance from deadness and conventionality, from dryness and dullness of spirit, 
These things are a greater danger than the failure of the men of our gene- 
ration to understand the nature and task of the Christian Church in the 
world. The Church has received from God a commission to keep alive in the 
world the spirit of openmindedness, youth, freshness and the courage to 


move into new paths. 


Our united recalling of the experience of Pentecost can bring renewal and 
fresh life to all our churches. It is not for nothing that the Creed states 
with such emphasis: Credo in spiritum sanctum, dominum et vivificantem. 
What is required is faith in the Holy Spirit, Lord and life-giver. One can- 
not repeat the Creed without realising that a complete and resolute denial 


is given to any satisfaction and complacency. 


On all sides today we hear questioning about the Christian faith. We feel 
the mistrust of the Church as an institution. We are aware that many. are 

deeply disillusioned by the weakness of her proclamation. But in the face 
of our many difficulties we must say with emphasis: I believe in the Holy 


Spirit, giver of life. 


Unless we are completely blind, we know the strength of the difficulties 
which face us. But faith in the Holy Spirit means that we remember not 

to surrender to human failure, not even our own. A great hope shines above 
all our well-known problems, above our theological perplexities, above 

the unsatisfactoriness of our human relationships. It is a hope which will 


prove adequate even in face of the new tasks confronting our generation. 


It should be clear to us that no Christian faith is adequate which has 
only personal salvation in view. We must always remember the world with 
its actual needs. But it is equally clear that no presentation of Chris- 


tianity and no new sociological or socio-political scheme has promise Le 
(more) 
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it is not inspired by confidence that God rules. 


Our confession of belief in the Holy Spirit in a day like this means we 
won't give up; "we shall overcome"; we lift our eyes beyond the problems 
with which we are not mature enough to cope and also beyond the failures 
to which Christendom has succumbed again and again. Our confession opens 
the way to a real and fundamental renewal. There lies the efficacy and 
power of the Holy Spirit. Such a faith knows something of the wonderful 


impulse of a constantly renewed spiritual life. 


The mighty wind of the Spirit is able to blow through the wide field of 
the whole Church, but also through each individual congregation. Then 
indeed each congregation will know that it is not simply a local adminis- 


trative unit but a part of the great world-wide Christian community. 


The Presidents of the World Council of Churches: 


Honorary president: (Rev. Dr.) W.A. Visser 't Hooft - Geneva, Switzerland 


(Mrs.) Kiyoko Takeda Cho - Tokyo, Japan 

(Patriarch) German of Serbia - Belgrade, Yugoslavia 
(Bishop) Hanns Lilje - Hanover, Germany 

(Rev. Dr.) Ernest A. Payne - Pitsford, England 
(Rev. Dr.) John C.. Smith - New York, USA 

(Bishop) A.H. Zulu - Eshowe, South Africa 
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BOSSEY GRADUATE STUDENTS PREFER 

SOCIAL ISSUES TO BIBLE 

Geneva (EPS) - The Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies at Bossey near here, 
which is planned each year as an academic programme of theological study, 
found this year that its students on the whole were more interested in social 


ethics and a multi-cultural and multi-confessional living experience. 


In his report on the five-month experience Prof. Hans-Ruedi Weber, associate 
director of the World Council-sponsored Graduate School, explained that the 

43 students in the 1970-71 school assumed a larger share in shaping the pro- 
gramme than students at former sessions. They also preferred experimentation 


and work in small groups to formal lectures. 


Prof. Weber said this approach was valuable in studying the programmes and 
structures of the World Council of Churches. However, it raised the ques- 


tion of whether a trained social psychologist should be added to the staff. 


The School, which continued from October 15, 1970 to February 28, 1971, had 
as its theme "The Bible: Contested and Contesting". A major part of the 
time was spent in four seminars and the writing of reports. These dealt 
with "Jewish and Christian Understandings of the Bible", "The Body and Sal- 
vation", "Social Revolution" and "Sin and the Sick Society". In the last 
three instances the study consisted of a confrontation between biblical and 


contemporary texts. 


One observer commented after hearing the final reports that this graduate 
school had contested the Bible more than it had been contested by the Bible 


through serious exegetical work. 


Often the students got caught up in events in the world such as the East 
Pakistan flood and the Middle East conflict. ''It would have been good to 
interrupt the academic programme at such moments and do Bible study in con- 
nection with these acutely felt tensions and events", suggests Prof. Weber. 
It also raises a question of whether the school has become a place where 
"the tensions, urgent questions and hopeful experiments of the macrocosm of 
our world are lived and suffered within the microcosm of the Bossey labora- 


tory’. 


As usual, worship became a controversial issue. According to Prof. Weber, 


many theological students do not pray any more, at least not according to 
(more) 
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traditional patterns. While some interesting attempts to find new forms of 
worship were made, he said, none was fully convincing or won acceptance by 


the whole group. 


An innovation in the programme was a series of four practical theological 
workshops on the Bible and worship, Bible translation, communicating a bib- 


lical text and the Bible in hymms and art. EPS 


USE OF LAITY BY CHURCHES 

IN THIRD WORLD HAILED 

Rome (EPS) - The use of the laity in pastoral work in the absence of clergy 
was termed "providential" by Bishop Jan Van Cauwelaert of the Pontifical 


Commission for Catechists in addressing a recent ecumenical seminar on minis- 


tries organised by the Centro Pro Unione here. 


Participants included Orthodox, Anglicans, Roman Catholics and a represen- 


tative of the World Council of Churches. 


Prof. Pietro Brugnoli of the Pontifical Gregorian University noted that 
since Vatican II there has been shift in the theological understanding of 


the ministry within Roman Catholicism. 


"Theologians and church leaders now talk of ministries", he said, "and no 
longer see the role of the laity as simply a participation in the apostolate 
of the hierarchy. The plural is used showing a clear recognition of the 


diversity of gifts given by the Holy Spirit for the service of the community". 


He said this enlarged idea of ministries neither contradicts nor conflicts 
with the special sacramental ministry of Holy Orders. It complements it. 


Yet much still has to be done on the local level to implement this theolo- 


gical advance on the role of the laity. 


The Rev. Steven Mackie, executive secretary of the WCC's Department on 
Studies on Mission and Evangelism, said there are three conflicting trends 
in Protestant thought on ministry. The emphasis on "professionalism" or 
specialized education training people for particular ministries tends to 


exclude laymen from the ministry and increase clericalism. 


"An amazing amount of ecumenical agreement has been reached on the theo- 


logy of the ministry among the churches", Mr. Mackie said, but discussion 
(more) 
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focuses on the meaning of ordination. "Not enough has been said about the 


ministry of the whole Christian community". 


The third trend is "the revalidation of the laity". In Protestant, Anglican 
and Catholic theology the role of the laity has been recognized and theolo- 
gically explained. But in practice the laity are still limited to assisting 


the clergy. 


Mackie joined Bishop Van Cauwelaert in welcoming that the clergy shortage 
in Asia, Africa and Latin America has forced the churches to let the laity 
"take their proper place in ministry". Churches in the West may well find 


their models in the churches of the Third World, he said. EPS 


CHRISTIAN LITERATURE AGENCY 

VOTES FUNDS FOR 20 PROJECTS 

Baarn, Holland (EPS) - At its first meeting the Agency for Christian Litera~ 
ture Development (CLD) approved 20 new projects involving an expenditure 


of $284,000. 


The new projects include the provision of popular reading material for 
North India in various tribal languages. A bookshop specializing in Chris- 
tian literature will be reopened in Beirut, and in Zambia an interconfes- 
sional monthly magazine will be published with the help of $8,500 from CLD 


for the first two years. 


The CLD last year took over the work of the Christian Literature Fund, 
started by the World Council of Churches, which since its founding in 1963 
had aided 53 literature projects. A total of $1.7 million will be avail- 


able for this development programme in the next five years. 


The membership of the main CLD committees is made up of an equal number of 
representatives of the Western churches and of the churches in Third World 


countries. The chairman is the Rev. Emilio Castro of Uruguay. 
EPS 
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U.S. CHURCHMEN PRESS TIMETABLE 

FOR VIETNAM WITHDRAWAL 

New York (EPS) - After holding lengthy conversations with leaders of all 
four delegations to the Paris Conference on Vietnam, representatives from 
Cambodia and Vietnamese religious figures, a group of 50 US church men and 
women from nine denominations stated its conviction that there is "no ac- 
ceptable military solution to this conflict -- including "Vietnamization'". 
They made a strong appeal for heeding the common cry of all parties to "stop 


the killing" and to bring an end to the "brutal war in Indochina". 


The churchmen said that the US should give the peace talks a much higher 
priority and authorize its delegation to take the initiative in facilita- 
ting negotiations. Calling for a change in attitudes and methods of nego- 
tiation by all parties as an essential step toward a political solution, 
they noted that the very style now being employed "severely limits the 


possibility of genuine dialogue". 


The message issued by the Protestant church leaders following their March 
visit contained an appeal for action calling on President Nixon and Con- 


gress to contribute to the peace talks with a "pledge to withdraw uncon- 


ditionally all US military forces from Indochina" and to begin negotia- 
ting a timetable for the pledged withdrawal. It also asked an assurance 
that bombs would be dropped and weapons fired only in response to direct 


attack. 


On the question of releasing prisoners of war, the delegation said this 

was tied to the setting of a date for US troop withdrawal. The Provision- 
al Revolutionary Government of South Vietnam (PRG) and the North Vietnamese 
have said they would discuss the release of all prisoners as soon as the 


withdrawal date is set, the delegation reported. 


Those making the trip to Paris included members of the United Presbyterian 
Church, the Presbyterian Church US, United Church of Christ, United Metho- 
dists, American Baptist Convention, Lutheran Church in America, Church of 


the Brethren, Episcopal Church and Christian Church (Disciples). 


A statement by the Presidium of the Ecumenical Council of Churches in Hun- 
gary held the US Government and President Nixon personally responsible for 
making Southeast Asia a battlefield. It termed America's proposals for 


eace insincere. 
P EPS 
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WEST GERMAN YOUTH STUDY 

NON-VIOLENT RESISTANCE 

Stuttgart (EPS) - Young Protestants and Roman Catholics in Germany who at- 
tended a recent seminar near here concluded that non-violent resistance is 
possible only in countries where there is unrestricted communication, free- 
dom to organise and a respect for human rights. Where these conditions do 


not exist, as in a police state, non-violence is not effective. 


The seminar was organised by the Working Group of Protestant Youth in Ger- 
many and the Federation of Young Catholics. It was one outgrowth of the 
discussion on non-violence which the German churches are pursuing as their 


response to the World Council of Churches’ Programme to Combat Racism. 


The struggles of Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King were continually 
cited by the young people as examples of the non-violent method. Others 


held that following Christ meant bringing an end to conflicts by the use 


of non-violent means. However, they noted such methods require "a great 
readiness to suffer" and they should be used only by those "prepared to 


follow this path". 
| 
| 
) 


Examining how they could be used in Germany, the young people suggested 
that the churches use their influence to bring an immediate stop to the de- 
livery of arms to Portugal by the Federal Republic of Germany. In addition, 


they should find ways to boycott firms that support colonial systems. 


The youth also cited the contribution made by conscientious objectors in 
making people aware of non-violent methods. But they held that meaning- 
less forms of alternative service should be transformed into service to 


promote peace, which would benefit the whole of society. EDS 


$50,000 FOR MIDDLE EAST PROTESTANTS 


Cairo (EPS) - The Protestant churches in the Middle East have started a 
Christian education programme through the Division of Christian Education 
of the Near East Council of Churches. The Education Renewal Fund (ERF) 
will contribute $50,000 toward the $70,000 budget for 1970-73 and will 
seek the remainder from other sources. The programme for '71 includes a 
Near East consultation on adult education, a conference for pastors in 
the UAR and teachers’ training conferences in Lebanon and Egypt. ERF is 
sponsored by the World Council of Churches and the World Council of Chris- 
tian Education. Last year it gave $38,000 toward the Oriental Orthodox 
Church curriculum. 

EPS 
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REFUGEE PROBLEM THREATENS 

AFRICAN UNITY, AACC SAYS 

Nairobi, Kenya (EPS) - The General Committee of the All Africa Conference 
of Churches (AACC) decided last week to send a letter to the heads of Afri- 
can governments urging them to use their best efforts to end the refugee 
problem in Africa. The problems posed by the 15 million refugees, said the 


AACC, were a threat to African unity, peace and development. 


Mr. Misaeri Kauma, AACC refugee secretary, reported that while the number 
of refugees is growing, funds for their support were falling alarmingly. 
The 96 member churches of the AACC, which have been giving considerable 
support to refugees with the help of churches in Europe and North America, 
are now searching for money to finance their programmes. Some have run 


into debt on the refugees' behalf. 


Much of the support from outside Africa comes through the World Council of 
Churches' Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS). 
But CICARWS has been having difficulty in raising the estimated $1 million 


required for church work among African refugees in 1971. 


Commenting on last week's report, Archbishop Moses Scott, an AACC president, 
said: “Christians are doing their best as good Samaritans, but how can we 
arrest the whole situation? We need to work with governments to attack the 


situations that create refugees". EPS 


YEMEN GOVERNMENT THANKS W.C.C. 


Geneva (EPS) - The Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs of the Yemen Arab Re- 

public, Ali Ahmad Alkhador, has expressed his government's gratitude for the 

help given by the World Council of Churches at the time of the severe drought 
last year. Food and medical supplies valued at $192,105 were sent from vari- 
ous church agencies in Europe following a WCC appeal, and $28,000 was made 


available for longer-term rehabilitation work. 


The government has given full approval to rehabilitation projects planned 
by the WCC's Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service to- 
gether with Catholic Relief Services. Money is being provided towards the 
cost of purchasing tools and equipment for farmers and $20,000 will be used 
to support community development programmes being established by Catholic 


Relief Services. EPS 
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CONGO CHURCH SEEKS RETURN | 
OF DISSENTING ELEMENTS | 
Kinshasa (EPS) - The National Synod of the Church of Christ in Congo (Kin- 
shasa) appointed a committee to work for reconciliation with the Methodist 


Church which has threatened to secede. 


After a full discussion of the situation, the National Synod addressed an 
urgent appeal to the dissidents asking them to return to the Church of Christ, 
which until last year was the Congo Protestant Council. Members of the recon- 


ciliation committee are Isaac Kalondji, Simon Kashama and Noah Kabeya. 


The dissident Methodists led by Bishop John Wesley Shungu held a rival meet- 
ing sometime in February despite a strong appeal from the Church of Christ's 
national evangelist, the Rev. Jean Perce Makanzu. He said "the time has 

come to show the world that Protestant Christians are mature enough to agree 


together and to find brotherly solutions to the most difficult problems"... 


FIRST EUCHARISTIC SERVICE 

FOR KIMBANGUIST CHURCH 

Kinshasa (EPS) - The Church of Christ on Earth by the Prophet Simon Kimbangu 
is celebrating its 50th anniversary this week. The ceremonies are the oc- 
casion for the church's first Eucharistic observance. One service was held 
at Nkamba on April 6 and another is scheduled on April 11 in the Church of 


Matete with Protestants and Roman Catholics present as guests. 


The Kimbanguist Church accepts the doctrine of the Trinity but has not cele- 
brated the Eucharist. However, it has been under study in recent years. 
Following a literal interpretation of the Bible, the church baptizes by the 
laying on of hands rather than with water in the belief that John the Bap- 


tist said water baptism would be superseded by a baptism of the Spirit. 


The Kimbanguist Church was accepted into membership in the World Council 
of Churches by the Central Committee in August 1969. Its spiritual leader 


is Mr. Joseph Diangienda, son of the prophet and founder, Simon Kimbangu. 
EPS 
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COLD COMFORT FARM SOLD BY RHODESIANS 


Salisbury, Rhodesia (EPS) - Cold Comfort Farm, the multi-racial cooperative 
society assisted by the World Council of Churches, was sold here 2 April. 
The Rhodesian Government had seized the farm and declared the society an 
"unlawful organisation" because of its alleged support for Rhodesian li- 


beration movements. 


The farm has been purchased for a reported £31,600 ($75,840) by a Rhodesian 
businessman. But proceeds from the sale are in dispute. In a letter sent 

February 4 to the liquidator appointed by the government, the World Council 
of Churches applied for the return of its grant in accordance with the con- 


stitution of the society (EPS No. 4). 


The liquidator in his reply told the General Secretary of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, that he had noted the council's 
request. But he drew attention to the "Unlawful Organisations Act" which 
states that proceeds from the sale of property of an unlawful organisation 


can only be transferred after consultation with the President. EPS 


CHRISTIAN PARTICIPATION URGED 

IN HUNGARIAN ELECTIONS 

Budapest (EPS) - Officials of the Ecumenical Council of Churches in Hun- 
gary have appealed to Christian clergy and laymen to participate in the 


forthcoming national elections for members of parliament and councilors. 


After hearing a representative of the Patriotic People's Front, the offi- 
cers issued a statement which said the social and cultural objectives an- 
nounced by the 10th party congress and the tasks set forth in the fourth 
five-year plan "are duties to be carried out by all". The Ecumenical 
Council's appeal called on pastors and believers to "enter the Lists a. 
for the realization of the noble objectives of our working people to 


raise our country". 


Among church leaders attending the meeting were Bishop Tibor Bartha, 
council president, Bishop Zoltan Kaldy (Lutheran), Bishops Lajos Bakos 


and Istvan Szamoskozi (Reformed) and Dr. Feriz Berki (Orthodox). 
EPS 
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YOUTH ADVISERS TO BE REPEATED 

AT NEXT CENTRAL COMMITTEE 

Geneva (EPS) - Youth made such an important contribution to the recent 
Addis Ababa meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of Chur- 
ches that arrangements are now being made to ensure their participation in 


the 1972 Central Committee session in the Netherlands. 


This announcement was contained in a letter sent to WCC member churches on 
April 15 by General Secretary Eugene Carson Blake together with the minutes 


of the Addis meeting. 


Up to 14 advisers under the age of 30 will be sought from the member chur- 
ches with the emphasis on getting a group that is balanced confessionally, 
geographically and culturally who can vigourously articulate "the convic- 


tions and aspirations of the younger generation of our day", Dr. Blake wrote. 


The next Central Committee meeting has been set for August bo=29% 972. 


probably in Utrecht. 


Another item mentioned by Dr. Blake in his letter to the churches was the 
Programme to Combat Racism. "The members of most of our churches have not 
yet understood or agreed to the necessity for the elimination of racist as- 
sumptions and practices in church and society", he wrote. "Will you let 
me know what you are doing to inform your members and to convert them into 


a force against the evils of racist thought and practice?" 


The financial crisis confronting the World Council was the subject of a 
special letter also sent April 15. Due to an estimated deficit of $200,000 
on its general budget for 1972, all member churches are asked to increase 


their contributions to that budget by at least 25% beginning in 1972. 


"When one compares our whole general budget of $1,500,000 with the avail- 
able resources and expenditures of our member churches which run into hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars", wrote Dr. Blake, "it is hard to believe that 
it is good ecumenical strategy to fail to provide the relatively modest re- 
Sources needed for carrying out those activities which the member churches 
in assembly or Central Committee have decided should be done jointly through 


, att 
the World Council". EPS 
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W.C.C. EMERGENCIES OFFICER REPORTS 

ON EAST PAKISTAN BORDER VISIT 

Geneva (EPS) - Reports of the number of refugees leaving East Pakistan are 
grossly exaggerated, according to Mr. Stanley Mitton, emergencies officer 
of the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the World 
Council of Churches. Returning from a flying trip to Calcutta and the bor- 


der between India and East Pakistan, Mr. Mitton said the current flow of 


refugees can be cared for at the border using funds provided by the Indian 


Government. 


However, he said a large refugee problem might develop in the next two or 
three months. The results of the fighting on the economic life of the 
country plus the failure to plant seeds before the monsoons started could 


bring a call for funds from the World Council of Churches. 


At a refugee camp in Bondao on the border Mr. Mitton found 5,000 refugees 
being well looked after by a Hindu relief organisation. Among those he saw 
being treated were a young boy whose foot had been amputated after being 
badly damaged by gunfire and men with bayonet wounds in the stomach. Mitton 
said: "I had the unpleasant experience of watching a teenager with bayonet 


wounds in his neck and head being stitched up without anaesthetic". 


In the border area the emergency officer met Europeans just out of East 
Pakistan who described what happened in their area following the imposi- 
tion of the March 25 curfew. They claimed that army units rounded up and 
killed the leaders of the local political and intellectual community. The 
people of the area then isolated the army units and massacred and dismem- 
bered the soldiers. A wave of killing followed in which all Punjabis (West 
Pakistanis) in the area were killed as well as Bihari refugees from India, 


most of whom had lived in the country for 25 years. 


Mr. Mitton has told the World Council of Churches that very little can be 
done at present in view of the Pakistan Government's claim that it can pro- 
vide any help necessary. In the meantime the WCC's rehabilitation programme 


for victims of last November's cyclone is in abeyance. EPS 
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HOLY WEEK PROTESTERS ACQUITTED; 

EDITORIAL HITS ASIA "CRUCIFIXION" 

Washington, D.C. (EPS) - Two participants in a Holy Week "jail-in'" here 
have been acquitted of charges of "incommoding the sidewalk". They were 
among 92 persons arrested near the White House in what they called a Holy 


Week Witness Against the War. 


The two acquitted were Wayne F. Smith, 20, of St. Mary's Seminary, Catons- 
ville, Maryland, and Father Daniel DiDonizio, 36, of the Washington Theo- 
logical Coalition. Most of those arrested were seminarians from New York 
City who announced their intention of spending Holy Week in jail fasting 


and praying as a protest to the Indo-China War. 


Also arrested were editors of three lay-edited religious journals which 
had published a joint editorial condeming the war. They were Wayne H. 
Cowan and Robert Harsh of Christianity and Crisis, New York; Robert Hoyt 
of National Catholic Reporter, Kansas City, Missouri; and Peter Steinfels 


of Commonweal, New York. 


The editorial, which also appeared in the Christian Century, was aimed at 
mustering support for "effective actions that will finally shut down the 


machinery of this war". 


Entitled "Call to Penitence and Action", the editorial accused U.S. lead- 
ers of "cruel deception" about the war, of inflicting massive destruction 
on the Vietnamese people and supporting an oppressive Saigon government. 
Christ, the editorial said, was put to death "by soldiers of an imperial 
army in a conquered land, under a ruler who enforced distorted law and 
maintained an oppressive order". Now, it said, the U.S. is re-enacting 
the role of imperial Rome against the peoples of Indo-China, "repeating 


the crucifixion of Christ" in Southeast Asia. 


Church leaders taking part in the Holy Week witness and fast included 
Episcopal Bishop Robert L. DeWitt of Philadelphia, Methodist Bishop James 
Armstrong of South Dakota, and Dr. William P. Thompson, top administrative 
officer of the United Presbyterian Church and a member of the World Coun- 


cil of Churches' Central Committee. EPS 
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INDONESIAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES | 
HEARS BLAKE PLEA FOR UNITY 

Pematang-Siantar, North Sumatra (EPS) - In a major address to the Seventh 
General Assembly of the Indonesia Council of Churches Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, urged Protestant, 
Orthodox and Evangelical Christians to respond to the new possibility of 


Christian unity afforded by the renewal and reform of the Roman Catholic Church. 


Said Dr. Blake: "The cultivation of new relationships with the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy by your ecclesiastical leaders as well as new friendships in Christ 
with all Roman Catholics must be in Indonesia, as in the whole world, a 


primary programme of activity". 


In his sermon on "The Unity of the Church within the Community of Man" de- 
livered here April 18, Dr. Blake stated that population growth, increasing 
economic interdependence of all nations and increasing technological unity 
all combine to demand that Christians contribute fully to the one community 


of man. 


"ye will not make our contribution", he said, "by giving up our faith in 
or our loyalty to Jesus Christ. But that faith must be deepened and en- 
larged; it must be purified and renewed. We Christians desperately need 


to learn that we belong to Christ. We must not act as if he belonged to us 
EPS 


ROMAN CATHOLICS JOIN COUNCIL 

OF CHURCHES IN PAPUA-NEW GUINEA 

Port Moresby (EPS) - The Roman Catholic bishops of Papua-New Guinea have 
accepted the invitation to join the Melanesian Council of Churches (MCC) 


and have appointed representatives to its executive committee. 


Hailing this development, the Rev. John Key, secretary of MCC, said: "This 
initiative by churches in a developing nation could provide a significant 
breakthrough in inter-church relationships and show the way forward to 


other longer-established churches". 


Since its founding in 1965 the council has consisted of the Anglican Church, 
Baptist Mission, Evangelical Lutheran Church, Salvation Army and the United 
Church (formerly the Methodist Mission and the Papua Ekalesia which stemmed 


from the London Missionary Society). EPS 
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WORK CAMP LEADERS LEARN BY DOING 


Arzier, Switzerland (EPS) - More than 50 leaders of summer service projects 
in 23 countries of Western and Eastern Europe had a "trial run" last week 
when they attended the 1971 Ecumenical Youth Service Leaders' Orientation 
at a Protestant retreat centre here. Following traditional work camp prac 
tice they did their own cooking and cleaning and prepared an ecumenical 


worship service. 


In preparation for their summer duties they studied the principles of lead- 
ership, project administration, community organisation, leading discussions 
and planning work. They also discussed the Paulo Freire education method 

(conscientisation). Much of the time was spent in small groups (carrefours) 


to ensure a maximum exchange of ideas. 


Among the 53 co-leaders were representatives of 15 different countries in- 
cluding the Middle East and more than eight confessional bodies. They will 
direct projects co-sponsored by the World Council of Churches and various 


local groups. EPS 


SEMINAR IN BOSSEY/PARIS 

ILLUMINES ORTHODOX WORHIP 

Geneva (EPS) - The rites and symbols of Orthodox worhip permit the faithful 
to experience the full life and theology of the Church. This is why, when 
the ecclesiastical year reaches its climax each Easter, the Ecumenical Insti- 
tute at Bossey near here, in conjunction with the Orthodox Institute of St. 
Sergius in Paris, holds a two-week seminar to enable non-Orthodox to have 


this experience. 


Some 43 participants from different countries took part in this year's semi- 
nar including theology students, young Protestant pastors, Catholic priests 
and religious, university assistants and lay people. At Bossey they heard 
lectures on liturgical and trinitarian theology, Orthodox spirituality, 
iconography, relations between the Church and the world, and attended various 
worship services. After the Palm Sunday liturgy at the Orthodox Centre of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Chambésy, Geneva, the students moved to Paris 


for four days of services at St. Sergius and the Russian Cathedral. EPS 
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HOPE OF INTERCOMMUNION BETWEEN 
ORTHODOX/ROMAN CATHOLICS DISCUSSED | 
Athens/Gummersbach, Germany (EPS) - The Ecumenical Patriarch of Constanti- 

nople, Athenagoras I, has termed Pope Paul VI's letter of 8 February a great 
event, "which might serve as the basis for a very rapid evolution in rela- 
tions, and more especially for a return to the same chalice of the Body and 
Blood of Christ....Without a doubt, it constitutes a historic change of at- 


titude, without precedent, on the part of the Roman Catholic Church". 


In his letter the Pope stressed his firm intention to do everything possible 
to hasten the day when, at the conclusion of a concelebration, "we might 
drink together from the same chalice of the Lord''. He added, "The situa- 
tions inherited from the past and the barriers erected between us then 
should not constitute an obstacle delaying this final step towards full 


communion". 


Recalling that the anathemas pronounced at the time of the schism in 1054 
were lifted by both sides in 1965, Athenagoras suggested they should then 
have embraced the same chalice. However, he acknowledged the need for a 


prior agreement among the Orthodox churches. 


Meanwhile, during a visit to the German Federal Republic Metropolitan 
Nikodim, head of the Foreign Office of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Rus- 
sian Orthodox Church, said he subscribed to the administration of this 
sacrament to Catholics and Old Believers in certain circumstances (this 
traditional practice was given official sanction by the Holy Synod in De- 
cember 1969). However, this does not mean intercommunion, which would 
require complete agreement between the churches. He said the question 

of a common Eucharist between Orthodox and Roman Catholics would be examin- 
ed at the Pan-Orthodox Council. He expressed his personal opinion that 
there is in the sacramental doctrine a common theological basis offering 


the possibility of intercommunion with the Catholic Church. EPS 


SWISS CHRISTIANS SEEK GREATER COOPERATION 


Zurich (EPS) - A joint working group of Swiss Protestants, Roman Catholics 
and Old Catholics will be formally constituted in July. Initiated by the 
Swiss Protestant Federation, the group will include representatives of the 
Methodist Church, Salvation Army, Baptists and other Protestant communions. 
Its purpose is to extend to national level the ecumenical experiments that 
have for many years been carried on in various localities. EPS 
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CHILE'S PROTESTANT EDUCATION 

CENTRE WINS GOVERNMENT APPROVAL 

Santiago, Chile (EPS) - The Chilean Government has assigned to the Protes— 
tant Audio-Visual Centre (CAVE) the organisation of adult education for the 
region of the Bio-Bio River. This is one of several agreements made by the 
Ministry of Education with social service organisations doing literacy work 


in all regions to intensify adult education campaigns. 


The Protestant centre's programme covers a wide area including the provinces 
of Nuble, Concepcion, Arauco, Bio-Bio and Malleco. There are almost 12,000 
students in 581 training centres using four different methods of study. CAVE, 
which is supported by 19 church organisations, is principally concerned with 


importing technical equipment used by teams of teachers. 


The Rev. Helmut Frenz, president of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Chile, 
said recently in Santiago that even closer cooperation with CAVE was being 


considered. He termed the centre's programme "very effective". 


The majority of Chile's Protestants live in the Bio-Bio region, where they 
constitute about 15% of the population. Yet the area has the highest pro- 
portion of illiterates, about 20%. CAVE's target is to lower this figure 

to 4% within 10 years. The programme includes literacy campaigns and adult 
education carried out by teachers specially trained for this work. Class- 


room space is provided by trade unions, churches and other organisations. 
EPS 


HUNGARIAN ECUMENICAL ENCOUNTER 


Sion, Switzerland (EPS) - Hungarian-speaking Christians living in the West 
formed an ecumenical study group at the conclusion of their first Ecumeni- 
cal Encounter held here from the 12th to the 18th of April. Some 240 par- 
ticipants from 13 European countries, including Yugoslavia and Hungary, and 


the U.S.A. attended. 


Organized by the Hungarian Catholic University Movement and the European 
Conference of Hungarian Protestant Intellectuals, the meeting sought co- 
operation among Hungarian Christians and increased contacts with other 


Christian youth movements. 


Participants, particularly from Lutheran, Reformed and Catholic communions, 
(more) 
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then visited Geneva and were received by the Rev. Lukas Vischer, director of 
the WCC's Faith and Order Secretariat, and by the Rev. André Appel, general 
secretary of the Lutheran World Federation. The Rev. Edmond Perret, general 
secretary of bie World Alliance of Reformed Churches, had preached at the 
group's opening service at Sion. 


EPS 


REPORTS OF BIBLE BANNING BY ALGERIA 
ARE FALSE, W.C.C. DELEGATION LEARNS 
Algiers (EPS) - Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, will visit Algeria at the invitation of President 


Houari Boumedienne at a date to be announced. 


Arrangements for the visit were completed here this week by a three-man WCC 
delegation composed of Dr. Leopoldo Niilus, director of the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs; Dr. Stanley Samartha, associate sec- 
retary of dialogue with men of living faiths and ideologies; and the Rev. 


Clément Barbey, assistant to the general secretary. 


The delegation was assured by Algerian authorities that reports of the 

banning of the Bible in Algeria were false. They also discussed questions 
related to dialogue between representatives of Christianity and Islam; the 
Middle East crisis; efforts to combat racism; development; and avoeto Li 


beration movements. 


Contacts were also made with the Reformed Church of Algeria and with Leon- 


Etienne Cardinal Duval, archbishop of Algiers. EPS 


8,000 CELEBRATE EASTER AT TAIZE 


Taizé, France (EPS) - In preparation for the forthcoming Council of Youth 
nearly 8,000 young people from 40 countries flocked to the Taizé Community 
during the Easter season. When the Church of the Reconciliation could not 


hold the crowd, the front wall was knocked out and a vast tent added. 


The theme chosen for the second stage of preparation was "That Man No 
Longer Be the Victim of Man". Participants saw this as a call "to give 
our life that man no longer will be the victim of any form of oppression; 
to reject privilege and the quest for success; to promote fellowship; and 


to find liberation for ourselves and those far away". EPS 
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North Africa Diary: 
People in Development 


Algiers/Casablanca/Tunis (EPS) - Otto Becker is 

a German agriculturalist who advises the coopera- 
tive farms of Algeria on livestock rearing. Ann 
Stricklen is a British social worker who tutors 
in the National School of Social Service in Tuni- 
sia. Jean-Louis Baroin is a French engineer 
living in Morocco and coordinating professional 
training prograrmes in the Ilinistry of Entraide 
Nationale (Department of Social Welfare). Three 
people from different countries and possessing 
different skills but each a "human" contribution 
to development. 


Churches around the world are involved in the 
development programmes of the Maghreb, Algeria, 
Morocco and Tunisia through the recruitment, 
sending and support of such skilled personnel. 
By means of the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) of the World 
Council of Churches, the Christian service agen- 
cies in these countries receive financial sup- 
port and assistance in finding personnel reques- 
ted by the governments or national institutions. 
The aim is to channel some of the "human resour- 
ces" of the churches, skills ranging from car- 
tography to bee-keeping, to meet development 
needs. 


The essence of the approach is to work alongside 
and under nationals of the countries, within 
their structures, helping to carry out their 
plans, sharing their frustrations, difficulties 
and budgets and contributing to the increase of 
their skills. This calls for people who have not 
simply energy and good will but training and ex- 
perience. In itself this is a positive contri- 
bution. In addition, in countries where no in 
digenous Christian church exists and where be- 
cause of past behaviour the churches are viewed 
with suspicion, the presence of the teams isa 
way of offering service and expressing solidarity 
that may overcome some misunderstandings and pave 
the way to dialogue. 


A day spent with one of the team members, Otto 
Becker, gives a good idea of what he does and 
some of the problems that arise. Otto works for 
the agricultural department in Medea, not far 
from Algiers. He spends two days a week doing 
paper work in the office and discussing the im- 
plementation of the detailed agricultural plans 
with his Algerian colleagues. The rest of his 
time he is "on the road" around the wilaya, the 
administrative district, advising the coopera- 
tive farms on their problems and demonstrating 
improved agricultural techniques. 


The day I was with him he was visiting a coopera- 
tive farm near Bouira which is run under the 
worker participation system but whose manager is 
appointed by the state. The farm was formerly 

a French-owned domaine, one of many taken over 


by the peasants when the French left. The old- 
style colonial property remains but the farm and 
its future is in Algerian hands. 


The state's agricultural plan calls for an in- 
crease in the number of cattle raised in tne 
country. Many herds have been imported from Eu- 
rope and this farm has about 40 cows and two 
bulls. Otto's first task is to keep an eye on 
the welfare of the herd, registering births and 
assisting the farm and the department to keep 
proper records for breeding purposes. But he 
also advises on related problems. Over the 
traditional cup of coffee, Otto and the manager 
discussed plans for a new cattle shed and then 
went to inspect the newly planted forage crops. 


Discussion and gentle persuasion are the most im- 
portant weapons for foreign coopérants. As Otto 
points out: 'There is a tremendous psychological 
barrier to be overcome. The traditional ways are 
not always the best and Europeans find it dikist 1 
cult to adjust to the Algerian approach to things. 
They become disappointed when the Algerians do 
not immediately accept European methods". An 
equally important task is to get the farms to 
understand why certain things are done, such as 
the regular recording of information about the 
births of calves and so on. Otto Becker again: 
"T work in a government scheme following a plan 
worked out in the ministry and it is beginning 

to work. But a lot depends on me and what hap- 
pens when I leave". It is essential to lay a 
good foundation. 


'Timisianisation" 


For social workers like Ann Stricklen or special- 
ists in vocational training like Jean-Louis Ba- 
roin the problems are even more subtle. Both 

are in very sensitive and formative fields. lt 
is difficult to encourage the development of a 
local concept of social work or vocational train- 
ing. Ann says her job is "to counsel when some- 
one asks for advice’. And the approach is be- 
ginning to pay off. 


"At first", says Ann, "the Tunisians started to 
copy my ideas but now I notice more and more are 
forming their own views of social service, a 
'Tunisianisation' of the theory of social ser- 
vice is taking place". 


Francois Questiaux, a Belgian agriculturalist 
working in Tunisia, says the role of the team 
member is giving himself to be accepted. "Ac- 
ceptance comes about", he says, "only if it can 
be said of him: 'Here is someone who puts him- 
self in our position and sees our difficulties’. 
The solution which would work in Europe is not 
automatically the right one for the country 
being helped. Furthermore it is not very often 
the solution that the people of the country would 
wish". 

(more) 
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Advantages of Team Life 


Needless to say frustrations can come thick and 
fast. A decision to work within national struc- 
tures without having recourse to external assis- 
tance has its difficulties. The team member has 
to share the burdens of his national counterpart 
which can mean not having a vehicle when it's 
needed or being without vital supplies and equip- 
ment. When the frustrations set in the team ap- 
proach is severely tested. 


As Jean-Marie Lambert, director of the Esprit 
team in Tunisia, points out: 'The team member 
gets discouraged and impatient, he dramatises 
the situation and tends to forget the difficul- 
ties that exist in his own country". But this 
is the value of a team. Members can share their 
difficulties and assist national colleagues in 
the struggle to get administrative structures 
moving and supplies made available. 


For many people team life is one of the most 
useful features of the programme. Naturally it 
takes different forms in the different countries. 
In Tunisia there are regular monthly meetings. 
In Algeria the meetings are less frequent, while 
in Morocco most members of Eirene live together 
in their different work locations. The meetings 
give people a chance to share experiences and 
difficulties as well as gaining insights from 
nationals on the policies being pursued by the 
respective governments. Each team has a local 
advisory committee which gives support and pre- 
paration that many other foreign technical ex- 
perts just don't get. 


Working with Governments 


Each country has chosen a different path towards 
development, but all share a common cultural he- 
ritage and a huge need for skilled personnel. 

One Algerian official readily admits it will be 
several generations before his country has enough 
trained leadership to fulfil its development 
plans. All three countries have made great ef- 
forts to train local people but still must re- 
cruit overseas. 


The greatest requirement is people who can train 
others. But equally important, they must be 
able and willing to adapt to the priorities set 
by the nation. Development workers provided by 
the churches are welcome if they try to under- 
stand the mentality of the country, are willing 
to work within its structures and accept the 
choices open to it. As one Tunisian government 
official put it to me: "The most important con- 
tribution church-sponsored personnel can make 
is one based on sympathy for our efforts and 
goals". 


Each team must build a baisc relationship of 
trust and confidence with the people in govern- 
ment responsible for the work the team members 


are doing. Thus in very practical ways they are 
carrying out the thesis of the Montreux Consul- 
tation that development means contributing to 
social justice, self-reliance and economic growth. 
Even in countries where Christian churches have 
no power, influence or adherents, these teams 
offer a rare opportunity to act not out of cha- 
rity but from a desire to promote justice. 


Depending on the different patterns chosen by the 
three governments, the service agencies operate in 
Slightly different ways. In socialist Algeria, 
the people recruited by the Christian Committee 
for Service in Algeria (CCSA) work totally in- 
Side government structures and the majority are 
paid by the Algerians. In Morocco, still a very 
traditional and semi-feudal society, many mem- 
bers of the Eirene team of volunteers work with- 
in government progranmes but are paid from out- 
Side the country. In Tunisia, now embarked on 

a course of "liberalisation", Esprit team mem- 
bers work in government or national institutions 
but are paid through CICARWS. It is hoped, how- 
ever, that the Tunisian government will som 
make budgetary provision for their salaries. 


Because of the similarity of the programmes and 
the support they receive from churches and agen- 
cies, the work in the three countries has been 
put together as the North African Venture. It 
is one of the WCC's Special Development Projects 
costing US$ 407,000 per year. 


Total number of personnel involved in the pro- 
gramme is 113, a mere trickle in view of North 
Africa's needs. Algeria alone is trying to re- 
cruit 44,000 skilled personnel. But the contri- 
bution made by the churches is appreciated be- 
cause those recruited are sensitive to the pro- 
blems of working in poor countries and are not 
anxious to dominate or impose alien methods. As 
one Tunisian said to me: 'The WCC didn't say to 
Tunisia 'we will help you' but it asked 'where 
can we help?''' The fact that the team is res- 
ponding to the expressed needs of the Tunisians, 
working alongside Tunisians is for him the most 
significant part of their presnece in the country. 


Stephen Whittle 
WoC Staff Writer 


Salvation 
in a Secular World 


Geneva (EPS) - "Salvation Today'' has been chosen 
as the theme for the next meeting of the Commis- 
sion on World Mission and Evangelism (CWME) 
scheduled for December 1972 in Indonesia. This 
is the first time that a world missionary con- 
ference will focus on a basic tenet of the Chris- 
tian faith. 


Previous CWME meetings have confined themselves 
to working out a strategy for commmicating the 
(more ) 
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Gospel to men of other religions. The very first 
meeting in Edinburgh in 1910, as well as its suc— 
cessors at Jerusalem in 1928 and at Tambaran (In- 
dia) in 1938, emphasised reaching the peoples of 

Asia, Africa and the South Seas. 


Following the Second World War the major topic 
for discussion was the nature and goal of mis- 
sion in a world-wide context. And the last meet- 
ing in Mexico City in 1963 stated explicitly that 
the churches have a "Mission to Six Continents". 
Today the question might be phrased as to the 
aim and content of mission in an increasingly 
secularized world. 


When the International Missionary Council was 
integrated into the World Council of Churches 
at the New Delhi Assembly in 1961 as the Com- 
mission on World Mission and Evangelism, it was 
explicitly stated that its aim would be: "To 
further the proclamation to the whole world of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the end that all 
men may believe in him and be saved". 


At that time the World Council revised its basis 
to say: "The World Council of Churches is a fel- 
lowship of churches which confess Jesus Christ 

as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures... 


The operative words here are saved and Saviour. 
What do they mean? The word "salvation" and its 
cognates do not occur very frequently in the New 
Testament, but when they do they are most often 
used to define the purpose of Christ's mission 
to the pagan world. Therefore the choice of 
"Salvation" as a CWME theme is certainly ger- 
maine to the task of Christian mission. 


A number of local study groups in different parts 
of the world have already been considering the 
theme of salvation under various headings. The 
following have created the most lively debates. 


1. Dialogue with men of other faiths. This sub- 
ject received major attention from the Central 
Committee of the World Council at its recent Ad- 


dis Ababa meeting (see THIS MONTH, January, Lov. 


At issue was the purpose of this dialogue. 
Should it include the call to believe in Christ 
and be saved? What is the relation between dia- 
logue and proclamation, between radical openness 
to the dialogue partner and the need for conver- 
sion? 


2. "No Other Name" (Acts 3:12). The fundamental 
motive for mission is that Christ alone is the 
Saviour of men. The debate within the missionary 
movement has generally centred around the rela~ 
tion of the Gospel and other religions. Syncre- 
tism was regarded as the chief danger. Now, how- 
ever, the debate has shifted from the values of 
other faiths to the nature and content of salva- 


tion, indeed the credibility of Christ as Saviour. 


Secular man, it is said, sees no need of a di- 
vine Saviour. What then is the meaning of sal- 


vation in Christ today? We can no longer be con- 
tent to recite our confession of faith. A pro- 
found engagement with modern man's quest needs 

to take place. 


3. “Outside the Church, there is no salvation". 
This ancient phrase, originally coined to define 
the commmal aspect of salvation, has come to 
mean in the course of centuries that salvation 
is mediated only by the church and is possible 
only through incorporation into the church by 
way of baptism. But today there are those who 
say that God's saving work cannot be limited in 
this way. Moreover, they point to the fact that 
the church itself is in need of being saved, i.e. 
liberated from imprisonment by traditional atti- 
tudes, institutions and activities which prevent 
it from being a missionary church and which re- 
pel people from participating in mus ire. 


4, Salvation and Humanization. The report on 
mission issued by the Uppsala Assembly of the 
WCC stated: "We belong to a humanity that cries 
passionately and articulately for a fully human 
life. Yet the humanity of man and his societies 
is threatened by a greater variety of destruc- 
tive forces than ever. And the acutest moral 
problems all hinge upon the question: What is 
man?" Many people see mission in terms OL HENS 
commitment to join the struggle for man's human- 
ity. In the World Council this commitment is 
expressed especially in efforts for Development 
and in the Programme to Combat Racism. The lat- 
ter in particular has caused wide controversy 
inside and outside the churches. What is the 
meaning of salvation in Christ in the midst of 
today's struggle for a more fully human life? 


Two international consultations, one in August 
1969 and another in December 1969, also consider- 
ed the theme "Salvation Today'"'". After hearing 
reports from local study groups, as well as re- 
gional meetings, they saw two important develop- 
ments. 


First, there is a growing divergence in the un- 
derstanding of salvation as the content and aim 
of mission. It seems less and less possible to 
achieve an ecumenical consensus by means of a 
study process leading up to an international con- 
ference. Both the study and the conference must 
reflect the plurality of views. 


Second, there is evidence of an ever-widening 
gap between the experiences people have and the 
theological concepts through which the meaning 
of this experience is supposed to be expressed. 
This points up the inadequacy of dealing with 
issues almost exclusively on a conceptual level. 
Many people are, of course, aware of this inade- 
quacy, but thus far it has been difficult in ecu- 
menical international study processes and confer- 
ences to develop alternative approaches. Yet un- 
less such approaches can be found, it may be less 
and less useful, and eventually counter-produc- 
(more ) 
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tive, to hold such meetings. 
The Search for Criteria 


The main task between now and the CNME meeting 
is to bring to light contemporary experiences 
expressing the cry of hope for salvation or em- 
bodying a vision or manifestation of salvation. 
To do this it is necessary to develop criteria 
with which to evaluate these situations. The 
study leading up to the conference will serve to 
develop such criteria. They are currently being 
sought in the following directions. 


1. The meaning of the word "salvation" in dif- 
ferent languages. A discussion among people of 
different countries and language-areas brought 
out interesting differences. For example in the 
Indonesian language the word for salvation, Ke- 
selamatan, means peace - politically and social- 
ly. This includes joy, enough food, no trouble 
and a free life, free especially from the fear 
of ghosts. In Finnish the word for saviour, 
vapahtaja, has become a purely religious tern. 
The Indian word is connected with the Sanskrit 
word moksha. In seeking moksha, man is trying 
to break out of the bondage of karma samsara, 
the cycle of births and deaths in which he is 
caught. Thus it means freedom or release from 
bondage. In German the word Heil has a dubious 
meaning due to its corruption by the Nazis. 
Originally it was related to healing and holi- 
ness. 


2. Salvation as determined by historical events 
Which decisively shaped the experience of per- 
sons, groups or even nations. The Exodus of Is- 
rael from Egypt, the emergence of the early 
Christian movement in the midst of the crumbling 
Roman Empire, the Reformation, the political re- 
volutions of the 18th and 20th centuries, the 
movements for independence from colonialism, the 
current liberation movements, the black revolu- 
tion and the ''Green Revolution" - all these have 
become the crucible for understanding man's na- 
ture and destiny, God's judgement and promise. 
Thus the meaning of salvation must be sought in 
relation to a history that has had a different 
meaning for different people, according to how 
they were involved in it. 


3. Salvation as reflected in the commitment of 
people to one another, out of which they shape 
new forms of life together. While the disinte- 
gration of traditional forms of social life 
(including the life of the churches) is general- 
ly acknowledged, there are new forms of com- 
munity life emerging. Some of these forms ex- 
press an explicit awareness of being the "'sa- 
ving community". It is important to let dif- 
ferent expressions of this awareness be heard. 


During the next 18 months material will be pub- 
lished along these lines to stimulate critical 
reflection in 1972. It will enable those in 


different parts of the world to wrestle with the 
crucial issues outlined above, in the light of 
the historical situation as they experience it. 


Thomas Wieser 
Secretary for the Study on Salvation Today 


Cracking the Golden Eggs 


Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (EPS) - Earlier this year 
40 Asian church leaders and 60 missionaries at- 
tended a conference in the Fifth Residential Col- 
lege of the University of Malaysia. Most of them 
were Methodists. The majority of the missionaries 
were from the USA, though some were British. The 
national churchmen were from various Asian coun- 
tries. They came to talk about the problems of 
missionary service. 


A missionary is often said to be a symbol of the 
strangeness of the Gospel and of the universal- 
ity of the Church. At the same time he is ex- 
pected to identify as closely as possible with 
the people of the country in which he is working. 
But how can he be one and do the other at the 
same time? How, in any case, is he able to iden- 
tify when he expects to work overseas for only 3, 
6 or perhaps 9 years? Does he go so far as to 
live on the same salary as a national church 
worker? If not, at what point does his higher 
standard of living vitiate his work as a mis- 
Sionary? 


What is his relationship to an autonomous church? 
If he is treated like a national, he often feels 
his particular gifts and qualifications are being 
ignored. But can he claim a special status? If 
SO, is this derived from a right understanding 
of the Gospel or is it just an out-of-date co- 
lonialist attitude? 


These were some of the questions on the agenda. 
The participants were limited to one denomina- 
tion to avoid long discussions on the differen- 
ces between different mission boards. But the 
questions were common to most Asian churches. 


All might have gone well if it had not been for 
the opening presentation of Emerito Nacpil. This 
bright young Filipino, well-known in Asian 
Christian circles as an "up-and-coming" young 
theologian, is Dean of the Union Theological Sem- 
inary in Manila. Though technically a member of 
the Establishment, he revealed himself a rebel at 
heart. In a fascinating and witty address pre- 
sented with great courtesy he made it quite clear 
that in his view the questions we had come to 
discuss were irrelevant because the missionary 
system that had brought the Gospel to Asia, and 
as a result of which there are now Christian 
churches in every Asian country, was dead. 


"The first thing we ought to do is to eulogize it 
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and then bury it, no matter how painful and ex- 
pensive it is to bury the dead", he said. Chan- 
ging metaphors he continued, 'The missionary 
structure has performed magnificently the role 

of midwife in helping to bring into the light of 
day a new child...the Christian community in the 
lands of the Third World. But now the child is 
here there is no longer any need for the midwife 
....The most missionary service a missionary can 
do today under the present system is to go homet" 


More than half of those listening were profes- 
sional missionaries whose jobs depend on the pre- 
sent system. Many more hold high office in 
churches whose structure and shape depend in no 
small measure on that same system. It was re- 
markable, therefore, that Mr. Nacpil was not 
howled down. In fact, many of the missionaries 
as well as many Asians were willing to agree 
with him. This took discusssion along a path 
that conference planners had not anticipated. 


Kill the Goose? 


In the end, the conference did not endorse Mr. 
Nacpil's thesis. That would have been asking 
too much. After all, the goose still lays gold- 
en eggs. There are too many prestigious church 
institutions that would have to close down with- 
out the annual mission subsidy. There are too 
many specialist jobs to be done within the 
church structures in Asia for which the mis- 
sionary societies provide well-qualified men - 
free! The mission boards have, among many other 
things, created churches in the image of the 
churches to which they belong. 


The irony, perhaps the tragedy, is that whereas 
in the USA and Great Britain the church exists 
among the middle classes, who can pay for a full- 
time, professionally trained ministry plus the 
upkeep of large buildings for worship, in many 
parts of Asia church members have small Gash in- 
comes. They would have to give a much greater 
proportion of them in order to maintain a simi- 
lar ministry and keep up similar buildings. So 
those churches have come to depend on the sub- 
sidies of the mission boards and missionary so- 
cieties to keep going. A man who depends on the 
golden eggs to pay a staff or keep up a building 
cannot easily talk about killing the goose. 


Of course it is precisely this situatim that 
led Mr. Nacpil to call for an end to the system. 
How can an Asian church in freedom ask basic 
questions about its task when it is saddled with 
a system that takes a tremendous effort to keep 
going. Or, to put it differently, how can ree 
find its own path of obedience when it is being 
paid (with the best motivation) to walk along a 
pre-determined one. 


Although the conference did not endorse Mr. Nac- 
pil's plea for burial of the present system, ike 
showed quite clearly that it recognised some of 


its faults. For instance, despite all the ma- 
Chinery for consultation that exists, far too 
many basic decisions about the use of missionary 
resources are made by the churches or boards 
that provide them rather than in the country 
where they are spent. 


National Decisions 


The main recommendation of the conference there- 
fore was for the setting up of national ecumeni- 
cal bodies in each country in Asia, which would 
have the complete responsibility of decision 
about the use of those resources. There was 
nothing said to prevent mission boards from 
having membership in such bodies, but when a mis- 
sion board decides to conmit resources to a par- 
ticular country, the national body should deter- 
mine how those resources are to be used. 


There was recognition too that churches in Asia 
may be too easily tempted to ask for missionary 
personnel, since they come free. The conference 
recommended therefore that a church employing a 
missionary should pay part of his salary out of 
its own resources - up to the amount needed to 
pay a local person doing the same job. 


On the question of salaries, the conference did 
not insist that a missionary should accept the 
same salary as his national colleague. It did 
ask, however, that the national church should 
have the right to determine the salary paid to 
a missionary. 


Although this was a Methodist consultation, it 
strongly resisted a suggestion that an Asian 
Methodist body should be set up to deal with 
some of the questions on a denominational basis. 
The conviction was clear that common problems 
need to be dealt with by the Asian churches act- 
ing together. 


Medication, Not Surgery 


If those attending this consultation are repre- 
sentative of the Methodist churches in Asia, and 
if they were expressing honestly-held convictions 
(it is easier to be radical at a conference than 
in-one's everyday work), then Asian Methodists 
think something is fundamentally wrong with the 
way missionary support is made available by chur- 
ches in the USA and Britain. 


Between the extreme statements of Nacpil and the 
more subdued reports of the conference there may 
be wide disagreement about tactics. But there 

is no difference in the basic diagnosis of the 
situation. 'The missionary system is dead", said 
Nacpil. ''The missionary support system must be 
changed", said the conference. 


Nacpil looks forward to a time when those who 
have heard a 'Macedonian call'' will come to serve 
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within the imperatives of the selfhood of the 
Asian churches and under a system quite differ- 
ent from the present. He does not believe chang- 
ing the present system will bring about the new, 
creative relationships necessary for this. It 

is better, in his view, to bury what has become 
corrupt than to try to restore it. 


More optimistically, the conference looked to 
medication rather than surgery; to reform rather 
than revolution. So it said to give the Asian 
churches the power to make the decision about 
how much a missionary should earn - and the res- 
ponsibility for paying part of it; to give the 
Asian churches, acting together in each country, 
the power to make the decision (not merely a 
recommendation) about how mission resources 
shall be used. 


One group even urged that Asian churches should 
be offered either a missionary or his salary. 
These recommendations, if accepted and put into 
practice, would shake mission boards to the 
foundations. They would also be pretty shatter- 
ing for the Asian churches. 


Is there any hope that they will be adopted? Or 
will the Asian churches be forced to wait until 
frustration has grown so great that a conference 
of Asian churchmen and missionaries passes a re- 
solution saying: ''The missionary system is dead. 
We pledge ourselves not to rest until the last 
missionary has been recalled to his home coun- 
try and we are left in freedom to discover what 
is God's mission of us in this day and age"? 


Graeme Jackson 
Area Secretary for Programme Planning 
CICARWS 


Introduction 
to a Conversation 


Geneva (EPS) - Often the ecumenical movement be- 
gins with just a conversation; people talking to- 
gether about what excites them; people talking 
together about God; people beginning to talk to- 
gether with God... 


By 1971 there are a great number of such conver- 
sations. Every year new partners come in and 
each of them brings his own topic. 


It is this whole complex of conversations that 
the World Council of Churches' publications pro- 
granme seeks to serve and spur. The four regu- 
lar journals and the occasional books the Coun- 
cil publishes are designed to let anyone who is 
interested share in the exchanges going on at 
the international level. Many in the churches 
around the world find it hard to keep up with 
everything that others are Saying and writing. 
This article therefore is intended as a guide 
for newcomers to the conversation. 


The World Council's publications since the be- 
ginning of this decade reflect four newer ele- 
ments in the total conversation. All date back 
to the Uppsala Assembly of the World Council in 
1968, if not beyond, yet all represent a new 
thrust that may prove of major importance. 


1. The Conversation about Development. Pope 
Paul's 1967 encyclical on the Progress of Peoples 
and the findings of Uppsala's Section III on 
World Economic and Social Development had al- 
ready drawn attention to the glaring disparities 
between the rich and the poor in our world, and 
had called for far greater efforts of awareness, 
of imagination and of mutual help. The WCC 
thereupon called a world consultation at Mon- 
treux, Switzerland, in January 1970 to work out 
how the Christian churches, through their com- 
mon instrument the World Council, might best or- 
ganise the aid they would be making available to 
"development projects’. 


This is in one sense a narrow, technical ques- 
tion. But as the report Fetters of Injustice 
(SFr/DIM 6.80, £0.672, $1.80) makes clear, it 
could not be answered without a fresh considera- 
tion of the whole subject of development. Thanks 
to speeches by Prof. Samuel Parmar of India and 
Archbishop Helder Camara of Brazil, which are 
printed in the report, it became clear that the 
goal of development is not solely economic, but 
rather justice and equality between men. The 
realisation of these involves profound changes 
in the attitudes and practices of precisely 
those countries and conmmities that are well 
off. If the true goal is human dignity and ful- 
filment, this calls in question the apparent 
success of the 'developed' nations. Thus 'de- 
velopment aid' is not a matter of help given by 
one set of people to another; it must become a 
cormon striving for a world commmity in which 
all have much to learn from one another. 


For the churches, who follow a Man who laid down 
his life so that all may have more abundant life, 
development becomes not one concer among many, 
to be relegated to a special committee or to one 
Sunday a year, but a permanent and central in- 
perative of Christian action in the world. Thus 
WCC member churches were asked to set aside not 
less than 2% of their total income for develop- 
ment programmes - little enough in view of the 
size of the task but still a substantial token. 


Fetters of Injustice contains the addresses and 
working group reports of this Montreux consulta- 
tion. Similar thinking lies behind papers by 
Prof. Richard Dickinson (USA) and Archbishop An- 
gelo Fernandes (India) in the July 1970 number 
of The Ecumenical Review (single copies SFr/IM 
6.-, £0.60, $1.75). Later in the year, SODEPAX, 
the joint organ of the WCC and the Pontifical 
Commission Justice and Peace, published three 
volumes which take the conversation further: 
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In Search of a Theology of Development (SFr/DM 
6.50, £0.05, 91.95), Money in a Village World 
(SFr/DM 6.=, £0.60, $1.50), being studies on the 
international monetary system, and Partnershi 
or Privilege? (SFr/DM 15.-, £1.50, §3.50) being 
a presentation and critique of the prospects for 


the Second Development Decade. The conversation 
continues... 


2, The Conversation between Men of Living Faiths. 


For many years Christians concerned about mis- 
sion have been talking about the living faiths of 
men and their precise relationship to the good 
news in Jesus Christ. Only very recently, how- 
ever, has the Council set in motion a programme 
of conversations with men who live by those 
faiths. Study Encounter (single copies SFr/DM 
4.-, £0.40, $1.25) No. 4 included a chronology of 
the study process over the last 15 years; Carl 
Hallencreutz' Research Pamphlet New roaches to 
Men of Other Faiths (SFr/DM 6.50, £0.65, $1.95) 
surveyed the discussion among theologians; Stan- 


ley Samartha introduced the new possibilities in 
the July Ecumenical Review. 


The fullest discussion, entitled "Faithful Dia- 
logue'’, is in the October issue of the Interna- 
tional Review of Mission (single copies SFr/DM 
3.50, £0.55, $1.25). It makes available papers 
by Dr. Samartha and David Jenkins exploring what 
an actual conversation between men of various 
living faiths can teach Christians about the 
depths of religious commitment, and a 24-point 
aide-mémoire by a group of Christians setting 
out a basis for the conversation. 


The principal papers from a meeting held at Ajal- 
toun, Lebanon, which was the central point in 
1970 of this new undertaking, will be published 
in a few weeks under the title Dialogue between 
Men of Living Faiths (SFr/DM 6.80, £0.65, $1.95). 
They are raw material rather than a finished pro- 
duct, but for that very reason should be all the 
more useful in helping others to enter into this 
difficult and demanding conversation and to take 
it further in the ways their own experience sug- 
gests. The conversation continues... 


3. The Conversation about Education. Only at 
the Uppsala Assembly did the churches in the WCC 
decide to establish an Office of Education, which 
would enable them to pursue together a conversa~ 
tion in which almost all the churches had long 
been involved. 1970 saw the first published re- 
sults of the ensuing conversation: the fourth 
issue of Risk, entitled ''School or Scandal?" 
(single copies SFr/DM 3.-, £0.30, $1.00), and 
the report of the first world consultation of 
the new office, held at Bergen, Netherlands, en- 


titled Seeing Education Whole (SFr/DM 6.80 
£0.67, $1.80). 


These may prove surprising to professional educa- 
tors. The attempt to see education in world per- 
spective and to’ examine the presuppositions of 


the major traditions - the normal starting- 
points for any ecumenical conversation - proved 
this time (thanks to participants from Latin | 
America) to call in question the central purpose 

and practice of our schools and colleges, which 

we think of as education. The conversation re- 

vealed that education is closely tied to the do- 
minant political and social goals of a society 

or a group within it. Since Christias can ne- 

ver accept those as ultimate, our vision of edu- 
cation must be of a liberating process that en- 
courages and enables the individual or the com- 

mumity to look beyond its present state. See- 

ing Education Whole contains "homework" that 

will enable the reader to share in the conversa- 

tion. 


4. . The Conversation about the Future. Prophe- 
cies of doom have long been with us, but in re- 
cent years warnings about the probable catastro- 
phic results of an unrestricted use of technology 
have become more and more urgent. The Church and 
Society Department of the WCC examined these at 
an exploratory conference held in June 1970 of 
which a report by David Gill has now been pub- 
lished under the title: From Here to Where? 


Technolo Faith and the Future of Man (SFr/DM 
6.80. £0.675, $1.80). 


This little book looks at ecology, population, 
genetics, urbanisation, computers, plus politi- 
cal systems and ideologies. A notable feature 
is that people from the Third World play a full 
part. Although the contributions of the theo- 
logians are reserved for the very last chapter, 
and although there is a recognition of the $ize- 
able gap between the language of the scientists 
and that of the theologians, some stimulating 
points are made. 


These new conversations are not all. The jour- 
nals continue to comment on earlier but no less 
vital topics. On church unity, for instance, 
The Ecumenical Review provides its regular sur- 
vey of Church Union Negotiations in the July 
issue, plus a great deal of material from the 
Joint Working Group between the WCC and the Ro- 
man Catholic Church (January, April 1970 and 
January 1971). The concern for the Christian 
mission throughout the world led both the Inter- 
national Review of Mission and Risk to devote 
whole numbers to the continent of Asia (April 
and No. 1 respectively). 


Other new issues include racism and non-violence 
covered in the July International Review of Mis- 
sion and Study Encounter No. 2 respectively. 
Secondly, the theme ‘Salvation Today' (see page 
4) is discussed in Study Encounter No. 1 and in 
the International Review of Mission of January 
1971. 


Ecumenical bodies are sometimes held to encourage 
talk for the sake of talking. The answer is not 
to break off the conversation but rather to share 
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in it even more attentively. It is hoped that 
these books and journals can help you do pre- 
cisely that. 


Martin Conway 
WCC Secretary for Publications 


Anti- Racism Programmes, Projects 
Occupy World Church Bodies 


Geneva (EPS) - The Programme to Combat Racism of 
the World Council of Churches moved into its se- 
cond stage last month with a decision on three 
programme emphases for 1971. The first stage 
had involved grants to 19 organizations of op- 
pressed racial groups to be used for humanitarian 
purposes. 


At its annual meeting here the 25-member commis- 
sion responsible for PCR agreed to assist member 
churches in analyzing their investments to make 
sure they are not furthering white racism, to 
hold a symposium on land rights and to expose 
the exploitation of Indians in Latin America. 


Late in the month the Lutheran World Federation's 
Commission on World Service approved the solici- 
ting of designated contributions for specific hu- 
manitarian projects worth $92,900 to aid people 
in areas liberated from colonial rule in Mozam- 
bique. Implementing the human rights resolution 
passed by the LWF's Evian Assembly last year, 

the commission agreed to seek money for relief 
goods, medical, educational and agricultural ser+ 
vices to be facilitated through the Tanganyika 
Christian Refugee Service in cooperation with 
the Mozambique Institute and the social services 
department of FRELIMO, the Mozambique Liberation 
Front. 


Proceeds from a Lenten appeal in East German 
churches are being used by "Bread for the World" 
to buy school supplies and medicines for FRELIMO: 


Man-made and natural disasters occupied a pro- 
minent place in world news last month and the 
churches were quick to respond. The WCC's emer= 
gencies officer, Mr. Stanley Mitton, flew to’ the 
India-East Pakistan border for a firsthand view 
of the refugee situation created by the civil 
war. At a refugee camp in Bondao he found 5,000 
persons being well looked after by a Hindu re- 
lief organization. 


Latest information indicates more than 500. ,000 
refugees in West Bengal and the WCC is awaiting 
specific requests for aid from CASA, the Indian 
churches' relief agency. 


A special grant of $155,000 has been made by the 
LWF to provide emergency housing for some 10,000 
refugees moving into northeast India from East 
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Pakistan. The LWF has been operating a, refugee 
service in the Cooch Behar District for some 
years and this will be expanded to a et bia new 
needs. 


Drought and famine in northern Kenya saiecting 
some 150,000 nomadic people has necessitated the 
Opening of "soup kitchens" by the National:Chris- 
tian Council of Kenya. Responding to appeals 
for help, Christian churches and agencies in Aus- 
tria, Australia, Great Britain, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Sweden, West Germany and the USA have 
sent money, tinned meat and dried milk, | 


Reports published last month indicated that WCC 
member churches and agencies sent $42,562,661 
worth of material aid to people in need in vari- 
ous parts of the world during 1970. This includ- 
ed clothing, blankets, shoes, food, seeds and= > 
medical supplies. This was in addition to. the 
$17,374,037 in cash donated for reliefand re-4 
construction. 


US churchmen have focused their energies» on new» 
attempts to end the Vietnam War. A group of 50 
churchmen flew to Paris last month and conferred 
with all parties to the Vietnam peace talks.as 
well as Vietnamese religious figures and repre- 
sentatives from Cambodia. Returning home the 
Protestants asked the US government to give a 
much higher priority to the Paris talks and-to 
take the initiative in facilitating negotiations. 


Holy Week was the occasion for a second: Vietnan 
action, this one in Washington, D.C. where semi- 
narians, church leaders and editors of religious 
journals conducted a fast to dramatize the need 
for repentance for atrocities committed against 
the Southeast Asians. 


Plans announced for the meeting of the Faith and 
Order Commission at the Jesuit College of Hever- 
lee-Louvain in Belgium August 2-13 indicate the 
135 members will be discussing 'The Unity of the 
Church and the Unity of Mankind". Five sections 
will see how church unity bears on the struggle 
for justice and efforts to combat racism, the 
dialogue with men of other faiths and aid to the 
handicapped. .In addition to the nine Roman’ Cast ; 
tholics attending their first meeting as full 
members of the commission, Joseph Cardinal. Bue=t 
nens, Archbishop of Malines-Brussels, will, ad- 
dress the meeting, : the 


The Roman Catholic Church of Papua-New Gaines L 
has agreed to come into the Melanesian Council . 
of Churches and has appointed delegates to sot 
Executive Committee. They join representatives | 
from Anglican, Baptist, Evangelical nape Cs 
Salvation Army and the, United SanT alti 


Students attending this year's onan school 
of Ecumenical Studies sponsored by, the World. 
Council of Churches at Chateau de Bossey’ near 
Geneva were more interested i sreatstes 
re 
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and events in the world than in an academic study The Kimbanguist Church in Africa celebrated its 
of the Bible. The 43 students in the five-month 50th anniversary by holding its first Eucharis- 
school which ended February 28 valued the multi- tic observance. This large African independent 
cultural, multi-confessional living experience church subscribes to the Trinitarian doctrine 

that Bossey provides and preferred experimenta- but had not heretofore celebrated the ate 


tion and work in small groups to formal lectures. 


Periscope 


Rhodesian Churches Conform 


Some 45 church bodies in Rhodesia have registered as "voluntary organizations" under provisions of the 
Land Tenure Act in order to be permitted to operate as multi-racial institutions. The act aims at strict 
geographical separation of black and white populations, dividing the country into two "equal"' parts -- 
one for the 250,000 whites, the other for 5 million blacks; it gives government officials the right to 
prohibit interracial worship and education. A year ago Protestant leaders and Roman Catholic bishops 
announced they would not register. 


Re-marriage in Church for Anglican Divorcees? 


A commission of the Church of England has proposed that a divorced person, under certain circumstances , 
should be allowed to remarry in church. The Commission on the Christian Doctrine of Marriage said that 
if "competent authorities" discovered that moral consensus existed within the church, the conmission 
would term it "compatible with reason, the word of God in Scripture and theological tradition". The re- 
port will come before the General Synod later this year. 


Data Bank Will Match Pastors/Churches 


Thanks to the advent of the computer, clergy of the Episcopal Church, American Baptist Church and Lu- 
theran Church in America may soon learn which local churches are seeking ministers. Conversely local 
congregations can find out from the national data bank the names and qualifications of pastors looking 
for jobs. The ''Church Manpower System'', due to go into operation this fall, was made possible by a 
grant from the Rockefeller Brothers Fund. The professional staff of the National Council of Churches 
will be included and any other denominations that wish to join. 


Armenian Seminary in Jerusalem Grows 


The cornerstone was laid last month for an Armenian seminary just inside the Old City walls of Jerusalem 
at the western edge of the Armenian Quarter. The three-story building to accommodate 200 dormitory stu- 
dents will replace the present 118-year-old seminary housing 110 students in cramped quarters. A Detroit, 
Michigan industrialist of Armenian extraction gave the $430,000 estimated cost of the building. Bishop 
Shahe Ajamian, chancellor of the Armenian Patriarchate, presided over cornerstone ceremonies April 25 at- 
tended by two staff members of the World Council of Churches, Elfan Rees and Johan Snoek. 


People in the News 


The Most Rev. Frank Woods, 64, Anglican Archbishop of Melbourne, has been elected Primate of Australia 
succeeding Archbishop Philip Strong of Brisbane who retired last year. Archbishop Woods is a member of 
the WCC's Central Committee. 


Archbishop Abuna Theophilos, 67, has been elected Patriarch of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. As Acting 
Patriarch he served as host to the WCC Central Committee when it convened in Addis Ababa early this year. 


Mr. Ofori Akyea of Ghana is the first African to serve on the staff of the World Alliance of YMCA's. 
Formerly chairman of the Standing Committee for Programme and Leadership, Mr. Akyea, a layman, heads the 
Conmission on Development. 


The Ecumenical Council of Churches in Yugoslavia, formed following a visit to the churches by WCC Gene- 
ral Secretary Eugene Carson Blake, recently elected as its president Bishop Visarion of the Serbian Or- 
thodox Church. The general secretary is Senior Arpad Baksha of the Reformed Church and his assistant is 
Radomir Rakic. 


Mr. Vaughan Hinton, public relations secretary for the Australian Council of Churches (ACC), has been ap- 


pointed the first executive secretary of the Joint Secretariat on Action for World Development, gay 
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by the ACC and the Roman Catholic Church. He takes office in June. 


Mrs. Kathleen Baxter, president of the associates of Newnham College, Cambridge, England, made history 
when she conducted the three-hour Good Friday service in Westminster Abbey, the first woman to do so 
in a leading Anglican church. She is on the Anglican Advisory Council for the Church's Ministry. 


Archbishop Iakovos, primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America, has been de- 
Signated "Patriarchal Exarch Extraordinary" by the Holy Synod of Constantinople. This gives him the 
right, together with other US Orthodox leaders, to decide on questions involving Orthodox life in Ameri- 
ca without prior consultation with Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras. 


The Rev. Canaan S. Banana has resigned from the Methodist Church in Rhodesia in protest against the de- 
nomination's stand on the WOC's grants to organizations combatting racism. He agreed with the annual 
Synod that Christians ought not to support violence in any form but disagreed with making this the cen- 
tral issue. He said Christian compassion required a response to human needs and the WCC was aiding suf- 
fering families of detainees, providing scholarships for university study and similar services. 


Mass Media Go Ecumenical 


Collaboration of Roman Catholics, Anglicans and Protestants in the commmications field is evident in 
Zambia and Tanzania. Multimedia Zambia, bom January 1, 1971, is controlled by a board of governors 
composed of members of the Episcopal Conference and the Christian Council. It is staffed by the Rev. 
E. Chikopela (religious radio), the Rev. S. Nyahwa (religious TV) and the Rev. John Houghton (press and 
publications). An ecumenical committee is coordinating activities of Tanzanian Christian churches in 
radio, journalism and visual arts. It includes Anglicans, Lutherans and Catholics. 


The Word Goes Round the World 


The Bible or at least one book of it has been translated into 1,431 languages and dialects, according to 
Scriptures of the World published by the United Bible Societies. In addition to listing the languages 
used, the booklet contains maps pinpointing each language group. 


Giving to Mission Rises 


Donations to national and international causes by members of the United Presbyterian Church (USA) have 
increased for the first time since 1967. For the first three months of 1971 giving totaled $3,828,340, 
which is $421,000 above receipts for the same period in 1970. Giving to synod and presbytery causes 
also increased. Meanwhile in Finland the Finnish fission Society's income for 1970 was up 28% due to a 
special 'mission year"'. 


"Cri du Coeur" 


Thousands of Vietnamese, both Buddhists and Christians, will join in prayers for peace this month. The 
occasion is the fourth anniversary of the self-immolation of Nhat Chi Mai, a teacher and worker at the 
Buddhist School of Social Welfare in South Vietnam. <A devout Buddhist, she felt deeply the need for re- 
ligious cooperation and understanding particularly in the search for peace. "I pray that the flame that 
is consuming my body will burn away all ambition and hatred which have been pushing many of us into the 
Hell of the soul and creating so much suffering among human beings", she wrote. At her death she had 
before her pictures of the Virgin Mary and Quan Yin. Mai's last plea, which will be echoed this month: 
"Please, stop it, my fellowmen"'. 


Full Communion for European Lutherans/Reformed/United? 


Next moves towards full commmmion between Lutheran, Reformed and United churches in Europe will be con- 
sidered at a meeting in Leuenberg, Switzerland in September. A proposed common declaration to be con- 
sidered then calls for agreement on the essential content of the Gospel centring on the doctrine of 

justification, lifting the doctrinal condemations contained in 16th century writings, and a statement 
that the churches are in full commmion with each other and will engage in pulpit and altar fellowship. 


Industrial Ministry for South Taiwan 


Protestants and Roman Catholics in southern Taiwan have organized the South Taiwan Ecumenical Industrial 

Ministry (STEIM) to serve the thousands of people flocking into Kaohsiung and other rapidly industriali- 

zing cities. The first programme to be put into operation is a railroad station ministry to give housing, 
(more) 
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job and church information to some of the nearly 5,000 people arriving in this industrial port each 
month. STEIM is the fruit of a year-long planning effort by the Taiwan Christian Academy (South) and 
the Catholic Kaohsiung Diocesan Federation of Young Christian Workers. 


Church Opposition to Springboks 


The Australian Rugby Union announced April 26 it would go ahead with plans for matches with the Spring- 
boks of South Africa despite protests, from the trade unions and action by the Executive Commit tee of 
the Australian Council of Churches urging all Christians to push for cancellation of all sporting events 


between. Australia and South Africa util the latter stops choosing its teams on a racial basis. 


East German Churches Approve Leuenberg Talks 


All eight East German Evangelical regional churches wish to take part in the September meeting at Leuen- 
berg, Switzerland of representatives of Lutheran, Reformed and United Churches in Europe (see page 12). 
Leaders of the East German churches sent identical letters to the Lutheran World Federation, the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches and the WCC's Faith and Order Secretariat endorsing the Leuenberg Report 
of 1970 which served as the basis for the latest proposal on common theological doctrine prepared at 
Cartigny outside Geneva April 19-23. 


Hungarians Visit West Germany 


Representatives of the Reformed Church of Hungary visited the Federal Republic of Germany April 21-25 
and conferred in Frankfurt with officials of the Federation of Reformed Churches. Coming from Hungary 
were Bishops Lajos Bakos and Tibor Bartha, Dr. Karoly Toth, Prof. Kalman Huszti and Elder Radic. Mean- 
while the proceeds from the Whitsunday collection in the Evangelical churches in the Rhineland are being 
sent to finance. relief work in Hungary which was particularly hard hit by the floods of May 1970. The 
gift was arranged by 'Diakonisches Werk'' in the Rhineland and leaders of Lutheran and Reformed Churches 
in Hungary. 


Ecumenical Advance in U.K. Theological Training 


Men from the Anglican, Roman Catholic, Congregational and Baptist churches in Great Britain will train 
together for the ministry beginning in October under a new three-year course of study initiated at Ox- 
ford. The six theological colleges there will be using the same syllabus and examinations and pooling 
their resources, although the churches themselves will retain the right to select their candidates, pro- 
vide additional instruction and approve or defer them for ordination. 


Commmion before Confirmation Proposed in U.S. 


A majority of the 186 presbyteries of the United Presbyterian Church (USA) have approved a provision ma- 
king it possible for baptized children of church members to receive commmion before confirmation. Other 
provisions approved call for greater lay participation in presbyteries and consideration of women when 
local churches select their ministers. All will be up for ratification at the General Assembly this 
month. 


Japan's Christians Fight Threat to Koreans 


Japanese Christians are protesting a new inmigration bill introduced into the Diet by the Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party. The measure has special implications for Koreans in Japan, who number 610,000 or 87% of 
the foreign population, and it could also be applied against missionaries. The National Christian Coun- 
cil (NCC) issued its protest on March 17. The Korean Christian Church in Japan last year registered 
opposition and asked that permanent resident status be given all Koreans. The National Federation of 
Kyodan Women's Societies, in addition to expressing opposition, said it will work for conditions under 
which all foreigners may enjoy a good life. The NCC Conmittee on Minority Peoples' Problems has invited 
Mrs. Martin Luther King Jr. to participate in a special campaign against discrimination next fall. 


Award for Christian Aid 


Christian Aid, the development agency of the British Council of Churches, is one of three organisations 
to share the "Augustin Bea International Prize" for 1971, which will be awarded May 25 in Bern, Switzer- 
land. Sponsored by the Humanum Foundation of Switzerland, the prize is worth SFr 100,000. Other reci- 

(more) 
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pients are Misereor, the Roman Catholic agency for development cooperation in West Germany, and ORT, ‘the 
Organisation for Rehabilitation through Training, of Switzerland. a 


Uses of Third World Aid Questioned 


"Third World", a group in Dortmund, Germany, has urged the Protestant relief agency Bread for the World 
and the Catholic agency Misereor to use their collections to support self-help organisations in Third 
World countries rather than projects that "cement antiquated structures". Also it recommended a cam- 
paign to get fair prices for products from Asia, Africa and Latin America sold on the world market. © The 
Dortmund group, which is’ known in West Germany for its opposition to the Cabora Bassa Dam in Mozambique , 
has announced it will sponsor a three-month tour of Tanzania and Mozambique this summer to gather first- 
hand information on the situation in the liberated areas. 


Polish Youth Miss Desire for Partnership 


A youth delegation from the Polish Ecumenical Council (PEC) that visited the Federal Republic of Germany 
recently got the impression that a change of attitude looking towards an equal partnership was still 
necessary before German-Polish reconciliation would be achieved. ‘The leader of the group, the Rev. Jan 
Walter of Posen, expressed gratitude for the open-mindedness and hospitality shown to him and his seven 
companions as well as West Germany's political opening towards the East. But the Poles felt a sincere 
desire for partnership was still lacking. The Joint Working Group of Protestant Youth in Germany will 
probably send a fact-finding team of five to Poland this October in response to an invitation from the 
PEC youth delegation. 


Austria Against Racism 


The Ecumenical Council of Churches in Austria has unanimously passed a resolution condeming all forms 
of racism and recommending that its member churches consider setting up action groups to support the 
WOC's Programme to Combat Racism. 
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Photo Oikoumene 


North African Venture is a Special Development Project of the World Council of Churches recruiting skil- 
led personnel to work alongside nationals in Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia (see page 3). 


Opposite Page: (867) Marie-Claude Para, a French teacher, helps mentally retarded children in Timis en- 
gage in creative play. (868) British-born Ann Stricklen teaches at the Timisian National School of So- 
cial Service. (869) Social work is a relatively new field for Tunisians. Here Atty van Gijn of Holland 
administers on-the-job training. (870) Past and present exist side by side in Morocco: a warrior takes 
part in ceremonies marking 10th anniversary of King Hassan II's accession to the throne. (871) In Fez, 
Moroccan orphans are trained as carpenters. Upon completing the course they get a box of tools. (872) 
Jean-Pierre Trabet, a Frenchman, demonstrates improved techniques to an Algerian bee-keeper on a coopera- 
tive farm in line with the country's development plan. , 
"Introduction to a Conversation" (page 8) describes latest publications of World Council of Churches 
(pictured at bottom). , ; | 


Back Page: The Africa Literature Centre in Kitwe, Zambia trains Christian writers and artists in its 
courses, Art Studio and Literature Clearing House. (873) Ezekiel Makunike, a Rhodesian journalist _ 
and the first African director, lectures journalism students. (874) Future writers must be proficient. 
typists. (875) With four books to his credit and work experience in two African countries Mr. 0 Eby 
serves as a journalism tutor. (876) Art students produce everything from stained glass windows for 
churches to illustrations for books, magazines and Sunday school material. Here Mr. Malwa, a natural 
cartoonist, illustrates the principles of good nutrition. (877) With no previous training Mr. Ajiboye, 
a Nigerian, is developing into a good illustrator, (878) Mr. Nday works on an animated cartoon after il- 
lustrating a book of Bible verses for Congo Methodist Church. (879) Miss Marjorie Murray, art tutor, — 
with Mr. E. Nsama who recently joined ALC staff after completing two-year course in Canada. 
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NON-VIOLENCE STUDY 

RECEIVES FUNDS 

Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches' new study on mrintesen and non- 
violence has received $5,000 from the North American Conference of the So- 
ciety of Friends to make a start on the two-year project approved by the WCC 
Central Committee in January. Member churches have been asked to make spe- 


cial contributions towards the $25,000 budget. 


The Central Committee called for a programme to help the churches' reflection 


on the ethical dilemmas posed by violence and non-violence in the struggle 
for social justice, and to contribute to the search for strategies of action 


that will minimise the sum total of violence in conflict situations. 


When the Working Committee of the Department on Church and Society meets in 
June, it will pass on detailed plans of study, research and communication. 
Coordinator of the new programme is the Rev. David M. Gill, a 3l-year-old 
Australian Congregationalist who has served on the staff of the Department 


on Church and Society since 1968. EPS 


TWO BRITISH CHURCHES UNITE 


London (EPS) - The Presbyterian and Congregational Church Assemblies this 
week voted for the union of the two churches. It will be the first major 


church union in Great Britain since the Reformation. 


The two churches, each with its own Calvinist inheritance, have gone their 


separate ways since Cromwellian times. 


According to the terms of the union, each congregation of the Congregational 
Church in England and Wales will be asked to ratify the assembly decision 
by December 16. Presbyterian congregations are automatically part of the 


new church unless they opt out. 


It is understood-a special assembly will be convened next year to constitute 


the new church, which will be called the United Reformed Church. 


At the Congregational Church Assembly 89% of the delegates voted for union 
(1,888 out of 2,121), whereas 79% of the Presbyterians favoured the action 


(434 out of 549). EPS 
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EXPULSION OF E.P.S. CORRESPONDENT 

BY VIETNAM HIT BY U.S. CONFERENCE 

Saigon/Albany, New York (EPS) - Mr. Don Luce, 36, Vietnam correspondent for 
Ecumenical Press-Service, left Vietnam May 9 after nearly 13 years of service 
as a social worker and journalist. He flew to Bangkok after being refused 


permission to remain in the country by the South Vietnamese Government. 


Mr. Luce is scheduled to testify before the Senate Foreign Relations Commit- 


tee in Washington, D.C. today (May 13). 


Last July he accompanied two U.S. Congressmen on a visit to Con Son Island 
where political prisoners were being held in overcrowded cells called "tiger 
cages". The South Vietnamese Government subsequently announced that it had 


moved the prisoners from these cells. 


The U.S. Conference of the World Council of Churches meeting in Albany in 
late April condemned the expulsion of Mr. Luce and said the aspirations of 
the Vietnamese people would be best served by a liberalizing of restraints 


imposed upon the domestic and foreign press in Vietnam. 


Paying tribute to Don Luce for his humanitarian service to the ordinary 
people of war-ravaged Vietnam, the representatives of 27 Protestant and Or- 
thodox communions in the U.S. affiliated with the WCC said: "The strict ob- 
servance of the Geneva Conventions on war prisoners held in South Vietnam is 
indispensable to U.S. efforts to secure the release of U.S. prisoners held in 
North Vietnam". It said the "highest interests of the South Vietnamese and 
U.S. governments jointly responsible for the intolerable prison conditions" 


were well served by Mr. Luce's courageous reporting. 


The U.§$. Conference resolution was read into the Congressional Record on 
April 30 by Congressman William B. Anderson and copies went to the State 


Department and heads of the four delegations to the Paris peace talks. EPS 


CHRISTIAN JURY HONOURS THIRD WORLD FILMS 


Oberhausen, Germany (EPS) - Two films from the Third World received prizes 
from a Christian jury here which presented awards on behalf of the Interna 
tional Inter-church Film Centre. A cash award of DM 1,000 was divided be- 
tween "End of Dialogue", produced by five young black South Africans and 
showing the mental violence inflicted on victims of apartheid, and "Al Pare- 
don", made by Mario Mitrotti of Caracas, Venezuela, a politieal satire on the 
need for continuing revolution. The jury also commended Yugoslav film direc- 
tors for the high standard of their total programme at Oberhausen. UPS 
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W.C.C. PROVIDES ASSISTANCE 

TO EAST PAKISTAN REFUGEES 

Geneva (EPS) - The Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
of the World Council of Churches has cabled US $37,000 for immediate emer- 
gency assistance for East Pakistan refugees crossing into India, it was an- 
nounced here last week. In addition the East Asia Christian Conference has 
sent US $500 as an expression of the concern of the churches in Asia. The 


money will be used by the Indian churches’ relief and development agency, CASA. 


CASA is working in the many relief camps set up on the India-Pakistan border 
in the Bongaon area to care for a reported one million refugees. The money 
will be used to purchase tarpaulins locally for shelter purposes and for 
feeding and medical programmes. CASA reports, "The continuing flow of refu- 
gees is making it difficult to keep pace. Upon arrival, refugees are being 
registered and cards issued to each family. All children are being given 


smallpox vaccinations". 


The World Council has not yet made a formal appeal to the churches and their 
related agencies as CASA has not been able to make a full assessment of the 
total requirements for its programme. But substantial amounts are already 


available for relief work. 


On the political front, ecumenical bodies in the USA and Great Britain have 
urged their political leaders to try to put a stop to the fighting in East 
Pakistan. Mrs. Cynthia Wedel, president of the National Council of Churches, 
has urged the Senate Foreign Relations Committee to examine the question of 


U.S. military and economic aid to Pakistan. 


Recognizing that many delicate political problems were involved, she expressed 
the hope that the U.S, Government would clearly address itself to the need for 
accurate information, and on humanitarian grounds "work toward preventing any 


continuation or recurrence of the slaughter". 


Similarly the British Council of Churches asked the British Government to use 
every diplomatic initiative "to ensure that further bloodshed is averted, 
that relief organisations are enabled to enter the country, and that demo- 


cratic processes of government are restored". EPS 
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C.E.C. ASSEMBLY CALLS CHURCHES 

TO POLITICAL/SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT 

Nyborg, Denmark (EPS) - Greater cooperation among churches in Eastern and 
Western Europe, securing an enduring peace for Europe and the political and 
social involvement this entails for the churches were major emphases of the 


recent Sixth Assembly of the Conference of European Churches (CEC). 


The theme "Servants of God, Servants of Men" was discussed in five sections 
by some 380 participants from more than 100 European churches. Albania alone 


was unrepresented. 


Youth delegates and representatives of Eastern European churches were more 
numerous than at previous assemblies; 19 came from East Germany. Five repre- 
sentatives of the Roman Catholic Church led by Archbishop Etchegaray of Mar- 
seilles were fraternal delegates. 

In the keynote address Bishop Werner Krusche of Magdeburg, East Germany, said 
it was not possible for the churches to separate spiritual from social respon- 
sibility. "In technologically based societies love of the neighbour can no 
longer be practised if we do not share responsibility for the social forces 

and structures which decisively affect his life and....do not help to influence 
and refashion those forces and structures", he said. In addition to charitable 


service there is need for "social and political diakonia". 


The structures which most closely correspond to the kingdom of God, he said, 
are "those in which partnership can be a reality and where authority and power 
are used not freeze entrenched positions but rather to continue development in 


the service of man and to provide a maximum of justice and spiritual freedom". 


A message addressed to the member churches of CEC called on them not to escape 
to some private domain but to commit themselves and not stand aside when faced 


with concrete human needs and practical proposals for dealing with them. 


On peace in Europe, the message said it is the churches' duty to "promote all 
plans which give hope for better international relations in Europe such as 
bilateral agreements for peace or the proposal to convene a conference on 
European security in which all states can participate with equal rights and 


responsibilities". 


Because of CEC's financial position, the delegates decided to cut the budget 


to SFr 280,000 and reduce the programme to an absolute minimum. There will 
(more) 
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be only two working groups, ome on peace in Europe and the other on dialogue 
between Christians of East and West. Dr. P.G. Kunst of the Netherlands was 

elected a CEC president replacing Dr. Egbert Emmen, former general secretary 
of the Netherlands Reformed Church who was made an honorary president. Other 


members of the presidium were re-elected. EPS 


PORTUGUESE CHURCHMEN URGE 

CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BILL 

Lisbon (EPS) - All religious groups are entitled to equal treatment and there- 
fore the Concordat between the Portuguese Government and the Roman Catholic 
Church must be revised, participants at a conference on religious liberty have 


notified the Minister of the Interior and members of the National Assembly. 


A statement prepared at the close of a conference held recently at Figueira 
da Foz was delivered last week to government officials. It analyzed a bill 


on religious liberty now being considered for presentation to the assembly. 


Calling for the right to appeal any decision by the Minister of the Interior 
terminating the activities of a religious communion, the 55 conference parti- 
cipants also said the bill would not protect the smaller communions because 
it requires a membership of 500 before a group can be legally recognised. 
Denominations such as the Baptists, Adventists and Pentecostals organised 
along congregational lines could not fulfil this requirement. The conference 
statement also called for private schools to be registered in the name of a 


religious association, not merely that of an individual. 


The group drawing up the statement included Roman Catholics, Presbyterians, 
Methodists, Episcopalians, Baptists, Pentecostals, Adventists, Moslems, Bahais 
and atheists. They made their analysis after hearing speeches by Mrs. Raquel 
Ribeiro and Dr. Francisco Lumbrales de Sa Carneiro, both senators in the 


National Assembly. 
EPS 
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WORLD TASKS OF AMERICAN CHRISTIANS 

STRESSED BY U.S. CONFERENCE 

Albany, New York (EPS) - A ringing note of optimism at the ability of moral 
power to transform political and economic power was sounded here by the Rev. 
Andrew J. Young, long-time associate of Dr. Martin Luther King and presently 
director of the Community Relations Council of Atlanta, Georgia (USA). Ad- 
dressing the U.S. Conference for the World Council of Churches, he said that 
Christian leaders, without realizing what they were doing, have planted the 
seeds of revolution so widely in the world that the moral powers they espoused 


are upsetting the economic and political structures of society. 


"Christian missionaries have been telling people everywhere that they are the 
hi ldven of God", he said, "and there is no more revolutionary statement than 
that". He urged churches to examine their extensive investment portfolios so 
that they will not profit by the exploitation of others--whether in the U.S., 


southern Africa er elsewhere. 


The need for world development was underlined for representatives of 27 Pro- 


testant and Orthodox communions belonging to the World Council of Churches. 


The Rev. Dr. Roy G. Neehall, associate secretary of the Committee on Society, 
Development and Peace (SODEPAX), warned that millions who have been denied 
access to the decision-making process are ready to follow any ideology if it 
means food, work and money for poor people. The Rev. Dr. Alan A. Brash, di- 
rector of the WCC's Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service, 
charged that many governments use a "judicious system of financial advantages" 
to encourage churches to give money only to causes that will not upset the 


status quo. 


General Secretary Eugene Carson Blake reported to his fellow Americans that 
the World Council's composition was slowly changing and the centre of power 
and decision had gradually shifted from European and North American churches 
to representation from all six continents. Noting that American church sup- 
port to the WCC's general budget had also decreased, he said this was under- 
standable in view of the budget squeeze facing U.S. churches. However, it 
might be an index of "a gradual alienation from the world-wide Christian com- 
munity, very like the cultural and governmental alienation of the U.S. from 
the civic community of the world". This would be disastrous for both the 


ecumenical movement and the world, he said. 
EPS 
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CHURCH OF NORTH INDIA 

INVITES WIDER UNION 

Jullundur City, India (EPS) - The first synod of the Church of North India 

sent a message to Methodist, Baptist and Lutheran churches inviting them to 
participate in the new church to help realize that wider union that Christ 


wills for His church. 


Fraternal greetings were also sent to the bishops and members of the Roman 
Catholic Church. Noting that differences still exist both in doctrine and 
practice, the synod was encouraged that many Catholics share a "longing for 
continued reformation and renewal under the guidance of the Holy Spirit and 
according to the Word of God". It expressed the hope that God would increas— 


ingly lead all Christians to unity". 


The message to the Methodist Church in southern Asia expressed sadness at 

"the misunderstandings" that kept the Methodists from the united church and 
asked the church leaders to join in looking towards the future and in attemp- 
ting to cultivate mutual trust. The Baptists were told that the Church of 
North India was seeking to harmonize different elements in church order. They 
were assured that within the framework of diocesan councils and under the lea- 
dership of a constitutional episcopate, the rights and privileges of the local 


congregation would "always find their due place". 


A synod resolution expressed solidarity with the suffering people in East 
Pakistan and urged all_members to give funds and material relief. The offer- 
ings taken during the meeting were donated to the Indian Red Cross for the 
relief of sufferers. 


EPS 


MORE DARING WORSHIP URGED BY YOUTH 


Storkow, East Germany (EPS) - More prophetic preaching, more prophetic praying 
and a more critical attitude towards the act of worship are feseed in the Church 
today, according to 32 young people from Eastern and Western Europe who atten- 
ded a conference on "Worship as Political Involvement" arranged by the Ecumeni- 


cal Youth Council in Europe. 


Agreeing that the worship that takes place in any church on Sunday morning is 
"necessarily a political activity", the young people said the question was 
whether participants realized the extent to which traditional worship bolsters 


the status quo. EPS 
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U.S. CHURCHES PUBLICISE 
CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY 


New York/Atlanta, Georgia (EPS) - The Episcopal Church has been unable to re- 
quire the Kennecott Copper Corp. to make a "reasonably detailed" description of 
its anti-pollution efforts in annual reports. But the church and other minority 
shareholders were given 45 minutes of a three-hour annual stockholders meeting 
to present their case. 


Episcopal Bishop Francisco Reus-Froylan of Puerto Rico also asked the company 
not to launch any copper mining on the island without social, ecological and 
economic safeguards. In reply Kennecott's president Frank R. Milliken admitted 
"mining operations can have an impact on the environment". But he insisted, 
"we don't have a negative impact socially". 


Meanwhile officers of the United Presbyterian Task Force on Southern Africa ex- 
pressed satisfaction at the "surprisingly strong showing" made at the sharehol- 
ders' meeting of Gulf Oil Corp. All four of its proposals were rejected by 
heavy margins, but the Rev. Shelton Waters, task force chairman, said: "More 
than 2 million votes on two proposals says that our message on corporate res~ 
ponsibility is being heard". The proposal to establish a committee to study 
Culf's involvement in the Portuguese colony of Angola gained 2 million 


votes. EPS 


GROWING AGREEMENT ON EUCHARIST 


New York (EPS) - The growing consensus among North American Christians about 
the Eucharist was hailed by Charles Angell, editor of the ecumenical journal 
The Lamp, in an editorial appearing in the March issue published here. 


"We still have a long way to go", wrote Angell, "but let us rejoice that we 
have come this far together towards our common goal". He was commenting on a 
document drawn up by 19 Protestant, Orthodox and Roman Catholic theologians at 
the request of the Commission on Faith and Order of the National Council of 
Churches (USA). 


All agreed that Christ is "really present" in the Eucharist, Angell noted, but 

the manner of his presence is "not tacked down with the exactness characteris— 

tic of St. Thomas". The fact that the Eucharist is a sacrifice is also clearly 
recognized by all, he wrote, but this sacrificial nature must not conflict with 
"our common faith in the completeness of Christ's sacrifice on the Cross . 


In view of the vast difference between the four-times—a-year communion services 
in Southern Baptist churches and a papal solemn high mass, Mr. Angell wrote, 
"T am amazed that we have gotten this far". 


The subject of the Eucharist will be discussed by a committee of the World 
Council of Churches' Faith and Order Commission meeting in Louvain, Belgium 
from August 2 to 13. It will be considering a document titled "Beyond Inter- 
communion" published in 1969 plus developments in various countries since 


then. EPS 
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RELIGIOUS LEADERS COULD PREVENT 

VIETNAM BLOODBATH, LUCE HOLDS 

Geneva, May 19 (EPS) - Religious leaders in Vietnam hold the key to peace 

in a nation that has been rent by war and whose people have suffered torture, 
oppression and corruption, according to Don Luce, a World Council of Churches 


staff member who was recently expelled from South Vietnam. 


Speaking at a press conference here today, Luce said that because a number 
of religious leaders are on both sides of the conflict they have been able 
to gain the respect of their people but have made themselves enemies of the 


Saigon and American governments. 


He cited the influence the various religious leaders had in the last elections 
for the South Vietnam Senate where all three winning slates depended primarily 


on support from religious groups. 


Questioned by journalists on the influence of the religious leaders, Luce 
saidthey "offer a strong moral force to decrease the possibility of a blood- 
bath" and can "play an important role in bringing a compromise political 


settlement and peace". 


Luce, who has been in Vietnam since 1958 and who last year uncovered the no- 
torious tiger cages in the Con Son Island prison, said it was "important that 
the religious leaders be encouraged to meet together, talk over their problems 


and work together for peace". 


Speaking about political prisoners and alleged torture, Luce said there were 
at least 100,000 political prisoners in the various prisons, correction and 
detention centres throughout the country (other estimates have been in the 


region of 300,000-400,000). 


He said American officials were aware of the torture of political prisoners 
as there were American advisers attached to prisons and centres, and therefore 
America is "violating the Geneva Convention in turning prisoners over to the 


Saigon authorities". 


Corruption in Vietnam was on a large scale and the American presence did not 
help to solve it, Luce said. He advocated that all aid for reconstruction 
of Vietnam in the post-war period should be channeled through international 
groups to the Vietnam groups. Saying that this would help eliminate much 
of the corruption, Luce told a questioner, ''There are a number of capable 


Vietnamese leaders who are much better equipped than Western advisers". 
EPS 
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CHURCHES ENCOURAGED TO BRING 

RELIEF/RECONCILIATION TO SUDAN 

Geneva (EPS) - The Sudanese Government has encouraged the World Council of 
Churches and the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) to cooperate in 
efforts to bring humanitarian service, peace and reconciliation to the 


Sudanese conflict. 


A four-man joint mission of the World Council and the AACC visited Sudan 

last week. It had extensive discussions with the Sudan Council of Churches 
on the churches' role in providing relief to those displaced during the years 
of civil conflict. The possibility of assisting in reconciliation efforts 


was also discussed. 


In the conversation with government officials it was agreed that in the last 
instance, humanitarian service would only be possible and meaningful within 
a total context of peace and reconciliation. The World Council and the AACC 


were expressly encouraged to contribute to such overall efforts. 
EPS 


CARDINAL WILLIBRANDS HOLDS 

TALKS WITH GREEK PRIMATE 

Athens, May 17 (EPS) - Jan Cardinal Willebrands, president of the Vatican 
Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, arrived here today and began 
talks with Archbishop Hieronymos, Primate of Greece, in the course of 


which it is expected that the subject of church unity will be discussed. 


Cardinal Willebrands brought a message of greeting from Pope Paul to the 


Greek Primate. 


A spokesman for the Holy Synod of the Greek Orthodox Church said the talks 
were not a theological dialogue but rather "friendly contacts between the 


two churches during which the two sides will also discuss Christian unity". 
EPS 
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BLAKE GREETS OSLO DIOCESE 

ON 900th ANNIVERSARY 

Oslo (EPS) - Churches and theologians have not dealt adequately with the 
ideas and concepts of Darwin, Marx and Freud. Nor have Christian moral in- 
sights kept pace with the social problems created by exploding population 
and increased urbanization, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of 
the World Council of Churches, will state here tomorrow (May 21) at cere- 


monies marking the 900th anniversary of the Diocese of Oslo. 


In greeting the bishops, priests and people of the diocese, Dr. Blake pro- 
mises the Council's assistance in helping.the diocese to make Fis Lull con= 
tribution to the life and faith of the men and women of Oslo. At the same 
time he said the World Council needed the participation of the Oslo Diocese 


and others in the Church of Norway to fulfil its function. 


Noting that two world wars and the advent of nuclear weapons have made 
clearly inadequate the nationalistic and culturally bound and limited 
churches, Dr. Blake expresses the hope that the ancient heritage of the 
Norwegian church was "but prelude to new and renewed faith, hope and love 


stimulated by the fellowship of the 900th anniversary celebration". EPS 


PACIFIC CONFERENCE'S ASSEMBLY 

USES INDIGENOUS WORSHIP FORMS 

Suva (EPS) - Fiji's Minister of Labour, Ratu Edward Cakobau, KBE, opened 
the third assembly of the Pacific Conference of Churches. He addressed 
more than 100 delegates from all over the Pacific gathered at a large 


Methodist conference centre near here. 


During the two-week assembly delegates were scheduled to consider the mean- 
ing of faith, the role of the church in industrial areas and the meaning of 


baptism for the renewal, unity and mission of the Church. 


The Rev. Philip Potter and the Rev. Dr. Alan A. Brash, staff members of the 


World Council of Churches, addressed a large open air meeting on May 9. 


An interesting feature of the assembly was eight evening worship services 
using the customs, languages, dress, ceremonies and music of the various 
islands represented in the conference. Students from the Pacific Theolo- 


gical College in Suva devised the services. EPS 
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TWO THIRD-WORLD VIEWS OF WOMEN'S 

LIBERATION FEATURED IN RISK 

Geneva (EPS) - The contribution women are making to the liberation movements 
in Africa and the Middle East is described in the latest issue of RISK de- 


voted to the subject of women's liberation. 


RISK is published quarterly by an editorial group within the Programme Unit 
on Education and Communication of the World Council of Churches. The opinions 
expressed in the magazine do not represent the official position of the coun- 


ei... 


Miss Laila Khaled, writing from Beirut, says: ‘Women enjoy full equality 
with men in the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP); within 
the Front a woman can reach the highest posts of leadership commensurate with 


her abilities". 


Miss Khaled rejects the "sham image of freedom which the West is raining upon 
us day andnight", maintaining that the “sexual dimension" has come to "pre- 
empt the true significance of the liberation we are fighting for". She says 
that in the PFLP women's liberation "is part and parcel of the total efforts 
being made to liberate society from all forms of repression and exploitation, 
politically, economically and socially, and to free it from obsolete customs 


and traditions, all of which form the roots of man's chauvinism". 


Turning to the specific contribution of women she writes: "The Palestinian 
woman who has joined the revolution is daily giving an example to the Pales- 
tinian and Arab woman of how women...can decide for themselves, how they can 
be truly free without losing their 'honour' and how they can free themselves 


from man's tyranny and the tyranny of society in general". 


Miss Josina Machel writes that women have two roles in the Mozambique Libera- 
tion Front (FRELIMO). One is the mobilisation and education of the people, 
to increase their understanding of the war. This is done for everyone als 
though women have a unique opportunity to reach their own sex. Also women 
persuade other women to train as fighters, nurses and teachers. The presence 
of emancipated women bearing arms often shames the men into taking "a more 


ositive action", she reports. 
p > Pp 


Other articles in RISK focus on women's liberation and the Church and the 


situation of women in Scandinavia, the Netherlands, Germany and the USA. EPS 
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ASIAN, AFRICAN LUTHERANS HIT 

WESTERN INFLUENCE IN MISSION 

Tokyo (EPS) - Representatives of Lutheran churches in Asia and Africa chal- 
lenged the churches of Europe and North America to separate Christian mis- 
sion from Western and therefore foreign thought forms when transmitting 
Christianity to the Third World. They also called for a world-wide inves- 
tigation of the consequences for mission arising out of the encounter with 


socialism, especially Maoist socialism. 


These two requests were voiced during a consultation sponsored by the De- 
partment of Church Cooperation of the Lutheran World Federation which drew 
150 participants from 32 countries with Africans and Asians in the majority. 


Theme of the meeting was "Lutheranism in the Ecumenical Age". 


During the consultation it became evident that the older churches can learn 
from the younger ones in Africa and Asia how the Christian faith can assert 
itself among non-Christians. A growing self-consciousness was evident among 


the Third World churches. 


After a discussion on how to give greater independence to the younger churches 
while creating a closer fellowship in new form among all the churches, it was 
unanimously agreed that a "universal partnership" among all Christian churches 


was needed. 


The Commission on Church Cooperation, which met following the consultation, 
endorsed the idea of an Asia Centre for Advanced Studies that would prepare 
Asian leaders able to carry out the work of the Chur ch in the world; impart 
the scholarship to articulate intelligently their own environment in terms 
of their newly discovered Christian ideology; and develop a self-awareness 


and sense of responsibility to share their faith with others. 


The hope was expressed that construction on the new centre could start by 1974. 
EPS 


ROMAN CATHOLIC DELEGATION TO MOSCOW 


Rome (EPS) - Pope Paul has agreed to send a delegation to Moscow for the elec- 
tion of a new patriarch for the Russian Orthodox Church. Two members of the 
Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity have been named: Jan Car- 


dinal Willebrands, president, and the Rev. John F. Long S.J. 
EPS 
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RHODESIAN METHODISTS STAKE 

CLAIM TO PROTECT MISSION LAND 

Salisbury (EPS) - The United Methodist Church of Rhodesia has staked a claim 
to mine copper under its 2,400-acre tract at Arnoldine, half way between here 


and Umtali in eastern Rhodesia. 


The move was designed to safeguard the land and the people on it, so that any 
profits made would go to the church and people of Rhodesia. Mineral rights 
may be leased to a mining company if proper safeguards can be worked out. 


Preliminary tests show a likelihood of copper under the property. 


Several months ago the Methodists became aware that mining companies with 
stakes next to the Arnoldine mission might be planning to extract crude cop- 
per from beneath the church land. The mission is about a mile from the Bri- 


tish-Rhodesian mine complex at Lonrho and its subsidiary Corsyn. EPS 


W.S.C.F. ASIA GROUP ACTS 

ON EAST PAKISTAN, VIETNAM 

Hong Kong (EPS) - Human suffering and loss of life in East Pakistan, parti- 
cularly in the university community, drew expressions of deep regret from 
the Asia Committee of the World Student Christian Federation (WSCF) which 


held its third annual meeting here last month. 


A resolution passed by the committee urged members of the Student Christian 
Movements (SCM) in East and West Pakistan and India to find ways of getting at 
the "true problems and facts concerning the political situation in the sub- 


continent as a whole, so that peace and reconciliation may be established". 


A second resolution asked the WSCF to seek ways of bringing an early end to 
the expanded Indo-China War, and asked Don Borrie, general secretary of the 
New Zealand SCM, to coordinate activities towards this end among Asian 


students. 


After hearing reports from consultations of agricultural students and of 
medical students, the committee endorsed a proposal that medical and para- 
medical students continue exploring how professional skills acquired in 


university can be brought to bear on development problems in their countries. 
EPS 
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W.C.C. SPOKESMAN URGES JUSTICE 

FOR POOR OF THIRD WORLD 

Loccum, Germany (EPS) - In the practical application of development aid, 
serious and immediate attention should be given to assisting agencies and 
movements working for justice, liberation and self-reliance for the poor, 


who form the majority of the people in the Third World. 


This statement was made by Mr. C.I. Itty, an Indian layman who directs the 
Commission of the Churches' Participation in Development, an agency of the 
World Council of Churches. He addressed a consultation at the Evangelical 
Academy here organized jointly by the academy and the Office for Development 


of the Evangelical Church in Germany. 


Participants asked for more information on West Germany's development policy, 
financial aid for improving information work with oppressed groups in the 
Third World and a conference with representatives of these groups living in 


West Germany. EPS 


CHRISTIAN YOUTH OF MIDDLE EAST 
SEEK UNDERSTANDING OF ISLAM 


Cairo (EPS) - Christian education and training in an ecumenical perspective, 
the contribution young people can make to development and a Christians res> 
ponsibility in the social and political spheres were among the themes dis-— 

cussed by the Consultative Committee of the Ecumenical Secretariat for Youth 


and Students in the Middle East. Its annual meeting was held here last month. 


The participants outlined plans for a theological consultation at which Chris- 
tians in the Middle East could reassess their historical and theological re- 
lationships with Islam, as well as with the Jews. They also proposed student 
exchanges between the Middle East and the Maghreb to see the renewal of Islam 


and the effect of socialism in Algeria. 


Established in 1962 by the World Student Christian Federation and the Youth 
Department of the World Council of Churches, the Middle East Secretariat with 
headquarters in Beirut coordinates the work of young Christians of the Ortho- 


dox, Roman Catholic and Evangelical churches. 


Mr. Oscar Bolioli of the WCC Youth Department and the Rev. Risto Lehtonen, 


general secretary of the WSCF, took part in the meeting. EPS 
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EAST BERLIN SYNOD WILL HAVE OWN BISHOP 


East Berlin (EPS) - The Eastern Regional Synod of the Berlin-Brandenburg 
Church at its recent meeting here voted to separate completely from the 
West Berlin wing of the church and to elect its own bishop at an extraor- 
dinary synod next March. Members of the synod also agreed to join the East 


German Church Federation. 


The Eastern Region was the last unit of the East German churches to leave 
the Evangelical Church of Germany. Its bishop, Dr. Kurt Scharf, had con- 
tinued to head both parts of the synod even though not permitted to enter 
East Berlin; Bishop Albrecht Schonherr administered that part of the diocese. 


As of next year the split will be complete. EPS 


ASIA CHRISTIAN SERVICE STARTS 

SELF-HELP PROJECTS IN LAOS 

Vientiane (EPS) - An improved livestock breeding project and a village school 
conducted by the Evanglical Church of Laos have been added to the list of pro- 
grammes aided by Asian Christian Service in Laos for which the World Council 
of Churches is seeking funds. ACS, an agency of the East Asia Christian Con- 
ference, has been working in Laos since 1969, primarily giving emergency medi- 


cal assistance and relief to refugees. 


While these projects continue, some long-term medical and social welfare pro- 
grammes are being organized among the refugees, who number one-third of the 


country's 3 million inhabitants. 


A poultry farming cooperative is one of the self-help projects undertaken by 
ACS to supplement refugees' income. Eventually it may produce enough eggs 
to make imports from Thailand unnecessary. The Farmers' Training Centre in 
Savannakhet Province pioneered the training of 37 young farmers in raising 


field and feed crops, vegetables, pigs and chickens. 


In regions without public health services, such as Paksong/Lahanam and 
Puomachedy areas, ACS launched a campaign of medical care among a popula- 
tion of 50,000. Some 9,580 patients received treatment during the first 
quarter of 1971 and vaccinations were given against TB, polio and Diph- 
theria. Plans include a mobile health clinic for the medical team that 


works along National Route 13. EPS 
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Voices for the New Africa 


Kitwe, Zambia (EPS) - As nation after nation in 
Africa has attained independence it has need- 
ed the undergirding of a healthy Press. In the 
interests of self-reliance and nation-building 
the history of these countries had to be re- 
lived and rewritten. A literature was needed 
that reflected the pulse beat of changing times 
in the rhythms of newly liberated peoples. Who 
could better express these notions than the sons 
and daughters of the New Africa? 


Responding to these hopes and aspirations, the 
Christian churches established the Africa Lit- 
erature Centre here in 1959. 


Over the years it has pioneered formal training 
of Christian writers, journalists and artists 
for all of Africa. It now boasts 433 alumi. 
Many of them operate the religious and secular 
press, radio stations and publishing houses in 
the various African countries. 


Zambia's Minister of Information, Broadcasting 
and Tourism, the Hon. Sikota Wina, a former jour- 
nalist and newspaper editor, told a recent gradu- 
ating class at the Africa Literature Centre: 'A 
popular government without a popular and free 
Press is but a prologue to a farce or a tragedy". 
He also warned, ‘Journalists must live up to the 
established canons of their profession. A jour- 
nalist faces a big task in Zambia today because 
most people are becoming more and more literate 
and are able to read between the lines". 


Showing he was no stranger to the profession, 
the minister summed up: 'The world has been 
cruel to you, for the profession you are about 
to enter is perhaps one of the most misunder- 
stood, least lucrative, yet probably the most 
important and influential in an age where the 
written word has gained more power than the leg- 
Hisllaton % 


To these trials and expectations, the programme 
of the Africa Literature Centre is addressed, 
shaped and fashioned. While its 12 years of 
existence makes it hardly even a teenager, in 
terms of meeting felt needs, it has rendered a 
unique service. 


Through its residential training programme the 
centre equips commmicators with the basic skills 
they need to gather, report and edit the news 
and to produce newspapers and magazines, as well 
as books. A greater portion of their training 
is devoted to feature writing techniques and the 
art of interpretive and creative writing. 


In general, there are two four-to-six month resi- 
dential courses a year: January to June, Sep- 
tember to December. In between, its staff is 


available to conduct or assist in writers' work- 
shops in various parts of Africa. [En route they 
call on former students to give them the needed 
encouragement and nurturing. This also serves 
as a recruiting expedition since some workshop- 
pers may prove good material for residential 
training at the centre. 


Students taking the Art Course remain at the cen- 
tre for 15 mont. 


Trainee writers and artists have come from prac- 
tically every country on the continent, except 
the predominently Muslim countries north of the 
Sahara. Some have come from as far afield as 
India and Pakistan. 


These budding writers and artists bring with them 
their tribal heritage, denominational traditions 
and national patterns. To further complicate 
matters, these students represent various levels 
of academic qualifications and experiences. 


Understandably, this multi-tribal, multi-denomina- 
tional and multi-national family experiences more 
conflict than conformity, especially in the ini- 
tial stages. None finds it easy to admit he 
knows less than the other. At times, a simple 
question develops into a heated argument. A pro- 
fessional ‘question on the freedom of the Press 
invariably touches on sensitive areas of public 
policy. One feels he must defend his country's 
policy in the face of "outside attack". 


But this is part of the conmunication process. 
These young journalists are clearing the jungle 
paths on wnich better commmication lines can 
later be established. As long as these rivalries 
and national pride are kept in healthy tension 
they are a strength rather than weakness in 
breaking down barriers. These communicators 
meeting together, living together and studying 
and searching together for the answers to their 
many questions come to understand and appreciate 
the problems African nations face in striving to 
live in harmony. 


By the time of parting, friendships will have 
deepened even where bitter conflicts previously 
existed. This is often one of the greatest val- 
ues of the life and work of the Africa Litera- 
ture went nex 


Unlike other students at Mindolo Ecumenical Cen- 
tre, the journalism students work under extreme 
pressure. They most learn to type, to gather 
and edit the news and produce a fortnightly stu- 
dent newspaper, the ALC Drumbeat. They are pun- 
ished for failure to meet deadlines and rebuked 
by staff and fellow students for inaccurate re- 
porting. 


They were taught to be "'slow and sure" in their 

previous work experiences, but the profession 

for which they are preparing demands ''speed and 
(more) 


accuracy". 


Questions which never lend themselves to easy 
answers include "Should a journalist be a men- 
ber of a political party? Is there such a thing 
as Christian journalism? If so, how does it 
differ from sheer good journalism? What is the 
dividing line between objective and biased re- 
porting? What is truth? What does it mean to 
slant news to suit a local angle? Ilow can a jour- 
nalist operate in a country which is critical of 
the free Press? Can a Christian newspaper take 
sides? Can a journalist in developing countries 
afford the luxury of the freedom of the Press as 
enjoyed by his Western counterpart?'' Usually 
the answers are as divergent as the student body. 
In some cases this applies to the staff as well. 


Church's Contribution to Nation Building 


Since religious journalism is not as lucrative 
as Opportunities in secular or government agen- 
cies, there is a tendency for some top-flight 
writers trained at the Africa Literature Centre 
to spend a few years with church organisations 
and then to shift to the secular press, govern- 
ment information services or the ever-expanding 
industrial journalism. There is nothing wrong 
with this exodus. It is the Church's contribu- 
tion to national development. 


But as long as the churches believe they should 
remain in the communication business, they have 
no justification to make a poor job of it. They 
should be the pace-setters. Their mission is to 
motivate and attract the best talent possible or 
else quit business altogether. 


The question is often asked, "Should the Church 
continue to publish magazines or newspapers?" 
Can it afford the capital investment needed to 
buy the sophisticated printing equipment, and 
can it afford the high-quality personnel to com- 
pete with other organisations in the conmmica- 
tion field? 


The answer is decidedly yes. The churches have 
a vital role to play: to speak and help to 
shape a wholesome climate for decision-making in 
developing countries. Most young nations, with 
a few exceptions, are served by government-owned 
newspapers through the Ministry of Information. 
The staff therefore are compelled by the nature 
of their papers to conform to Civil Service re- 
gulations rather than to professional journalis- 
tic ethics. 


And since the present tendency is for a one- 
party State in the young and developing coun- 
tries, the opinion that people are given is us- 
ually the one-party view. This does not always 
promote a lively and representative debate on 
issues. 


While we do not advocate substitution by foreign 
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controlled newspapers, we feel a church-related 
press, if it is strengthened, can play the ne- 
cessary critical role. Target in East Africa, 
Moto and Umbowo in Rhodesia are playing this role. 


By the critical role we do not mean they should 
always oppose the government efforts. But they 
should be free to criticise where criticism is 
due and praise where praise is merited. To 
achieve this role, nothing but the very best of 
staff is good enough to man the religious press 
in the developing nations. 


Churches are therefore urged to reassess their 
priorities and strengthen their commmication 
budgets if they are to play their role in nation 
building and development. 


The publishing trend is toward ecumenical rather 
than denominational papers. The advantages are 
obvious. Higher circulations auger well for po- 
tential advertising revenue without which church 
newspapers cannot be strong. With more and more 
national leaders deciding the affairs and poli- 
cies of their denominations, the climate for 
ecumenical cooperation will be more favourable. 
Mindolo Ecumenical Centre on which ALC is loca- 
ted is an ideal place for such cooperation. 


The 17 students in the recent journalism course 
came from Lesotho, Botswana, Rhodesia, Malawi, 
Kenya, Cameroun, Ethiopia, Angola, Sudan and of 
course Zambia. The six students in the Art 
course came from Kenya, Nigeria, Congo, India 
and Zambia. 


Members of the staff include a Rhodesian, an 
American, a Britisher, a Canadian and Zambians. 


While the ALC training programme is no longer 
the only one preparing African journalists as it 
was ten years ago, it is still wmique in being 
pan-African and interdenominational. Because it 
has proved its value, there are already more than 
100 applicants for the 15 places in the residen- 
tial course starting next September. 


Ezekiel C. Makunike 
Director, Africa Literature Centre 


(Photos appeared in EPS THIS MONTH, May issue) 


Don Luce’s Farewell 


(Excerpt from his letter to Vietnamese friends 
prior to his departure from Saigon in May) 


Dear Friends, 


I must leave Vietnam. In departing, I leave be- 

hind my best friends as well as many of my most 

enjoyable experiences. Also some of the most sad. 
(more) 
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On April 17, I received a letter from the Minis- 
try of Interior ordering me to leave Vietnam be- 
fore May 16 "for special reasons". I have been 
told that the U.S. Embassy encouraged my expul- 
sion. It was dated one day after I took a staff 
member of Congressman McCloskey to an American 
Interrogation Center near the Phu Tho Race Track 
where I had heard that Vietnamese prisoners of 
war were being tortured. The American director 
of the Interrogation Center, Lt. Colonel Dickson, 
took my name. 


While we did not see anything at the Center, la- 
ter an American interrogator explained some of 
the things that go on there: 'There are about 65 
comMlSerOrstue prisonersyssiliersaid.. wlnescells 
measure one and a half meters by two and a half 
meters. The only lighting is from a narrow slit 
at the top. The mosquitoes are horrible. 


"The prisoners are fed twice a day", the inter- 
rogator continued. 'They are given rice and 
some vegetables. The ARVN soldiers won't eat 
the stuff. ‘It's disgusting’, they say. Each 
prisoner is allowed a drink - a couple of swal- 
lows - out of a dipper. Then the guard goes to 
the next cell and allows the prisoner there to 
drink from the dipper. 


"Just about every one of the prisoners has been 
tortured at one time or another by an ARVN", he 
said. 


When the prisoner arrives before his American 
interrogators, the American is very kind. He 
gives the prisoner cigarettes and water. but if 
the prisoner won't talk, he threatens to send 
him back to the ARVN interrogators. 


"They all talk - eventually", he said. 


I protest the fact that my countrymen are a part 
of the torture of anyone. I protest the dehu- 
manization that my country's officials have en- 
couraged and been a part of in Vietnan. 


Another reason for my expulsion, I believe, is 
that neither the U.S. nor the South Vietnamese 
government wants observers who might be critical 
here during the October presidential elections. 


When I return to America, I shall tell about the 
Tiger Cages at Con Son, the poverty in the refu- 
gee camps in Tam Ky and Tuy Iloa, and the rows of 
beds of war-wounded - sometimes two or three in 
a bed - throughout Vietnam...victims of a bomb- 
ing policy that does not distinguish innocent 
villagers from combattants. 


I came to Vietnam by chance more than 12 years 
ago. In college I roomed with some students 
from Malaya. They talked about life in the coun- 
tryside -- harvesting rice, flying kites, fight- 
ing fishes, and monkeys they had trained to climb 
coconut trees to get the coconuts and toss them 


down. I was intrigued and began to look for a 
way to come to Aisa to learn and be a part of 
this kind of life. International Volimtary Ser- 
vices (IVS) gave me that chance. 


I was given a choice between going to Laos as a 
mechanic or to Vietnam as a horticulturist. I 

came to Vietnam because I am a better horticul- 
turist than mechanic. 


1958 was a very good year for me. I went to Ban 
Me Thuot to work on the development of a better 
variety of sweet potatoes. I visited the vil- 
lages, talked with farm people in their homes, 
attended weddings, and went on picnics. In 1958 
I could go anywhere and find smiles and open 
doors. I did not worry about locking my door 
when I went out to the experiment station to 
work. 


I talked late into the night with farm people, 
village priests and monks about the problems of 
the time - where to dam the tiny stream to get 
irrigatio water to the vegetable plots, how to 
get some better varieties of fruit trees into 
the area, and whether rubber or coffee would be 
a better cash crop. During visits I often took 
along a few sweet potatoes of an improved varie- 
ty from the experiment station. One of the wo- 
men would cook them and we would all sit around 
eating from the pan of sweet potatoes and talk- 
ing about life in the village. 


The more Vietnamese I learned, the more I came 
to love Vietnam. And the more I learned of the 
problems. 


The workers at the experiment station weren't 
paid for four or five months. The money, I 
learned, was being used to finance a government 
official's plantation. I tried to protest this, 
but was told by the U.S. Embassy not to inter- 
fere in Vietnamese affairs. 


In 1961 I became the director for IVS in Vietnam. 
For seven years I worked with IVS volunteers and 
our Vietnamese co-workers in agriculture, teach- 
ing English in the high schools, and in commu- 
nity development projects such as digging wells 
and canals, building schools, etc. We worked 

on the introduction of onions and white potatoes. 
We joined education seminars and youth workcamps. 


These things were good and I felt the joy of co- 
operation and accomplishment. 


But in about 1965 things got progressively worse. 
More American soldiers came to Vietnam and the 
U.S. Embassy became more and more interested in 
using IVS members to "show Vietnamese what Ameri- 
can youth is really like". Don't bring in Asian 
volunteers, we were told. That doesn't help the 
"Image". 


In the delta, an entire island was defoliated by 
(more) 


U.S. airplanes. We asked that the U.S. govern- 
ment pay the farmers $10,000 for the watermelon 
plants destroyed. 'The whole dam country is 
not worth $10,000", I was told by a U.S. offi- 
Gils 


As time went on, IVS was pushed more and more 
into becoming a part of the "team". The U.S. 
soldiers created more and more refugees by 
search-and-destroy missions, bombing rural ham- 
lets and depriving the villagers of food 
through defoliation. IVS was asked to care for 
the refugees.... 


I returned to Vietnam in October 1968 after a 
year in the U.S. I learned that many of my 
friends were "in the jungle" or in prison. Many 
were also struggling in Saigon, Ban Me Thuot and 
Hue to bring about a better society. 


I was asked by the World Council of Churches to 
do a study on post-war reconstruction and the 
effects of economic aid. Almost everyone I met 
said: "You are doing nothing in talking about 
reconstruction unless you are also working to 
achieve peace". 


After nearly two years of research and attempts 
to get to Con Son prison island, I was asked to 
accompany two American Congressmen in July 1970. 
We found the Tiger Cages.... 


Now, as you know, new isolation cells, smaller 
than the old Tiger Cages, are being built by the 


United States. I am opposed to my country build- 


ing prisons for political prisoners anywhere. 


No foreigner can ever understand Vietnam. But I 
shall always consider myself lucky to have been 
a part of so many meaningful experiences with my 
Vietnamese friends. I have also suffered a few of 
the same difficulties. 

At Christmas, 1969, I was hit and slapped around 
by three policemen and one plain-clothesman be- 
cause I was part of a group which prayed for 


peace. After my trip to Con Son prison, an Ameri- 


can Embassy security officer made an investiga- 
tion on me including enquiries about whether I 
had ever had any contact with the National Lib- 
eration Front. Soon after that, a Vietnamese 
plain-clothesman started following me wherever 
I went. In December my landlady asked me to 
move because the secret police kept asking her 
who visited me and how long they stayed. She 
didn't want to get into trouble, she said. 


The Vietnamese government and U.S. Public Af- 
fairs Office refused to renew my press creden- 
tials. The U.S. government took away the pri- 
vilege of sending mail through the U.S. mail 
service in Vietnam and much of my international 
mail has never reached me.... 


I believe it is time for me and all foreigners 
to leave Vietnam. It is long past time. I have 
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confidence that you can solve your own problems 
by yourselves. You do not need advisors of any 
kind. I believe that peace will come to Indo- 
china only when we foreigners leave. 


As long as there are large numbers of foreigners 
here, there will be continued breakdown of the 
family structure. An unrepresentative govern- 
ment will be kept in power and protected by for- 
eign troops, foreign bombers and the bombardment 
from foreign warships. The ranks of the corrupt 
will increase and the poor will get poorer. 


The end of American involvement in Vietnamese af- 
fairs will be hard for many. The U.S. has creat- 
ed a dependency on its aid. There will be no gas 
for the Hondas; no spare parts for the TV sets. 
Jobs will be harder to find. There will be no 
big black shoes to shine, no foreign soldiers to 
serve drinks to and sleep with, and no olive drab 
uniforms to wash. 


But, I believe, Vietnam can tighten its belt. 
And it will be better off. I also believe that 
Vietnam will be better off if this happens now. 
You, the Vietnamese, are a strong people. I 
hope that my country's leaders will let you de- 
cide your own fate. 


I look forward to the day when I can visit a 
peaceful Vietnam and there will be no barbed wire 
spread across the streets, no American MPs 
searching Vietnamese and no frightened looks be- 
hind to see if the secret police are following. 


Then we will eat noodle soup at Pho 79 early one 
morning and take the bus through Dong Xoai and 
Dak Song to Ban Me Thuot and then across to Lac 
Thien and Dalat. We shall take a slow train 
ride down the mountain to Thap Cham and on to 
Qui Nhon, Quang Ngai and Hue. And then we shall 
go on to Dong Hoi, Vinh Thanh and Hanoi. 


Than Mén, 
Don Luce 
Ecumenical Press Service Correspondent 


Singing a New Song in Holland 


The Hague (EPS) - A new and unexpected renais- 
sance in hymm-writing is taking place in the 
Netherlands. 


The official hymmbook published by the Nether- 
lands Reformed Church in 1938 had followed a 
traditional Protestant pattern. Although not 
completely lacking in liturgical and ecumenical 
courage, the compilers were mainly concerned for 
the spiritual life of the individual and the de- 
nomination in determining its fom and content. 


After World War II a marked change took place. 
(more) 
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At the invitation of the Netherlands Reformed 
Church, a group of poets set to work on a new 
collection of metrical psalms, making use of the 
16th century Geneva tunes. These poets were 
subsequently placed at the service of an ecumen- 
ical commission for the metrification of the 
psalms. The result: most of the churches in 
the Netherlands now use this new metrical psal- 
ter. Although the Roman Catholic Church has not 
adopted it officially, it often borrows psalm 
versions for its liturgy. 


The poets' renewed interest in hymody has seve- 
ral causes. Their experiences during the war 
and in the resistance movement gave them a fresh 
understanding of the role of poetry and the need 
to relate it to contemporary events. Also the 
mass media including radio and television needed 
scripts beamed at the general public. 


This led to the birth of a new "'congregational" 
poetry. The best-known examples are by the poet 
Martin Nijhoff, author of three biblical plays 
for Christmas, Easter and Whitsuntide and a 
leader in the movement for a new psalter, to 
which he contributed seven metrical psalms be- 
fore his untimely death in 1953. 


As they worked on the psalms, the poets "'disco- 
vered" the canticles, not only the New Testa- 
ment songs of Zechariah, Mary and Simeon (Bene- 
dictus, Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis), which 
had formed part of the Church's song for cen- 
turies, but also the songs of Miriam and Moses 
(Exodus 15), Hannah (I Samuel 2) and Ilabakkuk 
(ch. 1). Other biblical passages also were 
suitable for singing either in metrical versions 
or in a rhythmic form such as Gelineau's. 


Greater attention was paid to biblical and lit- 
urgical themes than to those of individual spi- 
ritual life. Consequently the poets have re- 
cently been accused of eliminating "pietism"' 
and "methodism'' in the interests of "objecti- 
vity". There is no substance to this charge. 
The new ecumenical hymmbook due to appear in 
the spring of 1972 will contain a great many 
Latin and Greek, English, German, French and 
Scandinavian hymns in translation including a 
number of pietist hyms. Furthermore, poets 
such as J.W. Schulte Nordholt and Huub Ooster- 
huis have composed new hynms expressive of a 
profoundly personal piety. But these do not 
predominate. What chiefly interests the poets 
is the biblical and liturgical, the ecclesias- 
tical and ecumenical. 


New Hymms 


A commmal, "congregational'' hymody is impos- 
sible without a commmity to receive, practise 
and test the new hyms. A number of experimen- 


tal parishes have come into existence clustered 
around certain of these poets who are vicars or 


pastors. Composers assist them on the musical 
side. In other places lay poets were assigned 

to parishes where the pastor was interested in 
liturgical renewal. In still other cases pastors 
simply introduced into their services new, al- 
ready-published hyms. By the time it appears, 
the new ecumenical hymbook will have undergone 
a testing process. 


It will, moreover, be no more than a provisional 
collection, accepted as such by a number of Pro- 
testant churches (including the two largest, the 
Netherlands Reformed and the Reformed Churches 
in the Netherlands, as well as the Lutheran and 
Armenian churches). After an experimental per- 
iod, this collection will be revised in the 
light of criticism and published for use in the 
churches. Some people already say that it would 
be premature to publish a definitive hymbook so 
long as liturgical poetry is still flowering. 


Many Protestant hymns appear in Roman Catholic 
parish hymbooks in Holland and Flanders (Igna- 
tius de Sutter), just as Catholic poets have 
contributed to the Protestant hymbook. Colla- 
boration between Protestant and Catholic poets 
and composers has proved increasingly fruitful 
as these artists have rediscovered the kerygma- 
tic and liturgical role of hyms. 


As far as Protestant churches are concerned, the 
kind of service which used to consist of a ser- 

mon with the prayers and hyms simply underlin- 

ing the preacher's words is found less and less 

these days. 


The essentially corporate nature of worship is 
recognized and the value of the Western litur- 
gical tradition is being rediscovered. The van 
der Leeuwstichting Institute, which is seeking 
to establish new contacts between art and the 
Church, has published a proprium de tempore en- 
titled The Breath of the Year containing litur- 
gical suggestions for every part of the Chris- 
tian year and an ecumenical ordinariun which had 
its origin in several of the experimental 
parishes. 


Groups are now at work creating new foms of 
communal expression. This requires something 
quite different from devout or didactic songs. 
Liturgical renewal, like the use of the verna- 
cular, has given rise to certain specific pro- 
blems in the Roman Catholic Church. Experience 
has shown that translated texts sound stilted, 
do not read well, are not suited to the rhythms 
of speech. This is why metrical hymns are of- 
ten preferred for congregational singing. 


And so a new awareness of the creative value of 
the hymn is emerging. It is God who “inhabits 
the praises of Israel". As the psalmist speaks 
out of the very depths of despair (Ps. 22) he 
is led towards faith in God and praise of God. 
Doesn't this picture fit our own situation 
(more ) 
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exactly? 


The absence of God, the death of God, the soli- 
tude of man in a meaningless existence! Yet in 
our tired churches, dejected and reduced to in- 
effectiveness, might not the poets become the 
singers of a new generation, one that sings as 
it seeks? This is the situation often depicted 
in the Old Testament: encounter with God in the 
wilderness, praise uplifted from the very depths, 
the people glorifying God's name in exile. 


Among the major authors of the new hymns are Dr. 
W. Barnard of the Leeuwstichting Institute men- 
tioned above; Father J.M. Naastepad, vicar of 
the experimental Araumah Congregation; Huub Oos- 
terhuis, vicar of the student parish in Amster- 
dam; Dr. K. Heeroma, attached to the Chapel of 
the Holy Spirit in Groningen; Dr. Jan Wit of Os- 
terbeck; Dr. J.W. Schulte Nordholt, professor of 
American history at Leyden; and Ad den Besten, 
translator of many German hymns. 


In addition to writing hyms, some poets are 
producing songs for children to give them a 
place in the worship service. The poets Bar- 
nard and Wit, but particularly poetess Hanna Lan, 
have composed some beautiful children's hymns. 


Is there any music to match the new poetry? 
Since contemporary music is even more esoteric 
than present-day poetry, the poets began by 
setting their words to old popular tunes or 
classical German, English and French hym tunes. 
Tunes have been composed in the Schiitz Style lor 
in the impressionistic style. At present com- 
posers are exploring new ground and have already 
discovered ways to give wings to the church's 
praise as it soars towards the Kingdom of God. 


Particularly noteworthy are composers Willem Vo- 
gel, Fritz Mehrtens and Bernard Juijbers, the 
latter taking his inspiration from the Gregor- 
ian mode. Some composers are giving serious at- 
tention to liturgical music not simply as an ar- 
tistic form but also as a commmnal practice, by 
composing tunes both for the hyms and for the 
new forms of ordinaria or fixed liturgy. 


Gerrit Messie 
Pastor, Netherlands Reformed 
Church, Zwolle 


(Translated from the French by WCC Translation 
Department) 


To Serve Is to Risk 


Nyborg, Denmark (EPS) - Churches may not become 
a political party but they must take sides in 
support of concrete human beings and concrete 
measures, Bishop Werner Krusche of Magdeburg , 


June 1971 


East Germany, told the 380 delegates to the Sixth 
Assembly of the Conference of European Churches 
(CEC) held here recently. 


iis keynote address entitled "Servants of God, 
Servants of Men" set the tone for the eight-day 
assembly which drew Christians from every East- 
ern European country except Albania. Even more 
inclusive than the World Council of Churches , 
CEC now has in its membership either a Protes- 
tant, Anglican, Orthodox or Old Catholic church 
from every country of Europe. 


Expressing his own belief in the need for both 
charitable and political diakonia or service, 
and an eagerness to overcome the traditional di- 
vision between "'service of God" and "service of 
the world", Bishop Krusche made no attempt to 


mask the fact that differences of opinion existed. 


"Reconciliation does not mean removing the dif- 
ferences", he said, "but discussing the differen- 
ces with one another under the transforming sign 
of the divine Yes. While not removing the dif- 
ferences, reconcilation does remove the enmity 
in then. The struggle must not be conducted as 
if the ultimate objective were the destruction of 
the opponent; its aim must be a new fellowship 
With him''. 


Like all Christians in socialist countries Bishop 
Krusche is constantly obliged to examine the spe- 
cifically "Christian" motivation for and mode of 
serving society. A church which risks nothing, 
which is unwilling to put its life in jeopardy 
and fails to do what it has an unconditional ob- 
ligation to do for man is useless for service, 

he maintained. Just because it is intent on sur- 
vival, it has outlived its usefulness. 


Underlining the need for the European churches to 
set an example in terms of "co-existence, mutual 
relationships and cooperation", Bishop Krusche 
called for "a combined general war on poverty, 
hunger, disease and ignorance to promote deve lop- 
ment in the young nations of the so-called Third 
World". He said the churches' role here should 
be one of "educators of conscience and sensiti- 


vity". 


Echoing the findings of the 1970 Montreux Consul- 
tation on Development, he pointed out that the 
industrial countries are still underdeveloped in 
their willingness to make effective sacrifices 
for the needy countries. 


"The churches cannot ignore the fact'', said Bi- 
shop Krusche, "that if there is to be greater 
social justice, a change in social structures is 


necessary...to promote development therefore means 


to promote change in the power structures instead 


of helping to reinforce the unjust existing struc- 


tures''. This means development has a political 

dimension. He also said it was necessary to pre- 

vent what happened in the case of mission from 
(more) 
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happening in development, namely the transplant- 
ing of confessional and European differences to 
other parts of the world. 


Throughout the assembly-reference was continual- 
ly made to Bishop Krusche's pace-setting address 
in the work of the five sections: 'Theology of 
Service and the Contribution of Theology", the 
"Service of God", "Churches and Christians at 
the Service of Society", ''Peace and Reconcilia- 
tion in Europe" and the "Future Task of the 
Church". His thoughts also appear in the mes- 
sage addressed to the member churches. 


"Tt is not for the Church to prescribe techni- 
cal, political or diplomatic solutions", says 
the message, 'but it is its duty to promote all 
plans which give hope for better international 
relations in Europe....Work for a future free 
from fear of war must begin by taking account of 
the realities of the political situation and be 
ready to construct a permanent peaceful order in 
Europe, providing safeguards for the legitimate 
interests of all concerned". 


Concern for Peace 


The concern for peace in Europe will remain on 
the CEC agenda as one of the two working groups 
approved for the next period. It will be dis- 
cussed with the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs (CCIA) of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, the Committee on Society, Deve- 
lopment and Peace (SODEPAX) between the World 
Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic 
Church, as well as with the Christian Peace Con- 
ference (CPC). 


At Nyborg the delegation of the Russian Ortho- 
dox Church suggested there should be closer co- 
operation between CEC and the CPC, because the 
latter "has increasingly become not merely a 
catalyst of Christian efforts for peace, at a 
world level, but also a forum where Christian 
responsibility for the maintenance of peace and 
for struggle against the forces making for war 
finds ever new theological grounds and practi- 
cal emphasis". This proposal was submitted to 
the CEC Presidium and Advisory Committee for a 
detailed examination. 


Relations with the Roman Catholic Church, repre- 
sented at Nyborg by five "fraternal delegates", 


should also be strengthened, the assembly agreed. 


Relations between Catholics and the member 
churches of CEC had considerably improved in re- 
cent years and this "led these churches to a 
deeper awareness of their common responsibili- 
ties in the service of God and men". ''The sit- 
uation in Europe today calls for a genuinely 
united witness on the part of all Christian 
churches". 


Financial Situation 


One topic which preoccupied CEC delegates through- 
out the entire meeting, but which was not dis- 
cussed until the very end, was the serious finan- 
cial situation. Pessimists feared that this would 
lead to the dissolution of CEC at the Sixth Assem- 
bly. Although these fears were not confirmed, the 
delegates were forced to cut the programme to an 
absolute minimun. 


When the assembly opened Dr. Glen Garfield Wil- 
liams, general secretary, had noted that many cri- 
tics still regard CEC as a “luxury This; he 
said, was because its purposes and aims ''are 
either misunderstood, not accepted or felt to be 
of little worth". Thus financial support was not 
forthcoming. By the assembly's conclusion all 
delegates, and especially those from Eastern Eu- 
ropean countries, agreed that it was essential 
for CEC to exist. A new annual budget of 280,000 
Swiss francs was approved. Only two of the four 
proposed working groups will be continued, that 
on peace in Europe and one on dialogue between 
Christians of East and West. All documents from 
the general secretariat will be published in Ing- 
lish only. 


As a result of its Sixth Assembly, the Conference 
of European Churches now joins those organisa- 
tions dedicated to helping create those struc- 
tures which, according to Bishop Krusche, "most 
closely correspond to the kingdom of God...in 
which partnership can be a reality and where au- 
thority and power are used not to freeze entren- 
ched positions but rather to continue development 
in the service of man, and therefore to provide 

a maximum of justice and spiritual freedom". 


Tatjana Athanasiadis 
WCC Staff Writer 


(Translated from the German by WCC Translation 
Department) 


Refugee Relief, Church 
Union Make Headlines 


Geneva (EPS) - The Christian churches' response 
to emergencies in East Pakistan, Turkey, Sudan 
and Laos dominated the religious news last month. 


As the torrent of refugees pouring into India 
from East Pakistan passed the 2 million mark 
requiring aid assistance from governments as well 
as voluntary agencies, the Commission on Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) 
of the World Council of Churches announced that 
$170,000 had been pledged and received in res- 
ponse to its appeal for $500,000 issued May 17. 
(more) 
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Miss Frances Martin and Mr. Stanley Mitton of 
the CICARWS staff left May 24 for New Delhi to 
get a firsthand view of relief operations being 
carried out by CASA (Christian Agency for Social 
Action) at 14 refugee camps in India. 


At the request of the government and in accor- 
dance with its plans, CASA is striving to extend 
its feeding programme from the present 62,000 to 
about 100,000 refugees. Some 500 large tarpau- 
lins have been provided for shelter purposes as 
well as blankets and clothing. Three mobile 
medical teams are at work and a similar mmber 
are being equipped. 


CASA field staff from all over India have been 
pressed into service in the camps in the border 
states. There they work alongside other relief 
agencies and volunteers from the YMCA, schools 
and the CASA youth prograrme. They also coop- 
erate with the Lutheran World Federation's Cooch 
Behar programne. 


Following the May 22 earthquake at Bingol in 
northeast Turkey, which took a toll of 1,000 
lives and destroyed 90% of the town, CICARWS 
issued an appeal for $50,000. The German chur- 
ches, both Protestant and Roman Catholic, im- 
mediately airlifted 200 tents to the scene and 
4,000 blankets and other supplies. Metropoli- 
tan Meliton of Istanbul, a vice-chairman of the 
WCC Central Committee, was asked to visit Bin- 
gol on behalf of the Council to assess further 
needs. 


The Sudanese Government welcomed a delegation 
from the World Council of Churches and the All 
Africa Conference of Churches which visited the 
country last month to discuss the churches' role 
in providing relief to those displaced from 
their homes during the years of civil strife. 

It was also agreed that humanitarian service 
would only be possible in the context of peace 
and reconciliation. 


In Southeast Asia, long-term medical and social 
welfare programmes are being organized by Asian 
Christian Service (ACS) among Laotian refugees 
who number one-third of the country's 3 million 
population. A poultry farming cooperative is 
one of the self-help projects to supplement re- 
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of North India sent a special invitation to Me- 
thodist, Baptist and Lutheran churches to con- 
Sider joining their newly formed union church. 
In sending fraternal greetings to the Roman Ca- 
tholic Church the synod prayed that God would 
"increasingly lead all Christians to unity". 


Another Faith and Order question scheduled for 
re-examination in August at the Louvain meeting 
of the 135-member Faith and Order Conmission is 
inter-cormmion. Is it possible for the Bucha- 
rist to bring together those who are divided? 
the commission members will ask. Or is the Eu- 
charist rather a sign of the unity once given? 


The study titled "Beyond Inter-conmunion" which 
will serve as the basis of discussion Says the 
celebration of the Eucharist not only makes 
manifest the healing powers of Christ in our 
present separated state, but at the same time 
marks the goal of the Church's mission in the 
world. 


In the United States a group of 19 Protestant, 
Orthodox and Roman Catholic theologians have 
drawn up a document agreeing that Christ is 
"really present" in the Eucharist and that the 
Eucharist is a sacrifice. But, they say, this 
sacrificial nature must not conflict with "the 
completeness of Christ's sacrifice on the Cross". 


The most recent isssue of the WCC publication 
RISK devoted to women's liberation scans the 
contribution women are making to liberation 
movements in the Middle East and Africa. And an 
article by American Davida Foy Crabtreee on 'Wo- 
men's Liberation and the Church" concludes: "... 
the status of women in the Church is no better 
than her status in the larger society. In both 
contexts she is seen as servant to man (secre- 
tary, housekeeper, flower arranger , baby-sitter) 
and is assumed to have no other interests, ta- 
lents or abilities. As we scan the culture, we 
become aware that the Judaeo-Christian heritage 
has in fact been one of the major causes of wo- 
man's present condition". 


In greeting the 900th anniversary celebration of 
the Diocese of Oslo, Norway, Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, general secretary of the World Council of 


0 C JM ‘ Churches, expressed the conviction that two world 
fugees' income. In regions without public wars and the advent of nuclear weapons have made 
health services ACS has launched a campaign of nationlistic and culturally bound churches inade- 
medical care including vaccinations and treat- quate. He voiced the hope that the ancient heri- 
ment of disease. An agency of the East Asia tage of the Norwegian church was "but prelude to 
Christian Conference, ACS has been working in new and renewed faith, hope and love stimulated 
Laos since 1969, by the fellowship of the anniversary celebration". 


Encouraging news on the church union front came 
from Great Britain where the assemblies of both 
the Presbyterian and Congregational churches 

voted to unite their two bodies. A special as- 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, 

preached on Ascension Day in the ruins of St. 

Nalvard Church. He expressed "a deep longing 

: : : that there very soon may be reached a full sac- 

sembly next year will constitute the new 'United ramental fellowship" between Anglican and Luther- 
an churches. Then he took communion in the Lu- 


Reformed Church". 
Meanwhile in India the first synod of the Church theran Communion Service. EPS 
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Periscope 


2,900th Anniversary of Iran 


Eleven Christian churches in Iran have joined to form an ecumenical committee coordinating the churches' 
participation in festivities marking the 2,500th anniversary of monarchy in Iran due to be observed of- 
ficially in mid-October. Already a centenary Christian centre in Teheran is providing information about 
the churches; a series of popular lectures on 'The Christian Tradition in Iran" is planned for Septem- 
ber; and an ecumenical worship service is scheduled for October 9 in St. Joseph's Cathedral, Teheran. 
Among churches cooperating are the Evangelical Church, the Armenian Apostolic, the Episcopal, Greek and 
Russian Orthodox and several Catholic groups. 


One Mission for Indonesia 


Among the actions taken by the recent Seventh General Assembly of the Council of Churches in Indonesia 
was a directive to the Central Committee to start an All-Indonesia Ecumenical Mission Board. In addi- 
tion to encouraging cooperation and starting new progranmes of joint action for mission among the 
churches, it will take a look at how theological schools prepare missionaries. A Development Centre 
was also approved to train development workers, evaluate development projects and coordinate work with 
the government and the churches, including the Roman Catholics. 


More Bibles for Czechoslovakia 


The Czech authorities have granted licence for the importation of 70,000 Czech Bibles (Kralice Version) 
to be distributed through 11 Protestant denominations under an agreement worked out by the Czech Coun- 
cil of Churches. The Orthodox Church has received 800 copies of a very rare edition of the New Testa- 
ment in the Slavonic language through the good offices of the Rev. Sverre Smaadahl, European secretary 
of the United Bible Societies. 


U.S. Best-seller 


The American Bible Society's modern English translation of the Bible, Good News for Modern Man, recently 
passed Dr. Benjamin Spock's Baby and Child Care as the best-selling paperback book. More than 25 mil- 
lion copies of Good News have been sold compared to Spock's 24.1 million. 


Ecumenical Radio Workshop in kenya 


Roman Catholic priests and nuns, Lutheran pastors, a Seventh Day Adventist and a Church Amy captain 
were among the 50 students at a two-week radio workshop concluded recently at the All Africa Conference 
of Churches Training Centre in Nairobi. Instructors came from the Voice of Kenya, Kenya Institute of 
Mass Communications and the University's School of Journalism. Emphasis was on actual experience in 
interviewing, reporting and preparing music and talk shows. A 24-week course for radio and television 
writers and producers serving the church starts this month. 


People in the News 


Two U.S. denominations have elected women as their leaders for the coming year. Mrs. Marcus Rohlfs of 
Seattle, Washington, was elected without opposition to the presidency of the American Baptist Conven- 
tion at its annual meeting in Minneapolis. She is the fifth woman to head the church. Mrs. Lois Il. 
Stair of Waukesha, Wisconsin, was elected moderator of the United Presbyterian Church, the first woman 
in the church's history to hold this post. 


Bishop Abel Muzorewa, head of the United Methodist Church in Rhodesia, was declared a prohibited im- 
migrant in Mozambique by Portuguese officials who would not let him attend a four-day conference in Beira. 
He was to have been the main speaker at the Evangelical Association, an interdenominational group. Mr. 
Everson Chikwanha, African editor of the Methodist Church's monthly Umbowo, has beencharged under Rhode- 
sian security laws with publishing subversive statements and must appear in Umtali regional court this 
month. 


Bishop Gottfried Noth, Lutheran bishop of Saxony and presiding bishop of the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in East Germany, died on May 9 at the age of 66. He had been a member of the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches since 1954, and had been vice-chairman of the Federation of Protestant 
Churches in East Germany since its founding in 1969. 
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John Taylor, secretary of film and visual arts for the World Council of Churches, was the subject of,an 
hour-long telecast by the Columbia Broadcasting System (USA) on May 23 marking World Commmication Day. 
Entitled "Images, Symbols and Voices", the programme featured the work of Taylor as artist, photographer, 
animator and filrmaker. It also examined the problems of worldwide, cross-cultural communication in 
which he has been a pioneer during his 18 years with the WCC. 


Two Russian Baptists have arrived in Sweden to study at the Baptist seminary in Bromma. They are Yev- 
geny Ivanov of Odessa and Vasily Kalugni of Kiev. 


Dr. Mikko E. Juva, president of the Lutheran World Federation, has been elected president of the Univer- 
Sity of Helsinki where he has been vice-president since 1968 and professor of church history since 1962. 


The Rev. George H. Dunne S.J., secretary of the Committee on Society, Development and Peace (SODEPAX), 
is the first Roman Catholic to contribute to the series of Bible studies entitled Word for the World 
published by the Bible Reading Fellowship of London. He wrote reflections on the Book of Amos for each 
day of August. 


Mr. Charles P. Lutz, a Lutheran layman with theological training, has become director of the Lutheran 
Selective Service Information, a new office of the Lutheran Council in the USA. His office will serve 
as a clearing house for alternate service opportunities for conscientious objectors. Mr. Lutz was for- 
merly Associate Executive Secretary of the New York Office of the World Council of Churches. 


Dr. Leon Sullivan, a black Baptist minister of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (USA) who is a director of Gene- 
ral Motors, sided with the Episcopal Church when its proposal to have GM withdraw from South Africa 

came before the recent stockholders’ meeting. The Rev. John Ilines, presiding bishop of the church, told 
the meeting: "We have assisted in increasing the strength and control of the racial dictatorship". 


Father Chrysostomos Alemangos, a Greek Orthodox priest, has been barred by court injunction from continu- 
ing to serve the church at Wollongong south of Sydney, Australia, after he accused Metropolitan Ezekiel, 
Archbishop of Australia and New Zealand, from betraying the church by participating in an ecumenical ser- 
vice attended by Pope Paul last December. 


Father Philotheos Karanitsos, pastor of a Greek Orthodox parish in New York City, has been elected a 
bishop by the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. According to Archbishop Iako- 
vos, he is being consecrated this month at the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New York and an episco- 
pal assignment will be made later. 


Ted Studebaker, an American who worked for the Brethren Volunteer Service in Vietnam,.was killed April 
25 when the residence of the Vietnam Christian Service unit at Di Linh, South Vietnam, was shelled, 
blasted and raided presumably by Vietcong soldiers. Surviving is his wife of one week, Ven Pak, a vol- 
unteer from Asian Christian Service. 


The Rt. Rev. John Brooke Mosley, president of Union Theological Seminary in New York City and chairman 
of the Department of Communication of the World Council of Churches, was awarded the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Laws by Temple University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (USA) on May 27. 


Bishop Tibor Bartha, president of the Reformed Church of Hungary, has been elected to Parliament and to 
the State Council in national elections which took place April 25. Also named to Parliament was Bishop 
Zoltan Kaldy, senior bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Hungary. The State Council performs 
the functions of a president in the Hungarian system of government. 


"Set the Date'' 


The United Methodist Board of Missions has become one of the first church agencies in the USA to endorse 
"Set the Date Now'', an interreligious campaign to end the war in Vietnam by December 31. It also urged 
clergy, staff and members of the church to go to Washington, D.C. on June 8 to take part in a programme 
planned by the anti-war lobby. 


Theology in North East Asia 


North East Asia is no different from the rest of the world when it comes to theological polarization, 

as 50 theologians from Taiwan, Japan and Korea discovered when they attended the Second Assembly and 
Study Conference of the North East Asian Association of Theological Schools in Seoul last month. One 
group, emphasizing the vertical dimension, sought the solution to present-day confusion in a renewed 
emphasis on worship, conversion experience and traditional church activities. Another group, stressing 
the horizontal, insisted the validity of theology was found in the existential situation and in social 
involvement. Responding to challenges from WCC staff member Robbins Strong, Dr. Shoki Coe of the Theo- 
logical Education Fund and U Khaw Than of the East Asia Christian Conference, the group suggested an 
exchange professors' programme and regional and national programmes to review the contemporary situation. 
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Two Grants for Programme to Combat Racism 


The Primate's World Relief and Development Fund of the Anglican Church of Canada has allocated $20,000 
to the WCC's Programme to Combat Racism (PCR) indicating that half was to go to the Special Fund and 
half to research projects. This is the first grant from an Anglican Church. Simultaneously the Council 
for Christian Social Action of the United Church of Christ (USA) announced a grant of $500 "'symbolically 
and literally representing the profits made by the churches from Gulf 0il stock''. In presenting the 
check to the Rev. Andrew Young, a member of PCR's Advisory Commission, a United Church spokesman said 
the gift symbolized support for the people of Angola who are fighting for their independence as well as 
opposition to Gulf's role as an agent supporting Portugal. 


In Germany the Church of the Palatinate will organize collections and appeal for individual contributions 
to the humanitarian work of PCR. No church tax money will be used. The Evangelical Church of the Augs- 
burg Confession in Austria rejected any grant to PCR but said it would look for projects "that overcome 
the polarisation of the races". 


Lutheran youth in seven European countries have asked the Lutheran World Federation to work with libera- 
tion movements in southern Africa in accordance with resolutions passed at last year's Evian Assembly. 
They also termed the present form of youth participation in the LWF inadequate. 


Russian Students at Ecumenical Centre 


Three representatives of the Student Council of the USSR visited the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva on 19th 
May to question staff of the World Council of Churches on the aims and programmes of the ecumenical 
movement. Discussion focussed on changes emerging in the world of education, the churches' response to 
the struggles of the racially oppressed for economic justice, and the contribution of youth to the life 
of the churches. 


Back to Church for Panthers? 


Huey Newton, co-founder of the Black Panther Party in the USA, says the militant group is changing its 
tactics and will henceforth avoid police confrontations, encourage church attendance and seek new sup- 
port within the black community. In a lecture sponsored by a group of theological schools in the San 
Francisco Bay area, he said: "We lost the favour of the black community and left them behind. Now 
there's been a change in the makeup of the central committee and a change in thinking. We'll operate 
within the system so we can change it. It is wrong to say the system can't give us anything because it 
iS just hottrue™, 


Madagascar Says Please Stay 


The National Council of the Church of Christ in Madagascar recently affirmed that mission is a work that 
engages all Christians. Thus missionaries should be looked upon not merely as specialist assistants but 
as "ambassadors of the Lord Himself sent to fulfil a task for which they have been called''. The council 
was reacting to press reports that the church would no longer employ missionaries. Non-nationals pre- 
sently working in the church include 25 missionaries, eight voluntary workers and 12 young people doing 
alternative service overseas. 


Women Ministers for Zambia? 


The Synod of the Anglican Church of Zambia at its meeting in Lusaka the beginning of May passed resolu- 
tions stating that women could be recruited and trained for the ministry in the same way as men and au- 
thorizing women as "lay preachers" in the diocese. The practice of paying catechists was discontinued. 


Ecumenical Hospital in Congo 


One of the most impressive experiments in ecumenism in the Congo is the 280-bed hospital at Boende where 
the staff consists of three Protestantdoctors, four Roman Catholic nuns and a team of Congolese nurses. 
In existence for four years, the hospital board is composed of three Disciples of Christ, three Catho- 
lics and three representatives of the government. 
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Photo Oikoumene 


Ravaged by war for more than 20 years, Vietnam knows what suffering is. Recently large tracts of land 
have been devastated by modern chemicals in an attempt to flush out the Vietcong. People are now asking: 
is it eventide for Vietnam? 


Opposite Page: (880) Don Luce, WCC staff member who was expelled from South Vietnam after 13 years of 
social work there, speaks at a Press conference in Geneva (see page 4). (881) 'The Rising Stars", boys 
group from Multimedia Zambia, perform an African war dance as part of their cultural show during a re- 
cent tour of European countries. (882) Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the WCC, greets 

some of the Zambian boys with Father Carriere, their tutor. Multimedia Zambia is sponsored by the Ro- 
man Catholic and Protestant churches and is currently engaged in joint radio and newspaper production. 


Back Page: (883) Nairobi aerial photograph shows cramped slum area next to recent company housing. The 
Christian Council of Kenya is working actively to improve the living conditions of slum dwellers. 

(884) Conditions around the fringe of Nairobi are among the worst in Africa. (885) Donna Haldane, an 
American Presbyterian, works with a team of Kenyan and European social workers to improve the life of 
squatters. (886) Children of Nairobi slums at a keep-fit class. (887) The Christian Council of Kenya 
has promoted cottage industries enabling many slum dwellers to obtain money to survive. Here a lady 
weaves a Classical African cotton which will most likely end up as a dress in a fashionable boutique. 


PERISCOPE (continued from page 13) 


Hong Kong Social Service 


The green light has been given for construction of the United Christian Hospital in the new industrial 
zone of Kowloon. This is the first joint venture between Protestants, Roman Catholics and the govern- 
ment of the crown colony. The Hong Kong YMCA is engaged in a project known as the Garden of Young Peo- 
ple or "Wu Kwai Sha Youth Village" which cares for more than 5,000 children. Spread over a vast plot 
of ground, the 66 buildings of the multi-purpose centre include science laboratories, fully equipped 
Classrooms for domestic science and manual training, libraries, an auditorium and restaurant facilities 
for visitors. It stresses the importance of open-air education. 


U.S. YMCA Ventures into Politics 


The National Council of the YMCA (USA) has called for "complete withdrawal of all military forces from 
Vietnam...at the earliest possible time". A resolution calling for withdrawal by December 31 was de- 
feated. The final version approved by 450 delegates pledged the organization's support for "reconstruc- 
tion of the lives, land and property in any part of Indochina where such assistance is requested". 


Milestone for East German Publisher 


In the last 25 years the Protestant publishing house in East Berlin has issued almost 2,500 books, in- 
cluding 400 volumes of Protestant theology. At the anniversary celebration the publisher reported 
printing 2.9 million copies of the Protestant hymnbook, 1.7 million catechisms, 1.1 million teaching 
aids for confirmation classes, 340,000 copies annually of the watchwords of the Moravian Brethren and 
1 million copies of the calendar Sun and Shade. 


New Architecture Magazine 


"Should we still build for the Church?" asks a new ecumenical magazine on architecture and art titled 
Art and Church. Incorporating the Austrian magazine Christian Art Pages, the ecumenical venture, based 
in Linz, Austria, is staffed by Protestant and Catholic theologians, architects and artists from Aus- 
tria, West Germany, Switzerland and the Netherlands. 


Advice on Mixed Marriage 
An information service on the problems of mixed marriages and models for the joint instruction of those 


about to marry is proposed by a group of Protestant and Roman Catholic clergymen in German-speaking 
Switzerland. Leaders of the group are Dr. Marga Buhrig, Prof. John Feiner and the Rev. Paul Frehner. 
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SCIENCE /TECHNOLOGY STUDY WILL 

BE SHAPED BY WORKING GROUP 

Geneva (EPS) - A leading urban planner of Latin America and the former presi- 
dent of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) are 
among those scheduled to attend the Working Committee on Church and Society 
of the World Council of Churches. The meeting, to held in Nemi, Italy from 
June 20-26, will set priorities for a three-pronged study on Science and 


Technology. 


Dr. Jorge E. Hardoy, director of the Centre for Urban and Regional Studies in 
Buenos Aires and recently the visiting professor of urban studies in Latin 
America at Yale University (USA), will participate in the discussion on "Eco- 


nomic Growth and the Environment". 


Prof. Bentley Glass, vice-president of the State University of New York and 
former president of AAAS, is one of three panelists on "The Social Responsi- 
bility of the Scientist". Joining him will be Prof. Charles Birch, biology 
teacher at the University of Sydney, and Dr. B.C.E. Nwosu, lecturer in phy- 


sics at the University of Nigeria in Nsukka. 


The WCC's Central Committee at Addis Ababa approved the general outlines of 
the Church and Society study which grew out of last year's exploratory con- 
sultation on Science and Technology. The overall subject has now been di- 
vided into three parts: "Science and thé Quality of Life", "Political and 
Economic Choices in a Technological Era" and "Images of the Future--the 


Sources of New Vision". 


Addis also asked the Church and Society Department to undertake a new study 

on violence and non-violence. Mrs. Hildegard Goss-Mayr of the International 
Fellowship of Reconciliation will be one of six consultants at Nemi to help 

the committee see how the churches might aid the search for strategies of 


action that will minimise the violence in conflict situations. 


Building on the exploratory conference, the Working Committee will pick up 
several issues not dealt with then, including a critique of technology voiced 
by the counter-culture such as artists, filmmakers, composers, writers and 


youth. Images of the future will be debated at Nemi by Dr. Theodore Roszak, 


author of the best-selling paperback The Making of a Counter-Culture; Dr. 


Theodore Gill, director of the Society for the Arts, Religion and Contemporary 


Culture in New York City; and Dr. Ignacio Sotelo, Marxist sociologist teaching 


(more) — 


No. 14 - 3rd June, 4971 3 


at Berlin's Free University. 


"We feel that the ecumenical perspective on the ecological problem is impor- 
tant if only to avoid the introverted and one-sided approach developing in 
some countries of Europe and North America", stated the Rev. Paul Abrecht, 
secretary of the Church and Society Department. "Also until there is clari- 
fication of certain moral and theological attitudes towards nature and its 


use, the whole ecological debate will remain fruitless". 


The Working Committee will therefore be asked to help prepare regional con- 
ferences for Asia, Africa and Latin America in which scientists on those 
continents can diagnose their own situation and alert churches there to the 


possible consequences. EPS 


ITALIAN METHODISTS DEMAND GREATER UNITY 


Rome (EPS) - The Federation of Protestant Churches in Italy is but a stage on 
the road to the full unity of all Italian Protestants, according to the Metho- 
dist Church in Italy. The annual conference held at Ecumene, a youth centre 
near here, suggested to other Federation members (Baptists, Waldensians and 
Lutherans) that a deadline be set for achieving full unity, even if this can 


only be done in stages. 


The Rev. Gordon Rupp, former president of the British Methodist Conference, 
said the only alternative open to Italian Protestants was either to achieve 


unity or become a sect. 


The synod also authorized every lay preacher to distribute Holy Communion and 
re-elected the Rev. Mario Sbaffi as president of the church. EPS 


W.C.C. SEEKS TO EXTEND SPANISH PUBLICATIONS 


Geneva (EPS) - The possibility of publishing World Council of Churches materials 
in Spanish was explored by Mr. Martin Conway, WCC publications secretary, during 
a recent visit to Spain. In talks with religious publishers, editors of jour- 
nals and religious journalists, he told them of the Central Committee's inter- 
est in having WCC materials in the Spanish language. Although sales of reli- 
gious literature have decreased in Spain and Latin America in recent months, 

the publishers -- most of whom are Roman Catholic -- agreed to include WCC 


materials in their lists. 
EPS 
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VIENNA CONFERENCE TO EXAMINE 

WOMAN'S IMAGE IN MASS MEDIA 

Geneva (EPS) - The use of scantily clad women to sell everything from liquor 
to automobiles,-the portrayal of housewives as robots to clean the house and 
tend the children, and the limiting of job opportunities to typist/secretary 
are some of the topics that will be discussed at the first European church- 


sponsored consultation on the 'Image of Woman in the Mass Media". 


Professional women engaged in the print and visual media will be among the 
leading speakers at the conference scheduled for Vienna June 14-19. Sponsored 
by the Women's Ecumenical Liaison Group, official agency for cooperation on 
women's questions between the World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic 
Church, the conference will draw 120 women from Protestant, Roman Catholic and 
Orthodox churches throughout Europe. There will be token representation from 


the United States, Africa and Latin America. 


A panel discussion on the main theme will feature Mrs. Anne Allen, a 
sociologist who writes a column for London's 5-million-circulation Sunday 
Mirror and appears regularly on radio and TV; Mrs. Waltraut Blain (Schmitz- 
Bunse), broadcaster for 13 years with West German Radio in Cologne; and Mrs. 
Edith Erlenbauer-Worschitz, head of the Women's Department of the Austrian 


Broadcasting Corporation. 


A second panel on "Christians and the Mass Media'' will have as speakers: the 
Rev. Patrick McEnroe of the British Broadcasting Corporation's Religious De- 
partment; the Rev. Jean-Marc Chappuis, editor of the Geneva weekly newspaper 
La Vie Protestante; Father René Berthier of Paris, secretary general of the 
Federation of Social Communication Agencies (F.0.C.S.); and Dr. Stefanie 
Prochaska-Czechenherz of Vienna, coordinator of radio and TV programmes of 


the Evangelical Church in Austria. 


The conference will open with a visual and spoken presentation on "The Mass 
Media and their Power in a Pluralistic and Planetary Society". And results 
of a TV survey conducted in France by members of Jeune Femme and the National 


Council of Catholic Women will be presented by Mrs. Geneviéve Poujol. 


The conference has two purposes. Participants will try to see how society 
views women and the evolutionthat is rapidly modifying their economic situa- 


tion, way of life and human relations and the solutions to the new problems 
(more) 
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created by this evolution. Since the mass media are a mirror of public 
opinion as well as a moulder of it, they have been chosen as the means of 


sensitizing church women to what is happening all around them. 


Secondarily the media will be seen as a channel for Christian witness. 
Whether it be books, newspapers, films, radio or television, it can be a 
tremendous force for rediscovering the human values which are lacking so 


much of the time. 


Near the end of the conference, the participants will meet in national 
groups to decide what new relationships they wish to pursue with the media 


in their own home settings. 


The Women's Ecumenical Liaison Group was officially appointed in 1968 by the 
WCC Executive Committee and the Vatican Council on the Laity. Prior to 
this Catholic and WCC women's groups had held two consultations (at Crét- 
Bérard in 1966 and Taizé in 1967). Co-chairmen of the group, who will 

also chair the Vienna Conference, are Dr. Marga Buehrig of Ziirich, a Pro- 
testant theologian who is co-director of the Evangelical academy "Boldern- 
haus Centre", and Miss Maria del Pilar Bellosillo of Madrid, president 

of the World Union of Catholic Women's Organisations with headquarters in 


Parisi EPS 


NEW RUSSIAN PATRIARCH ENTHRONED 


Moscow (EPS) - Metropolitan Pimen of Kroutitzy and Koloma was today (Thurs- 
day, June 3) enthroned Patriarch of the Russian Orthodox Church in the large 


blue-and-gold domed Yelokhovsky Cathedral here. 


The new Patriarch, who is 61, became the fourth leader of the Russian Church 
since 1918, when the see was revived for the first time after its abolition 


by Peter the Great at the beginning of the 18th century. 


He was elected by the 75-member Holy Synod, which met this week at the ancient 
St. Sergius Monastery at Zagorsk near here, to fill the vacancy caused by 


the death of Patriarch Alexei in April 1970. EPS 
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MODERN EXPERIENCE OF SALVATION 

IS THEME OF C.W.M.E. ASSEMBLY 

Annecy, France (EPS) - The role of modern theological ideas of salvation and 
the personal and group experience of salvation in relation to the Church's 
mission were discussed here last week by a staff working party of the WCC's 


Commission on World Mission and Evangelism. 


The meeting was called to see how these vital issues could become part of the 
Commission's assembly due to be held next year in Indonesia with the theme 


"Salvation Today". 


In some parts of the world social and political emancipation is interpreted 
as salvation as was the Old Testament prophetic message of social righteous- 
ness. The assembly will seek to relate this idea to the crucifixion of 


Jesus and those who suffer because of their witness today. 


The working party also discussed the relation of the Christian to the com- 


munity in which he lives and discussions with people of other cultures. EPS 


STUDY CENTRES CONSIDER 

POSSIBILITIES FOR DIALOGUE 

Hong Kong (EPS) - Christian study centre leaders have said that dialogue with 
men of other religions and secular faiths is necessary if the spiritual forces 


of all religions are to be harnessed and God's mission in the world accomplished. 


Meeting here for a five-day consultation sponsored by the World Council of 
Churches were 32 directors of Christian study centres located in 10 develop- 


ing countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America. 


In an 'aide memoire' the directors said that dialogue with other religions 
provides unprecedented opportunities to rediscover the meaning of mission in 
a world-wide context. While dialogue created the risk of mutual conversion, 
it is one that must be taken, given the kind of multi-religious society in 


which most people now live. 


The directors also said the humanitarian concerns of Marxists and humanists 
should be of interest to the study centres since they may help "Christians to 


respond more authentically to the modern world". 


The various study centres have been asked to help Christians who live in a 


society undergoing rapid social change so that the Christian faith can express 
(more) 
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itself in new patterns. They can also deepen the Church's understanding of 
the sacred and the secular in local culture and so help a more creative res- 


ponse to the contrasting religious traditions in which people live. EPS 


PACIFIC CONFERENCE VOTES 

UNIFIED STRUCTURE, NEW HEAD 

Suva (EPS) - A new structure, new officers and new patterns for action were 
decided at the Second Assembly of the Pacific Conference of Churches (PCC) 


meeting at Davuilevu, near here. 


The Pacific Conference of Churches will now bring together several programmes 
for better coordination and effective action. Included are the Pacific Is- 
lands Christian Education Council, which becomes a programme unit of the PCC 
for Christian Education, as do the existing committees on Christian Communi- 
cation and on Family Life. Two new programme departments are to be formed in 


Faith and Action, and in Church and Society. 


The assembly named a new Secretary-elect: the Rev. Ta Upu Pere of the Cook 
Islands. He has been invited to succeed the Rev. Setareki Tuilovoni of Fiji, 


whose four-year term of office expires at the end of 1971. 


Mrs. Fetaui Mata'afa of Western Samoa was named permanent chairman of the 
Executive Committee for the next five years, while the Honorary Treasurer 
is Mr. Inia Vukialau of Fiji. The Executive Committee is made up of repre- 


sentatives from each programme and from most island territories. 


During a fortnight of meetings in which challenges to individual Christians 

and to the churches of the Pacific were closely examined in the light of "God's 
Purpose for His People", two ideas came to the fore: the indigenization of 
forms and styles of church life, and the unity which Pacific churches are 


facing in unique ways. 


Special recognition was given to the organic union of churches in Papua-New 
Guinea and the Solomon Islands which provides encouragement for closer rela- 
tionships between churches in other Pacific areas. Practical problems of 
tourism, home life, jobs, and the growth of new communities and urban centres 


were other concerns. 


U Kyaw Than, secretary of the East Asia Christian Conference, said at the 


closing session, "God's plan is to bring all creation together with Christ 


W 
as head’. EPS 
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PEACE IS POSSIBLE NOW, 

CHRISTIANS AT PARIS SAY 

Paris (EPS) - "Peace is possible now..." That was the conclusion of the 200 
Christians gathered here May 21-23 for the International Assembly of Chris- 


tians in solidarity with the Peoples of Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. 


The participants, coming largely from the USA and Indochina but also from 
Europe, Latin America and Africa, said four conditions are indispensable: 

(1) the US Government must fix "an early date for the total withdrawal of all 
its own and its allies' armed forces"; (2) the "right of self-determination 
of the South Vietnamese people" must be recognized, and "support for a regime 
that does not have the confidence of the South Vietnamese people" must cease; 
(3) US "aggression against Cambodia and Laos and interference in the domestic 
affairs of these countries" must stop; (4) "violations of the sovereignty and 


security of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam" must be ended. 


The presence throughout the meeting of South Vietnamese Buddhists was high- 
lighted by a final address by a Buddhist monk, the Venerable Thich Thien Chau, 
chairman of the Overseas Vietnamese Buddhist Association, and the assembly 
concluded with an optional Eucharist, concelebrated by North and South Viet- 


namese Roman Catholic priests, a US priest and a French bishop. 


Observers from the WCC were Dwain Epps of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs and Canh Nguyen Tang, secretary for Indochina of the 
Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service. EPS 


GERMAN MISSION GIVES PROFITS 

TO PAY NEW GUINEA NATIONALS 

Neuendettelsau, West Germany (EPS) - Mission agencies in Europe should pro- 
vide the churches in New Guinea with funds to pay local people working for 
the church, the Rev. Wolfram von Krause, director of the Neuendettelsau Mis-— 


sion Society (Lutheran), said on his return from a visit to New Guinea. 


Heretofore the mission has paid the salaries of foreign personnel, leaving the 
New Guinea church to pay indigenous personnel. This has resulted in the loss 


of good workers trained at great cost. 


As a first step towards implementing a new policy, the Lutheran Mission in New 
Guinea has decided to turn over to the national church the profits from its 


five plantations there, thus providing a fairer wage for nationals. EPS 
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W.C.C. ISSUES FRESH APPEAL 

FOR EAST PAKISTAN REFUGEES 

Geneva (EPS) - The Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
(CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches has made a new appeal to the 
Council's 252 member churches and their related agencies for funds and medi- 
cal supplies, including one million doses of cholera vaccine, to help the 
Indian churches care for refugees from East Pakistan. Of the 4.5 million 
refugees, who have crossed into India from East Pakistan, an estimated 3,000 


had died of cholera by June 9. 


CICARWS has already forwarded $125,000 to the Indian churches" relief and 
development agency, CASA, which has five Indian medical teams at work in 
West Bengal. Operating in close cooperation with the government, CASA is 
distributing milk and doing medical work among more than 100,000 refugees in 


West Bengal and plans additional work in the restricted area of Assam. 


In addition to the relief and medical teams CASA is staffing an after-care 
hospital in the Bongaon area and has provided 300,000 bars of soap and 500 
tarpaulins to refugees. P.C. Joseph, CASA's representative in Calcutta, is 
working day and night coordinating supplies and the many volunteers who have 


offered to work in the refugee camps. 


A three-month emergency programme is projected, including the distribution 
of more than 150,000 pieces of clothing. The CASA office in New Delhi hopes 
to field another medical team and add volunteers to,the feeding and medical 
programmes. Cost of the programme is put at $325,000 but each day brings 


fresh requests for assistance requiring continual boosting of this figure. 


Because many refugees are likely to be in India for some time, CASA is al- 


ready considering a possible rehabilitation and resettlement programme. 


Two CICARWS staff members, Miss Frances Martin and Stanley Mitton, just re- 
turned from a two-week visit. to: the refugee camps, said the CASA operation 


was integrating very well with government plans. 


Mitton reported more than 30 refugee camps in 24 Paganas District alone. 
"They are full to overflowing", he said, "and I saw long columns of refugees 
still streaming across the border". The size of the problem staggers the 


imagination. "No one really appreciates just what it means", he said. 


"Many of the refugees in West Bengal are children and old people", according 


‘ ? J ' vy ie > 


_ (more) | 
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to Miss Martin. ''Most possess only a sleeping mat and a cooking pot; some 
nothing at all. In addition to the sickness they bring, the condition of 


the camps and the water supply problem is adding to health difficulties". 


In its latest appeal, the World Council of Churches urged agencies not to use 
money collected for relief work in East Pakistan following the cyclone disas- 
ter last November, since that situation still has to be dealt with when entry 


t Paki i ible. 
to Eas akistan 1s possible EPS 


DIALOGUE PRIORITIES SET 

BY AD HOC WORKING GROUP 

Jongny-sur-Vevey, Switzerland (EPS) - A Christian-Muslim dialogue and conver- 
sations with Africans to see how their traditional religions understand life 
and community and history are top priorities for 1972, an ad hoc Working Group 


on Dialogue said here last week. 


Other programme priorities suggested by the group are dialogue between Chris- 
tians and Marxists and a multi-lateral meeting of Hindus, Buddhists, Christians 
and Muslims similar to one held at Ajaltoun, Lebanon in March 1970 but with 

the addition of Jews. However, the latter may have to wait until 1973 depend- 
ing on the availability of personnel and funds, according to Dr. Stanley J. 


Samartha, director of the dialogue sub-unit of the World Council of Churches. 


Plans for continuing Christian-Jewish dialogues are already well under way, 


Dr. Samartha reported. 


The Central Committee at Addis Ababa last January outlined three issues requir- 
ing study: (1) the fundamental theological implications of dialogue; (2) the 
relation between dialogue, mission and witness; and (3) the relationship of 
dialogue to the process of indigenisation or how the Gospel can be expressed 


through cultural and intellectual forms familiar to each particular country. 


The new World Council structure approved at Addis Ababa lodges the dialogue 
concern within the Programme Unit on Faith and Witness and calls for a sub- 
unit to deal with it. At Jongny the Working Group suggested several different 
categories of members for* the future committee. These include specialists in 
the study of religions, theologians, social scientists, missiologists, cultural 
anthropologists and experts in ideologies. Some people of other living faiths 
and ideologies will be guest participants. 


The new sub-unit committee, to be named in 1972, will also have representatives 
(more) 
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of Unit I on Faith and Witness, the Commission of the Churches on Internation- 
al Affairs, the world confessional bodies, regional councils of churches and 


Roman Catholics. 


Some of the primary functions of the sub-unit will be to assist the churches 
to engage in dialogue in local situations, to promote conversations beyond 
the local level, to further reflection on the relation between dialogue and 
witness, to foster wider world relationships between Christians and people of 


other faiths, and to stimulate inter-disciplinary and cross-cultural studies. 


"The relationship of dialogue to mission and witness is one aspect of our con- 
cern", said Dr. Samartha. "But people are also asking about the implications 
of dialogue across cultural lines. They see it as a way of building world 
community and erasing the barriers that divide man from man and nation from 
nation. We must see how to include youth and omens as well as people living 


in revolutionary situations in Latin America and elsewhere". aa 


DR. BLAKE VISITS ALGERIAN PRESIDENT 


Geneva (EPS) - On the invitation of Algerian authorities, Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, will be received 


by President Houari Boumedienne in Algiers from June 10th to 13th. 


The meeting has been carefully prepared by preliminary contacts. It takes 
place in the context of concerns shared by the Algerian government and the 
World Council. These include dialogue between Christians and Muslims, which 
involves both theological aspects and human problems common to all men, and 


the struggle for liberation from all forms of oppression and injustice. 


On his visit, Dr. Blake is accompanied by Clement Barbey, assistant to the 
general secretary; Dr. Leopoldo Niilus, director of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs; and Dr. Stanley Samartha, associate sec— 
retary of dialogue with men of living faiths and ideologies. They will meet 
with leaders of the Christian communities in Algeria and take part in an 


ecumenical service of worship on Sunday in the Reformed Church. EPS 
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L.W.F. PRESIDENT DEFENDS 

AID TO FRELIMO 

Oslo (EPS) - The Lutheran World Federation's decision to donate to humanitar- 
ian programmes in Mozambique did not mean support for the political aims of 
the organisation helped, the federation's president, Prof. Mikko Juva said 


here June 7. 


But Prof. Juva told the LWF Executive Committee, "I personally would be willing 
under certain conditions to support even a political programme, provided it 
does not include the use of violence. However, I know many Lutheran Church 
bodies would strongly object to the use of undesignated church funds for 


clearly defined political purposes". 


The LWF is this year donating $92,000 (about 39,000 sterling) to help people 
in “areas liberated from colonial rule", mainly in Mozambique (EPS THIS MONTH, 
May issue). Its programme will be operated primarily in cooperation with the © 
Mozambique Liberation Front (FRELIMO) and its welfare wing, the Mozambique 


ims eLeEmee.. 


Prof. Juva said the federation had given humanitarian aid to victims of ra- 
cial discrimination since 1964 and added: "Support of this kind will always 
have political repercussions. The oppressed need help not only physically 


and spiritually, but also to attain their political aspirations". 


Dr. Andre Appel, LWF general secretary, stressed the need for Western churches 
to listen more closely to the voices of Africa, Asia and Latin America, an 


emphasis of the recent Tokyo meeting of the Commission on Church Cooperation. 


He also called for a study of the LWF's relationship to the World Council of 
Churches in view of the high ecumenical priority set by last year's Evian 

Assembly. The present task, he said, is to determine the complementary rela- 
tionships of various world organisations and thereby seek to avoid undergird- 


ing the "false alternative between the so-called 'evangelicals' and the ‘ecu- 


menicals'". 


EPS 


MIGRANTS WILL SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES 


Geneva (EPS) - A committee of migrant workers from the Maghreb, Portugal, 
Spain, Italy and Greece is planning a consultation for April 1972 that will 
bring together some 50 workers employed in Great Britain, France, Germany and 
Switzerland to discuss common problems. The preparatory committee met for 
the first time June 5 under the auspices of the Churches Committee on Migrant 


Workers in Western Europe. EPS 
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CHURCH OF SCOTLAND TO EXAMINE 

INVESTMENTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Edinburgh (EPS) - A petition calling on the Church of Scotland to withdraw all 
its investments~in South Africa to indicate its disapproval of the government's 
policy of apartheid was rejected by the church's General Assembly meeting here. 
The petition presented by Mr. Graeme Law, a student at Edinburgh University, 
denounced the activities of certain munitions and aircraft manufacturers such 


as Imperial Chemical Industries and Hawker Siddeley. 


But the assembly showed sympathy for the intent of the petition by authorizing 
the Church and Nation Committee to make its own investigation of investments 
in southern Africa. The committee was further asked to look into the possible 
redeployment of church investments to assist the economies of underdeveloped 
countries. And sympathy was declared for Christians opposing racial oppres- 


sion in their own homelands. 


After hearing an impassioned plea that the Church should become a political 
lobby for those who have no voice, the assembly resolved to take up the cause 
of the poor, the unemployed, the aged and those on small, fixed pensions. It 
urged the government to see that the burden of inflation is shared by all 


sections of the community. 


A controversial report "Keeping Pace with Tomorrow" was adopted. It advocated 
significant changes in the Church's priorities and structure and pinpointed 
industry, education, communication and the mass media, and politics as areas 
for missionary priority. Implementation of such new priorities would mean a 


considerable redeployment of personnel and resources. EPS 


INTER-CHURCH FILM GROUP MAKES AWARD 


Cannes, France (EPS) - During the recent international film festival here the 
Interfilm Award for 1971 was given to "The Go-Between", a British-made film 
directed by the American Joseph Losey. Speaking on behalf of the internation- 
al, inter-church film organisation, Mrs. Mady de Tienda of France said the 
film "makes masterful use of the vantage point of innocence to demonstrate the 
oneness of life, the inter-dependence of people, the betrayal of trust, the 
intensity of passion and the frailty of the heart"'’. A vote of commendation 
went to "Johnny Got His Gun", written and directed by another American, Dalton 
Trumbo. The International Catholic Film Office gave its prize to the Hungar- 


ian-made "Love" directed by Karoly Makk. EPS 
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E.K.D. COUNCIL ASKS STUDIES 

ON VIOLENCE, RACIST STRUCTURES 

Frankfurt (EPS) - The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) has 
instructed its Office for Public Responsibility to conduct basic studies on 


violence and racist structures. 


The question of violence has preoccupied church circles in western Germany since 
the launching of the World Council of Churches' Programme to Combat Racism in 
1970. The problem of racist structures was taken up by the Synod of the EKD 
three months ago in response to a request made by the WCC's Central Committee 


at Addis Ababa in January. 


The Central Committee asked member churches to "investigate and analyse the 
military, political, industrial and financial systems of their countries to 
discover and identify the involvement and support provided by those systems 

in perpetuation of racism and racial discrimination in the domestic and foreign 
policies of their countries". This would include government securities or in- 
dustrial participation in projects in the Third World sponsored by colonial or 


racist regimes. 


An interim report on the studies, or at least the procedures being followed, 
is expected at the next meeting of the EKD Synod in November, which is presided 
over by Dr. Ludwig Raiser, a Tiibingen lawyer who also chairs the Office for 


Public Responsibility. EPS 


TWO U.S. CLERICS ATTEND 

TRIAL OF JOHANNESBURG DEAN 

Washington, D.C. (EPS) - Two Episcopal clergymen from the US who went to South 
Africa to attend the trial of the Anglican dean of Johannesburg, the Rev. Gon- 
ville ffrench-Beytagh, said the government was mainly interested in intimida- 


ting black people and silencing dissenting voices. 


Upon their return here Bishop William Creighton and Dean Francis Sayre of Wash- 
ington Cathedral told a press conference they believed the Anglican dean's only 
offence was that he sought to alleviate the suffering of the victims of apart- 


heid and to help the families of the imprisoned to survive. 


When Dean ffrench-Beytagh appeared in Johannesburg court on May 30, he was 
further remanded until June 30. Mr. D.W. Rothwell, senior public prosecution, 


said a full indictment would be set forth then. He is accused of taking part 
(more) 
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in banned organisations. 


While in Johannesburg: the two American clerics together with Judge William 
Booth of New York were held for 20 minutes and questioned by police as to 

their identities. They had gone to a Bantu "pass court" which tries blacks 
accused of violating apartheid laws. Visitors are not permitted. 


EPS 


W.C.C. PIONEER URGES CHRISTIAN 

COOPERATION AT GERMAN RALLY 

Augsburg, Germany (EPS) - Christians need not wait until the churches have 
achieved full ecumenical fellowship before they join together in common tasks, 
Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, honorary president of the World Council of Churches, 
told a capacity crowd in Rosenau Stadium attending the final ecumenical Whit- 


suntide Rally on May 30. 


Opened by the pealing of bells in all 80 Augsburg churches, the service pro- 
ceeded under the leadership of Bishop Hermann Dietzfelbinger, president of the 
Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany, and Julius Cardinal Dépfner, 
president of the German Catholic Bishops' Conference. It was the climax of a 
three-day festival replacing the annual Protestant-sponsored Kirchentag. More 
than 7,000 ecumenically minded Christians took part in six study groups held 


during the weekend. 


When the whole world is undergoing a great crisis affecting the very foundations 
of society, said Dr. Visser 't Hooft, how could the Church expect to be exempt 
from tremendous tensions? The question is whether the Christian faith "gives 


us a way of overcoming the crisis". 


As part of the service, brief reports from each of the study sections were read. 
They included a call for full support of the WCC's Programme to Combat Racism 
on the ground that the churches should express solidarity with the oppressed 
and exploited people of the world as they struggle to change unjust social 


structures. 


Other sections urged the churches to show forgiveness for divorced people who 
remarry and in the case of mixed marriages to exert no moral pressure on either 


party as to the baptism and religious instruction of their children. 


One section said Christian churches should not prohibit their members from 
taking communion in other churches, recognizing that to do so did not mean 


surrendering their own understanding of the meaning of the sacrament. EPS 
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RUSSIAN SYNOD LIFTS ANATHEMAS 
AGAINST "OLD BELIEVERS" 


Zagorsk, Russia (EPS) - The Local Council of the Russian Orthodox Church which 
concluded here last week unanimously voted to lift the anathemas against the 
"Old Believers".- It acted on the recommendation of Metropolitan Nikodim, head 
of the Department of External Church Affairs, who spoke in the name of the epis- 
copal commission that had examined the matter. 


The anathemas were pronounced by the Council of the Russian Orthodox Church in 
1667 and led to successive waves of persecution. The action lifting them was 

held to underline the unity among Russian Orthodox believers even though they 

may use a variety of rites and practices. 


The Local Council, which met at St. Sergius Monastery here, consisted of 233 
members representing 67 dioceses within the USSR and 12 dioceses or parishes 
abroad. Present as guests were representatives of two groups of "Old Believers", 


one of which has no priests. EPS 


INDONESIAN CHURCHES ASK IMPARTIAL ELECTIONS 


Djakarta, Indonesia (EPS) - Christian church leaders have asked the government \ 
to put a stop to pressure being exerted on the people of Indonesia to support 
the government-backed Sekber Golkar organisation. Among the signers of the 
statement was Justin Cardinal Darmojuwono, head of the Roman Catholic Church. 


Commenting on the forthcoming national elections set for July 3, the recent 
General Assembly of the Council of Churches in Indonesia urged the churches to 
ensure that the elections were conducted in "safe, smooth and orderly fashion" 
and to "prepare each member to participate in national life as a responsible 

, 5 W 
c1tizen . EPS 


AFRICA IS FOCUS OF EUROPEAN ECUMENICAL YOUTH ASSEMBLY 


Posnan, Poland (EPS) - "Focus on Africa" will be the theme for the general assem- 
bly of the Ecumenical Youth Council in Europe (EYCE), according to a decision 
made by the Executive Committee meeting here May 18-20. Setting of the assembly 
is London in October. 


In the meantime member movements were encouraged to continue their support of 
the World Council of Churches’ Programme to Combat Racism and to spread informa- 
tion about the programme in local youth groups. 


The Executive Committee voted to hire another staff member to give half time to 
arranging ecumenical youth service projects in Europe, an activity now carried by 
the WCC's Ecumenical Youth Service. The possibility of linking these projects 
with the Community Education for Young Europeans and International Christian 


Youth Exchange will be explored. Andris Barblan represented the WCC at Posnan «15. 


AUSTRIAN YOUTH FIND NEED FOR DEVELOPMENT AT HOME 


St. Pélten (EPS) - A "Gallup poll" carried out in the wine cellars and cafes of 

this town in Lower Austria have convinced 110 young people that education about 

development must begin at home. People did not even have a vocabulary with which 

to talk about development, the youth discovered, and racial and political preju- 
dices played an important part in any discussion of Third World problems. Taking 
the poll were young people at an ecumenical consultation on development. EPS 
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CHURCHES CONSULTATION IN SOUTH AFRICA POSTPONED -- 

PRIME MINISTER VORSTER INTERFERES 

Geneva (EPS) - The consultation between the World Council of Churches (WCC) 
and the South African churches on the World Council's controversial Programme 
to Combat Racism has been postponed indefinitely because of unacceptable re- 


strictions imposed by Mr. John Vorster, the South African Prime Minister. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the 252-member World Council, 
told a Press conference at the Ecumenical Centre here (Monday, June 14) that 
the South African prime minister said he would not permit the World Council 
delegation "to go further than the International Hotel at Jan Smuts Airport 


nor to stay longer than the actual duration of the 'confrontation'". 


Mr. Vorster also said he failed to see why the World Council should bring a 
15-member delegation to "debate such a clear cut issue". (The South African 
delegation which was to be led by Bishop Alphaeus Zulu consisted of 30 mem- 
bers representing the various South African churches and the South African 


Council of Churches.) | 


Dr. Rlake in a letter to Dr. Alex Boraine, convenor on the South African side 
of the consultation and made public here on Monday, said that since Mr. Vor- 
ster "cannot manipulate the consultation to his own ends, he has evidently 
decided to make it impossible". This was a reference to Mr. Vorster's at- 
tempt to set the agenda of the consultation by limiting it to a discussion 

on "the grants made by the World Council of Churches to terrorists in southern 
Africa and the reactions of the South African member churches in terms of 


their respective resolutions against this abhorrent decision". 


OE 


Dr. Blake said these attempted restrictions were "totally unacceptable" to 


the World Council and forced an indefinite postponement of the consultation. 


In his letter to Dr. Boraine the WCC's general secretary said the Council was 


willing to go to much expense in "time and money" to get a distinguished multi- 


_ 


racial delegation to meet with the representatives of the member churches in i 


South Africa because "we at the World Council take entirely seriously the real 


ee 


concerns of our member churches". } 


The consultation which was planned for the last week in July had been under 


discussion since early this year. 


(more) 
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desire for consultation expressed by several South African churches when it 


met during January in Addis Ababa. 


Dr. Blake said, when he made public all correspondence related to the consul- 
tation between the South African churches and the World Council, there had been 
detailed discussion on the agenda of the consultation. The correspondence also 
disclosed that the South African prime minister had given the 

assurance that "he would allow a delegation from the World Council of Churches 


to visit South Africa for the purpose of a consultation". 


Archbishop Selby Taylor of Capetown, President of the South African Council of 
Churches, had said he thought it reasonable that those of the World Council's 


delegation "will be able to meet other people and travel to other places". 


Dr. Boraine's letter gave no reasons for the change of mind by the prime minis— 


ter but it is evident that much discussion had taken place on the agenda. 


In a letter to the World Council on 9th March the general secretary of the 
South African Council of Churches, Mr. John Rees, suggested that the consulta- 
tion discuss "the reasons and theology behind the grants which you have given 
to certain organizations operating in southern Africa and, further, to offer 
your delegation the opportunity to learn first hand the feelings of the mem- 


ber churches in South Africa about the decision". 


The World Council agreed to this on the understanding that it included the 
entire Programme to Combat Racism decided by the Central Committee in January 
this year which urged member churches among other things to: 

a) “investigate and analyse the military, political, industrial and financial 
systems of their countries to discover and identify the involvement and 
support provided by these systems in the perpetuation of racism and racial 
discrimination in the domestic and in the foreign policies of their coun- 
tries and coordinate their findings through the Programme to Combat Racism; 

b) "develop individually or in cooperation with other churches strategies and 
action programmes designed to redirect these systems to contribute to the 
elimination of racism and racial discrimination, and to promote racial 
justice, and 

c) “develop in cooperation with the Programme to Combat Racism and between 
themselves joint strategy and planning to secure and maintain full and 
mutual cooperation and support in their efforts to eliminate racism and 


racial discrimination in church and society. (more) 
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But at a meeting early last month the South African churches limited the agenda 
to a discussion on "the grants made by the WCC to guerrilla forces in southern 
Africa and the reactions of the South African member churches in terms of their 
respective resolutions and their understanding of their responsibility in 


South Africa’. 


Then Mr. Vorster took the issue up and suggested as the agenda: ''The grants 
made by the WCC to terrorists in southern Africa and the reactions of the South 
African member churches in terms of their respective resolutions against this 


abhorrent decision". 
This Dr. Blake said was "totally unacceptable" to the World Council. 


Dr. Boraine agreed by telephone on Monday that Dr. Blake should meet the Press 


and inform them of the unacceptability of the prime minister's restrictions. 


He told Dr. Blake that the restrictions were also unacceptable to the South 
African churches and that they had lodged a protest with the prime minister. 
Dr. Blake assured him, as he later told the Press conference, that indefinite 
postponement did not mean the cancellation of the consultation. He expressed 


the hope of the WCC that it would take place in the "nearest possible future". 
EPS 


LUTHERAN DELEGATES TO VISIT SOUTH AFRICA 


Oslo (EPS) - The Lutheran World Federation will send a delegation to South 
Africa to discuss with its member churches there questions related to human 


rights. The date and venue have not yet been decided. 


Meeting here the LWF's executive committee asked its general secretary to 


"pnroceed expeditiously" on preparations for the visit. 


It is understood the Lutherans will discuss intercommunion between Christians 
of all races and how they should oppose the principles and practices of racial 


discrimination and segregation. 


Last summer the LWF's fifth assembly recommended to its executive committee 
that delegations should be sent to churches with racial problems ''to urge 
them to bring their racial practices into conformity with the principles of 


Christian fellowship as rapidly as possible". 


The LWF decision was made prior to the World Council of Churches' announcement 
that it had postponed indefinitely its consultation with South African churches 


because of "totally unacceptable" conditions made by the South African prime 


minister. EPS 
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MASS MEDIA DISCOUNT WOMEN 

VIENNA CONSULTATION TOLD 

Vienna (EPS) - The chief concept of woman through the ages has been that of 
homemaker and today's women accept it. Now, however, the majority are working 
but they are still told by the mass media that they must maintain spotless 
homes and be superb lovers as well. According to London newspaper columnist 
Anne Allen, this may be more pressure than they can bear. Mrs. Allen of the 
Sunday Mirror was one of three women addressing a conference on "The Image of 
Woman in the Mass Media" being held here June 14-19. Joining her were Mrs. 
Waltraut Blain (Schmitz-Bunse), broadcaster for West German radio in Cologne, 
and Mrs. Edith Erlenbauer-Worschitz, head of womens' programmes for the Aus- 


trian Broadcasting Corporation. 


The consultation which was sponsored by the Women's Ecumenical Liaison Group 
of the World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church, was attended 
by 120 women from 14 European countries. Half of those present were Roman 


Catholics, the others being Protestant and Orthodox. 


Noting that the use of overt sex in advertising reflected the freer expression 
of sex in all the media, Mrs. Allen explained that sex was used in ads to over- 
come widespread sales resistance. While many women did not mind being repre- 

sented as sex objects, she said, they resented the demand for physical perfec- 


tion without being offered "an equally attractive brightener for their minds". 


Mrs. Blain challenged the notion that being emancipated meant knowing only 
about fashion and sex. Women should do something about making society more 
comfortable and human. Both agreed women must be sensitized to the image the 


media are conveying and helped to overcome their "obsession" with the home. 


Mrs. Atlen said the equality of women with men was more legal than real. In 
journalism "we mainly write about fashion, food, fiction and family". "We are 
at least two generations from the day when jobs will go to people best suited 
rather than to men best qualified". In drama and television programmes women 
are often shown as less worthwhile in every way than men or as merely decorative. 
"T want my daughter to forget the attitude of St. Paul and remember the teach- 


ings of Christ", Mrs. Allen concluded. 


The consultation was opened by a discussion on the power of the mass media, 
illustrated by film and pop music. Another presentation considered Christians 
and the mass media. Speakers were two Roman Catholic priests, a Protestant edi- 
tor and the radio/TV coordinator of the Evangelical Church in Austria. Purpose 
of the conference was to see how society views women and how the media could 


help restore respect for human values. EPS 
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DIALOGUE, EVANGELISM AND PEACE 

DISCUSSED AT TOP LEVEL MEETING 

Algiers (EPS) - Difficulties related to the dialogue between Christians and 
men of other faiths were discussed by President Boumedienne and Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, during the 


visit here of a World Council delegation. 


Dr. Blake also met with representatives of the small Christian community in 


Algeria and saw at first hand the implications of such a dialogue. 


While the recognition of a common heritage and a faith seeking to serve man- 
kind were seen as a basis of a dialogue between Islam and Christianity, both 
mentioned difficulties in working this out: 
- Translating the discussion of experts into language that all men 
could understand. 
- The relationship between dialogue and a witness that cannot be 
dispensed with. 
- How to prevent an increase in difficulties in the dialogue with 
other religions and non-theistic forms of humanism which are also 


engaged in the struggle for a better world community. 


Dr. Blake also discussed aspects of Christian evangelism with the Minister 


for Religious Affairs. 


Ways and means of establishing peace in the Middle East were discussed with 
representatives of the Algerian government and of the Palestinian liberation 
movements. Dr. Blake promised the Algerian authorities that he would consider 
with the member churches of the WCC the problem of discrimination against 


Algerian workers in Europe. EPS 


SWEDES APPEAL FOR RELIGIOUS 

FREEDOM IN EASTERN EUROPE 

Stockholm (EPS) - The Swedish Ecumenical Council has appealed to the Soviet 
Union and other eastern European governments to respect the freedom of re- 
ligion in their countries following increased evidence of "undue interference" 


by the authorities. 


The Council has also cautioned against "the lessening of tension by silence" 


as suggested by some church councils. EPS 
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JOINT STUDY ON ROMAN CATHOLIC MEMBERSHIP 
IN COUNCILS OF CHURCHES TO BE UNDERTAKEN 
Stuttgart (EPS) - The Joint Working Group of the World Council of Churches and 
the Roman Catholic Church is to undertake a detailed study of the forms of co- 
operation between Roman Catholics and other Christians at the local, national 


and regional levels. 


The Joint Working Group met here last week for its annual meeting, this time 
under the joint-chairmanship of Father Paul Verghese and Bishop John L. Ber- 


nardin. 


The proposed study results from increased collaboration between the Roman 
Catholics and other Christians at local and national levels, frequently 
through Roman Catholic association with, or membership in, Christian Councils. 
It will take into account the theological, pastoral and organizational aspects 
of the cooperation as well as a consideration of how the cooperation "can con- 


tribute to the development of the entire ecumenical movement". 


The Joint Working Group recognized that the issue of possible Roman Catholic 
membership in the World Council of Churches is to be decided by the Roman 
Catholic Church and expressed "its appreciation for the thorough study of 


the question now going on'' in the Roman Catholic Church. 


A review of existing collaboration between the WCC and the Vatican was under- 
taken by the group. This involved the Committee on Society, Development and 
Peace which is about to undertake a second three-year period of experimental 
work; cooperation in medical work and the Women's Ecumenical Liaison Group 

which studies problems of the role of women in Church and society and stimu- 


lates cooperation among women's groups. 


The group also paid particular attention to joint collaboration in a programme 


to combat racism and in developing the dialogue with men of living faiths. 


The Joint Working Group was formed in 1965 to explore possibilities and methods 
of collaboration between the World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic 


Church. EPS 
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CHURCHES STEP UP THEIR RESPONSE, TO 

NEEDS OF EAST PAKISTAN REFUGEES 

Geneva (EPS) - Latest information reaching here is that churches throughout 
the world are continuing to respond to the needs of five million East Pakis- 
tan refugees in India. Figures available to the World Council of Churches 
show that 145 million dollars are available from the churches for Indian-based 
relief work over the next few months. In addition many tons of medical and 


other supplies have arrived in India by air and sea. 


For the moment no further relief supplies are being sent as CASA, the Indian 
churches' relief agency, reports there are holdups in distribution and until 
supplies can be sorted out at Calcutta's Dum Dum airport a halt is being 
called. Also the Indian government has decided it cannot use foreign medical 


personnel. 


In the meantime plans are being laid for longer-term resettlement. CASA is 
preparing a draft plan of action which will be examined by the Commission on 


Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the WCC meeting here next week. 


The Lutheran World Federation's Cooch Behar Refugee Service has been invited 
by the Indian government to mount a care and maintenance programme for 120,000 


refugees in that area. The programme is estimated to cost $600,000. 


It has also been announced that the WCC has issued a $50,000 appeal for rehabi- 
litation work in Turkey following the earthquake last month in Bingol. More 
than 90% of the buildings in the area were destroyed and 20,000 people made 


homeless. 


A visit was made to the area by Metropolitan Meliton, a vice-chairman of the 
wcec's Central Committee, on behalf of the World Council. He saw the relief 
supplies, including tents, blankets and kitchen kits, supplied by the churches, 
in use and expressed the churches' willingness to take part in a rehabilitation 
project. This was welcomed by the Government who will be presenting a project 
to the WCC within the next few weeks. EPS 


POST-GRADUATE COURSE FOR RUSSIAN ORTHODOX 


Moscow (EPS) - A post-graduate course in theological education offering liturgics, 
homiletics and patristic theology as subjects has been established here by the 
Russian Orthodox Church. It also reports that only one in every three candidates 


for the priesthood can be accepted because of the shortage of space. 
EPS 
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NEW THRUST IN HEALTH CARE 

SLATED BY THE CHURCHES 

Rome (EPS) - The Christian Medical Commission of the World Council of Churches 
has said community health care programmes need to focus on the family through 
family life education if the quality of life in different cultures and socie- 


ties is to be preserved. 


Meeting at Nemi, near here, for its fourth annual meeting the Christian Medical 
Commission (CMC) reviewed the first three years of its eight year mandate and 


made plans for the remaining five. 


The commission said "health care activities and courses on reproduction and 
child care" should be combined with relevant information about regulating the 


size of a family. 


It also asked for new methods to evaluate the work of hospitals with a view to 
improving their effectiveness as part of comprehensive health care. It said 
there was a need for those in the medical profession to be willing to know 


the particular needs of the community in which they worked. 


Doctors from Korea, Indonesia and Liberia reported to the commission on com~ 
munity health programmes showing the possibilities and problems of a re-orien- 


tation of health care towards the needs of the community. 


They emphasised the need for community participation in planning and implement-—- 


ing health care programmes, if they are to be worthwhile. 


The CMC said its main task is to support ecumenical coordination and re-orien- 
tation of health care at the national level. Its work over the past three years 
has been in the developing countries but during the remaining years of its man- 
date it will encourage similar rethinking in church-related medical work in 


Europe and North America. 


The commission endorsed the use of workshops as a method of rethinking and pro- 
moting change in health care. These will be set up in various countries to in- 
volve governments, churches and national ecumenical authorities, overseas ser- 


vice agencies and health care officers. 


An experimental programme in mental health within the community is to be under- 


taken by the commission next year. 


The CMC was founded in 1968 to engage in study and research and guide the 
churches in health care. It also seeks to promote and coordinate the churches' 


work in health care, regardless of denominational affiliation. 
EPS 
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In order to enable readers to locate EPS stories more easily the index 
provides a cross-reference in two categories. 


These are: I - geographical and organizational 
II - substance 


The sub-divisions of each category are arranged alphabetically and stories 
are listed in chronological order according to the number of the issue in 
which each appeared. In some instances stories are listed under more than 
one of the sub-divisions of each category. ''Periscope" items are not listed. 
The Roman numerals correspond to the issues of THIS MONTH as follows: 


January di 
February-March tt 
April ELL 
May IV 
June V 


CATEGORY I: GEOGRAPHICAL. AND ORGANIZATIONAL 


Continents and Regions 

Countries 

Ecumenical, International and Regional Christian Bodies 
Ecumenical Patriarchate 

Roman Catholic Church 

World Confessional Bodies 

World Council of Churches 


CATEGORY II: SUBSTANCE 


Assemblies and Rallies 

Christian Unity -and Ecumenical Attitudes 

Church-State Relations 

Church Union Negotiations 

Communication 

Confessional and Denominational Life and Structure 

Deve lopment 

Education (general, Christian) 

Ethics (personal, professional, social) 

Evangelism 

Festivals and Anniversaries 

General (Photo Oikoumene) 

Health and Healing 
-Humanum Studies ne | P Pees 
Inter-Church Aid (see also Refugees, Migrants and Relief) 
Inter-Confessional Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 
Inter-Faith Relations, Contact and Exchanges 
International Affairs, War and Peace 

Laity 

Literature and Publications 
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Liturgy and Forms of Worship 

Ministry 

Mission 

Orthodox Churches 

Other Living Faiths (see also Inter-faith Relations) 
Personalities 

Race Relations 

Refugees, Migrants and Relief 

Religious Liberty 

Renewal 

Sacraments 

Science and Technology 

Social, Political and Legal Problems and Christian Action 
Spiritual Life 

Theology (in general and items not covered elsewhere) 
Violence and Nonviolence 

Women 

Youth and Students 


KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 


AACC--A1l Africa Conference of Churches 
CCIA--Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 
CEC--Conference of European Churches 

CMC--Christian Medical Commission 

CPC--Christian Peace Conference 

CWME--Commission on World Mission and Evangelism 
LWF--Lutheran World Federation 

RCC--Roman Catholic Church 

SODEPAX--Committee on Society, Development and Peace 
TEF--Theological Education Fund 

WACC--World Association for Christian Communication 
WARC--World Alliance of Reformed Churches 

WCC--World Council of Churches 

WCCE--World Council of Christian Education 
WSCF--World Student Christian Federation 
YMCA--Young Men's Christian Association 

YWCA--Young Women's Christian Association 
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CATEGORY I: Geographical and Organizational 


Continents and Regions 


AFRICA 
Development task pushes churches in Africa to common goal. ... . fe 
Inter-African Es lauds youth volunteers SO ee eee hn 
ALERT to. the <rescues « syed. PS St ee MU Ties ode Aveda ah aie: ald edt Segree 
East African church union eaTee make racaantes PEOGEGSOs Nomicr lcs) @ at. 9e «of 
New AACC general secretary named . Aine A ator gs, 1s <n 
Refugee problem threatens African unity, AACC. Saysas Saece SIM, 029010 
North Africa diary: people in development . . . . + + s+ + 6 es © ee IV 
VOnees CEOLATHGMEWEAELICaSMe Ee SEAR, oO hS HEHE G. I LOOP. oe » & 8 ageV 

ASIA 
Asian churchmen want ecumenical structure to handle mission funds. .. 8 
Asian Protestants/Catholics unite on urban training. .....+.++-. 9 
Cracking the golden eggs .. .- aetna et Rh ee ie ieee Bol aah V. 
WSCF Asia group acts on East Pabeevan, Tecnan RU Oe org He ne aan 

EUROPE 
CEC assembly calls churches to political/social engagement ..... - 12 
TOuSCT Veil SELORE ISK 5 voted nie WOME? Cat ass ates) 8 8 Ae sa 
Vienna conference to examine woman's image in mass nada SR LET 4, TOTS IEMA 
Africa is focus of European ecumenical youth assembly. . ....++-s > LD 
Mass media discount women, Vienna consultation told. ......+-..-. 16 


LATIN AMERICA 
Work with Latin America's masses held necessary for renewal. ..... 4 
Chufches Asked to halt Indian exploitation... .. ¢ + «+ ss: * «+s 6 


MIDDLE EAST 


Ecumenical straws«in,.the. Middle East wind. «2.65% 0.8 4 is nemene) ean ll 
$50,000 for Middle East Protestants. ..++-+.- a Soy aks i dal) 
Christian youth of Middle East seek understanding mt Toa ee eee 
PACIFIC OCEAN AREA 
Roman Catholics a council of churches in Papua-New Guinea. .... ll 
Pacific Conference's assembly uses indigenous worship ororms vi. 4 78s 13 
Pacific: Conference votes unified structure, new BEBdTEAITOV. BU 798 POR 14 
Countries 
ALGERIA 
Reports of Bible banning by Algeria are false, WCC can learns . 11 
Dr. Blake visits Algerian president. ... . AL ee &, eg Joe eo arya 


Dialogue, evangelism and peace discussed at ae level eine ‘et dy igs O 


AUSTRIA 

Austrian youth find need for development at home . - ++ ++ + + + e+ 15 
BELGIUM 

Church union talks slated’ for Belgium. 2° .° 2's). es sete ee ee o's 3 

Faith and Order Commission to meet in Belgium. . . - + + + se ee > 9 
BRAZIL 


Brazilian Government asked to allow investigation of torture reports . 8 
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CANADA he 
United: Church.of Canada urges (birit wontroly © .ia0 ses) 4) le) ee 
Canadian TV series features environment. ..... J o')°) JOE f%pecr: 


CEYLON 
Year-long project in Ceylon set. by Ecumenical Youth Service. ..... 


CHILE 
Chile's Protestant education centre wins government approval ..... 


CONGO 
Congo church seeks return of dissenting elements .......++ee4-e 


First Eucharistic service for .Kimbanguist Church... «oc. 0% «nc tho se0 
CUBA 

Cuban Baptist activities told to European meeting. .........-. 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Iwo*councils for Czethostévakial?y f°. oFFey, #21 fogigl)e2agseag077 apis 

Czech ‘Methodists prize ecumenical'ties : : : : #8389, "3°,0§ 907 grisges 
EGYPT 

Bibles for Egyptian aoldiere <4. se «ose ne eee 
ETHIOPIA 


Emperor praises WCC work in health, education and development. ... . 
Ethiopian Church considers nation's development needs. ...°..... 
ALERT £0 Che rescue: hind jn ttedinaeeia thane Se « conietseeainaia tic abies ae 


FRANCE 
Easter '71 marks second stage towards a Council of Youth......-. 
8,000 celebrate EBastervet. Taighss ceeebek tue 

GERMANY 
"No,Other Gospel" spreads to East Germany. ... ....«.«. « . oie ae 
West German churches discuss race, new structure for EKD....... 
East. Getman ‘appeal to‘aid*FRELIMO: 2°27") °P9sCT* 788s Sipe ih yor VOU, 0c 
Historic YMCA centre in Germany dissolved. ...°.'....°.0. . oe 
Plans for German Ecumenical Congress announced . ...... 6 ss « 
West German youth study non-violent resistance... .......2.e6 
Christian ,jury<honeunsshbirdoWorldatiins,..fdeskes olananeat nan. .iete. 
More daring ,worship.prgedaby (youthiees haghcn babes madewatnn. ofWhes 
WCC spokesman urges justice for poor of Third World. ......... 
East Berlin synod will have own bishop ..... woe. oe 8 ee ie 
German mission gives profits to pay New Guinea eee oe. arlene 
EKD Council asks studies on violence, racist structures. ..... vas 
WCC pioneer urges Christian cooperation at German tally pais 4 <sdncnns 


GREECE 
Five Gréek “bishops under attack? *s°y7g42 goeeg Gan geileunays, -siugole) 
Greek Roman Catholics agree with Orthodox on Easter date ....... 


HUNGARY 
Hungarian Lutherans pledge funds to anti-racism programme. . « . «rs 
Christian. participation urged in Hungarlan,elections suites pains Antik 


Hungarian Ecumenical Encounter. ....... re eer, orn ee oe ae Pe A 
INDIA 

ChurchaefsNorthyIndig invitesywider union-aw hadue dmenmecnhs as aten. 
INDONESIA 


Indonesian Council of Churches hears Blake plea fortunity; sae one G 
Indonesian churches ask impartial elections. ..........e.ee- 


| 


10 
10 


oun 


EPS Index/January-June,: 1971 


ISRAEL 
Two churches dispute Jerusalem property . . - +--+ «+ « «© + 
ITALY 
Italy's Protestants give notice they will oppose Concordat. 
Italian Methodists demand greater unity . 


KENYA 
Local churches respond to Kenya's famine needs. . .....+-+-+.s-s 
Makarios baptises thousands in Kenya. ...... + 

LAOS 


‘Racism, human rights, church union highlighted during February. 
Asia Christian Service starts self-help projects in Laos. 


THE NETHERLANDS 
Gift from Netherlands Queen for World Council's race programme. 
Singing a new song in Holland ..... 


NEW GUINEA 

‘German mission gives profits to pay New Guinea nationals. . 
NORWAY 

Church of Norway sets human rights study. .... 

Blake greets Oslo Diocese on 900th anniversary. 


PAKISTAN 
East Pakistan rehabilitation plan advanced by World Council... . 
East Pakistan rebuilding programme postponed. ... A 
WCC: emergencies officer reports on East Pakistan Huiadd i Smee 
WCC provides assistance to East’ Pakistan refugees 
WCC issues fresh appeal for East Pakistan refugees. .....- . 
Churches step up their response to needs of East Pakistan refugees. 


PHILIPPINES 
Hope sprouts in the Philippines... -. + +++ +e ees 


POLAND 
Baptist Church in Poland notes gains... 4 + +,% + «» 


PORTUGAL 
Portuguese churchmen urge changes in religious DIM ere we mse cess fee 


RHODESIA 
WCC asks proceeds from sale of Rhodesian cooperative farm . 
Cold Comfort Farm sold by Rhodesians......-+-+-.-s 
Rhodesian Methodists stake claim to protect mission land. 


SCOTLAND 
Unity talks in- Scotland get fresh impetus . 4 
Church of Scotland to examine PEE SEAN in wares ch eS oe 


SOUTH AFRICA 
World Council requests no arms to South NEZERA Aadeadcetoregiels pis 


Isolation of South African churches deplored by WCC general secretary 


Gift from. Netherlands Queen. for World Council's race programme. 
Penalties for WCC members threatened in South Africa. . . 

Race programme enters a new phase - +++ + + «+ ied . 
South African government action may unite Christians -- Blake : 


University and student have role in creating new society -- Pee HOOre. 


Dr: Blake comments’ on arrest of WCC president .. . 
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March 21 is anti-discrimination day... <<... «sss ss ss , SHAR 
Two U.S. clerics attend trial of Johannesburg dean. .........415 
Churches consultation in South Africa postponed —- Prime Minister 

Vorster interferes -s «4.4 Geel 6s bel ile oe ee ee 
Lutherad, delegates "to Visit South Birice. con) eee ee i wore 


SPAIN 
Regular support sought for Protestant churches in Spain. ....... 4 
WCC seeks to extend Spanish publicationa. A uheasuusite “aanlbaae anlbe. ls 


SUDAN 

Churches encouraged to bring relief/reconciliation to Sudan. ..... 13 
SWEDEN 

Swedes appeal for religious freedom in Eastern Europe. ........ 16 
SWITZERLAND 


Pastorate needs renewal, Swiss students say. ..........e..e..e.. 4) 
Development at national level: a Swiss initiative ..........I1 
Swiss intellectuals request intercommunion..........4... mare 
Swiss Christians seek greater cooperation. ........+4.e.e.e0.ee- 11 


TANZANTA 
Tanzania medical centre is joint church/state effort ......... 8 


UNITED KINGDOM 
World Council requests no arms to South Africa..........e4.. 2 
UK religious: TV may Be Gut vipa sites gallica cake ae ea ee 
UK immigration bill under fire from BCC unit ........4.4.e.. ayd 
Iwo’ British ‘churcies’ unite”... je an tall alk i oes hn eee ie eee 12 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Lutheran, Catholic Dialogue urges recognition of minigerye 997%, Satori 
U.S. churches' economic power used for social ends .......... 5 
U.S. churchmen launch new drive to rally anti-war sentiment. ..... 7 
U.S. churchmen press timetable for Vietnam withdrawal. ........ 10 
Holy Week protesters acquitted; editorial hits Asia "crucifixion". . . 11 
Expulsion of EPS correspondent by Vietnam hit by U.S. Conference . . . 12 
U.S. churches publicise corporate responsibility’. « i » = » «-«-s kamera 
The, power .of, the Diurs Ctisa) de eat es Rite ak dali aia et ee ee | ree 
Two U.S. clerics attend trial of Johannesburg deaiivgs, « « . «ase. 


USSR 
New Russian Patriarch enthroned. . s,s) «ic ie op eee oe! peesteants fel ii 
Russian synod lifts anathemas against "Old Believers". .... cmtoahade 
Post-graduate course for Russian Orthodox. ..... en eon Oe eet cee 


VIETNAM 
U.S. churchmen launch new drive to rally anti-war sentiment. ..... 7 
U.S. churchmen press timetable for Vietnam withdrawal. . ear ere ree Lt 


Religious leaders could prevent Vietnam bloodbath, Luce holds. . ... 13 
WSCF Asia group acts on East Pakistan, Vietnam, ..... ~ AaonUuad birdy 


Don Luce! s farewell . . * ° . . . . . . . . ° . .J . ° . . . . . . . . . V 

Peace is possible now, Christians at Paris saynaon) .albagitedzen eit 2728 
YEMEN 

Yemen Government’ thanks WCC . : . 3 . + 2#9M%q WOR © £70908 Seuptgoya. asain 


ZAMBIA 
Welter fori the ttiew Atel Ca a. oR ee oe ee <: paitieinieaken Jecitn ara V 
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Ecumenical, International and Regional Christian Bodies 
WACC sets priorities for period ahead . . 


World YWCA council to hear two ecumenical eters ° 

Christian Peace Conference meets Catholics. 

Awards given for top Christian TV programmes. she pls 
Refugee problem threatens African unity, AACC says. ....+.. 
Christian participation urged in Hungarian elections. 

CEC assembly calls churches to political/social engagement. 

To -Sservesls to Fisk, « 


Ecumenical Patriarchate 
Five Greek bishops under attack . 


Roman Catholic Church 
Vatican official says membership must involve whole church. .. . 
Lutheran, Catholic Dialogue urges recognition of ministry . 
Lutheran/Roman Catholic talks end... Yee 
Christian Peace Conference meets Catholics. ... Smet ° pis 
Italy's Protestants give notice they will oppose aman eet ste 1 
Greek Roman Catholics agree with Orthodox on Easter date. 
Asian Protestants/Catholics unite on urban training . 0 mans 
Use of laity by churches in Third World hailed. ......+.-..-s 
Roman Catholics join council of churches in Papua-New Guinea. 


Hope of intercommunion between Orthodox/Roman Catholics discussed . 


Portuguese churchmen urge changes in religious bill . 
Cardinal Willebrands holds talks with Greek Primate ..... 
Roman Catholic delegation to Moscow ..... . 


Joint study on Roman Catholic membership in Poort id one chee to 


bye (rales ciaallecraasis WER re ag es 


World Confessional Bodies 
Lutheran/Reformed group asks study of "universal council" 
Lutheran, Catholic Dialogue urges recognition of ministry . 
Race, women's ordination engage Anglican Consultative Cotmicr?e 
Anglican Consultative Council approves ordination of women. 
Lutheran/Orthodox talks held. .... 27 MOLepsyyy , +8 
Asian, African Lutherans hit Western inftdeted imvemrssion*s* 54.7% 
LWF president defends aid to FRELIMO. ...-.+..-. 
Lutheran delegates to visit South Africa... . 


World Council of Churches 

**Emperor praises WCC work in health, education and development . . 
*kCentral Committee chairman delivers keynote address .. . 
*kNon-violence study, other faiths dialogue Bish yeh bee by peneaal. 


secretary . - -asssitamod: foyvined: Ixen : ea aes 
**Major theological address given to Central come nae: RS Bee 
*kExecutive Committee to meet in Bulgarian! sos Cane 


*kNew World Council structure debated by Central ead eis re 2 
*KWCC's anti-racism grants approved by Central Committee vote . . 
*kWorld Council requests no arms to South ALC A 2. 6 et pee ate ae 
*kAid to church unity efforts approved by Central aa eae b ener 


ae ee 
*kCentral Committee stories 
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**Spiritual life highlighted in new World Council structure. .... 


**Central Committee endorses merger with world Christian education body. 


**Vatican official says membership must involve whole church... . 
**Humanum studies to focus on particular problems. ......... 


**Guidelines for dialogue with other faiths given by Central Committee 


**Nominations Committee named to propose Blake's successor ..... 
**Study on non-violent methods for social change approved. « « 2. « 
**Make theology more explicit, Central Committee requests WCC staff. 
**A*new* ecumenical ‘geometry’ proposed = 19S t+ vy ¢ vw BST OF Ot Sy 
**"'Tdentity, power, community" is general secretary's theme. .... 
**Dialogue, race and finance highlighted by Central Committee. ... 

Gifts to WCC's anti-racism fund total $123,461 ......6 ..., 


New staff appointments made to World Council ........... 
WCC asks proceeds from sale of Rhodesian cooperative farm. ... . 
Agenda for annual CMC meeting set. .... - rae ae hae ee be Gb 


Gift from Netherlands Queen for World Council's race programme 
Penalties for WCC members threatened in South Africa ...... 
Chairmen of new WCC units named bya general secretary .°:-.*. © 
**Race programme enters a new phase. ........ ee a een 
Nine more education projects to get aid from ERF......... 


Churches asked to halt Indian exploitation. ........... 
Urban problems, new ecumenical frontiers are topics at Bossey. . 
DICARWS will step up response to disasters .... aT 


Baptismal practice is topic for Faith and Order BeGtlues a eas 
SODEPAX to undertake public opinion programme. ... . 

Dr. Blake comments on arrest of WCC president. .......... 
Record flow of resources went through DICARWS in '70....... 
East Pakistan rebuilding programme postponed ........... 
Asian churchmen want ecumenical structure to handle mission funds. 


Brazilian Government asked to allow investigation of torture reports 


The councils take counsel together ¢/s,é,/6/. w/P Doisow boaoe ambos 
Youth's ‘sharé inidevelapmantd)¥rAsosee dese ahh Piet aes one 
Three-pronged emphasis voted for WCC's '71 race programme. .... 
Inter-Church Aid dispatched goods worth $42 million in '70.... 
Faith and Order Commission to meet in Belgiugi gd satay eaesgseoe ox 


Pentecost 1971: Message from the Presidents of the World Council of 


Churches’, 3°. .°s") i ¢ 24-2  VaREEeR ow BEE sheetak anahi . 
Bossey graduate students prefer social issues to Bible ...... 
Christian literature agency votes funds for 20 DOO OLG es 6 oh ie) ae 
$50,000 for Middle East Protestants. ......... A MES 
Refugee problem threatens African Unity penc, aaveaceur , SSBL87q 2 
Yemen ‘Government thanks WCE? 212 "ho) Pt9Vs 480 MéaithdS So32 too. : 
Cold Comfort Farm sold by Rhodesians ........4.6 0.06060, 
Youth advisers to be repeated at next Central Committee. ..... 
WCC emergencies officer reports on East Pakistan border visit. . . 
Indonesian Council of Churches hears Blake plea *for*urity o"P°y PY; 
Work camp ‘leaders ‘learn by “dding™’. Vi pes efepepaptgunape Nipoped bi: 
Seminar in Bossey/Paris illumines Orthodox Worenip "pep 8 s9S5~" 530i 


Reports of Bible banning by Algeria are false, WCC delegation learns 


North Africa diary: people in development. ........4... 
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on rae oneanban ceculareqoriddmer ee ares0NdtA) . ww ee eee ee oe A 
Introduction to ae conversation. 7.5. se el eh ee Be 6 6 wwe wt IV 
Anti-racism programmes, projects occupy world church' bodies 2. 29.5 .0.°1V 
Non-vielencer Study? rece veSPLUNdS sy COSTE eres Nels Bee ote oe” 12 
Expulsion of EPS correspondent by Vietnam hit by US Conference. . ... 12 
WCC provides assistance to East Pakistan refugees . . - + + +s + + + 12 
World tasks of American Christians stressed by US Conference. .... - 12 
€rowine, agreement, on°hweliari sts tte e SOs lee SP ses enemas 
Religious leaders could prevent Vietnam bloodbath, Luce holds... .. 13 
Churches encouraged to bring relief/reconciliation to Sudan. ..... 13 
Blake greets Oslo Diocese on 900th anniversary. i pile ppdert : 
Two Third-World views of women's liberation featured at Oe Pot as cartes PaaS 
WCC spokesman urges justice for poor of Thi toeiOrlo i. sh montad\ te dactti tl 
Christian youth of Middle East seek understanding of Islam. ......- 13 
Don Luce's farewell . . » - + = + * * ‘haw estes oPioiisd aamoS\Astsds0 
Science/Technology study will be shaped by WOLking SYOUDtsccen-fems beac 4 
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Study centres consider possibilities for dialogue ..- ++ ++ +++ 14 
WCC issues fresh appeal for East Pakistan refugees. - + ++ +++ +s > 15 
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Assemblies and Rallies 
Plans for German Ecumenical Congress announced ......... 2 iv-~eo0K9 
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Pacific Conference's assembly uses indigenous worship forms. ..... 13 
To serve: 14, £00d¢¢kao?. Alh-Vehowenzee cides ete GeiEvenhte alace & cow 
Pacific Conference votes unified structure, new head ........ wy 4 


Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes 


Aid to church unity efforts approved by Central Committee. ..... 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity observed in local Peripnes. . 9 
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Lutheran/Reformed group asks study of “universal council". ... . : 
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The’ councils take’ counsel“together’ .°2*4" 44" eee) TSbianos erty 7. 
Plans for German Ecumenical Congress announced ......... ee 
Faith and Order Commission to meet in Bergiaum.<. [98 ects 7047¢ suaoisicy 
Indonesian Council of Churches hears Blake plea for WILCY <a, StS 
Roman Catholics join council of churches in Papua-New Guinea... .. 1l 
Swiss Christians seek greater cooperation. ........... ae Ty tate | 
Hungarian”’Ecumenital’ Encounter. 9) 2°45." 93098 i med iasdvenos ay te aa 
Two British churches unite os a. + ew ee ee ee ee ee, eee 
World tasks of American Christians stressed by US Conference ..... 12 
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Church-State Relations 
Italy's Protestants give notice they will oppose Concordat ...... 7 
Tanzania medical centre is joint church/state effort . Cemmeid of. » «Ell 
Chile's Protestant education centre wins government approval ..... Ill 
Portuguese churchmen urge changes in Maid Cnt TM os as os nde et on ne 


Church Union Negotiations 


Aid to church unity efforts approved by Central Committee. ...... 2 
Church union talks slated for Belgium. .......4.4.4.2.42.. ee oe 
East African church union talks make further PROETCAGs. 2) 6. 4, 3)! heed 
Unity talks in Scotland get fresh SIRI se tad a Sea ee) ie pee ec eee 
Two British churcnés unite ,-~ “°S* Sees oe 2 
Refugee relief, church union make headlines. ..... as kee iedh <6. ales seen 
Italian Methodists demand greater A haere. ty Pi nen: Ll A Phe EO tall A a | 


Communication 
WACC sets priorities for period ahead. ...... gation be. 4 
UK religious TV maybe leutit. (ovr leoghs op We ig tk ee tn te ee 
Canadian TV series features environment... . WEG i ? 
Awards given for top Christian TV programmes...) <2kv. ieee 9 
Expulsion of EPS correspondent by Vietnam hit by US Conference . ... 12 
Christian jury honours Third World films . . ae 
Voices for the new Africas, ), % .. . 2s =o vec thr fear wles Sat Teen Gee ee a 
Vienna conference to examine woman's image in mass media... 
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Inter-church film group makes award. paca 
Mass media discount women, Vienna eecirtcren told. sy se 


Confessional and Denominational Life and Structure 
Baptist Church in Poland notes gains . eeys | 
West German churches discuss race, new structure far EKD 5 
Church of Norway sets human rights study . 
Czech Methodists prize ecumenical ties : 
Cuban Baptist activities told to European meeting. 
Congo church seeks return of dissenting elements 
First Eucharistic service for Kimbanguist Church... . 
East Berlin synod will have own bishop . og : 
Pacific Conference votes unified structure, new Reed A 
Church of Scotland to examine investments in southern Africa 
Russian synod lifts anathemas against ''0ld Believers". 


Development 


Ethiopian Church considers nation's development needs. 
Development task pushes churches in Africa to common action. 
High priority given theology in development discussion . 


Dr. Blake Ree Christian concern for development, justice and 


peace. e e e e ° e e ° e e s e (} e e e e 
Development at nateadars iegeit a Swiss initiative 
SODEPAX to undertake public opinion programme. .... 


Hope aie in thé Philippines... 27. . 

Youth's share in deve lopment ° . 

North Africa diary: people in sage th imen’ ee 
WCC spokesman urges justice for poor of Third World. i 8 
Austrian youth find need for development at home . . 


Education 


Central Committee endorses merger with world Christian education body. 


Pastorate needs renewal, Swiss students say. : 

Nine more education projects to get aid from ERF . 

Urban problems, new frontiers are topics at Bossey 

TEP directorsdiesmstiddenlyns sc-hsaaweeib- saneq- bua- med! gan 
SODEPAX to undertake public opinion programme. .. . . 
Italy's Protestants give notice they will oppose bu, abtake : 
Walter Hollenweger gets mission post at Birmingham University 
Bossey graduate students prefer social issues to Bible . 
$50,000 for Middle’East Protestants. . ...... «.. a 
Chile's Protestant education centre wins government aaprsoll 
Study centres consider possibilities for dialogue. .... 
Post-graduate course for Russian Orthodox. 


Ethics 
The power of the’ purse . . 2. 2 + se © © ee we ew 


Evangelism 


Salvation in a secular world ..... : y Ce sodNs 
Dialogue, evangelism and peace aiatasiaa at fap aged meeting. 


Festivals and Anniversaries 
Greek Roman Catholics agree with Orthodox on Easter date. . 


Pentecost 1971: Message from the Presidents of the World Council of 


Chur ches ° e e e e e e e e e e e ° e ° e . e . es e e 
8,000 celebrate Easter at Taine baa) sh) say ee eh Uae SD 8 
Blake greets Oslo Diocese on 900th anniversary ...-++-+-+ 
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Health and Healing 


Agenda: for’ annual CMC meeting -sétivswedrs Fe) Pov ver sr7estedoes 
United Church of Canads urges birth¢contrany v7er .fiee Puerp asi te 
ALERT to the rescue: .... alee eee LOM ae eIRISTIMG! 2 
Tanzania medical centre is joint ciusehteiaee effort eek TVIy FO, 
New thrust in health care slated by the churches ......... 


Humanum Studies 
Humanum studies to focus on particular problems. ......... 
"Towards -one new man “ineJesus Christ"v!t .egdsiye2 govevd aged Jmoug 
Canadian TV series features environment. . ......s. se es 


Inter-Church Aid(see also also Refugees, Migrants and Relief 


Regular support - sought f for Protestant churches in Spain. ..... 
DICARWS will step up response to disasters .... Pt a eee 
Record flow of resources went mr DICARWS in "70 hk AEP oh hed 
Human rights violations, women's ordination make church headlines. 
Local churches respond to Kenya's famine needs .......2.+e4-e-s 
Inter-Church Aid dispatched goods worth $42 million in '70.... 


Inter-Confessional Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 


Ecumenical straws in, the.Middle Eaati Winds! jueulrne. aa «os (hw tobias 
Hope of intercommunion between Orthodox/Roman Catholics discussed. 


Inter-Faith Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 
Dialogue priorities set by ad hoc Working Group. ........-. 


Dr. Blake. visits Algerian*ptesident do) 97% steignox<) yeu .em@elder¢ 
Dialogue, evangelism and peace discussed at top level meeting. . . 


International Affairs, War and Peace 
Christian Peace Conference meets Catholics . . « ss» « + « e+rsne 
US churchmen launch new drive to rally anti-war sentiment. .... 


Brazilian Government asked to allow investigation of torture reports 


Human rights violations, women's ordination make church headlines. 
US churchmen press timetable for Vietnam withdrawal. ....... 
Peace. La: pogaiblecmow,. Chfistians at Pari geeot ee ee 


Laity 
Use of laity by churches in Third World hailed % 43.0, 3 

Literature and Publications 
Bibles for Egypttan’ soldiers, ..<. .,'s. +c». >see na) ae 
Christian literature agency votes funds for 20 projects. ..... 
Introduetion’to a ‘conversation’. FS 98+. +,)*, *, © eee eee ences 
Two Third-World views of women's liberation featured in RISK... 
Singing a new song in Holland. ........ SPO pePerey fare 
WCC seeks to extend Spanish publications .......... 
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Liturgy and Forms of Worship 
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Pacific Conference's assembly uses indigenous worship forms. ..... . 13 
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Ministry 
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Asian churchmen want Squmentcal structure to Neale mission funds. 8 
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“Modern experience of salvation is theme of CWME assembly ........ 14 
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Orthodox Churches 


Orthodox theologians meét’in Addis .. 3. 2. 2.2 5 4 se ee ee ee 3 
Two ‘ehurches "dispute Jerusalem property lis Sees, Po. oN Poe SO. ae |S 
Lutheran/Orthodox talks held ..... oe PLO RRR At WOR Ga 7 
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New Russian Patriarch enthroned. ... . Ay “beara mritigss un aes aeeded Ge 
Russian synod lifts anathemas against "old delievers" Subnet aay eT Ue ate He) 
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Other Living Faiths 


Guidelines for dialogue with other faiths given By Central Committee 2 
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Dialogue as a continuing Christian concern... s+ + e+ +e ee ee ee LT 
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Personalities 
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Race Relations 
WCC's anti-racism grants approved by Central Committee vote ..... 
"Identity, DET community" is general secretary's theme ...... 
Gifts to WCC's anti-racism fund total $123,481. .... eas NP, TE4, 
Isolation of South African churches deplored by WCC eden secretary 
Gift from Netherlands Queen for World Council's race programme. .. . 
Penalties for WCC members threatened in South Africa. .......-. 
Race programme enters a new phase . . « « + + © © © © © © © ew ww 
Development at national level: a Swiss initiative. ......... 
Churches asked to halt Indian exploitation. ...... oe oe AE 
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West German churches discuss race, new structure for EKD. ...... 
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East German appeal to aid FRELIMO . « . 2 se ees se ee we 
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UK immigration bill under fire from BCC unit. ........2.s4-e+.. 
Cold Comfort Farm sold by Rhodesians. .°. 2. 2. 6 «© 6 s 8 6 ee oe 8s 
Anti-racism programmes, projects occupy world church bodies .... . 
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Church of Scotland to examine investments in southern Africa. .... 
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Churches consultation in South Africa postponed - Prime Minister 
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Lutheran delegates to visit South bectaas Oe a, mae ey Ee” 


Refugees, Migrants and Relief 
East Pakistan rehabilitation plan advanced by World Council ..... 


DICARWS will step up response to disasters. . . . 2... «e+ 2 ees 

East Pakistan rebuilding programme postponed. . .....+4+-++e+e-s 
Record flow of resources went Theeugn DRAW, LE: Veale ee. POC ane ng eet 
Local churches respond to Kenya's famine needs. .... AM prtsviul. 
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Churches encouraged to bring relief/reconciliation to Sudan. .... 
Asia Christian Service starts self-help projects in Laos. ...... 
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Churches step up their response to needs of East Pakistan refugees. . 
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Work with Latin America's masses held necessary for renewal. ...... 4 
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Women 


United Church of Canada urges birth control . . . 2. « «+s 2 ees 


Race, women's ordination engage Anglican Consultative Council . 


Anglican Consultative Council approves ordination of women. 


. 


Human rights violations, women's ordination make church headlines . . 
Two Third-World views of women's liberation featured in RISK. 


Refugee relief, church union make headlines .......-. 
Vienna conference to examine woman's image in mass media. 
Mass media discount women, Vienna consultation told... . 


Youth and Students 

Pastorate needs renewal, Swiss students say .....+.+-s. . 
Inter-African seminar lauds youth volunteers. ...... . 
Year-long project in Ceylon set by Ecumenical Youth Service 
Easter '71 marks second stage towards a Council of Youth. . 
University and student have role in creating new society -- 
Historic YMCA centre in Germany dissolved ....+ +6 
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West German youth study non-violent beslabenset SO tS borat BT 
Youth advisers to be repeated at next Central Committee . . 
8,000 celebrate Easter at Taizé . 1. + se + se ee ee eee 
Work camp leaders learn by doing. . « « «+ + s+ + © «© se eo 
More daring worship urged by youth. . . 2.» 2. s+ 6 ee ee 6 
WSCF Asia group acts on East Pakistan, Vietmam. ...... 
Christian youth of Middle East seek understanding of Islam. 
Africa is focus of European ecumenical youth assembly... 
Austrian youth find need for development at home. .... . 
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Editor's Note 


ioe} 


On Monday June 14, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, the general secretary of the World Council of Churches, cal- 
led a Press Conference at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva to make the first public statement by the 
World Council on the consultation with the member churches in South Africa on the World Council's Pro- 


gramme to Combat Racism. 


You will recall that in September last year the Executive Committee of the World Council allocated 
$200,000 to 20 organizations in southern Africa, Europe and Australia that are actively engaged in com- 
batting racism. A storm of protest resulted in South Africa, Germany and England. And the South Af- 
rican churches asked to meet with the WCC to discuss the theology and Biblical reasons behind the grants 


and the Programme to Combat Racism. 


This issue of THIS MONTH gives the full documentation on the negotiations between the World Council and 
the South African churches; the reason why the consultation was postponed and some implications. 


South African Consultation Postponed 


Geneva (EPS) - The consultation between the 
World Council of Churches (WCC) and the South 
African churches on the World Council's contro- 
versial Programme to Combat Racism has been post- 
poned indefinitely because of unacceptable res- 
trictions imposed by Mr. John Vorster, the South 
African Prime Minister. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the 
252-member World Council, told a Press conference 
at the Ecumenical Centre here (Monday, Jume 14) 
that the South African prime minister said he 
would not permit the World Council delegation "to 
go further than the Intemational Hotel at Jan 
Smuts Airport nor to stay longer than the actual 
duration of the 'confrontation'". 


Mr. Vorster also said he failed to see why the 
World Council should bring a 15-member delegation 
to "debate such a clear cut issue". (The South 
African delegation which was to be led by Bishop 
Alphaeus Zulu consisted of 30 members represent- 
ing the various South African churches and the 
South African Council of Churches.) 


Diy otdkewmnedt cute, sto Ureevicxmboraine,. (Con 
venor on the South African side of the consulta- 
tion and made public here on Monday, said that 
since Mr. Vorster "cannot manipulate the consul- 
tation to his own ends, he has evidently decided 
to make it impossible". This was a reference to 
Mr. Vorster's attempt to set the agenda of the 
consultation by limiting it to a discussion on 
"the grants made by the World Council of Churches 
to terrorists in southern Africa and the reac- 
tions of the South African member churches in 
terms of their respective resolutions against 
this abhorrent decision"'. 


Dr. Blake said these attempted restrictions were 


The Editor 


"totally unacceptable" to the World Council and | 
forced an indefinite postponement of the consul- 
tation. 


In his letter to Dr. Boraine the WCC's general 
secretary said the Council was willing to go to 
much expense in ''time and money" to get a dis- 
tinguished multi-racial delegation to meet with 
the representatives of the member churches in 
South Africa because 'we at the World Council 
take entirely seriously the real concerns of our 
member churches". 


The consultation which was planned for the last 
week in July had been under discussion since 
early this year. 


The World Council's 120-member policy-making Cen- 
tral Committee welcomed the desire for consulta- 
tion expressed by several South African churches 
when it met during January in Addis Ababa. 


Dr. Blake said, when he made public all corres- 
pondence related to the consultation between the 
South African churches and the World Council, 
there had been detailed discussion on the agenda 
of the consultation. The correspondence also 
disclosed that the South African prime minister 
had given the assurance that "he would allow a 
delegation from the World Council of Churches to 
visit South Africa for the purpose of a consulta- 
tion: 


Archbishop Selby Taylor of Cape Town, President 
of the South African Council of Churches, had 
said he thought it reasonable that those of the 
World Council's delegation "will be able to meet 
other people and travel to other places". 


Dr. Boraine's letter gave no reasons for the 
change of mind by the prime minister but it is 
evident that much discussion had taken place on 
the agenda. 


In a letter to the World Council on 9th March the 
(more) 


general secretary of the South African Council 
of Churches, Mr. John Rees, suggested that the 
consultation discuss "the reasons and theology 
behind the grants which you have given to cer- 
tain organizations operating in southerm Africa 
and, further, to offer your delegation the op- 
portunity to lear first hand the feelings of 
the member churches in South Africa about the 
decision". 


The World Council agreed to this on the under- 
standing that it included the entire Programme 
to Combat Racism decided by the Central Comnit- 
tee in January this year which urged member 
churches among other things to: 


a) "investigate and analyse the military, poli- 
tical, industrial and financial systems of 
their countries to discover and identify the 
involvement and support provided by these 
systems in the perpetuation of racism and 
racial discrimination in the domestic and in 
the foreign policies of their countries and 
coordinate their findings through the Pro- 
gramme to Combat Racism; 


b) "develop individually or in cooperation with 
other churches strategies and action pro- 
grammes designed to redirect these systems 
to contribute to the elimination of racism 
and racial discrimination, and to promote 
racial justice, and : 


c) "develop in cooperation with the Programme to 
Combat Racism and between themselves joint 
strategy and planning to secure and maintain 
full and mutual cooperation and support in 
their efforts to eliminate racism and racial 
discrimination in church and society. 


But at a meeting early last month the South Af- 
rican churches limited the agenda to a discus- 
sion on "the grants made by the WCC to guerrilla 
forces in southern Africa and the reactions of 
the South African member churches in terms of 
their respective resolutions and their under- 
standing of their responsibility in South Africa". 


Then Mr. Vorster took the issue up and suggested 
as the agenda: 'The grants made by the WCC to 
terrorists in southern Africa and the reactions 
of the South African member churches in terms of 
their respective resolutions against this abhor- 
rent decision", 


This Dr. Blake said was "totally unacceptable" 
to the World Council. 


Dr. Boraine agreed by telephone on Monday that 

Dr. Blake should meet the Press and inform them 
of the unacceptability of the prime minister's 

restrictions. 


He told Dr. Blake that the restrictions were al- 
so unacceptable to the South African churches 
and that they had lodged a protest with the 
prime minister. Dr. Blake assured him, as he 
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later told the Press conference, that indefinite 
postponement did not mean the cancellation of 
the consultation. He expressed the hope of. the 
WCC that it would take place in the "nearest 
possible future". EPS 


Dr. Blake’ s statement 


In his statement to the Press Dr. Blake said: 
"During its meeting in Addis Ababa in January 
of this year, the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches welcomed an invitation from 
its South African member churches for a special 
consultation on the Programme to Combat Racism. 
As you know, this Programme, and in particular 
the Special Fund established within it, caused 
considerable discussion. Since our South Afri- 
can member churches are in a very difficult sit- 
uation we were willing to meet them in their 
own country with an important delegation repre- 
senting both churches and staff. 


"On March 4, 1971, I received a cable from the 
General Secretary of the South African Council 
of Churches, Mr. John Rees, indicating that an 
invitation would be coming from the Council on 
behalf of the member churches of the World Coun- 
cil requesting us to come to South Africa for 
such a consultation. On the basis of the Cen- 
tral Committee decision I responded that this 
invitation was a welcome one, and we began a 
process of negotiation about size and membership 
of the delegations, the details of the agenda 
and the arrangements for the consultation. The 
rather long file of correspondence which is be- 
ing given to you indicates the course of these 
negotiations. I am making today the first pub- 
lic announcement on this subject since the ne- 
gotiations began, because Prime Minister John 
Vorster has evidently decided to make the con- 
sultation impossible. 


"In the meantime, the two delegations were cho- 
sen. I made it clear from the beginning that 
the WCC delegation would be multi-racial. Mr. 
Rees, the general secretary of the South African 
Council of Churches, indicated to me that the 
South African churches and the prime minister 
would understand this requirement. 


"In the first week of June I received word from 
Dr. Alex Boraine, convenor of the consultation 
on the South African side, informing me of new 
and unexpected conditions imposed on the con- 
sultation, not by the South African churches, 
but by the prime minister. The prime minister 
has interfered in the negotiations between the 
South African churches and the World Council of 
Churches : 


(1) He suggested that the agenda should be as 
follows: "The grants made by the World 
Council of Churches to terrorists in south- 

(more) 
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em Africa and the reactions of the South 

African member churches in terms of their 

respective résolutions against this abhor- 
rent decision". 


(2) He will not allow visiting delegates to go 
further than the International Hotel at Jan 
Smuts Airport nor to stay longer than the 
actual duration of the 'confrontation'. 


(3) He fails to see why it should be necessary 
for the World Council of Churches to bring 
such a large contingent ''to debate such a 
clear-cut issue''. 


"In my reply to Dr. Boraine I have expressed my 
regret that these new conditions imposed by the 
prime minister are totally unacceptable to the 
World Council of Churches and therefore force us 
to postpone the consultation indefinitely. 


"Of course I have expressed to our member chur- 
ches in South Africa and to the South African 
Council of Churches our hope that this postpone- 
ment of the consultation will not weaken the re- 
lationship between the WCC and the South African 
churches. On the contrary, it should inspire us 
to a greater determination under the given cir- 
cumstances to strengthen our fellowship." 


Ke dey W> one, 


Correspondence 


The sequence of correspondence on the consulta- 
tion between the World Council of Churches and 
the member churches in South Africa began on 
9th March this year with a letter by Mr. John 
Rees, general secretary of the South African 
Council of Churches. 


Dear Dr. Blake, 


I do hope that you are well. Thank you for re- 
sponding so quickly to my cable to you the other 
day and for the very excellent manner in which 
you have responded to the statement issued by 
our Prime Minister in regard to the representa- 
tions that we have been making to him. 


Since my return from Addis Ababa, I have been in 
consultation with the heads of the member chur- 
ches of the World Council of Churches in South 
Africa and as a result of a number of meetings 
with them, became convinced that the only course 
of action to be followed was that of a direct 
approach to our Prime Minister, the Hon. B.J. 
Vorster. The Prime Minister gave us a fair and 
courteous hearing, and he indicated that he would 
allow a delegation from the World Council of Chur- 
ches to visit South Africa for the purpose of a 
Consultation. I am, therefore, happy to extend 


this invitation to you to come to South Africa 
in order that we may discuss with you the rea- 
sons and theology behind the grants which you 
have given to certain organisations operating in 
southern Africa and, further, to offer your de- 
legation the opportunity to leam first hand the 
feelings of the member churches in South Africa 
about the decision. 


As intimated to you on the telephone, the delega- 
tion, as we see it coming from your side, would 
be of a multi-racial make-up but also one in 
which, whilst we acknowledge that there is the 
necessity for staff members to be present, one 

in which the majority of membership will be that 
of representatives of the member churches of the 
World Council of Churches. Therefore, I would 
ask you to commence to negotiate with persons 
who would comprise that delegation for a Consul- 
tation which we envisage taking place late June, 
early July or end of July. I realise that these, 
as you intimated to me on the phone the other 
day, were difficult dates for you. We visualize 
that this consultation would take three or four 
days and would be held in close proximity to Jo- 
hannesburg. I would ask you to respond about the 
proposed dates of the Consultation and, in retum, 
supply me with the names of the possible delega- 
tion in order that I may begin to commence nego- 
tions with our authorities here for entry visas. 


We are indeed grateful that this Consultation 
which has been called for by all member churches 
is now a possibility. The nine member churches 
in South Africa have, at this juncture, nominated 
two people from each of their number to represent 
them at this Consultation. Therefore, it appears 
that from the South African side there will be a 
total of twenty people, which includes two mem- 
bers from the South African Council of Churches. 
This being the case, not a very large Conference 
Centre is needed for the Consultation. 


If any of the dates suggested are not suitable, 
then is mid-August another possibility which you 
would be able to consider. Later than that would 
become an impossibility from the South African 
Side as it would entail breaking into annual meet- 
ings of the various member churches within South 
Africa. 


Yours sincerely, 
(Sgd) John C, Rees 


(Copy to Prime Minister of South Africa: Hon. Mr. 
B.J. Vorster; Moderator Presbyterian Church: Rt. 
Rev. A. Patterson; President of Conference, 
Methodist Church of South Africa: Dr. C.E. 
Wilkinson) 


In his reply of 2nd April Dr. Blake said: 
Dear Mr. Rees, 


Your letter of March 9 reached Geneva on March 16, 
(more ) 


and after consulting my colleagues, I am making 
an official but preliminary response. 


First of all, I want you to know that I welcome 
the news of the success of your negotiations 
with the Government of South Africa which makes 
possible a consultation between the representa- 
tives of our member churches in South Africa, 
It is important that we hear you and that you 
hear us, and I trust that we can work out the 
details of the planning of such a consultation 
to our mutual satisfaction. There are seven 
points which I would like to put forward in or- 
der that we may be entirely clear about the con- 
sultation. 


1. The delegations. According to your letter, 
there will be 20 representatives, two each from 
the South African member churches of the World 
Council and two from the South African Council of 
Churches. I am not yet prepared to say how many 
will come from the World Council of Churches but 
expect the number to be somewhere between 12 and 
15. It would be helpful to us if, as soon as 
you know them, you would send us the names of 
the persons who will be in the consultation from 
your side. I will undertake to send you our 
names aS soon as possible. I note what you have 
said about your desire that a majority of our 
delegation be representatives of the member 
churches rather than staff. May I respond to 
this by saying that in principle we believe our 
representation should be chosen by us and ac- 
cepted by you, just as your representation is 
chosen by you and accepted by us. I can assure 
you, however, that there will be in our judgment 
a sufficient number of people from our Central 
Committee or other constituency committees on 
our delegation in addition to staff participa- 
tion. My question here is: Do you agree that 
whom we send is our decision and is it under- 
stood that visas will be granted to the whole 
list which we send? One thing which could pre- 
vent a consultation taking place would be if 

the Government of South Africa should for any 
reason feel that it could not grant visas for 
the delegation which we believe is required for 
the purposes of the consultation. 


2. In contrast to the above point 1, I would 
respond to your letter by saying, as to the 
agenda itself, there must be agreement on both 
sides. In your letter you say: "I am, there- 
fore, happy to extend this invitation to you to 
come to South Africa in order that we may dis- 
cuss with you the reasons and theology behind 
the grants which you have given to certain or- 
ganisations operating in southern Africa and, 
further, to offer your delegation the opportu- 
nity to learn first hand the feelings of the 
member churches in South Africa about the deci- 
sion." 


As a preliminary response to that summary of 
the content of the consultation, let me say 
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first that we are perfectly happy to discuss the 
reasons and theology behind the grants we have 
given under the Amoldshain decision of last 
September, but we are willing to do this in the 
context only of the whole Programme to Combat 
Racism, particularly in the light of the Central 
Committee action of Addis Ababa, which reads: 


"6. The Central Committee urges the member chur- 
ches themselves or through their respective na- 
tional councils to: 


a) investigate and analyse the military, politi- 
cal, industrial and financial systems of their 
countries to discover and identify the involve- 
ment and support provided by these systems in 
the perpetuation of racism and racial discrimi- 
nation in the domestic and in the foreign poli- 
cies of their countries and coordinate their 
findings through the Programme to Combat Racism; 


b) develop individually or in cooperation with 
other churches strategies and action programmes 
designed to redirect these systems to contribute 
to the elimination of racism and racial discrimi- 
nation, and to promote racial justice, and 


c) develop in cooperation with the Programme to 
Combat Racism and between themselves joint stra- 
tegy and planning to secure and maintain full 
and mutual cooperation and support in their ef- 
forts to eliminate racism and racial discrimi- 
nation in church and society. 


To this end the Central Committee welcomes the 
invitation of South African churches for consul- 
tation on joint strategy and action. 


If this understanding is agreeable to you, then 
I would suggest that the agenda would include: 


Presentations on the part of the WCC 

1. its understanding of itself as a Council of 
Churches 

2. the history of its policies and programmes 
with regard to race, and, 

3. an exposition of the present Programme to 
Combat Racism, including a presentation of the 
Special Fund, which has been the occasion of the 
need for this particular consultation. This pre- 
sentation would necessarily include the theologi- 
cal and biblical basis of the whole programme. 


These would be followed by presentations of cri- 
tiques of the World Council's position and ac- 
tions as seen from the point of view of the 
South African member churches and of the South 
African Council of Churches. 


In the three or four days of the consultation 
there must be plenty of time given for the give 
and take of open discussion. 


3. We are presuming that the consultation will 
be at least partly open to the Press, since its 
purpose, as we understand it, is not envisaged 
as being to formulate an agreed-upon consensus 
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leading to new policy, but rather to explain the 
World Council's policy and to give full opportu- 
nity for the member churches of South Africa to 
criticise it. This does not preclude there be- 
ing a statement released by the consultation it- 
self, but I think it would be dangerous for us 
to suppose that we would be able to reach an 
agreed-upon statement. The danger of an entire- 
ly closed meeting is that the constitutency in 
South Africa and in the world would know that a 
meeting had been held but would depend upon ap- 
proximately thirty different people's individual 
descriptions of what had happened. This could 
bee embarrassing equally to the churches of 
South Africa and to the World Council of Chur- 
ches. My question is therefore: Do you pro- 
pose that the consultation shall be open to the 
Press at least for its major position presenta- 
tions? We see value in some closed sessions 
particularly when free discussion is desired. 


4. We shall also have to agree as to who shall 
preside over the consultation. My suggestion 
would be that there be two co-chairmen, one from 
the World Council of Churches' delegation and 
one from the South African delegation. If you 
are prepared to accept this idea, I would be 
glad to have your decision as to who should pre- 
side from your side and we Will send you ours as 
soon as we have been able to determine our dele- 
gation. 


5. We must agree upon mutually accepted dates. 
This is difficult as we must correspond through- 
out the world to find who can be made available 
for this purpose at the dates decided upon. May 
I suggest tentatively that the consultation take 
place near Johannesburg on June 16-19 or upon 
July 25-31. It appears that the June dates are 
preferable here but the consultation would have 
to be shorter. We need your reply on this sub- 
ject at the earliest possible moment. 


6. We must agree upon the living arrangements 
for the consultation. I would remind you that 
we would expect, as a World Council of Churches, 
meal and sleeping accommodations for our whole 
delegation that will not be in any way embarras- 
sing. Will you be specific on this point? 


7. There are other questions which occur to us. 
Should there be invited observers from non-mem- 
ber churches, particularly the Dutch Reformed 
Church and the Roman Catholic Church? Will the 
visas of our delegation be such that those who 
have time can visit other cities after the con- 
sultation and see your country? Is it under- 
stood that our delegation would be able to make 
visits to churches, friends, the Christian Insti- 
tute, etc. etc. With relation to point 1 above, 
can you let me know if Bishop Zulu will be on 
the South African delegation. If not, would you 
propose his presence at the consultation in some 
way that his double representation would be sym- 
bolized? 


May I hear from you as early as possible your 
considered response to the points made in this 
Letter 


Very cordially yours, 
(Sgd) Eugene Carson Blake 


(cc. Prime Minister Vorster, Rt. Rev. A. Paterson, 
DraeG.b. Wilkinson; “Rts Rey. -A-H. “Zulu;’ Officers 
of the World Council: Dr. M.M. Thomas, Metro- 
politan Meliton of Chalcedon, and Miss Pauline 
Webb; All Africa Conference of Churches: Mr. S. 
H. Amissah, Canon Burgess Carr) 


TORRE OR: 


Mr. J.W. de Gruchy, director of publications of 
the South African Council of Churches, wrote 
three letters to Dr. Blake on 13th, 20th and 22nd 
April during the time the WCC General Secretary 
was visiting member churches in Pakistan, Indone- 
sia and the USA. The first two were acknowledged 
by Dr. Blake's secretary and on 5th May Dr. Blake 
himself replied. 


Dear Dr. Blake, 


We acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 2nd 
April in response to ours of the 9th March re- 
garding the consultation between the World Coun- 
cil of Churches and its member churches in South 
Africa. 


In the absence of Mr. Rees overseas I am hand- 
ling this matter on behalf of the Council of 
Churches, and have been in contact with the lea- 
ders of the churches to whom you sent copies of 
your letter. A copy also has been sent by us to 
the Archbishop of Cape Town. When these persons 
have had the opportunity to study the contents 
of your letter and to consider the two sets of 
dates mentioned in your letter I will immediate- 
ly contact you again to indicate what their 
thinking is. I am of course bearing in mind the 
urgency necessary for the fixing of these dates 
so that you can assemble the delegation which 
you desire to have, in time. 


As you know, John Rees will be visiting Geneva 

in the near future and I presume that you will 
discuss your letter with him. Of course, we are 
all in the predicament of having to wait on our 
constituency before we can make any final arrange- 
ments. 


With kind regards, 
Yours sincerely, 
(Sgd) J.W. de Gruchy 
Director of Publications 


i a 


Dear Dr. Blake, 


Further to my letter of April 13, 1971, I am now 
in a position to report on the dates for the 
(more) 


World Council of Churches/South African Churches 
Consultation. It seems that July 25-31 or a 
period within that time would be most suitable 
from our point of view and that the venue will 
most likely be in the vicinity of Johannesburg. 
The issues raised by you in your letter are be- 
ing given serious attention by the relevant per- 
sons and as soon as I am in a position to report 
to you on this matter, I will do so. In the 
meantime, we trust that you will be able to pre- 
pare your delegation and we would also ask that 
for the moment the dates of the Consultation be 
kept as confidential as possible. 


At the request of the Presbyterian Church of 
Southern Africa, we have found it necessary to 
increase our delegation from two to three per- 
sons per member church. This means that our to- 
tal delegation will be increased from 20 to 28 
persons. 


Please let me know as soon as possible the names 
and details of the persons on the World Council 
of Churches delegation so as to facilitate the 
obtaining of visas. 


Yours sincerely, 
(Sgd) J.W. de Gruchy 


£6 & 


Dear Mr. de Gruchy, 


Thank you for your letters of 13th and 20th Ap- 
ril to Dr. Blake concerning the consultation be- 
tween the World Council of Churches and its mem- 
ber churches in South Africa. I am sure he will 
be pleased to have this information before him 
which will enable him to go ahead in assembling 
the WCC delegation. 


Dr. Blake is presently out of Switzerland and is 
expected back in Geneva on May 3rd. You may be 
sure that your letters will receive his personal 
attention as soon as possible upon his return. 


Sincerely yours, 
(Sgd) Secretary to Dr. Blake 


i Tee 
Dear Dr. Blake, 


The Archbishop of Cape Town has written to me 
and responded to some of the points raised in 
your letter. I think it is important that you 
should be informed about his reaction because 
it may well reflect the thinking of most of our 
Church leaders. 


(1) The decision as to who represents the World 
Council is clearly a World Council decision. We 
do not wish to influence the choice of represen- 
tatives though there may be certain people chosen 
who would not be given visas by the South African 
Government. 


July 1971 


(2) At this stage we would prefer not to discuss 


the agenda. There will be a meeting of the South . 


African delegation during May at which this ques- 
tion will be raised and our proposals for the 
agenda made. 


(3) Whether or not the press should be admitted 
will be considered by the Preliminary Meeting in 
May. At this stage we would not wish to express 
any views, but after May we will discuss this 
further with you. 


(4) The appointment of two chaimmen appears to 
be a very reasonable one and this will be on the 
agenda of the Preliminary Meeting in May so that 
the South African delegation can nominate their 
Chairman. 


(S) The question as to whether the delegation 
should meet with non-member churches is also one 
which will be considered in May though the heads 
of the Churches in South Africa already had this 
in mind. Further, it is reasonable to expect 
that those who come on the World Council of Chur- 
ches delegation will be able to meet other bodies 
and travel to other places. 


I would stress that these are the Archbishop's 
feelings on the matters raised though I am sure 
they represent the feelings of many others. As 
you know, he is President of the South African 
Council of Churches. I should also explain the 
purpose of the Preliminary Meeting which we will 
hold in May. This meeting will gather together 
the various delegations appointed by the churches 
for a few days to consider matters pertaining to 
the Consultation in July. It is felt that any 
decisions made with regard to the agenda, proce- 
dure, etc., should be made by those officially 
appointed by the Churches to represent tiem. 
These persons will obviously have the responsi- 
bility after the Consultation , of reporting back 
and it is, therefore, only fair that they.should 
have the opportunity to be in on the planning of 
its 


Yours sincerely, 
(Sgd) J.W. de Gruchy 


(cc: The Archbishop of Cape Town, Mr. John Rees, 
General Secretary, SACC) 


© = 2 = 


My dear Mr. de Gruchy, 


This is to acknowledge with appreciation your 
letters of 13th, 20th and 22nd April in response 
to mine of 2nd April to John Rees, which in turn 
was in response to his official letter of 9th 
Ma 


As you probably know, John Rees has had a copy 
of my letter of April 2nd which I sent to him at 
the address he gave me in the Netherlands. I 
will, of course, look forward to discussing all 
matters with him when he comes to Geneva later 
this month. 
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I am taking it for granted that, if the consulta- 
tion is able to take place, the dates of July 25- 
31 period are agreed. I note that you are going 
to discuss the points of my letter of 2nd April 
with the Representative Committee and that I will 
be hearing from you with regard to them. 


And now I come to the only matter in your letter 
of April 22nd that gives me real concern. In 
your point (1) you say: 'We do not wish to in- 
fluence the choice of representatives though 
there may be certain people chosen who would not 
be given visas by the South African Government’. 
If this should happen, when we have as responsi- 
bly as we know how chosen our delegation in res- 
ponse to your invitation, it will of course 
raise the question with us as to whether we can 
come at all. This would mean either that there 
would be no consultation or that we would change 
the place of the meeting out of South Africa. 

It would be the latter that I should much pre- 
fer, and I would hope that you would feel the 
same way also. 


May I take up one visa question now? It has 
been my thought that this was an important 
enough occasion to require the presence of the 
Chairman of the Central Committee, Dr. M.M. 
Thomas. He is, as you know, a citizen of India. 
He writes me that his passport clearly excludes 
travel to South Africa. Can you investigate on 
the South African Government side to see whether 
an entrance permit for Dr. Thomas to South Afri- 
ca could and would be issued without Indian Gov- 
ernment endorsement? So far as I know no other 
member of our delegation would be in that kind 
of position and therefore I write this now in 
order to have the fullest amount of time to work 
on the problem. 


Very cordially yours, 
(Sgd) Eugene C. Blake 


(cc: Dr. M.M. Thomas, Mr. Baldwin Sjollema) 


Ki oR Ke 


Dear Dr. Blake, 


Thank you for your letter of May 5, 1971, with 
regard to the planned meeting between the WCC 
and South African member churches. It is now 
certain that if the Consultation does take 
place, it will be within the dates July 25-31 
as intimated in my earlier letter. 


We appreciate very much your feelings as ex- 
pressed in the fourth paragraph of your letter, 
but I think, in all honesty, we had to say this 
and accept the consequences. It may well be 
that we are doing an injustice to those who 
grant visas but that remains to be seen. You 
will appreciate that this is not of our making. 


With regard to the visa question, I would sug- 
gest that it is absolutely essential to have 


the full names and details (passport numbers, 
countries, etc.) as soon as possible so that we 
can make application here for visas as well as 
your own application from Geneva. We would need 
the same information with regard to Dr. M.M. 
Thomas before even taking up the question with 
our authorities. It seems to me that it might 
be advisable for us to submit the total list, 
including Dr. Thomas' name, rather than single 
out his particular case and send the names in 
separately. In any event, I would need to have 
these particulars before taking up his own case 
and would ask you to send these at your very 
earliest convenience. 


Yours sincerely, 
(Sgd) J.W. de Gruchy 


Ca i 


Dear Mr. de Gruchy, 


I thank you for your letter of May 10. I know 

and think I appreciate the difficult position 

you are in with regard to your second paragraph 
of your letter. I am doing everything I can to 
make the consultation possible, but I must wam 
you now that there will be no consultation pos- 
sible in South Africa if a selective granting of 
visas is made by the Government of South Africa. 


I am somewhat troubled about your third paragraph. 
The situation of Dr. M.M. Thomas, who is my chair- 
man and who is a citizen of India, is a different 
problem and more complicated than will be the 
problem of anyone else. That was the reason that 
I suggested that you should make a special in- 
vestigation of his case as an Indian citizen. If 
it should work out that he did not come, we have 
a person on our list who is also an India citi- 
zen and, therefore, I need to know as early as 
possible the special procedures that may be ne- 
cessary to get anyone from India into South Af- 
rica. This has nothing to do with the problem 

to which I referred in my former paragraph. I 
will, however, try to get the information that 
you ask, but I do respectfully suggest that a 
special inquiry, with regard not to Dr. Thomas 

as such but to an Indian citizen would be in or- 
der before I am able to send you the full list. 


Very cordially yours, 
(Sgd) Eugene C. Blake 
(cc: Mr. Sjollema) 


IK Bese 


Mr. de Gruchy's letter of 19th May, 1971 was 
addressed to the Prime Minister of South Africa 
and a copy was sent to Dr. Blake. 


Dear Sir, 


We thank you for your letter of May 8, 1971, with 

regard to the proposed meeting between South Af- 

rican member churches and the World Council of 
(more) 
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Churches. 


The delegation appointed by the South African 
member churches has now met to consider the 
Agenda and other details. They have instructed 
me to write to you with the following informa- 
tion: 


The Agenda will be as follows: "The grants made 
by the WCC to guerrilla forces in Southern Afri- 
ca and the reactions of the South African member 
Churches in terms of their respective resolu- 
tions and their understanding of their responsi- 
bility in South Africa". 


We trust that the above terms will Satisfy your 
conditions and that you will allow the meeting 
to take place. 


With regard to the final paragraph in your let- 
ter, we respectfully submit that our original 
invitation to the World Council of Churches did 
not indicate any limit to their delegation. 

The General Secretary of the WCC has indicated 
that approximately 12-15 persons will be ap- 
pointed to represent them. In view of the fact 
that the South African delegation will number 
thirty persons, we would appreciate it if you 
would allow the WCC to send their Suggested nun- 
ber of delegates. { 


It has been very difficult for us to decide on 
the venue for this proposed meeting. However, 
we have made a preliminary booking at the kind 
invitation of St. Peter's Theological Seminary, 
Hammanskraal. If there is any further informa- 
tion which you require, we would be glad to fur- 
nish same. May we request that further corres- 
pondence on this matter be directed to the con- 
venor of the executive appointed for this meet- 
ing, Dr. A.L. Boraine, P.O. Box 2157, Durban. 
We would appreciate it if copies of correspon- 
dence to him could be sent to us. 


Yours sincerely, 
(Sgd) J.W. de Gruchy 


a a 


Following a meeting of the South African churches 
on May Sth Mr. de Gruchy wrote to Dr. Blake. 


Dear Dr. Blake, 


Further to my letter of April 22, 1971, I wish 
to inform you that the Preliminary Meeting of 
the South African delegation has now taken 
place. We wish to make the following points 
with regard to our proposed meeting, 


(1) In the light of your letter of April 2, 
1971, and our reflection upon it, we suggest 
that the agenda be: "The grants made hy the 
WCC to guerrilla forces in Southern Africa and 
the reactions of the South African member chur- 
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ches in terms of their respective resolutions 
and their understanding of their responsibility 
in South Africa". 


We wish to indicate that our invitation to the 
World Council of Churches was made prior to the 
Addis Ababa meeting of the Central Committee . 
Therefore, we must make it clear that our Chur- 
ches have not agreed to consult on joint stra- 
tegy and action in tems of Item 6 of Document 
55 as referred to by you on Page 2 of your let- 
ter, 


(2) The South African delegation has elected 
Bishop Alphaeus Zulu as its Chairman. The other 
delegates, insofar as they have been appointed 
at this time are: The Rev. L. Mateza, the Rev. 
L.M. Ngema, the Rt. Rev. A Paterson, the Rev. A. 
W. Habelgaam, the Rev. Dr. B. Krtiger, the Rev. 
J.J. Ulster, Dr. S. Nielson, the Rev. D.J. Gqwe- 
ta, the Rev. W.M. Majikijela, the Rev. J. Wing, 
the Rev. B.N.B Ngidi, the Rev. J. Thorne, Dr. K. 
Niimberger, the Rev. D. Tutu, the Rt. Rev. B.B. 
Burnett, Dr. E. Strassberger, Professor C.W. 
Cook, the Rt. Rev. J.Y. Hliso, the Rev. B.M. Mo- 
laba, the Rev. A.E. Hendricks, Dr. Alex Boraine 
ahd the Rev. S. Mokitimi. As already indicated, 
there are other names still to be appointed. 


(3) We recommend that the Press be not invited 
to attend the meeting but that all matters re- 
lating to press statements, press conferences, 
etc., be discussed by us together at the meeting. 


(4) We suggest that the meeting begins on Mon- 
day at 3:00 pm July 26 and concludes not later 
than Friday, 30th at lunch time. We anticipate 
that the venue will be near Johannesburg and 
that there will be no difficulty with regard to 
the housing and hospitality of all delegates. 


(5) We have decided that no observers be invited 
to attend. However, should you wish to make con- 
tact with such churches, we enclose a list of 
their leaders and their addresses. Further, it 
is not within our control to determine the na- 
ture of your visas but we hope that the delegates 
will have all the Opportunity they need to visit 
whomever they wish. 


Finally, we wish to indicate that we have appoin- 
ted the Rev. Seth Mokitimi as Chaplain to the 
meeting and trust that this would be acceptable 
to you. Further, we trust and pray that this 
planned meeting will take place to the benefit 
of the Church of Jesus Christ today. 


With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sgd) J.W. de Gruchy 
(cc: The Prime Minister) 


Another letter on general details was addressed 
(more) 
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to Dr. Blake on May 21st. 
Dear Dr. Blake, 


Thank you for your letter of May 13, 1971, with 
regard to the visit of Dr. M.M, Thomas, I haye 
made enquiries through our Department of Inter- 
ior and as far as our Government is concerned, 
the problem you raise rests with the Indian au- 
thorities. Dr. Thomas needs the endorsement of 
the Indian Government on his passport to allow 
him to come to South Africa. From the South 
African side, all that is required is a visa ob- 
tained through the normal channels and this is 
not dependent on the Indian endorsement. In 
other words, Dr. Thomas comes as any other mem- 
ber of the delegation. 


Further to my letter of May 19 which I trust you 
have received, may I mention that I inadvertent- 
ly left off three names from the list of the 
South African delegation, namely, those repre- 
senting the South African Council of Churches - 
Mr. John Rees, Dominee Beyers Naudé, and my own 
name, as secretary to the proposed meeting. The 
reason for forgetting these names is simply that 
the first two were not present at the Prelimi- 
nary Meeting. Further, as indicated in my ear- 
lier letter, there are still other names that 
have not yet been released. 


We have had correspondence from the South Afri- 
can Foundation, which is a non-government asso- 
ciation concerned about presenting the South Af- 
Yican image to the world at large. They have 
indicated their desire to discuss the WCC grants 
with members of the WCC delegation, and also to 
assist in any way they can to enable delegates 
to see parts of the country in which they may 
be interested. You will probably be aware of 
their stance and, therefore, will need to make 
up your own mind on how you wish to respond to 
this. We would be happy to assist in whatever 
way we can. I would appreciate an early com- 
ment on this which I think could be quite sig- 
nificant. 


Yours sincerely, 
(Sgd) J.W. de Gruchy 


(cc: Mr. John Rees) 


Mr. John Rees, general secretary of the South 
African Council of Churches, visited Geneva in 
the latter part of May and had extensive discus- 
sions with WCC staff members. Dr, Blake wrote 
the following memorandum on discussions related 
to the consultation. 


Dear Mr. Rees, 


Having today brought you up-to-date with the 

latest correspondence from Mr. de Gruchy con- 
ceming the proposed consultation in South Af- 
rica in July, it seems best to answer the cor- 
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respondence with a comprehensive memorandum which 
you can take and discuss with him and with the 
representatives of the member churches which have 
been appointed to meet on the South African side 
of the consultation. I am covering the matters 
that concern us by commenting on the points made 
in Mr. de Gruchy's letter of May 19. His letter 
arose out of the Preliminary Meeting of the 
South African delegation. 


(1) I do not believe that this point is respon- 
sive to my letter of April 2nd nor is really in 
harmony with the letter from you dated March 9, 
1971 in which the formal invitation for the con- 
sultation upon which we are now working was 
raised. In that letter the invitation was given: 
"In order that we may discuss with you the rea- 
sons and theology behind the grants which you 
have given to certain organisations operating in 
Souther Africa and, further, to offer your de- 
legation the opportunity to learn first hand the 
feelings of the member churches in South Africa 
about the decision". 


In Mr. de Gruchy's letter of May 19, however, he 
informs me that the representatives of the mem- 
ber churches suggest that the agenda should be: 
"The grants made by the WCC to guerrilla forces 
in Southern Africa and the reactions of the 
South African member churches in tems of their 
respective resolutions and their understanding 
of their responsibility in South Africa". 


Certainly those who agreed upon this wording 
must have known that to call the organisations 
to which we have made our grants "Guerrilla for- 
ces in Southern Africa'' is unacceptable to us. 
Furthermore, that is a theme of a consultation 
and not an agenda. And although it is true that 
certain member churches asked for consultation 
with us prior to the Addis Ababa meeting - to 
which suggestions I have personally responded 
favourably in each case - it is nevertheless 
true as far as the World Council of Churches as 
an organisation is concerned that the Central 
Committee decisions taken at Addis Ababa do give 
the only context in which we officially can dis- 
cuss the race programme. 


Further I believe I must ask for a definite res- 
ponse to the suggestions which I made in my let- 
ter of April 2nd as to the presentations which 
we would propose to make. They were: 


'], its understanding of itself as a Council of 
Churches , 


the history of its policies and programmes 
with regard to race, and 


i) 
° 


3, an exposition of the present Programme to 
Combat Racism, including a presentation of 
the Special Fund, which has been the occa- 
sion of the need for this particular consul- 
tation. This presentation would necessarily 
include the theological and biblical basis 

’ (more) 
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of the whole programme." 


I think we also ought to hear from you as to de- 
finite agenda items which the South African Chur- 
ches would like to present in the consultation. 
From the beginning it has been understood be- 
tween us that an agenda must be agreed upon. I 
cannot even decide on how large a delegation or 
who should be on it unless we know the agenda in 
advance. 


(2) We note the partial list of the representa- 
tives of the member churches which is included 
in Mr. de Gruchy's letter of May 19 and we have 
noted his letter of May 21st in which he adds 
his own name, yours and Dominee Beyers Naudé. I 
am not able at this time to give a full list 
with the details needed but expect at the pre- 
sent date that our delegation will include: 

Dr. M.M. Thomas, Chairman of the Central Conmit- 
tee; Miss Pauline Webb, Vice-Chairman of the Cen- 
tral Committee; Dr. Ernest Payne, a President of 
WCC and member of the Executive and Central Com- 
mittees; Prof. Dr. L. Raiser, President of the 
Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany; Rt. 
Rev. John Hines, Presiding Bishop of the Episco- 
pal Church of the United States and member of 
Central Committee; Rev. Jean Bokeleale, member 
of the Executive and Central Conmittees and Pre- 
sident of Eglise du Christ au Congo; Mr. S.H. 
Amissah, retired General Secretary of All Africa 
Conference of Churches; Canon Burgess Carr, new 
General Secretary of All Africa Conference of 
Churches; Prof. J. Lochman, member of Central 
Committee; Father T. Paul Verghese, member of 
Central Committee. 


From the staff: Dr. Eugene C. Blake, General 
Secretary; Rev. Philip Potter, Director of Com- 
mission of World Mission and Evangelism; Miss 
Brigalia Bam, Associate Secretary of Department 
of Cooperation of Men and Women in Church, Fami- 
ly and Society; Mr. Baldwin Sjollema, Executive 


Secretary, Ecumenical Programme to Combat Racism; 


Rev. Charles Spivey, Secretary, Ecumenical Pro- 
gramme to Combat Racism; Dr. A. van den Heuvel, 
Director of Department of Commmication. 


I expect that our total delegation will not be 

larger than 16 or at the most 18 persons. I am 
attempting to get information from each one of 

the above proposed to send you as soon as pos- 

sible for action upon their visas. 


(3) I note that the representatives of the mem- 
ber churches have recommended that "the press be 
not invited to attend the meeting but that all 
matters relating to press statements, press con- 
ferences, etc., be discussed by us together at 
the meeting". This is hardly responsive to the 
passage in my letter of April 2nd in which I in- 
dicated that it would be very difficult for us 
to come to South Africa without having some con- 
fidence in agreed-upon press relations. Even 
today as I dictate this, there has been a re- 
lease in South Africa which is embarrassing to 
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us indicating that the consultation has been de- 
cided upon. I was under the impression that we 
were negotiating the terms upon which we can have 
a useful consultation. I take the opportunity to 
assure you again that I want tle consultation to 
take place. Nevertheless it would appear to us 
that the minimum would be an invitation to the 
press to those plenary sessions in which the for- 
mal presentations are made by the World Council 
of Churches within the agreed-upon agenda. I em- 
phasize that this is the minimum from our point 
of view and leave it to you as to whether you 
would not want the press to hear directly the 
presentations from your delegation given within 
the agreed-upon agenda. I am perfectly happy 
that all other matters relating to press state- 
ments, conferences, etc., could be discussed and 
agreed together at the meeting itself. 


(4) It is suggested that the meeting begins at 
3:00 pm Monday July 26th. We are hoping to fly 
to Johannesburg from Nairobi as a delegation on 
BOAC 021 arriving at 11:25 am on Tuesday 27th 
July. Therefore we suggest that the consultation 
begins one day later than your proposal and, if 
you wish, that it continues twenty-four hours 
longer, that is, to end no later than Saturday 
3lst at lunchtime. I note also that under this 
point that Mr. de Gruchy is anticipating no dif- 
ficulty in housing and hospitality of all dele- 
gates. I presume that this means that the dele- 
gates will live and eat together in a church ins- 
titution and that there will be no discrimina- 
tion as to room assignments, etc. 


(S) We have noted that you do not wish to invite 
observers and of course accept your decision on 
that matter. We appreciate your making available 
the names of some non-member churches with whom 
members of our delegation may want to consult 
also. I note that you hope, as do we, that the 
visas granted will be for a long enough duration 
so that ''the delegates will have all the opportu- 
nity they need to visit whomever they wish". I 
hope that we can understand this assurance to 
mean that there will be no difficulty in official 
passes to visit townships or Bantustans. 


Finally, we note that you have appointed the Rev. 
Seth Mokitimi to be Chaplain of the meeting. We 
are happy to accept this and propose that there 
ought to be several periods of bible study which 
might be offered by two or more of the following 
members of the World Council's delegation: Canon 
Burgess Carr, Paul Verghese, Pauline Webb and 
Jan Lochman. ' 


I hope that you will share this memorandum with 
Mr. de Gruchy and so far as it is possible with 
the members of the South African delegation who 
were responsible for the decisions which result- 
ed in his letter of May 19. May I in closing 
urge that as soon as possible you send me the 
official response to the questions raised in this 
memorandum. We are anxious to have the specific 
answers in order that we may be able to announce 
(more) 
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that the World Council has accepted your invita- 
tion for the Consultation. 


Very sincerely yours, 
(Sgd) Eugene C. Blake 


(cc: WCC staff members of delegation) 


Meanwhile in South Africa, the government was 
having second thoughts on the consultation as 
the letter to Dr. Blake discloses. 


Dear Dr. Blake, 


I have today received a letter from the Prime 
Minister in which he makes the following condi- 
tions in relation to our proposed meeting in 
July. 


1. He suggests that the Agenda should be the 
following: 


"The grants made by the World Council of Chur- 
ches to terrorists in Southern Africa and the 
reactions of the South African member churches 
in terms of their respective resolutions against 
this abhorrent decision." 


2. He will not allow visiting delegates to go 
further than the International Hotel at Jan 
Smuts Airport nor to stay longer than the actual 
duration of the ‘confrontation’. 


3. He fails to see why it should be necessary 
for the World Council of Churches to bring such 
a large contingent "'to debate such a clear-cut 
issue". 


You will appreciate our own feelings in terms of 
these conditions and after talking with Bishop 
Zulu it seemed right to communicate this to you 
immediately. 


We would ask you not to make this public until 
such time as you have responded to these condi- 
tions and see whether it is possible to reach a 
common mind regarding our proposed meeting in 
July and considering the enormous difficulties 
placed upon us by the Prime Minister. 


As soon as we have heard from you we will be in 
touch with the Prime Minister. 


Please direct all correspondence on this matter 
directly to me. At our recent meeting as you 
will know from our letter, Bishop Zulu was no- 
minated as Chairman and I have been asked to 
act as Convenor to handle correspondence with 
the Prime Minister and yourself, Press releases 
and the working out of final details for our 
proposed meeting. With good wishes, 


Yours sincerely, 
(Sgd) Alex L. Boraine 


(cc: Bishop Zulu, Mr. John Rees) 
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In a strongly worded letter Dr. Blake told the 
South African member churches that their prime 
minister's interference made the consultation 
impossible, 


Dear Mr. Boraine, 


Your letter of June 1st containing the new con- 
ditions imposed by the Prime Minister, Mr. Vor- 
ster, in connection with the proposed consulta- 
tion between the World Council of Churches and 
its member churches in South Africa makes sucha 
consultation as had been envisaged by you and 
us impossible. 


It appears that the Prime Minister, when he gave 
his original undertaking to Mr. Rees to permit 
the consultation, entirely misunderstood the na- 
ture of our relationships and the kind of meet- 
ing you desired to have with us or else he has 
since changed him mind. In any case, it is 
clear that the issue is now between your chur- 
ches and the Government of South Africa. 


Unless I hear from you promptly that you have 
succeeded in changing the position of the Prime 
Minister, I shall take it for granted that you 
agree that the consultation must be postponed 
indefinitely. This I regret, for I assure you 
that from the beginning we wished to speak di- 
rectly to you and to hear directly from you 
concerning the important matter of racism and 
its incompatibility with the Gospel. 


With regard to the conditions newly imposed by 
the Prime Minister, let me comment as follows: 


1. This wording of the "agenda" or rather the 
theme of the consultation is not what was pro- 
posed by Mr. Rees in his letter of March 9 nor 
does it take into consideration any of my com- 
ments on agenda in my letter of April 2 or my 
memorandum to Mr. Rees of May 26. It is en- 
tirely unsatisfactory. 


2. Surely the Prime Minister, by imposing the 
condition that the World Council delegation be 
confined to the International Hotel at Jan 
Smuts Airport, is attempting to back out of his 
agreement to give visas to our delegation since 
people without visas can normally stay in any 
international airport. 


Let me here list the people who had agreed to 
come to South Africa on my invitation and whom 
the Prime Minister thus collectively and indi- 
vidually insults: Dr. M.M. Thomas, Chairman of 
the Central Committee; Miss Pauline Webb, Vice- 
Chairman of the Central Committee; Dr. Emest 
Payne, a President of WCC and member of the 
Executive and Central Committees; Prof. Dr. L. 
Raiser, President of the Synod of the Evangeli- 
cal Church in Germany; Rt. Rev. John Hines, 
Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church in the 
United States and member of the Central Commit- 
tee; Rev. Jean Bokeleale, member of the Execu- 
(more ) 
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tive and Central Committees and President of Eg- 
lise du Christ au Congo; Mr, S.H. Amissah, reti- 
red General Secretary, All Africa Conference of 
Churches; Canon Burgess Carr, new General Secre- 
tary, All Africa Conference of Churches; Prof. J. 
Lochman, member of Central Committee > Father T, 
Paul Verghese, member of Central Comittee. 


From the staff: Dr. Eugene C. Blake, General 
Secretary; Rev. Philip Potter, Director of Com- 
mission of World Mission and Evangelism; Mr. 
Baldwin Sjollema, Executive Secretary, Ecumeni- 
cal Programme to Combat Racism; Rev. Charles Spi- 
vey, Secretary, Ecumenical Programme to Combat 
Racism; Dr. A. van den Heuvel, Director, Depart- 
ment of Communication. 


3. The reason I had proposed at great expense 

in time and money such a large and distinguished 
delegation to meet with the representatives of 
our member churches in South Africa is because 
we at the World Council take entirely seriously 
the real concerns of our member churches. It is 
evident that the Prime Minister does not take 
either you or the World Council seriously. Since 
he cannot manipulate the consultation to his own 
ends, he has evidently decided to make it impos- 


sible. Very truly yours, 


(Sgd) Eugene C. Blake 
(cc: Mr. John Rees, Rt. Rev. A.H. Zulu) 


7 oe ik + 


A Postscript 


It was not a happy day for the ecumenical move- 
ment when Mr. Vorster's interference caused the 
indefinite postponement of the consultation be- 
tween delegations of the South African churches 
and the World Council of Churches. Of course 
the postponement was necessary; on that both 
parties were agreed. Postponement does not mean 
cancellation; the ecumenical movement is strong 
enough to nourish the fellowship among the chur- 
ches even if governments interfere. Our disap- 
pointment in Geneva came from our desire to see 
each other face to face soon. Since the WCC 
made its grants, too many Silly misunderstand- 
ings and side-track discussions have arisen. A 
family gathering of all parties was needed to 
inform, question, correct and encourage each 
other face to face. We needed a common under- 
standing of the Programme to Combat Racism; cla- 
rity about the purpose of the Special Fund, 
meant to recognise the racial victims in their 
own struggle and not to opt for violence; in- 
sight in the actions of South Africans to combat 
racism; and an experience of our fellowship 
which transcends disagreement on details, - 
parently Mr. Vorster, after initially allowing 
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Such an occasion, became aware that he could not 
manipulate the consultation to his own ends and 
decided to put his foot in. His initial and fa- 
vourable reaction was based on the opposition of 
the South African churches to one programme item 
of the WCC; his later and negative interference 
must haye sprung from the realisation that on 
the wider anti-racism programme of the Council 
there was solid agreement between all member 
churches within the World Council. 


Probably Mr. Vorster has rendered the ecumenical 
movement a service in the long rum. He has been 
repeatedly told by the South African churches 

that not he, but Jesus Christ, is the head of the 
Church. His insistence on confusing roles once 
again will not only produce the protest he already 
has received from the South African delegation but 
will also create uncertainty among many people in 
his own Dutch Reformed Church. He has helped the 
WCC and its South African member churches to 
create a common point against government meddling 
in Church affairs which in history has nothing 
but bad and well-remembered precedents. 


In the short run however, he has made a much wel- 
comed discussion impossible. The most unaccep- 
table condition which he formulated was the one 
on the agenda. As the enclosed correspondence 
shows, the WCC wanted to discuss the full Pro- 
gramme to Combat Racism; Mr. Vorster arbitrarily 
not only told the churches to stick to the grants 
made to what he pleases to call "terrorists', but 
also instructed the South African churches to 
‘confront’ the WCC with their reactions to this 
‘abhorrent' decision. Accepting such a condition 
was of course impossible for the WCC delegation 
which receives its remit from the Central Commit - 
tee. And that body had just done all it could to 
show the context of the grants in its wider per- 
spectives. It was equally unacceptable for a 
South African delegation headed by a President of 
the WCC. 


By restricting the WCC delegation's freedom to 
move into South Africa the prime minister not 
only came back on his own earlier statements but 
also expressed his unwillingness to let the mem- 
bers of the delegation meet with friends and col- 
leagues in the South African churches who were 
not part of the consultation. His remarks on the 
size of the delegation were a direct insult to’ 
the ecumenical movement. Apparently the South 
African government - in spite of its claim to de- 
fend so desperately a Christian culture - has no 
great understanding of what words like 'ecumeni- 
cal movement' and ‘universality of the church! 
mean. 


People have asked: What will happen next? The 
first possibility is that Mr. Vorster changes his 
mind and leaves church affairs to the churches. 
In that case new dates can be arranged and the 
consultation will take place as soon as possible. 
A second possibility is a meeting outside South 
(more) 
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Africa for which the WCC is ready if the South 
African government does not deny passport faci- 
lities to an interracial delegation, If neither 
of these alternatives works, the churches will 
be dependent on their own imaginations to main- 
tain normal ecumenical relationships through more 
individual contacts. Most of these cannot take 
place in South Africa because, with one excep- 
tion, visas for South Africa have been refused 
to WCC leaders. 


In these trying times it is good to see things 
in their proper perspective. In earlier and 
similar situations the resilience of the ecumeni- 
cal movement has been greater than the obstacles 
put in its way. Om the WCC side these recent 
developments have only increased our solidarity 
with our brethren in South Africa and stimulated 
our determination to stay and grow together in 
the full fellowship of the ecumenical movement. 


Albert van den Heuvel 
Director, WCC Department of 
Communication 


News Round-up 


Setbacks and Progress 


Geneva (EPS) - Increased tension in church-state 
relationships in South Africa, the plight of re- 
fugees in India and the annual meeting of the 
Joint Working Group of the World Council of Chur- 
ches and the Roman Catholic Church highlighted 
events of the month. 


Direct interference by the South African govern- 
ment in church affairs compelled the WCC's gene- 
ral secretary, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, to post- 
pone indefinitely a consultation with the South 
African member churches on the Council's race 
programme. Dr. Blake described as "totally un- 
acceptable" Mr. Vorster's conditions for holding 
the consultation (see preceding documentation). 


The Lutheran World Federation has decided to send 
a delegation to South Africa to try to unravel 
racial differences between its member churches. 
This follows on a resolution from its fifth as- 
sembly last year to bring Christians of different 
races round the same communion table, and at the 
same time attempt to solve the problem of racial 
segregation and discrimination in churches. 


In Europe, the Church of Scotland and the Synod 
of the Evangelical Church in Germany decided to 
think again on their attitude to the race pro- 
blem and violence. The Scots are to have a look 
at their investment portfolio to ensure that the 
church is not helping to promote apartheid in 
South Africa. The Germans are to undertake a 
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study that will include an investigation of Ger- 
many's military, political, industrial and fin- 
ancial involvement and support for governments 
and systems that perpetuate racism. 


Development efforts in the World Council of Chur- 
ches received a boost this month with the announ- 
cement that the German churches have made a 
grant of 3 million DM to the Ecumenical Develop- 
ment Fund. A further $820,000 has been given for 
the programme and operational budgets of the fol- 
lowing: Commission on the Churches' Participa- 
tion in Development, the Advisory Committee on 
Technical Services and SODEPAX (the joint WCC/ 
Roman Catholic body dealing with matters related 
to society, development and peace). These grants 
are the first to be received from the German 
Churches' Development Service Commission, which 
gets 2% of the churches' income. 


The ecumenical conference on 'The Image of Woman 
in the Mass Media'', which concluded in Vienna 
June 18, agreed ''that women should be presented 
by the mass media as full human beings with every 
opportunity to realise their potentiality". 


It was also agreed that education was needed both 
by producers and receivers of media messages. Na- 
tional women's groups will be asked to choose the 
actions they deem appropriate from among a list 
that included the following: the mass media be 
asked to present a variety of positive images of 
women in varying roles and to make employment op- 
portunities available to women at all levels; wo- 
men might be encouraged not to buy products 
which are advertised in a way which "'degrades the 
human person'', to make a survey of children's 
books and toys to prevent early conditioning into 
preconceived roles, to prepare for employment in 
the media, and to become critical appraisers of 
programmes . 


A detailed study on the forms of cooperation be- 
tween Roman Catholics and other Christians at lo- 
cal, national and regional levels is to be under- 
taken by the Joint Working Group between the 
World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic 
Church. This follows from increased cooperation 
between Christians frequently through Roman Catho- 
lic association with, or membership in, Christian 
Councils. The study will take into account the 
theological, pastoral and organizational aspects 
of the cooperation as well as a consideration of 
how the cooperation "can contribute to the deve- 
lopment of the entire ecumenical movement". 


The Methodists in Italy, who are very much a mi- 
nority, have called on the Italian Federation of 
Protestant Churches to set a deadline for unity 
among themselves. The only other alternative was 
to become a sect, the annual Italian Methodist 
Conference was told by a British Methodist, Prof. 
Gordon Rupp. 


Churches in the Pacific are examining local forms 
(more) 
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and styles of church life and the unity which 
Pacific churches are facing in unique ways. The 
union of churches in Papua-New Guinea and the 
Solomon Islands has provided encouragement for 
closer relationships between the churches on 
other islands. 


The importance of dialogue between Christians and 
men of other living faiths was underlined by 32 
directors of Christian study centres in Asian, 
African and Latin American countries and also in 
discussions between President Houari Boumedienne 
and Dr. Eugene Carson Blake held in Algiers at 
the instigation of the Algerian leader. Study 
centre leaders saw dialogue as an unprecedented 
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opportunity to discover the meaning of mission 
in a pluralistic society. The talks in Algiers 
concerned dialogue between Christians and Mus- 
lims, which must involve both theological as- 
pects and human problems common to all men. 


The Christian Medical Commission at its fourth 
annual meeting in Nemi near Rome said its main 
task was to support ecumenical coordination and 
re-orientation of health care at the national 
level. It also saw a need for family life edu- 
cation through courses on reproduction and child 
care combined with relevant information about 
regulating the size of a family. 

EPS 


Periscope 


Church's Misuse of TV 


"Preacher", a one-minute animated film produced by the Film Department of the World Council of Churches , 
received an enthusiastic reception at the 8th Intemational Animated Film Festival at Annecy, France 
June 9-13. Although there was no award for short-shorts, the jury expressed admiration for the film con- 


ceived and produced by John Taylor of the WCC's staff oe 
Prochazka. The film, a pungent commentary on the Church 
Film Department is producing on non-commumication. 


rawn by Stania Prochazka and directed by Pavel 


Ss use of television, is one of a series the 


In nearby Annemasse, a group of young film enthusiasts 


gave ''Preacher"' one of their two top awards. It will also be shown at the Locarno Film Festival and the 


International TV Festival in Hollywood (USA). 


Jewish Roots of New Testament 


The World Council of Churches has forwarded 5,000 Dutch guilders ($1,400) to the Foundation Compendia 
Rerum Judaicum Ad Novum Testamentum in Amsterdam that is preparing a 10-volume work on the Jewish back- 
ground of the New Testament. It will be addressed to ministers, priests, rabbis and lay students of 
Judaism and Christianity and is expected to make a significant contribution to Jewish-Christian under- 
standing. Although the WCC has no funds of its own for Such work, it hopes to obtain an additional 
20,000 guilders ($5,613) for the study being done jointly by Jewish and Christian scholars. 


It Pays to Be a Bishop! 


Among the requirements for membership in the ecumenical council of Uganda is holding the rank of bishop 
of a similar position in one's own church. The proposed constitution for the council » drafted by Roman 
Catholic Bishop Joseph Willigers, was approved by a joint working group composed of leaders of the Ang- 
lican, Protestant and Catholic churches. It sets out the council's aims as collaboration on education, 


social welfare, communication and consultation, 


People in the News 


The Rev. Reinhold Niebuhr, world-famous American theol 


Ogian, died June 1 in Stockbridge, Massachusetts, 


at the age of 78. A faculty member of Union Theological Seminary in New York for 32 years, Dr. Niebuhr 
was the architect of an intellectual and politically effective movement known as "Christian realism" 
which influenced a generation of American diplomats and political scientists. His early books Moral Man 


and Immoral Society and The Nature and Destiny of Man set the terms of theological discussion for more 


than 30 years. He was one of 


ef American contributors to the ecumenical movement in its form- 


tive period, influencing the Oxford Conference report on Church, Commmity and State and the statement 
of the First Assembly of the WCC on the responsible society. 


Prof. Anwar M. Barkat, former teacher in the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies at Bossey near Geneva 
and currently principal of Forman Christian College in Lahore, West Pakistan, has been elected general 


secretary of the Church of Pakistan. 
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The Rev. Bastiaan van der Wal, 39, director of the Central Inter-church Office for Industrial Life in 
the Netherlands, died May 24 in Wijk bij Duurstede. Since 1969 he had been chairman of the European 
Contact Group on Church and Industry related to the WCC's Secretariat for Urban/Industrial Mission and 
represented the ECG at the UIM Advisory Group meeting in Kyoto last year. 


The Rev. Leslie J. Timmins, a Methodist, has been appointed director of the Churches Television Centre 
at Bushey near London where he will supervise training, programme production and research on mass media. 
With 15 years' experience in radio and television in Ingland and Wales he was religious adviser to the 
Independent Television Authority before his new appointment. 


Mr. Jason Mfula, 41, has been promoted from programme director to director of the Mindolo Ecumenical 
Foundation in Kitwe, Zambia. A native of Zambia, Mr. Mfula attended the Graduate School for Ecumenical 
Studies (Bossey) in 1968-69. Mindolo has a lay training centre, women's training course and a youth 
leadership programme and is the scene of a number of important conferences. 


The ashes of the Rev. William Henry Crane were buried in Kalina cemetery at Kinshasa, Congo, on Whitsun- 
day following an ecumenical service at the South Yolo Presbyterian Church. A pioneer in ecumenism in 
the Congo, Mr. Crane was born at Lusambo in Kasai Province to missionaries from the Presbyterian Church 
U.S. He served on the staff of the WCC's Division of World Mission and Evangelism until his death 12 
November 1970. 


Lt. Col. Jean Mabwidi and Major Shadrac have been appointed secretary to the general staff and acting 
general secretary respectively of the Salvation Army in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 


Mr. Enrique Rey, 42, a Spaniard on the WCC's staff, has been consecrated and made a captain in the Sal- 
vation Army and returns home next month as the first Salvation Army missionary in Spain. 


The Rev. Isaac Masembo is the new director of the Evangelical Theological College of Kinshasa, which 
trains pastors for the 11 Protestant denominations in the Church of Christ in the Congo. He has been 
teaching philosophy, African studies, comparative religion and church and society at the college. 


Two More Grants for Anti-Racism Programme 


The American Baptist Foreign Mission Society (USA) has appropriated $1,000 for the Special Fund to Combat 
Racism of the WCC, which is used to support humanitarian programmes of organisations of racially oppressed 
peoples. In West Germany, the Synod for the Regional Church of the Rhineland has voted 100,000 DM 

($28 ,366) for the Programme to Combat Racism and requested its executive committee to open a special ac- 
count to receive any contributions the churches might wish to make to the Special Fund. An appeal will 
also be made for church contributions to the programme activities. In Switzerland a study conference in 
Lausanne called on Swiss churches to support the Programme to Combat Racism and asked the government to 
ratify the International Convention on the Elimination of all forms of racism. Seventy attended the con- 
ference sponsored by the 'Declaration of Berne" movement. 


Boost for Development 


Thirty-three new projects costing a total of $3 million were approved by the Lutheran World Federation's 
Community Development Service at its recent meeting in Oslo. Total number endorsed since its formation 
in 1962 is 349 medical, agricultural, educational and social service projects. Funds have been obtained 
for virtually all the projects listed, with heaviest support coming from Germany and Sweden. Largest of 
the new projects is one related to LWF's Radio Voice of the Gospel in Addis Ababa: $870,250 worth of 
support for broadcasts designed to undergird development efforts in Africa, Middie East and Asia. A pi- 
lot project for rural agricultural development in Ethiopia rated $177,000 over five years. 


Church of Greece Takes Over Education 


Beginning with the next school year 1971-1972, the Church of Greece will assume full responsibility for 
the training of its clergy under a civil law putting ecclesiastical education under the Holy Synod. How- 
ever, the two faculties of theology at Athens and Thessalonica remain part of their respective universi- 
GES. 


Orthodox on Catholic Faculty 


Orthodox theologians will be permitted to lecture at the ecumenical faculty of patristic theology in Bari, 
Italy, under a decree issued by the Sacred Congregation for Catholic Education. The two-year-old faculty, 
which bears the name ''St. Nicolas'', becomes a section of the Pontifical University of St. Thomas in Rome, 
run by the Dominicans. It is dedicated to bringing about closer relations with the Orthodox. 
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Up 28 Million 


A new record was set by the United Bible Societies in 1970 with the worldwide distribution of 173,478,568 
Scriptures. This was an increase of 28 million over the previous year. The U.S. led the 50 national Bi- 
ble Societies, accounting for 99} million of the world total. 


Malawi Churches and Development 


A policy of cooperation between the churches and the Malawi Government was adopted during a recent meet- 
ing of Christian Service of Malawi held at Blantyre. The participants recognized, however, that "the 
churches have a special creative function of their own in the planning and implementation of development 
projects". The Committee for Christian Service gave priority to projects aiding agriculture, water sup- 
plies, financial self-support and preventative health measures. A development project sponsored by the 
Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the WCC was proposed to the Malawi Chris- 
tian Council and the Malawi Episcopal Conference. 


No Split in Congo, U.S. Churches Told 


In a major speech to the General Board of the National Council of Churches in the USA the president of 
the Church of Christ in the Congo, the Rev. Jean B. Bokeleale, refuted reports that his church is divi- 
ded. He noted differences "of only passing interest" among some missionaries based on divisions in 
their home countries. But Congolese Christians are "one under God" and united in their effort to play 
an essential part in the development of their country. Profiting from 100 years of missionary endea- 
vour, the church is now "united and independent" and does not wish to engage in denominational competi- 
tion, he said. : 


When the Bible Comes Alive 


Some 55 pastors, priests and missionaries took part in the annual Ecumenical Institute course at Bossey 
near Geneva from June 2nd to 15th which examined "The Bible and the Ministry". Realizing that Bible 
study is inseparably bound up with the most urgent contemporary questions, the participants tried to 
translate the fruits of their study and discussion into various forms of commumication. 
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Photo Oikoumene 


"Witnesses", a film on apartheid in South Africa produced by Derick Knight for the International Defence 
and Aid Fund, shows how hundreds of thousands of Africans living in shanty towns near the large cities 
have been labelled undesirable and sent to tribal areas under the government's policy of "resettlement 
in the homelands". The government terms these lands of "Limitless Opportunities", but the residents 
find themselves condemned to unemployment and extreme poverty on unproductive land. 


Opposite : (888) A shanty town resident. Credit: Anthony Howarth, courtesy of United Societies for 
Propagation of the Gospel. (889) Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, explains at a press conference in Geneva June 14 why the WCC delegation found itself unable 
to go to South Africa. (890) During Sharpeville Massacre of March 21, 1960 police opened fire on a 
crowd of Africans throwing stones to protest the law requiring them to carry identification cards at all 
times. "I don't know how many we shot", said the police chief, "but if they do these things they must learn 
their lesson the hard way". Credit: UPI Photo, available from UPI only. (891) Transportation is a se- 
ssa i He thousands of black workers forced to live outside the cities, miles from their jobs. 

oto: arth. 


Back Page: At the recent ecumenical conference in Vienna on "The Image of Woman in the Mass Media" wor- 
ship formed an important part of the programme for the 100 Protestant, Orthodox and Roman Catholic wo- 
men present (see page 15). (892) The Rev. Walter Hollenweger (extreme left) led the opening service in 
the chapel of the Bildungshaus Lainz, Roman Catholic retreat centre. (893) Mrs. Terttu Harkonen of Fin- 
land speaks during a plenary discussion. (894) Protesters at the recent ecumenical Whitsuntide Rally 
in Augsburg, Germany carry placards asking: Why only secret intercommmion? (895) East Pakistani re- 
fugees have a meal at Petropole camp in Bongaon, West Bengal. Photo: S.A. Johns, CASA. (896) Refugees 
exist in improvised tents. (897) Short short film "Preacher" produced by WCC was shown at Festival of 
Animated Films in Annecy, France (see page 16). 
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STUDY ON GENETICS AND CHRISTIAN 

RESPONSIBILITY REQUESTED 

Nemi, Italy (EPS) - A pilot study on genetics and the quality of life by a panel 
of geneticists and theologians was suggested by members of the Working Committee 


on Church and Society of the World Council of Churches, which met here June 17-26. 


The view of fathers, mothers and children should also be represented in the 
group, which would explore Christian responsibility in relation to genetic coun- 
selling, the foetal diagnosis of genetical diseases and abortion, and questions 


raised by genetic correction. 


Some 60 natural and social scientists and theologians approved the suggestion 
made by a working party and asked that it be conveyed to the World Council's 
Executive Committee when it meets in Sofia in September. The pilot study 
would be part of a larger enquiry on the social responsibility of scientists, 
for the group agreed that "the changing pattern of scientific work, the wide- 
spread suspicion of the power of science, the great dependence on science 

and technology and the awakening conscience of many scientists all highlight 


the need for not leaving the scientists alone". 


Two working parties considered the global environment. Their report said: 
"The finiteness of natural resources poses acutely the problem of equitable 
distribution". They asked a Church and Society Commission to consider the 
relations between environment and development, arguments given for reducing 
economic growth in developed countries, and the implications of their findings 


for social justice especially on the international scale. 


While modern technology makes possible the development of society, it is ac- 
companied by a proliferation of committees and a growth of bureaucratic pro- 
cesses, the group on political and economic Systems found. Power struggles, 
failure of communication, duplication of effort, paralysis from over-complica- 
tion -- these are the other side of the technological coin. This group urged 
a study of the problems of effective participation in decision-making by all 


those affected by technology. 


Discussing images of the future was a fourth group including Andre Dumas of 
France; Margaret Mead, the American anthropologist; Theodore Roszak, author of 
"The Making of the Counter-culture"; and I. Sotello, a Spanish Marxist study- 
ing in Berlin. They noted all the ideologies are facing their own crises. 
Their report stressed the importance of the arts and multi-sensory communica- 


tion in the search for creativity and human values. EPS 
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VIOLENCE /NONVIOLENCE PROGRAMME OUTLINED 


Nemi, Italy (EPS) - The churches must wrestle with the dilemmas of violence 

and nonviolence-in the context of the more general question of the legitimate 
and illegitimate use of power, said the working committee of the World Council 
of Churches’ Department on Church and Society at its annual meeting here last 


week. 


Charged with producing a two-year programme of study, research and communica- 

tion, the working committee warned that the debate about strategies for social 
change must highlight rather than obscure the urgent need for a more courageous 
commitment among Christians to the building of a more humane world. "There are 
many options open'', stated the committee. '"Non-engagement, however, is empha- 


tically not one of them". 


General ethical guidelines must be evaluated in terms of specific situations 
in which people make their decisions, the working committee agreed. Thus the 
programme will focus on a number of conflict situations (such as southern Af- 
rica, Brazil, Northern Ireland, East Pakistan and the struggles of blacks and 
other minorities in the USA). Potential conflict situations in apparently 
stable societies (such as parts of western Europe) will also be examined. 
Plans were made for gathering information and evaluating strategies, the in- 
volvement of theologians and church leaders in the discussion, the publica- 


tion of bibliographical and other material, and one or more consultations. EPS 


TWO U.S. PRESBYTERIAN BODIES 

TO CONTINUE UNION TALKS 

Massanetta Springs, Virginia (EPS) - Despite strong conservative pressures, 

the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church U.S. (Southern) continued on its 
ecumenical course. It voted to proceed with discussion of a plan of union with 
the United Presbyterian Church and asked that comments and recommendations on 
the plan be sent to the Joint Committee of Twenty-Four by November 30, 1972. 


Then both churches could take up the plan at their assemblies in 1973. 


In a second action the assembly approved continued membership in the World 
Council of Churches by a vote of 216 to 185. However, the Standing Committee 
on Inter-Church Agencies and Councils noted that strong negative feelings 


exist in some local congregations. 
EPS 
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CHRISTIAN COUNCILS MUST BE OPEN 

TO NON-MEMBERS, CONSULTATION TOLD 

Geneva (EPS) - The ecumenical movement still represents élitism because it 
seldom gets neon the level of official leadership, whether this be interna- 
tional, national or local, said the Rev. Victor Hayward, a British Baptist on 
the staff of the World Council of Churches. He was addressing participants 
in the first World Consultation on Christian Councils, which opened here June 
28. Purpose of the meeting, which lasts through July 7, is to help the coun- 


cils re-think their role in light of their nature, resources and problems. 


Stating that "the movement has yet to be democratized", Mr. Hayward stressed 
the need for a functional relationship of two-way communication, both "upwards 
and downwards". He called for a deliberate "transformer" operation by which 
news and views from outside could be selected and adapted to meet the under- 


standing and interests of people at a "lower" level. 


At present, councils of churches are too frequently an "ecumenical facade" 
behind which churches remain in practice as unecumenical as ever, he said. 
Instead of the member churches deciding what the council should do, they 


should be deciding what they as churches will do together through the council. 


The WCC's secretary for relations with councils hit hard at the image of the 
ecumenical movement as "a club of the like-minded or a hobby of the few''. He 
urged councils to seek stimulus from non-member churches and institutions, 
and from radical and protest movements. He called especially for efforts to 
explain the ecumenical movement to Conservative Evangelicals in terms that 


meet them on their own biblical ground. 


"Indigenous church movements have a great deal to teach "historic' churches", 
said Mr. Hayward, "and often the success of sectarian bodies of one kind or 
another indicates something lacking in the witness and experience of the more 


traditional churches". 


Some 25 national councils are "associate" councils of the World Council of 

Churches, he reported. An additional 29 are affiliated to the Commission on 
World Mission and Evangelism, and the World Council has working relationships 
with 29 other national councils, bringing to 83 the number with which it has 


formal or informal relationships. 


On the national level the Roman Catholic Church is a full member of 11 national 
(more) 
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councils: Fiji; New Hebrides; Melanesia; Sudan; Uganda; Finland; Denmark; the 
Netherlands; Guyana; St. Vincent; Trinidad and Tobago. It hotds observer sta- 
tus in many others and participates in cooperative efforts on development and 
medical work elsewhere. However, it is at the local and sub-national levels 
that Roman Catholic participation has been steadily increasing, according to 


Hayward. 


The opening address of the consultation was given by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches. Councils of churches must 
change, he said, because the world is rapidly changing, the churches are chang- 


ing and Christianity is facing new challenges from other living faiths. 


The biggest change in the last decade was that in the Roman Catholic Church 
produced through the Second Vatican Council and the response to it by all the 
other churches, according to Dr. Blake. But other changes are taking place in 
modes of worship, church structures, teaching, buildings, rejection of build- 


ings, foundations of faith and attitudes towards other faiths. 


Yet God and the Gospel do not change, he noted. And several “ecumenical as- 
sumptions" remain unchanged including: the self-revelation of a living and 
transcendent God, Jesus Christ as the source of unity and renewal, the Old and 
New Testaments as both the source and authority of the ecumenical movement, 


and the Christian faith as both a social and an individual response. EPS 


VIETNAM - A RACIAL WAR 


Atlantic City, USA (EPS) - The racial implications of the Vietnam war and the 
physical and social damage done to the Vietnamese, as well as the harmful ef- 
fect of the conflict on American life, are the subject of a resolution that 

will be put before an extraordinary ecumenical assembly to be convened by the 


National Council of Churches (USA) next autumn. 


Roman Catholics and Jews will be invited to the assembly to discuss the moral 


implications of the Vietnam war. 


"A wave of public opinion is opposed to the war. If this wave becomes a tide, 
perhaps the administration will pay attention to it", declared Dr. William 


Thompson, stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church. 


The National Council of Churches represents about 42 million Protestants and 


Orthodox. EPS 
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CICARWS PROJECT ASKINGS 

TOTAL OVER $20 MILLION 

Geneva (EPS) - The Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service © 
(CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches meeting here last week approved the 
listing for support of projects and programmes totalling some $20 million in 
1972. Churches and their related agencies will be asked to contribute funds 
and personnel to projects which aid the churches’ long-term work in service 
and development, as well as helping minority churches strengthen their witness. 
They include such items as agricultural improvement, health care, education 


and community organisation. 


A unique feature of the '72 project list is that all projects were screened 
by widely representative regional groups brought together in Geneva before 
the commission's meeting. For the first time, the commission will try to 
guarantee support for a limited number of programmes given top priority by 


the local churches, in an attempt to shift the power of decision to the regions. 


An analysis of the project system over the last five years revealed that only 
one or two countries in each continent were receiving the major share of re- 
sources. This support usually came from one or two sources and often depended 
on the number of projects put forward. This clearly indicates that the deci- 
sions about support were made by donors on the basis of project attractiveness 


rather than need or local priority. 


The regional meetings were part of a major reorganisation of the project sys- 
tem, and further discussions will take place in regional consultations. The 
Rev. Alan A. Brash, director of CICARWS, commented that the meeting of the 
groups had been a better procedure than ever before. "The test now", he 
said, "is whether we respect the decision about priorities made by the chur- 


ches who make requests". 


Within the programme askings are refugee projects totalling $2,089,948. A 
major shift in emphasis has taken place in the WCC refugee involvement from 
Europe to the Middle East ($1,079,043) and Africa ($673,160). Following a 
special task force report on the Refugee Service, some of the European offices 
are to be cut down or closed to make money available for African refugee work 


in consultation with the All Africa Conference of Churches. EPS 
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W.C.C. SETS INDIA/PAKISTAN 

APPEAL AT $4 MILLION 

Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches last week increased its appeal for 
refugee work in India and relief programmes in Pakistan to $4 million. The In- 
dia/Pakistan appeal was approved by the Council's Commission on Inter-Church 


Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) meeting here all last week. 


It responds to additional requests made by CASA, the Indian churches’ relief 
agency, which is operating medical and feeding programmes among 150,000 refugees 
in 40 camps in West Bengal and Assam. CASA has so far recruited eight medical 
teams which are busy vaccinating and attending to primary health needs. One 
team with three jet injectors innoculated 9,000 refugees against cholera on 

June 26. The food and milk distribution programme has provided some 162,927 


pounds of milk and 363,354 kilos of wheat. 


CICARWS committee members Viggo Mollerup of Denmark and James MacCracken of the 
USA, who took a quick trip to India June 25-29, reported to Director Alan A. 
Brash that roofing materials, clothing, soap and cotton blankets are urgently 
needed. All can be purchased locally. CASA has therefore requested funds 
rather than material aid. The visitors also reported that no more cholera vac- 


cine or overseas personnel are needed. 


Looking to the future, CASA has presented a possible five-year programme to 
cope with the long-term needs of the Pakistan refugees in India. A WCC team 
will visit East Pakistan in the near future to discuss post-cyclone rehabilita- 
tion work. The WCC has a $750,000 rehabilitation scheme, involving the recon- 
struction of three villages, in abeyance since the disturbances began in East 


Pakistan. EPS 


VARIETY OF WOMEN'S ROLES 

STRESSED AT VIENNA MEETING 

Vienna (EPS) - A plea that women be shown in a variety of roles by the mass 
media, and the suggestion that women withold their support from products that 
advertise in a way that degrades the human person were among two of the several 
recommendations coming out of the consultation on "The Image of Woman in the 


Mass Media" which concluded here recently. 


The 100 Protestant, Roman Catholic and Orthodox women who attended the predomi- 
nately European meeting agreed the media should present women as "full human 


beings with every opportunity to realise their potentiality". They were not 
(more) 
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willing, however, to say there was a single road towards achieving this goal. 


The consultation was sponsored by the Women's Ecumenical Liaison Group, the 

official agency for cooperation on women's questions between the World Council 
of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church. It was the first large-scale effort 
by women's organisations of the major Christian communions to look at the role 
of women in a changing society as reflected by the communications media. They 


were joined by 15 representatives from the press, magazines, radio and television. 


Groups from each of the 10 European countries represented will now determine 
what method to use to sensitize their members on the image conveyed by the 
media, and to persuade those who produce television and radio programmes, news- 
papers and magazines to reflect the variety of roles now played by women. Some 
groups will also press for women's employment in all fields of communication at 
all levels. Others may survey children's books and toys to see how they condi- 


tion children for certain roles. 


Dr. Marga Buehrig of Ziirich, co-chairman of the consultation, said the discus- 
sions showed "the mass media are more complex than our members think, and it 
is necessary to have permanent education on the subject, beginning at an early 
age, so that women will be prepared to criticise intelligently". She also 
hoped the meeting had made it clear there are other roles for women besides 


housewife and sex object. 


A panel on the Christian's role in the mass media made a strong plea that the 
media be seen as servants of society, and that Christians attempt to serve 
those employed by the media rather than enforce moral judgements. It is not 
possible to offer Christian solutions to media problems, it was said, or pre- 


tend that Christians have a monopoly on valid images of women. 


Participants were urged by the Rev. Jean-Marc Chappuis of Geneva, editor of 
La Vie Protestante, to be a voice for the voiceless or those refused a voice 
by the media. Dr. Stefanie Prochaska, who coordinates radio/TV for the Pro- 
testant churches of Austria, said her most effective programmes were those 
dealing with listeners' everyday, concrete problems. Mass media courses for 


schools. and women's organisations were also recommended. EPS 
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THIRD WORLD CHURCHES HAVE AIDED 

ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT -- POTTER 

Hamburg (EPS) - Three contributions have been made by Third World churches to 
the ecumenical movement, the Rev. Philip Potter, director of the Division of 
World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches, told members 


and associates of the University of Hamburg recently. 


Churches in the Third World--or the "two-thirds world" as some prefer to call 
it on the basis of population figures--have helped other churches realize that 
Christianity is a minority the future of which depends on its missionary energy; 
they have helped create a different sense of proportion in doctrinal and theo- 
logical matters; and they have helped the churches recognize that world poverty, 
hunger and underdevelopment are the number one problem for humanity and an 


inescapable challenge to all Christians. 


Mr. Potter delivered his address at ceremonies in which he received the degree 
of Doctor of Theology from the university's Department of Protestant Theology. 
The citation said he has "promoted the ecumenical movement for the unity of 
Christians and men of all languages and races and has represented it in his 


person". 


Noting that under colonial rule Christian churches were protected by the 
state and despised by the people for being foreign, Mr. Potter said they now 
must discover their own selfhood and freedom. To do this more effectively 
they have sought joint action and mutual relationships. This pressure for 
organic unity and more effective mission may well serve as an example for 


churches of the Western world, he said. 


Because the Third World churches are a minority, they have had to see how the 
Christian faith can be articulated in the context of living together with peo- 
ple of other living faiths and ideologies. "Such dialogue, in faithfulness 

to deepest convictions and openness to the existential realities, should not 
weaken but rather strengthen Christian witness", Mr. Potter said. At the 
same time he questioned whether theological faculties and colleges alone can 
cope with this problem and with the critical issues of the world today. He 


insisted that the whole people of God must be brought into the discussions. 


By pressing the problems of social and racial injustice, of development and 
peace, the Third World churches have reminded us that "ecumenical" rightly 


understood is about "the whole inhabited earth", he said. EPS 
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ANGOLA, WOMEN'S LIB ARE FOCI 

OF W.C.C. INSTITUTION STUDIES 

New York/Geneva (EPS) - A proposal to assist liberation movements in Angola 
and at the same time to interpret the issues of liberation and mission to 
North Americans was approved by an ad hoc group of mission board executives, 
Africa specialists and Angolans living in the U.S. The group, which met on 
June 30 in New York, agreed to raise $30,000 for humanitarian aid to libera- 
tion movements. Simultaneously it will help the churches understand the theo- 
logical meaning of participation in these movements by answering the question: 


"why respond to liberation movements?" 


The project is related to the study on "Christians in Changing Institutions" 
sponsored by the World Council of Churches. Reports on it and 15 other task 
forces (seven in Asia, Africa and Latin America) were given at the recent 

meeting of the Working Committee of the Department on Studies in Mission and 


Evangelism held at Jongny near Vevey, Switzerland. 


Other groups that received major attention were a Lebanese task force studying 
the role of bishop in a country where 17 religious communities (11 of them 
Christian) determine in practice the political and social life. A third group 
based in New York City reported on its study of women in changing institutions. 
It is focusing on three issues: (1) new life styles for women in the Church, 
(2) alternative models for women's organisations, and (3) theological reflec” 


tion on changing roles of women. 


Underlying all the studies is the assumption that institutions are not only 
essential but also a means for making society human. As human creations, they 
can become vehicles for man to serve God. Subtitled "Humanisation and Mission", 
the study aims to get those most deeply involved in the effort to humanize 


specific institutions to look at the significance of their actions for the 


Church's mission. 


The ad hoc group on Angola includes mission personnel from the United Church of 
Christ and the United Methodist Church (both USA) and the United Church of Ca- 
nada. They propose consultation between U.S. and Canadian churchmen and libera- 
tion leaders, theological reflection and sharing on the relation of mission and 
liberation, raising funds for material aid and preparation of popular interpre- 
tative materials. They believe the misunderstanding of liberation movements 

and the withdrawal of missionaries from Angola can be opportunities for inter- 


preting the changing role of mission and the theological dimension of partici- 
(more) 
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pation in struggles for freedom and justice. 


The Lebanese project being undertaken by the Centre of Religious Sociology in 
Beirut was inspired primarily by Metropolitan Georges Khodr, Greek Orthodox 
Metropolitan of Mount Lebanon, and Mgr. Gregoire Haddad, Greek Catholic (Mel- 
chite) Bishop of Beirut. One phase of the study will probably involve a Pro- 
testant church which, while it has no bishops, has many of the same institu- 
tional problems. Paralleling the sociological study will be a historical 
study on the origin of many episcopal activities, as well as the theological 


implication in each communion. 


The New York task force on women in changing institutions includes women in 
church-related organisations which have a concern for women's liberation. It 
will look at how women can change their roles in the church and change the 
church itself. A study guide on "Women's Liberation in Biblical Perspective" 
has been prepared and the group will attempt to develop a theology for women 


in changing institutions rather than a theology of women. EPS 


USE LOCAL EXPERTISE, 

SAY AFRICAN EXPERTS 

Geneva (EPS) - Too much money is being spent by churches on ex-patriate con- 
sultants and not enough is being made available to hire competent African tech- 
nicians for church development work, according to six African technicians here 
last week. They met with the World Council of Churches’ Advisory Committee on 
Technical Services (ACTS) to suggest the best use of technical expertise in 


church development projects. 


In a report, the African group says that too many foreign technicians with 
little knowledge of Africa suggest projects which appeal to them. "This", they 
argue, "creates not only a distortion of felt needs, but paves the way foretu- 


ture difficulties when overseas financial support ceases". 


Ex-patriate missionaries also sometimes obstruct progress to self-reliance. 
This makes it difficult for the churches to find their own role and define 
their identity within their own national development. Church projects must be 


integrated into national planning wherever possible, they add. 


The ACTS committee agreed the WCC should encourage local churches to use indie 
genous technical experts in a limited number of African countries. They could 


also provide full information on church development projects in a particular 
(more) 


No. 18 </Gth July, 1971 4 


country and their relationships to government efforts. 


Since the last meeting of the ACTS committee, some 51 surveys have been set 

in motion or completed around the world and the committee praised their tech- 
nical quality. It was decided that in future ACTS could make known what sur- 
veys are being undertaken so that interested parties could write directly to 


the commissioning body for information. EPS 


E.A.C.C. REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS 

FOOD NEEDS IN EAST PAKISTAN 

Geneva (EPS) - East Pakistan faces a serious threat of famine, according to an 
East Asian Christian Conference (EACC) representative who visited Dacca recent- 
ly. Dr. Muherman Harun from Indonesia reported to EACC General Secretary U Kyaw 
Than on discussions he had in East Pakistan with the UN relief coordinator, the 


deputy relief commissioner of East Pakistan and the member churches of the EACC. 


The estimates of relief officials suggest that 2 million tons of grain will be 
needed before October. UN organisations will be looking for around 14 million 
tons. The EACC and the World Council of Churches are curently examining possi- 
bilities of finding and shipping part of the remaining grain needs as well as 
drugs, medical supplies and building materials. A WCC delegation is visiting 


Dacca this week. 


Dr. Harun confirmed reports of widespread suffering inside East Pakistan. He 
said that transport and communication are the most serious problems, making 


relief operations very difficult. 


One town he visited had been 40% destroyed. "The family I stayed with", he 
said, "had spent 14 months in the rice fields constantly on the move. They 
returned to find all their household goods gone. I ate on the only plate in 


the house". 


Meanwhile refugees from East Pakistan in India continue to be battered by the 
monsoon rains and subject to new attacks of cholera. It was announced here 
last week that churches around the world have shipped more than $500,000 worth 
of plastic tarpaulins, drugs including cholera vaccines, and food stuffs to 
India. This is in addition to the $1,500,000 in cash that has been received 
or pledged for local purchase of relief goods and the feeding and medical team 


programmes of the Indian churches. EPS 
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LEADERSHIP ROLE OF NATIONAL 

COUNCILS STRESSED BY CONFERENCE 

Geneva (EPS) - Councils of churches should be encouraged by their member chur- 
ches to pioneer in controversial areas where individual churches are not willing 
or equipped to act. This was one of the main points agreed upon by 100 persons 


attending the World Consultation on Christian Councils which closed here July 7. 


A statement addressed to the 66 councils represented at the meeting called for 
their involvement "in actions to promote development and ensure social justice, 


to combat racism and injustice and bring reconciliation". 


Admitting that council relationships to governments are often determined by either 
tax collection on behalf of the church or per capita grants or tax exemptions, 
the statement said: "A council must neither be a tool in the hands of that go- 
vernment nor attempt to assert some imaginary authority over it, though there 

are certain basic human rights on which a council must insist. Yet a council 


exists to give leadership in some of the current struggles of society". 


The statement, climaxing the nine-day session, also recommends that councils 
"enter actively into the search for appropriate ways to share in Eucharistic 
communion". Recognizing that major differences remain unresolved, the statement 
said "a council should not avoid the celebration of the Eucharist by a member 


church within a council programme". 


On the subject of church union, the conference called on all councils and chur- 
ches to consider whether some step should be taken to help churches confront 
their oneness in Christ. All the constituent churches should ask themselves: 
"Are we using our council as a fagade behind which we avoid the real issue, 
namely that in Christ all are one, yet our denominational structures are a 


denial of this unity?" 


A section headed "radical movements" noted that in several parts of the world 
movements for renewal of church and society have arisen both inside and outside 
the churches. These groups are often speaking for those who have no voice, it 
was stated. Some "represent a valid challenge to the slowness of the churches 
to break free from outmoded traditions and to respond to the new issues God is 
placing before them in society today". Councils were asked to consider open- 


ing their structures to certain such radical groups. 


Severe self-criticism took place during the conference. Councils are temporary 


by nature, it was said. However imperfect, they do demonstrate the "togetherness" 
(more) 
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of Christians and should be an instrument for the renewal of churches. 


"When churches share in some common life, and witness and act together", it was 
stated, "a new ecclesial reality appears--not in the council as an organisation 
but among the member churches as they share this ecumenical experience through 


the council's instrumentality". 


A second statement directed to the World Council of Churches by the conference 
participants asked the WCC to facilitate consultations between national and 
regional councils on such issues as racial problems, theological development 
and relations with non-member churches. Help was also asked in securing en- 
dowments to help pay administrative costs. Priority was given to projects that 
would "train and develop persons", as well as leadership training schemes for 


young people. 


Recommendations from ad hoc groups that had met throughout the conference asked 
councils to survey human rights and religious liberty in their own country, to 
combat racism there and to increase action for development. Joint action with 


Roman Catholics on the development issue was urged. EPS 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

ACCEPTS INVITATION TO POLAND 

Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches has accepted an invitation from 
the Polish Ecumenical Council to make an official visit to Poland to become 
acquainted with the ecumenical situation there. It is expected that a three- 
man delegation will go including Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary; 
Prof. Nikos Nissiotis, director of the Ecumenical Institute, and Dr. Albert 


van den Heuvel, director of the Department of Communication. EPS 


DRAFT EXEMPTION FOR SEMINARIANS QUESTIONED 


Bonn (EPS) - The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany has notified the 
Minister of Defence, Helmut Schmidt, that the church is no longer interested 
in assisting theology students to gain exemption from military service. To 
date some 400 seminarians have annually been excused after presenting a church 
study certificate. More and more Protestant students, however, maintain that 
future ministers should not evade the question of whether or not to engage in 


national or alternative forms of service. EPS 
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ART, MUSIC TO ILLUMINE 
FAITH AND ORDER THEME 
Geneva (EPS) - Finishing touches are being put on plans for the triennial meeting 


of the Faith and Order Commission in Louvain, Belgium from 2 to 13 August. 


Study groups in a number of countries are readying their reports on various as- 
pects of the main theme: "The Unity of the Church and the Unity of Mankind". 
These will complement opening addresses to be delivered the first day by Joseph 
Cardinal Suenens, Archbishop of Malines/Brussels, and Mr. Max Kohnstamm, vice- 
president of the Action Committee for the United States of Europe and co-chair- 
man of SODEPAX through which the World Council of Churches and the Roman Catho- 


lic Church cooperate on development and peace initiatives. 


A non-verbal presentation on the theme using film, art forms, contemporary 
Russian folk songs and other music is being prepared by the Rev. Walter Hollen- 


weger, WCC secretary for evangelism. 


Implications of the theme will then be discussed at length by five sections 
dealing with: (1) the unity of the Church and the struggle for justice in so- 
ciety, (2) the unity of the Church and the encounter with living faiths, (3) 
the unity of the Church and the struggle against racism, (4) the unity of the 
Church and the handicapped in society, and (5) the unity of the Church and 
differences in culture. 


EPS 


NEW YORK CLERGY DISCUSS UNITING 
OF EPISCOPAL/CATHOLIC DIOCESES 
New York, N.Y. (EPS) - Two views of what eventual union of the Roman Catholic 
and the Episcopal Dioceses of New York might mean were given recently at the 


first joint study involving all clergy in the dioceses. 


The Rev. Herbert Ryan of Woodstock College (Roman Catholic) expressed the hope 
that cultural and liturgical variety would remain, no matter what structural 
form emerged, so the values of both the "Roman and Anglican ethos will survive 
and develop". Dr. Robert Terwillinger, director of Trinity Institute (Episcopal) 
of New York City, predicted the union would be "more like the relating of two 


families than of two corporations". 


The talks were relayed via closed-circuit television to 19 centres in 10 coun- 
ties of southeastern New York State. There clergymen discussed the issues raised 


and telephoned questions to the speakers in the studio of St. Joseph's Seminary, 


Yonkers. Answers were given during a second TV transmission. EPS 
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U.K. METHODISTS TO RAISE ETHICS 

OF SOUTH AFRICAN INVESTMENTS 

Harrogate, England (EPS) - The Methodist Conference meeting here last week 
instructed its trustees to attend shareholders' meetings of companies with 
heavy South African investment in which the church holds stock in order to 


express the church's concern at their implicit support of apartheid. 


The Rev. David Haslam, assistant minister from Coventry, mentioned specifi- 
cally Imperial Chemical Industries which owns 43% of African Explosives and 
Chemical Industries, a firm producing explosives used in the arms to imp le- 


ment apartheid. Some of its profits came last year to the Methodist Church. 


Mr. Alexander Lyon, Labour MP for York, said the motion was not to withdraw 
investments from South Africa but to reconsider the morality of the attitudes 
of British companies who made a greater rate of return because of apartheid. 
Investment in southern Africa returned about 12% while in the rest of the 


world it was about 82. 


Meanwhile in London the working party examining the Immigration Bill for the 
British Council of Churches still feels it is unsatisfactory despite improve- 


ments made by the House of Commons. 


In a memorandum prepared for the second reading of the bill in the House of 
Lords, the working party pressed for restoration of the statutory right of 
Commonwealth immigrants to bring in their wives and children. It continued 

to find the concept of "patriality" confusing and said it was likely to become 
more so if Britain entered the Common Market, since it would then be necessary 
to decide who are "British nationals" for purposes of freedom of movement 
within the European community. The BCC group pleaded for more aid to those 


tackling the root causes of discrimination in the cities. EPS 


POLISH PROTESTANTS REGAIN CHURCHES 


Warsaw (EPS) - More than 350 churches and chapels being used by Protestant and 
Orthodox churches in Poland can now revert to these churches under a law gover- 
ning church property passed by Parliament on June 23. Of this total, 115 chur- 
ches and 79 chapels in the former German territories are being used by the 
Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession. The Methodists make use of 
more than 50, the Orthodox 45, the United Church of the Gospel over 35, the 


Old Catholics 30, the Baptists 17, Evangelical Reformed 2, Lutheran Consistory 8. 
EPS 
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PORTUGUESE CHURCH COUNCIL INAUGURATED 


Figueira da Foz, Portugal (EPS) - The Portuguese Council of Christian Churches 
was inaugurated in ceremonies attended by 1,600 people at the Reconciliation 
Ecumenical Centre here. 


Participating in the service were representatives of the three founding chur- 
ches: Bishop Luis Pereira of the Lusitanian (Episcopal) Church; the Rev. Al- 
bert Aspey, superintendent of the Methodist Church; and the Rev. Jose Salvador, 
stated clerk of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church. 


Dr. Heinrich Puffert, secretary for Europe in the World Council of Churches' 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service, spoke on the theme 


"Unity, Renewal and Mission of the Church in Our Time". EPS 


ITALIAN PROTESTANTS SUGGEST 
BISHOPS' CONFERENCES JOIN W.C.C. 


Torre Pellice, Italy (EPS) - Some Italian Protestants favour admission of the 
Roman Catholic Church to the World Council of Churches but reject the power 
of the papacy. This view came to light during church meetings held in May 
and June. 


Some Protestant congregations have been discussing the matter for more than a 
year using a semi-official study prepared by the Rev. Paolo Ricca as the basis 
of their work. 


One possible solution, they said, would be for the Catholic Church to join the 
WCC through its national conferences, since the Council is not so much an asso- 
ciation of large confessional families as of churches at national level. 


Statements made by the Waldensian Church assembly here, the Waldensian parishes 
of Catania, Aosta, Verona and Felonica Po, a Methodist-Waldensian study group 
in Milan and the Women's Evangelical Congress of Friuli-Venezia Giulia indi- 
cated solidarity with local Catholic parishes which show "a common desire for 
a permanent reform of the Church based on the Word of God". In contrast, it 
was said, "the central power is revealing strong tendencies towards counter- 


W 
reform’. EPS 


SWISS CHURCHES FORM INTER-CONFESSIONAL GROUP 


Basel, Switzerland (EPS) - The Working Group of Christian Churches in Switzer- 
land was organized June 21. Its purpose is to bear witness to the existing 
unity of the churches found in Jesus Christ, to achieve its fulfilment and to 
promote cooperation among Christians. Besides supplying information on its 
member churches, it will promote reflection on questions of faith and life, 
theological dialogue and regional and cantonal working groups. 


The constitution of the Working Group of Christian Churches was signed by re- 
presentatives of the Swiss Protestant Federation, the Roman Catholic Church, 
the Old Catholic Church, the Methodist Church, the Baptist Union and the Sal- 
vation Army. Other churches were expressly invited to become members. The 
Rev. Walter Sigrist of the Protestant Federation was elected its first presi- 
dent. Other officers are Catholic Bishop Johann Vonderach and Prof. Rudolf 


Stalder of the Old Catholic Church. EPS 
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PAKISTAN, HUMAN RIGHTS 

ENGAGE C.C.1.A. EXECUTIVE 

Geneva (EPS) - Reflecting the deep concern of the member churches, especially 
those in Pakistan and India over recent events in East Pakistan, the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) of the World Council of Churches 
has called for responsible action by the Pakistani authorities, the rich nations 


and the churches to allow refugees to return to their homes and repair the damage. 


"The appaling loss of lives, the full extent of which may never be known, the 
continued suffering of refugees and others whose lives have been disrupted are 
but one tragic demonstration of the violence inherent in the poverty which the 


Pakistanis share with their neighbours of the sub-continent", the Commission said. 


The Commission has called upon rich nations to increase their assistance for the 
United Nations refugee relief programme. At the same time the 27-member body 
affirmed "the right of the Pakistani refugees to return home with guarantees 


against recrimination or imprisonment for political dissent". 


The CCIA Executive Committee met in the Ecumenical Centre here July 10-12 under 
the chairmanship of Senator Olle Dahlén of Sweden. Participants included the 
following Commissioners: Mr. A.L. Adu (Ghana), Mr. A.S. Bouevsky (USSR), Mrs. 
Dr. K. Takeda Cho (Japan), Dr. Ernest Gross (USA), Mr. J. Hilke (West Germany). 


The Commission was addressed by Mr. Maurice Strong, the Canadian secretary- 
general of the UN Conference on Human Environment to be held in Stockholm in 
1972, and by Miss Barbara Ward (Lady Jackson) who is writing preparatory ma-. 
terials for that meeting of government experts. The CCIA has submitted one of 
the background documents for the conference. The WCC's Department of Church and 
Society is also studying the social implications of pollution of the resources 


of the earth and the consumer habits of its inhabitants (see EPS No. 17). 


The present state of Human Rights was assessed by Mare Schreiber, head of the 
Human Rights Division of the UN, Prof. Fals Borda of Colombia and Canon David 
Jenkins of the WCC staff. Finding considerable diversity of views among the 
participants on the question of individual rights versus the rights of groups, 
the Executive Committee decided to prepare a publication of the various con- 
tributions and share it with the Commissioners and a wider group of people in 


the churches. EPS 
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DR. COE DESIGNATED DIRECTOR 

OF THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION FUND 

Kampala, Uganda (EPS) - New staff appointments for the Theological Education 
Fund (TEF) and plans for a two-year study of how to reform ministerial train- 
ing and encourage indigenous theology and curriculum criticism in the Third 


World were approved by the TEF Committee which met here July 4-8. 


The Rev. Dr. Shoki Coe, 56, for many years principal of Tainan Theological 
Seminary on Formosa and a TEF staff member since November 1965, has been de- 
signated director. He replaces the late Erik Nielsen, who died suddenly 
March 7. Dr. Ivy S.T. Chou, one-time principal of the Methodist Theological 
School in Sibu, Sarawak, Malaysia and former member of the World Council of 
Churches'. Executive Committee, was named an associate director of TEF as from 
January 1, 1972. She will simultaneously serve as executive director of the 
American-based Fund for Theological Education in Southeast Asia. An associate 


director from Africa is being sought. 


This was the first meeting of the TEF Committee since it undertook its third 
mandate, which calls for reform and renewal of theological education. To- 
gether with churches, institutions and associations of theological schools, 
TEF is charged to see how the Gospel can be expressed and ministry undertaken 
in response to the widespread crisis of faith and search for meaning in life, 
the urgent issues of human development and social justice, and the conflict 


between technology and culture. 


Dr. Coe suggested that three questions must be answered: (1) what is the 
theological task today? (2) what is the ministerial task? (3) what is theo- 
logical education? Lectures were given on these topics by Prof. Jurgen Molt- 


mann, Canon John V. Taylor, Dr. J.W. Cason and Dr. S. Amirtham. 


During the study period of 1971-73 criteria must be found for working out a 
Faculty Development Scheme. Regional and national consultations must deter- 
mine how TEF can encourage indigenous, relevant and living theology, rethink- 
ing of curriculum and teaching methods and analysis of seminary structure, 
support and administration. No new funds will be disbursed during the study 


period. 


Presiding over the meeting was its new chairman, Bishop Karekin Sarkissian, 


professor at the Armenian Seminary in Antelias, Lebanon. EPS 
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NEW MANDATE FOR SODEPAX 

PUTS STRESS..ON AFRICA 

Geneva (EPS) - SODEPAX, the joint World Council of Churches-Roman Catholic 
Church committee that seeks to promote world justice, development and peace, 


is to continue for a further three-year experimental period. 


Its officers have reviewed a prospectus called "A New Vision" which will con- 
tinue to develop the positive aspects of the first three years’ work but will 
concentrate on encouraging the people of Europe to seek a better deal for 


those in the developing countries, particularly in Africa. 


This programme will enable the churches and other less formal groups to engage 
in building up the self-awareness of individuals and groups and in stimulating 


them to organise action for development and change. 


In an effort to build "ecumenical bridges", the joint Roman Catholic-World 
Council committee will endeavour to identify groups and facilitate the coi- 


lection and dissemination of material among them. 


This, the committee believes, will enable the churches in Europe and North 
America to learn more quickly the real needs and possibilities for change in 


African society. 


The committee will also continue to engage international organisations in the 
debate on the "nature, process and goals of development". At the same time it 
will present the needs of the very poorest of the world to those who make in- 


ternational economic policy. 


The next experimental period will continue the work in education for peace and 


develop research on major efforts for achieving peace in a variety of conflicts. 


A search for an effective means of communication is to be undertaken, and the 
existing media encouraged to undertake an analysis of their work in relation 


to a world community. 


The officers have scrapped the SODEPAX general assembly and have decided to 
have a steering committee drawn from the Pontifical Commission Justice and 
Peace and the World Council's Commission on the Churches' Participation in 
Development. More extensive liaison between the staff of the World Council 


and the Pontifical Commission is also envisaged. EPS 
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JERUSALEM WANTS PROPOSAL 

ON HOLY PLACES, MAYOR SAYS 

Geneva (EPS) - Israel has no objections to the internationalisation of Chris- 
tian and Muslim holy places in Jerusalem, according to Mr. Teddy Kollek, Mayor 


of Jerusalem who spoke at an informal meeting here last weekend. 


Mr. Kolleck said the holy places could be given extra-territorial status simi- 


lar to that of embassies’ 


"We have nothing against the internationalisation of the holy places but not 
the internationalisation of the old city", he told the meeting. He said it 
was now up to the various churches to get together to enable the government 


to pass legislation. EPS 


CHURCHMEN PROTEST HOUSE ARREST 

OF SOUTH AFRICAN PRIEST 

Capetown (EPS) - Protestant, Anglican and Roman Catholic leaders have protested 
the restrictions placed upon Father Cosmas Desmond, 35 year-old South African 


Roman Catholic priest, by the government. 


The annual synod of the South-Western Transvaal region of the Methodist Church 
informed the Minister of Justice of its "deep concern" at the action putting 


the Franciscan priest under house arrest. 


Anglican Bishop Leslie Stradling of Johannesburg said, "This is a very harsh 
kind of punishment to inflict upon anybody, particularly without a trial, and 
Father Desmond has our sympathy accordingly". Archbishop Denis Hurley of Natal 
said, "We are all convinced that, in absence of any other information, the 


sole reason for his banning is his dedication to the exposure of truth". 


Publication of a new edition of Father Desmond's book, The Discarded People, 
has been halted. The Rev. C.F. Beyers Naude, director of the Christian 
Institute, where Father Desmond conducted research, said he was "deeply 
upset" by the government's action. "The Christian Institute has always 
taken the stand that any person must be regarded as innocent until proven 


° Ww ° 
guilty , he said. EPS 
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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST HITS 

GOVERNMENT DECEPTION ON VIETNAM 

Grand Rapids, Michigan (EPS) - Publication of the Pentagon Papers and the new 
evidence they reveal on the Indochina War prompted the Eighth General Synod of 
the United Church of Christ to call on President Nixon and Congress to "make a 
unilateral announcement that the U.S. is now ceasing all bombing missions, ag- 
gressive ground combat operations and support for military operations by South 


Vietnam on the territories of its neighbours". 


It also urged the President to submit fresh proposals for the negotiation in 


Paris of a compromise end to the war within the next six to nine months. 


Referring to the secret study made in the Pentagon of American participation 

in the Vietnam War, which is now being published by a number of U.S. newspapers, 
the general synod asked President Nixon to stop efforts to impose prior re- 
straint on the publication of political information and opinions, including 
documents classified as secret that have no direct bearing on current military 
operations. It asked Congress to consider deception in government and to see 


whether there was cause to censure high government officials found guilltiycof it. 
EPS 


PROTESTANT FILM JURY 

HAILS YOUNG FILMMAKERS 

Berlin (EPS) - The Otto Dibelius Film Award for 1971 totaling 6,000 DM was made 
to Italian director Vittorio de Sica for his contribution to contemporary cine- 


ma, as well as his film "Il Giardino Dei Finzi Contini". 


The Interfilm Festival Award, made by this Protestant film jury, went to "Lyck- 
liga Skitar" directed by Vilgot Sjoman of Sweden, which though appearing alien 

to traditional Christian values was held to testify to essential Christian atti- 
tudes. Stanley Kramer's "Bless the Beasts and Children" was recommended for its 


dialogue between youth, parents and educators. 


Three other awards of 4,000 DM each went to young filmmakers. Jean-Louis Ber- 
tucelli was commended for "Rempartsd'Argile" (Walls of Sound) as a model of 
social criticism; "The Woman's Film" directed by Judy Smith, Louise Alaimo and 
Ellen Sorrin of the USA for its explanation of the need for liberating women; 
and "Bananera Libertad" by Peter von Gunten of Switzerland, which exposed the 
hopeless economic position of Latin America due to pressures from the North 


Atlantic corsumer society. EPS 
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EAST GERMAN CHURCH: FEDERATION 

APPROVES AID, TO RACIALLY OPPRESSED 

Eisenach, East Germany (EPS) - The Church Federation in the German Democratic 
Republic stands ready to participate in the discussion that the State is con- 
ducting with all its citizens about "our common future", Bishop Albrecht Schén- 
herr, president of the federation, stated in his report to the synod meeting 
here recently. The churches' place is to be found in the community of the 


Republic, not alongside it or against it, he stated. 


The synod, composed of representatives of eight regional churches, endorsed a 
statement on the Programme to Combat Racism of the World Council of Churches 
which followed the main lines of a message sent last January to the WCC by the 
Conference of Church Authorities in East Germany. In so doing the synod inter- 
preted "support for the Programme and campaigns to educate the public and pro- 


vide practical help to liberation movements as aid to those oppressed by racism". 


Bishop Schénherr informed the synod that currency clearance had now been re- 
ceived permitting the Church Federation to send an annual membership contribu- 
tion of 25,000 marks to the World Council of Churches. Attending the synod 


meeting on behalf of the World Council was Mr. Christopher King of the staff. 
EPS 


JAPANESE CHURCH SENDS 

FRATERNAL WORKER TO SEATTLE 

Seattle, USA (EPS) - The churches' response to the crisis of hunger here has 
received an international boost with the arrival from Japan of the Rev. Sadao 
Ozawa. Mr. Ozawa, minister of a Tokyo church, has been sent by the United 
Church of Christ in Japan to spend three months as a fraternal worker in the 
Neighbours in Need programme, which has fed more than 155,000 people through 


emergency food banks since last November. 


The local unemployment rate in the Seattle area is over twice the national 
average due to cut-backs in the aero-space industiy and now stands at 15.7%. 
Neighbours in Need was started by the Seattle churches to bring an immediate 
response to need without discrimination, humiliation or forced waiting. The 
Rev. James Unger, pastor of the Central Presbyterian Church, estimates 
that 34 food banks, staffed by 1,000 volunteers, are now feeding 20,000 to 
25,000 people a week and the number is rising. 


Mr. Ozawa will work from the office of the Ecumenical Metropolitan Ministry, 
(more) 
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demonstrating the concern of the Japanese churches for the plight of hungry 


people in the United States. 


"T think it's time we learn how to help each other", he said. The Japanese 
churches have received much money, people and prayers from the United States, 


he added. "Maybe it's time for the American church to learn how to receive". 
EPS 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND PROVISIONALLY APPROVES UNION 


York, England (EPS) - The General Synod of the Church of England provisionally 
agreed on July 14 to unite with the Methodist Church. During the next seven 
months the proposal will be put to the rank and file members and a final vote 


taken by the General Synod in February. 


The Methodist Church approved the first stage of a unity plan in 1969. 
EES 


PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


The most massive movement of refugees in history has brought more than 6 mil- 
lion people from East Pakistan into India within the last few weeks. Terrified 
and desperate, they cross the border any way they can. Some swim across, bring- 
ing their one source of livelihood, a cow (898). Others make the long journey 
by foot with a miserable bundle of possesions (906). Insecurity and distress 
will be with them for a long time to come (899). 


Fantastic efforts are being made in India to receive the refugees. Makeshift 
camps, made from bamboo and tarpaulins, have been constructed (900). But the 
camps can't cope with the numbers involved. All around Calcutta refugee fami- 
lies seek protection from the monsoon rains in school buildings (903), in 
drain pipes (905) and under ox carts (907). 


The job of feeding the refugees and looking after their basic health needs is 
taxing India's resources. With international aid government and voluntary 
agencies are working around the clock to provide minimal services. The Indian 
church agency CASA cooperates closely with the Government in maintaining more 
than 40 camps in West Bengal and Assam. A large part of the programme is milk 
distribution to children (902 and 904) at Sahara camp near Calcutta's Dum Dum 
airport. More than 150,000 people are being helped every day. Doctors like 
the one at Barasat camp (901) tend the wounded and prevent the spread of dis- 
ease. With money raised by the $4 million appeal of the World Council of 
Churches, CASA goes on coping with this human disaster. Photos: Margaret 
Murray, Christian Aid, and Hugh Lloyd, Danchurchaid. 
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JUSTICE COMES FIRST IN CHURCH 

DEVELOPMENT WORK, SAYS C.C.P.D. 

Stuttgart (EPS) - Primacy in church-related development efforts must be given 
to justice, according to the World Council of Churches' Commission on the 
Churches' Participation in Development (CCPD), meetinghere July 14-19. This 
is the perspective which the churches bring to the development discussion, 


the Commission said. 


A major emphasis in CCPD's work will be given to people-centred programmes 
which facilitate the transfer of decision-making to the powerless. A strategy 
proposal presented to the Commission argued that CCPD's work should strengthen 
the freedom and capacity of people in the areas of need to analyse and ade- 


quately express their needs in a way which enables them to be met. 


In an attempt to assist the transfer of decision-making and the promotion of 
self-reliance, the Commission will give priority to educational programmes in 
both rich and poor countries and a two-way discussion process. Aim of the pro- 
grammes will be to strengthen awareness-building, expose injustice and encourage 


people to engage in the struggle to change unjust and dehumanizing structures. 


Another part of CCPD's programme is the transfer of funds to locally based 
church or secular groups who are struggling for justice. Ten church-related 

and secular groups received allocations for 1971 totalling $312,500 from the Ecu- 
menical Development Fund at this meeting. Further allocations will be made at 


the end of the year. 


Development agencies of churches in India, Indonesia, Ethiopia, the Congo, the 
Cameroun and the Eastern Caribbean received the major portion of the allocations. 
Other programmes supported are educational and political action programmes in 
Europe through the International Secretariat for Development Action Groups in 

the Netherlands and INODEP in France, conscientization programmes among peasants 
and marginal groups in Colombia and social and economic development efforts in 


rural Turkey. 


The Fund, currently totalling $2,275,000, was contributed by churches in Burma, 
West Germany, Greece, the Netherlands, New Zealand and the United States as the 
beginning of the churches' response to the Two Per Cent appeal made by the WCC 
at its 1968 assembly in Uppsala, Sweden. 


The Commission reaffirmed its joint programme with the Roman Catholic Church 


through SODEPAX in the field of study and education for development. CCPD also 
(more) 
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welcomed the integration within its structure of the technical services pro- 


vided by the Advisory Committee for Technical Services. EPS 


REPRESSION HINDERS EDUCATION, 

ASSEMBLY TOLD 

Lima, Peru (EPS) - New perspectives for Christian education provided the focus 
for the eight-day quadrennial assembly of the World Council of Christian Educa- 


tion (WCCE) at the Huampani Conference Centre near here. 


Protestant, Catholic and Orthodox delegates from 77 countries confronted the 


major crises in education and society to decide how the church might respond. 


In preparation the 400 delegates divided into “encuentros" in 17 Latin American 
countries to explore the social, political, economic, education and religious 


problems facing the people. 


Some common findings from the "encuentros" were: 

-Reform programmes which have failed to aid the oppressed due to the economic, 
political and educational structures which remain unaltered. 

-Repression in place of justice as a response to the awareness of the masses 
to their social condition. 

-Protestant churches emphasizing individualistic salvation without reference 
to the economic, political and social realities of society, supportive of the 
status quo, divided among themselves and separated from other Christians. 
-Relevant actions for social change primarily among Roman Catholics, generally 
ecumenical in nature and rarely related to formal ecclesiastical structures. 
-Education generally understood as schooling mirroring the aims of those in 
power, supportive of the political, social and economic structures of society, 


beneficial only to the middle class and elite, and unable to effect change. 


These findings confronted the assembly with a number of questions: 

-How can educators seek to free themselves, churches and people from dehumani- 
zing forces and structures wherever they exist? 

-How can people respond to the call of Jesus Christ to liberate people every- 


where from oppression of every kind? 
Faced with these findings and questions, the assembly struggled to frame a new 
future for Christian education in Church and society and an educational ministry 


committed to social change and the liberation of all men. 
(more) 
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Delegates said the plan to integrate the WCCE with the World Council of Churches 
would be a positive contribution toward the realization of these new goals for 


Christian education. 


The delegates challenged the World Council to aid them in unified action towards 
new forms of Christian education relevant to the world in which the Church 


exists and to the needs of ailnlemens EPS 


HOPE FOR LATIN AMERICAN UNITY 

EXPRESSED BY W.C.C. GENERAL SECRETARY 

Lima, Peru (EPS) - Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, expressed the hope that God would draw the Protestants 
and Roman Catholics of Latin America into one ecumenical movement, when he 
addressed an ecumenical service at the Civic Centre here on July 18 in connec- 


tion with the assembly of the World Council of Christian Education. 


Dr. Blake acknowledged that "prejudice and fear are strong amongst us all" and 
that new and powerful differences have developed between establishment and 
revolutionary, between rich and poor, between white and black and brown peoples. 
These threaten to "dismember" all the churches and further to divide them from 


each other, he said. 


Yet he reminded his audience that "miracles of understanding" have happened 
which give hope for the ecumenical movement. He mentioned the speech of Father 
Roberto Tucci, S.J. at the Uppsala Assembly of the WCC in which he spoke of 
Roman Catholics as "partners engaged in the same joint fraternal quest for 


Uityvetnacets, Christ’ sawilitor his Church’'. 


Dr. Blake said the Holy Spirit was instrumental in bringing to World Council 
membership a large Brazilian Pentecostal church and the Church of Christ on 
Earth by the Prophet Simon Kimbangu, an independent church in Congo Kinshasa. 
Only recently, he noted, the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands voted over- 
whelmingly to join the ecumenical fellowship after examining the basis, prac- 


tice and programme of the WCC for 20 years. 


These and other developments led the WCC general secretary to the conviction 
that the one Holy Spirit “irresistably works his miracles of unity, renewal 


and love amongst and within us all". EPS 
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WORLD COUNCIL TEAM 

REPORT ON DACCA VISIT 

Geneva (EPS) - Distribution problems were identified as a major difficulty in 
the food situation in East Pakistan in the report of a World Council of Churches 
team just back from Dacca. According to Kentaro Buma, Asia Secretary of the 
Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS), there are 
adequate food stocks to last until October but the distribution system has bro- 


ken down. 


Railway stock, trucks and steamers have either been destroyed or confiscated 
for military purposes. Relief experts in Dacca estimate however that this 
year's harvest will be reduced and a food shortage is inevitable after October. 
But the current situation does not justify World Council assistance at the 


moment, says the team report. 


It became clear during the visit that the post-cyclone rehabilitation scheme 
proposed by the World Council after last November's disaster is no longer prac- 
ticable. Possibilities are being explored with the East Pakistan Christian 
Council of mounting community development programmes in response to the cyclone 


and the current situation instead. EPS 


FEWER MISSIONARIES 

NEEDED IN INDIA 

New Delhi (EPS) - An increase in the number of Indian pastors has resulted in 
fewer missionaries being needed in India and shows the growth in national leader- 


ship throughout India. 


According to figures released here, there are now less than half the number of 
missionaries in India than in 1954. Government authorities said there are now 


2,469 missionaries as against 5,783 in 1954. 


The decline is in line with the policy of Indian churches and missionary socie- 
ties in the ecumenical movement to encourage national leadership. There has 
been a sustained increase in the number of Indian pastors over the past 20 


years. 


The figures released by the government do not include missionaries from the 


British Commonwealth who numbered 2,434 at the beginning of 1970. Eps 
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REGIONAL GROWTH 

IN W.S.C.F. WORK 

Tozanso, Japan (EPS) - World Student Christian Federation (WCSF) work in Africa 
has grown quicker and consolidated faster than any other region, the Federation's 
Executive Committee was told here at its first major meeting in east Asia since 


its general committee met in Peking in 1922.4 


The main emphasis of the Federation's work in Africa is on education, develop- 
ment, liberation and African religious identity. It works in 20 countries in 
close cooperation with the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) and will 

co-sponsor with the AACC an all Africa youth and student conference in Ibadan, 


Nigeria in December this year. 


The Executive Committee also heard that its Asia leadership development centre 
has had a bright beginning in strengthening Christian work in universities and 


colleges throughout Asia. 


In Europe the Federation has pursued a study on the "Struggle for Socialism in 
Europe" which has been looked at from both the political and theological points 


of view at various consultations and conferences during the past two years. 


Leadership training and the creating of awareness for social, political, cultural 
and economic change has dominated the Federation's work in Latin America. An 


experimental educational project has had action-study seminars in Chile and Peru. 


In cooperation with the World Council of Churches, the Federation has focused on 
development, education and the deepening of the ecumenical work in the churches 
throughout the Middle East. In North America there is evidence of a new ethos 
in Student Christian Movement (SCM) work and greater cooperation with other 


student groups. 


The Executive Committee made drastic reductions in the activities of the central 


office in Geneva giving priority to further developments at regional level. 


The next general assembly of the Federationwill be held in Addis Ababa, Ethio- 
pia, towards the end of next year. It is understood the assembly will give 
Special attention to its work in Africa which will for the first time host a 


major WSCF world event. 


The WSCF was founded in 1895 to unite student Christian movements and organisa- 


tions throughout the world and to deepen the spiritual life of students. EPS 
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APARTHEID LIKENED TO NAZISM 

BY SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCHMEN 

Capetown (EPS) - Leading Cape churchmen joined this week in denoucing South 
Africa's political and social system as in many ways akin to Nazism, according 


toxagRettexsreport. 


The 45 churchmen said that although the Pretoria government could not be accused 
of the atrocities that were committed in Nazi Germany, its society was basically 
structured according to the same principles of nationalsim and racism found in 


Hitler's Germany. 


Their charges against the country's apartheid society were contained in an open 
letter in the multi-denominational religious magazine "Pro Veritate" published 


this week. 


The letter was expected to increase discord between the generally anti-apartheid 
English-speaking churches on the one hand and the government and the pro-apart- 


heid Dutch Reformed Churches on the other. 


One of its signatories was, in fact, a Dutch Reformed churchman, Prof. A.M. 
Mugo, who is at odds with his church over state policy and the church's atti- 


tude towards it. 


Among the parallels the letter listed between South Africa today and Hitler's 
Germany were: 

-Nationalism: Hitler exulted the nationalism limited to single folk racially 
akin. The letter asked, "Is the dominant political ideology in South Africa 
not similar?" 

-Racism and blood: "Are our laws against inter-marriage and extra-marital re- 
lations between white and non-white in South Africa not parallel to the infamous 
Niirnberg law that forebade the same things between Aryan and Jew in Germany?" 
-Secret police and informers: The honeycombing of the German people with in- 
formers and the secret police system was likened to the Bureau of State Secu- 
rity and the police special branch--"is it so different from Nazi Germany?" 
-Absolutism: Hitler gradually dismantled the rule of law in Germany and the 
Nazis imprisoned or banned people without trial--"which of these things is 

not happening in South Africa?" 

-Herrenvolk: Referring to the Nazi master race doctrine, the letter said Afri- 
cans were denied skilled work and there was a government edict that no white 


man would ever take orders from a black. 
(more) 
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At the same time in South-West Africa, a pastoral letter sharply attacking 
South Africa's apartheid policies has been prepared jointly by the governing 


boards of two Lutheran churches. 


The boards sent the letter to all congregations of the 178,000-member Ovambo- 
kavango Evangelical Lutheran Church (OELC) and the 108,000-member Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in South-West Africa (ELCSWA-Rhenish Mission Church) with the 


request that it be read from all pulpits on July 18. 


The boards also made public an "open letter" to South African Prime Minister 
B.J. Vorster charging a series of specific human rights violations and urging 


independence for South-West Africa. 


Both documents refer to the June 21 advisory statement made to the UN Security 
Council by the World Court which called South Africa's occupation of South- 
West Africa illegal and the letter to congregations states that because of the 


decision "we can no longer remain silent". 


“We feel", the. letter to the churches said, "that if we, as the church, remain 
silent any longer, we will become liable for the life and future of our country 


and its people". 


The letter to Prime Minister Vorster declared that South Africa "has failed to 
take cognizance of Human Rights" as declared by the United Nations and charges 


violations of specific sections of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 


Both documents were also received by General Secretary André Appel of the 
Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation, who pointed out that their preparation 


was on the initiative of the two churches. 


The two churches issuing the letters are predominantly indigenous groupings, 


the Ovambokavango is considered a "black" church and the ELCSWA is working with a 


variety of linguistic and ethnic groups. EPS 


ORDINATION OF WOMEN FOR NEW ZEALAND? 


Wellington, New Zealand (EPS) - The Anglican Diocese of Wellington has no objec-— 
tion to the ordination of women for the ministry. Its annual synod voted "in 
principle" for women ordinands and will make a final decision after a report 


from a study committee is received. EPS 
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CHURCH LEADERS APPLAUD 

NIXON'S CHINA VISIT 

Geneva (EPS) - Leading ecumenical churchmen have joined Pope Paul in welcoming 
President Nixon's decision to visit Peking. Most of them hailed the news as a 


significant contribution to world peace. 


Dr. John Coventry Smith, an American President of the World Council of Churches, 
said the visit "means that the leaders of both China and the United States are 
beginning to recognise openly that the two nations, with all their differences, 
are part of the whole community of mankind and must work together at common 


problems". 


The World Council of Churches as long ago as 1960 argued that Peking should be 
admitted to the United Nations forum. At the 1960 meeting of the Central Com- 
mittee in Scotland a resolution was passed stating that world disarmament could 
be effective only if the people of China were "in a position to contribute" to 
the formulation and application of arms control measures. The Fourth Assembly 
of the WCC at Uppsala in 1968 asked for a UN seat for the People's Republic of 


China. 


In a message to the White House, Dr. Cynthia Wedel, president of the National 
Council of Churches in the USA, told President Nixon that the NCC's prayers 
and "those of many church people" will be with him as attempts are made to 


bridge the chasm that has existed between the USA and China since 1948. 
EPS 


Y.M.C.A. EXECUTIVE MEETS 


Geneva (EPS) - The World Alliance of Young Men's Christian Associations Execu- 
tive Committee meeting in Geneva, July 12-16, heard reports from various na- 
tional movements on "Positive Racial Practices in YMCAs". These included 
"encouraging responses" from South Africa and Rhodesia. While the YMCA is 
rarely in the militant frontline, the reports indicated that the YMCA is seek- 


ing ways towards progress based on cooperation, education and reconciliation. 


Other agenda items included a review of the Study on the Paris basis of the 
YMCA and the preparation of guidelines for use in national movements. The 


Commission on International Cooperation for Development reported that it is 


moving ahead on building up research and information on present YMCA involve- 


ment on development which will assist future action plans. 


EPS 
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Cover: Men working on a pipeline in Sudan. 


(908) Members of CCIA Executive Committee at Geneva meeting: A.L. Adu of Ghana; 0. Dahlen of Sweden, 
chairman; L.J. Niilus, director. (909) Leading figures at recent World Consultation on Christian Coun- 
cils included Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary; Dr. Soritua A. Nababan of Indonesia, 
chairman; and the Rev. Victor Hayward of WCC staff. (910) Some of the 100 conference participants 

(EPS No. 18). (911-913) Scenes from inauguration of Portuguese Council of Churches held at Reconcilia- 
tion Ecumenical Centre, Figueira da Foz. (912) Left to right: Dr. Heinrich Puffert of WCC; Rev. Albert 
Aspey, Methodist; Bishop Luis Pereira, Lusitanian (Episcopal) Church; Rev. Jose Salvador, Evangelical 
Presbyterian; Rev. Ireneu Cunha, general secretary. 
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Tourism , Pilgrimages , Pressures 


Geneva (EPS) - ihat comes next for white-skinned 
holidaymakers when they get bored with baking 
brown on sun-drenched beaches? Educational and 
cultural tours and pilgrimages, a fast develop- 
ing form of tourism, may be one answer. The 
search for life's meaning in the present gives 
many a fresh interest in their past roots, deep 
dowm in history. 


One of those who has been engaged in the promo- 
tion of tours which are, in some sense, contem- 
porary equivalents to the religious pilgrimages 
of the Iliddle Ages is Paul Eberhard, editor of 
the magazine L'Tllustré Protestante and co-direc- 
tor of the centre St. Irénée at Lyon, France. 
One of these, to take place later this year, 
will introduce participants to the culture, his- 
tory and archaeology of the eastern Iediterra-. 
nean, with a final call before return at a 
point in the west. 


Participants will follow the course of the jour- 
neys of the Apostle Paul and other early mis- 
Sionaries along the south coast of Turkey. They 
will hold a Sunday service in Antioch, where the 
“new sect'' were first called Christians; visit 
Ephesus, remembering the stay there of the Apos- 
tles Paul and John; and stand in Izmir, associa- 
ted with the martyr Polycarp. As part of the 
plan, they will contact Christian cormmities, 
Roman Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant, to find 
how the Church fares today in those places which 
had witnessed its early growth. Their last stop 
is Monserrat in Spain, well-known as a centre of 
disaffection of intellectuals. Thus contemporary 
world issues will not be neglected. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, honorary president of 
the WCC, is to be one of the tour speakers this 
year. Prof. David Jenkins of the WCC staff ear- 
lier took part in a similar exploration of his- 
torical and cultural sites in the eastern Medi- 
terranean, as a guest lecturer. 


The impact of tourism is now being felt as a 
blessing and curse in almost every part of the 
globe. International agencies concerned with 
the subject seem to be uncritically keen on pro- 
moting tourism - as if it, per se, benefits the 
economy of host countries, leads to greater cul- 
tural sensitiveness and encourages international 
friendship. 


Anxiety is manifest in one of the prayers recent- 
ly issued in Greece by a Committee on Monastic 
Life: “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mer- 
cy on the cities, the islands and the villages 
of our Orthodox fatherland, as well as the holy 
monasteries, which are scourged by the worldly 
touristic wave. Grace us with the solution of 
this dramatic problem and protect our brethren 
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wno are sorely tried by the modernistic spirit of 
these contemporary Western invaders"'. 


At a consultation initiated by the World Council 
of Churches in Nairobi last year, African profes- 
Sionals in the tourist industry pointed to the 
misrepresentation of their country which can take 
place by default, if tourist agencies fail to 
provide dependable information about the econo- 
mic and political background. 


"Tourist spots may evidence ways of life so un- 
representative of the real character of the coun- 
try that many go back home imagining Kenya to be 
a land of easy money, easy women and corrupt po- 
liticians", they asserted. 


On a recent visit to Israel at the invitation of 
the Tourist Board, the author interviewed Mrs. 
ilaya Fischer of the Israel Pilgrimage Conmittee. 
She stated that, as part of the provision for 
those who visit the land on religious pilgrimages, 
opportunity is offered to discuss the most poin- 
ted political questions. 


Above all, it is the preparation of tourists in 
their own countries before they leave for other 
lands which can make the difference between bene- 
ficial or abrasive contact between peoples. 


An outstanding example of imaginative policy is 
provided by the Church of Sweden. On a national 
level, the Church Alliance for Studies and Adult 
Education offers groups which are planning tours 
abroad literature and study plans to be used 
over the winter months in local parishes. Books 
are listed which provide a solid introduction to 
the land to be visited. In one parish, lungshol- 
men, 100 to 150 may be involved any winter. In 
small groups they come together for an evening 
every second week to prepare themselves for a 
visit to a selected country, usually under the 
direct guidance of the person who will later 
conduct the tour. 


Tourists arriving in host countries may find pro- 
vision has been made for them by the churches on 
an ecumenical basis. Last month an ecumenical 
centre was opened in Playa del Ingles, about five 
kilometres from Las Palmas, Canary Islands, which 
will be at the disposal of all main Christian de- 
nominations. The Roman Catholic bishop of the 
Canaries, Mgr. Infantes Florido, announced the 
arrangement after discussion with Oberkirchenrat 
Dr. Reinhard Miiller from the Kirchliche Aussenamt 
of the Evangelical Church in Germany and with 
Anglican, Swedish, Finnish and German pastors 
working on the island. 


The World Council of Churches is also coopera- 
ting in a consultation on tourism to be held in 
Kingston, Jamaica. It will precede and cotri- 
bute to the major consultation on Development in 
the Caribbean planned for November 1971. The 
first objective of the larger event is as follows: 
(more) 


"To witness to the will and determination of the 
churches to carry their share of the responsibi- 
lity for participating in the process of human 

fulfilment, and social and economic development". 


The smaller, preparatory consultation provides 
the first clear signal offered by the churches 
of the Caribbean that they are taking tourisn 
seriously as a major shaping power in the area. 
Specifically the gathering will examine the im- 
pact of tourism on economies, race relations, 
employment and ownership pattems, and on social 
structures. The sponsor is CADEC - Christian 
Action for Development in the Eastem Caribbean. 


In an area where tourism is the number one in- 
dustry for many islands, the churches' declared 
concern in this field is attracting attention. 
Tourist agencies which use and develop Caribbean 
playgrounds are preoccupied with increasing the 
influx of people and with profit margins. Com- 
munities and individuals who suffer the ill-ef~ 
fects of tourism are often unable to make their 
grievances heard or heeded. The churches acting 
together through CADEC may provide a creative 
element in the situation by taking seriously the 
potential for both good and ill of this booming 
industry. They will have the benefit of the 
participation of professionals who know the pro- 
blems of the tourist industry from the inside. 


Ian M. Fraser 
Staff Member, WCC Programme Unit 
on Education and Communication 


Humanizing Industrial Relations 


Seoul, Korea (EPS) - On November 13, 1970 a fac- 
tory worker named Zeon Tae-I1 committed suicide 
by burning himself. The previous day he and 
his fellow-workers had decided to burn the La- 
bour Law which they had studied for more than a 
year. But when the time came for the demonstra- 
tion against inhuman working conditions, Mr. 
Zeon set fire to himself instead of the Labour 
Law. Word of his action spread quickly through- 
out the great capital city. 


Suicide has traditionally been regarded in Asia 
as the way to retire from earthly suffering. 
Better to enter into the quiet and unbounded 
life beyond this world than to continue an af- 
flicted life within it. But the young worker 
Zeon committed suicide with a definite sense of 
protest against the injustice which exists in 
the industrial society. 


Mr. Zeon was just 22 years old, the oldest son 
of a tailor whose small shop in Pusan failed, 
Unable to find work in several cities, the fami- 
ly finally came to Seoul. The father still 
could not find a job but after several failures 
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Mr. Zeon, then only a teenager, got work at the 
Pyong Wha market, which supplies 70% of the 
ready-made clothes in Korea. 


In the last 10 years the population of Seoul has 
more than doubled. Around the outskirts of the 
city many new industries have sprung up. Outsi-. 
ders tend to conclude that "development" is tak- 
ing place. Certainly the gross national product 
of Korea has doubled in the last 10 years, as 
well as the variety of goods available in the 
market street. The per capita income in 1970 was 
$197, twice that of 1960. But underneath the 
surface there are problems. Workers tend to be 
exploited, subjected to inhuman working condi- 
tions and living in miserable accommodation. 


According to a survey done by Mr. Zeon and his 
friends, there are about 27,000 workers in their 
factory; 2,400 are designers, 12,000 are engaged 
in electric sewing machines and 13,000 are so- 
called "assistants''". The assistants and machine 
operators are all girls and in the age brackets 
of 13 to 17 and 18 to 23. The designers are 
mostly men between the ages of 20 to 25. 


Monthly wages are 3,000 Won ($9.53) for assis- 
tants, 12,000 Won ($37.50) for machine operators 
and 24,000 Won ($74.00) for designers. The same 
survey revealed that the workers are forced to 
work from 13 to 15 hours a day, with only two 
days off a month. Most of the factory owners 
have put in another ceiling, making a one-storey 
building into a two-storey building. The ceiling 
of the second storey is so low that most of the 
teenage girls cannot stand up--and here they work 
13 to 15 hours a day! Of course, no trade union 
Was permitted to organize. Zeon made several 
attempts to organize but they were immediately 
suppressed and he was threatened with the loss 

of his job if he tried to do so. 


Efforts were made by the churches in Korea to 
appoint chaplains in industry. Most of them were 
hired by management who had a Christian back- 
ground. Their job was to lead pietistic meetings, 
to do private counselling and to smooth industri- 
al relations. 


What Would Christ Do? 


What is the task of the church in humanizing in- 
dustrial relations? If Christ were here, what 
would He do? Is religion really the opiate of 
the people or a vital source of humanization? 
What does humanization really mean in this kind 
of situation? 


Man is created according to His image, to live 
responsibly in freedom and love. Humanization 
means to bring about a responsible relationship 
of solidarity with others in freedom. But it 
will not be manifested unless the dignity of 
each person is respected and cared for. Above 
(more) 
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all, justice must be enacted before we talk’ about 
love. 


Management's use of the Christian gospel to en- 
courage patience and hard work may promote in- 
dustrialization, since taziness and other-world- 
ly passivity will not bring progress. But if 
one tries to cover up the problem of unjust dis- 
tribution of wealth and the continuation of in- 
human working situations by the admonition of 
patience and hard work, it will certainly not 
bring about the humanization of industrial so- 
ciety. 


The industrial society is complex and well-orga- 
nized; there are conflicting powers and competing 
interests. Unless the individual joins an or- 
ganization, he is too weak to maintain his rights 
and the basis of his life. 


The rich person derives power from his money; the 
professional person such as a university profes- 
sor has power because he has status and know- 
ledge; and the ruling authority has the police 
and military forces behind him. But the poor 
people have no power and so remain the object 

of exploitation. As a result, they passively 
accept the suffering of this world with resigna- 
tion and fatalistic apathy. 


Thus we see the importance of organizing these 
people, helping them to identify their concrete 
problems and through organization to solve the 
problems themselves. This is one way of reco- 
vering the selfhood and dignity of man -= by 
helping him to become a responsible partner in 
industrial relations. 


Today, churches throughout the world are discus- 
sing the Christian responsibility for areas of 
development. The key to development is to bring 
about the matured growth of the people, so they 
will participate responsibly in the developmen- 
tal process. In many parts of the world we are 
glad to see the upsurge of people. Those who 
were formerly suppressed and passively accepted 
the suffering are now coming into the process 
of self-reliance and helping one another. A 
sense of joyful celebration comes when people 
develop their personalities into maturity and 
responsibility. 


The urgent task for the church is to help the 
movement of people who want to help themselves. 
This goes beyond fraternal charity and a pater- 
nalistic relationship. It recognizes the basic 
right of all people and the fundamental impor- 
tance of all people sharing the power in order 
to have a responsible relationship in the in- 
dustrial society. 


Some criticize the people's upsurge by pointing 
out that there is violence and selfish group 

egoism in it. It must be clear that any people, 
including the poor, have selfish interest. But 


it is when people lack a recognized organization 
to express their interests that we see some of 
the disastrous consequences of dissatisfaction. 
To absolutize the self-interest of a particular 
Class is not our aim but rather to show a con- 
cern for their immediate interests and bring 
them into the process of responsible relation- 
ships. 


Love in Action 


Christians emphasize love as the central theme 
of Christian ethics in human relationships. Cer- 
tainly love is an expression of God's will and a 
basic element of Christian mission. But the im- 
portant thing is to see how love can be manifes- 
ted concretely in today's industrial situation. 
For instance, it is one element in the process 
of realizing the dignity of people. Love with- 
out justice is romantic impotency, while power 
without love is autocratic tyranny. 


Christ in His ministry blessed people -- people 
who were weak, poor, sick and afflicted -- in 
order to restore their humanity. He commissioned 
the disciples to go to every part of the world 
and follow his example. It is not a smooth and 
easy road. 


The process of humanization requires a commitment 
to become involved and courage to accept the suf- 
fering. What we need more than anything else is 
leadership training of persons who will partici- 
pate with the people, helping them to organize 
and come into a responsible partnership with in- 
dustrial society. In this task of up-building a 
body of people, many churches are working toge- 
ther. 


New forms of joint action are emerging in various 
localities. In Latin America in the initial 
period a Roman Catholic priest was regional sec- 
retary of joint work in the urban industrial 
areas. In Karachi, Pakistan; Manila, Philippines; 
and Nagpur, India both a Roman Catholic and a 
Protestant are jointly appointed as staff members. 
On the regional level in Asia, the Urban and In- 
dustrial Mission Committee of the East Asia Chris- 
tian Conference and the Committee on Asian Catho- 
lic Community Organization have organized ACCO, 
the Asian Committee on Community Organization. 

All these efforts promote the training of leaders 
and encourage the organizing of people in the ur- 
ban and industrial situation. 


Masao Takenaka 
Dr. Takenaka, professor of social ethics at Do- 


shisha University in Kyoto, Japan, is chairman 
of the WCC's Urban Industrial Mission Committee. 


lran’ s Churches Light 
2500 Candles 


Teheran (EPS) - In October Iran, the husky con- 
tinuation of the once vaster Persian Empire, be- 
gins the celebration of its 2,500th birth year. 
It is natural that the Christian communions 
should have a lively part. Individually and 
through the Interchurch Centenary Committee they 
Will initiate lecture series, films, broadcasts 
and commemorative services. 


Although they constitute less than 1% of the 
population of this officially Muslim country, 
the 204,000 Christians feel identified with its 
entire 25 centuries of history. Its founder was 
Cyrus, whom Isaiah 45 hailed as the Lord's 
Anointed and Ezra 6 honored for his broad-gauge 
religious outlook. Esther became queen -- and 
Daniel had his visions -- at its winter palace 
in Shushan. And biblical theology owes such 
concepts as paradise, Satan and the heaven-sent 
son of Man to Persian sources. 


Bishop Hassan Dehqani-Tafti, chairman, indicates 
that the Interchurch Centenary Cormittee also 
plans to emphasize New Testament ties. After 
all, the Wise Men who came to Jesus' manger were 
presumably from Iran. And the Parthians, Medes 
and Elamites who heard the Disciples at Pente- 
cost would today call themselves Iranians. 


Paul Seto, director of Armaghan Institute here, 
points out that the committee (of which he is 
the secretary) includes at least two bodies 
whose traditions date back to New Testament 
times: the Ancient Church of the East and the 
Amenian Apostolic. 


The Ancient Church of the East 


This church, which claimed Persian kings among 
its members in the fourth, fifth and sixth cen- 
turies, had 25 bishops as far back as the second 
century. Some authorities believe that the ruins 
of the Matmarian church in Rezaieh are from apos- 
tolic times. 


Eusebius, "Father of Church History", credited 
Saints Addai and Thomas as the first to evange- 
lize among the Parthians. Addai he identified 
with the Thaddaeus of Matt. 10:3. Thomas was, 
of course, the ‘'Doubter'' who became the first 
to confess Christ's divinity (John 20:28). 


The subsequent Ancient Church of the East, which 
sprang up in territory alternately controlled by 
Assyria and Persia, is also called Assyrian. 
Because it was enlarged by a fifth century in- 
flux of the followers of Nestorius (who stressed 
the manhood of Jesus), it is popularly known as 
"Nestorian". At its zenith it established vig- 
ourous missions in Arabia, India, China, Siberia, 
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Mongolia, Korea and Japan. 


Of its present 160,000 members, over 140,000 live 
outside Iran. Their strength in the westem 
United States led their Patriarch, Mar Ishai Shi- 
mm XXIII, to make San Francisco his headquarters. 
Bishop Khenanya Mar Dinkha bears a major portion 
of the administrative responsibility for those 
still in Iran. 


They use neither paintings nor sculpture as aids 
to worship. Their only symbol of faith is a 
cross above the simple altar. Laymen share in 
leading the worship which is conducted in Aramaic, 
the language of Jesus. At communion, children -- 
as members of the household of faith -- may take 
the bread, but the wine is reserved for full conm- 
municants. 


Their ancient concentration of strength was in 
the northwestern country around Rezaiyeh, which 
claims the second oldest church building in use 
in Iran. Today, however, in the 54 villages near 
the Turkish and Russian borders there are barely 
3,000 scattered constituents with but three 
priests to minister to their needs. 


The 7-10,000 in Teheran maintain a school and re- 
cently built a new church for their Mar Givargis 
congregation. One Assyrian, Wilson Bet-Mansour, 
serves in the national parliament. 


The Armenian Apostolic Church 


Embracing over three-quarters of Iran's Christians, 
the Armenian Orthodox Church traces its origins to 
the missionary endeavors of Apostles Thaddaeus and 
Bartholomew and calls itself 'Apostolic'. 


Its most historic settlements are in Azerbaijan 
Province, once part of the Kingdom of Armenia 
(the rest of which now lies in Turkish and Rus- 
sian territory). The 45 congregations in that 
area claim 15,000 members. Of these, 6,000 are 
in and around Tabriz, seat of the archdiocese and 
site of the Armenian historical museum. The St. 
Thaddaeus Monastery near the Turkish border claims 
the grave of that apostle and is the focus of a 
large annual pilgrimage. Nearer the Russian bor- 
der is St. Stephen's Monastery founded in 64 A.D. 


Julfa on the Aras (Araks or Arazes) River in 
Azerbaijan was a major center of Armenian Chris- 
tians until 1606, when Shah Abbas moved 40,000 
of them south to Isfahan. He needed craftsmen 
and merchants to build his fantastically beauti- 
ful new winter capital. There are still 5,000 
of their descendants in the 13 churches in the 
New Julfa section of Isfahan, and 26,000 com- 
municants in the Archdiocese of Julfa-Isfahan. 
All Saints Cathedral is one of three churches in 
the world in which the interior walls are com- 
pletely covered with religious paintings. Bi- 
shop Karekin Sarkissian was recently. assigned 
there. Education-minded, he will doubtless 
(more ) 
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strengthen its several schools and may even re- 
establish its theological seminary. 


Isfahan University's new Department of Armenian 
Studies, where Father Manjikian and Prof. Davi- 
dian hold forth, broadens the Iranian apprecia- 
tion of the Armenian tradition, as does the fine 
museum next to the cathedral. 


Most of Iran's Armenians have joined the migra- 
tion to the booming capital city of Teheran with 
its 6-lane boulevards and light-studded office 
buildings. The Teheran Archdiocese under Arch- 
bishop Ardak Manoukian claims 110,000 members 
and 24 schools. Its small but beautiful St. 
Mary's Church on Qavam-ol-Soltaneh Avenue is 
serving as a cathedral until the impressively 
larger structure is completed -- presumably in 
time for a major ecumenical observance of the 
25th centenary in October. Services there are 
well attended and children participate signifi- 
cantly. The choral music is magnificent. 


The Armenians of Iran maintain a dispensary in 
Teheran, hospitals in New Julfa and Feridan and 
an orphanage at New Julfa. 


Catholics 


The Archdiocese of Isfahan, founded in 1632, m- 
nisters to the 5,000 Latin-rite Catholics, most 
of them foreigners. They have not, so far, be- 
come involved in the Interchurch Centenary Com- 
mittee. But the 18,000 Chaldean Catholics and 
the 3,00 Armenian Catholics have. The Chaldeans, 
though they maintain the rites of the Assyrian 
Church, left that body in 1552 to unite with 
Rome. Iraq is their main stronghold and their 
Patriarch, Mar Paulos II Chekho, lives in Bagh- 
dad. In Iran, three archbishops operate out of 
Ahwas, Rexaieh and Teheran. They maintain eight 
schools and two small seminaries. 


Like them, the Armenian Catholics are Uniats. 
They observe the Armenian Orthodox liturgy but 
are answerable to the Pope. Most of them live 
in Teheran, where they have two schools and 
where Bishop Leonce Tchantayan has his headquar- 
ters. 


Catholics have three orphanages and three dis- 
pensaries in Iran and are building a new hospi- 
tal in Teheran. 


The Eastern Orthodox 


Greek and Russian Orthodox in Iran number about 
1,200 between them. Many of the 450 Orthodox 
Russians in Teheran, Pahlayi and Qazvin are 
stateless refugees from the Bolshevik revolution 
and are thus ineligible for social security. 
They are helped by the World Council of Churches 
and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees. 

Their vigourous, ecumenically-minded Archiman- 


drite Victorin looks to the Russian Church in 
Exile (headquartered in New York) rather than to 
Moscow for policy leadership. 


The little Greek Orthodox church on Roosevelt 
Avenue, Teheran, is Greek classical on the out- 
Side, Byzantine inside. Archimandrite Pangratios: 
Georgopoulos, being the only Greek priest in Iran, 
is also responsible for the little congregation 
in Abadan. He is answerable to the Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Constantinople. 


Anglicans and Evangelicals 


Some 2,000 Anglicans (half of them foreigners) 
belong to the churches in Abadan, Bushehr, Isfa- 
han, Kerman, Shiraz, Teheran and Yazd. Their 
bishop, Hassan Dehqani-Tafti, has already been 
mentioned for his ecumenical leadership. His 
Design of My World and other writings are highly 
respected. Like him, a large proportion of the 
membership are converts from Islam. A few are 
of Hebrew background. 


Their high-quality educational, medical and evan- 
gelistic work dates back to the early 18th cen- 
tury. In Isfahan they operate four schools (one 
for the blind), a 100-bed hospital, a bookstore, 
two youth hostels and, nearby, a remarkable farm 
training blind boys in agriculture. They also 
have a new Diocesan Centre and a vocational 
school for girls in Teheran and a hospital in 
Shiraz. 


The Diocese of Iran is part of the Episcopal 
Church of the liddle East with headquarters in 
Jerusalem. 


Evangelicals 


By agreement, the Episcopalians concentrate in 
the south, the Presbyterians (Reformed) in the 
north -- with work in Hamadan, Kermanshah, Meshed, 
Rasht, Rezaiyeh, Tabriz and Teheran. With the 
backing of the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions (Congregational) they estab- 
lished their 'Mission to the Nestorians" in 1832. 
Their intent was to stimulate a revival within 
the Assyrian Church, but the result was a new 
body, now called the Evangelical Church of Iran, 
with 55% Assyrians and 21% Armenians among its 
present 3,000 members. 


It has six schools, a nursing school in Meshed, 
and Armaghan Institute. Since the advent of wo- 
men's suffrage in 1963 the Iran Bethel Girls' 
School has been transformed methodically into Da- 
mavand College. The foreign consortium oil com- 
panies have given $200,000, and the national oil 
interests $65,000, in matching contributions. 
The Shah has pledged land for a larger campus 
once the title is cleared. [lis wife. gives strong 
endorsement to its curriculum which, under Presi- 
dent Frances Grey, Dean Mary Thompson and an 
(more) 


interfaith board of trustees, interweaves Iran- 
ian, English and world cultures with an apprecia- 
tion for both the Bible and the Koran. 


Following Presbyterian custom, the Evangelical 
Church of Iran was originally divided into geo- 
graphical presbyteries. Practical considera- 
tions, however, have made a division by language 
-- Assyrian, Persian and Armenian -- more natu- 
ral. 


The Assyrian Evangelicals in Teheran are flour- 
ishing, with new members migrating from Rezaieh 
and Tabriz. Persian Evangelicals have congrega- 
tions in Hamadam, Meshed and Resht. The prea- 
cher in the 600-member Teheran church is Mehdi 
Abhari, a Bangalore Seminary graduate who earns 
his bread as an official in the government's De- 
velopment Plan. The Armenian Evangelicals get 
help from French and Swiss Calvinists. They 
have an imaginative camp programme and are on 
good terms with Armenian Catholics and Armenian 
Orthodox. 


Cooperating but independent is the German Evan- 
gelische Gemeinde whose 400 members have a new 
church on Ghavam Street, Teheran. The English- 
speaking Community Church of Teheran has been 
regularly led by Presbyterian ministers. 


Ecumenical Cooperation 


The Interchurch Centenary Committee is only one 
manifestation of a healthy spirit of Christian 
cooperation. There is also the Church Council 
of Iran, primarily Anglican and Presbyterian 
with unofficial Catholic participation. Its 
major projects include literature development , 
youth programmes, a correspondence course and 
"Radio Voice of the Gospel". Also enjoying Ca- 
tholic and Protestant support is the Bible so- 
ciety. 


Especially heartening are spontaneous expressions 
of local ecumenicity. In Abadan and Shiraz, Ca- 
tholics and Protestants worship in the same 
building. In Tabriz an Armenian, Bebkan Hara- 
tunian, is business manager of the Presbyterian- 
related Christian Hospital. In New Julfa the 
Armenian Orthodox visitors' map shows all the 
non-Armenian and non-Orthodox churches. 


Anglicans and Lutherans alternate .in taking res- 
ponsibility for the Christophel School for the 
Blind in Teheran. Around Rezaieh, Protestants, 
Chaldeans and Nestorians have the best of rela- 
tionships. The Southern Baptists (USA) support 
a staff member at the Presbyterian Armaghan Ins- 
titute. 


This enterprise is especially heartening for its 
good relations with the Muslim faculty of Theo- 
logy at Teheran University. Its Muslim-Chris- 

tian theological library strives "to be an ins- 
trument of God's reconciling and redemptive pur- 
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pose in its relationships with men of divers 
faiths...in the university milieu". And the re- 
ligious tolerance of present-day Iran creates an 
atmosphere in which this and other institutions 
may foster interfaith understanding and goodwill. 


L. Humphrey Walz 
Minister of Public Relations, 
United Presbyterian Synod of New York 


Roman Catholics and Christian Counc’ 


Geneva (EPS) - Will the Roman Catholic Church 
seek membership in the World Council of Churches? 
This is a question of profound importance for the 
ecumenical movement. It is of more than specu- 
lative interest since Pope Paul VI alluded to it 
as a possibility when he visited WCC headquar- 
ters two years ago. He said the matter would re- 
quire long and careful study and was a question 
for the Roman Catholic Church itself to decide. 


One factor likely to influence the decision, al- 
though it will not determine it, is what is hap- 
pening and will happen at levels of church life 
other than the universal. 


Since Vatican Council II, Roman Catholic parti- 
cipation in the work of local and national Chris- 
tian councils and councils of churches has been 
steadily increasing. Prior to that, it was an 
extremely rare phenomenon. The policy of the 
Vatican has been neither to encourage nor dis- 
courage membership in local councils, but it has 
been officially permitted. Especially at the 
local level, and in a tremendous variety of ways, 
spontaneous Christian fellowship and cooperation 
are nowadays being experienced between Catholic, 
Protestant and Orthodox Christians all around 
the world. While not too prevalent in Africa 
and even rarer in Latin America, it represents 

a rising tide. 


Organised local councils are numerous in some 
countries but completely lacking in many others. 
On paper at least, the U.K. has some 720 local 
councils, autonomous though affiliated to the 
British Council of Churches; Japan has 40, New 
Zealand 28, Sweden 20, India but few. 


Roman Catholic participation is reported in 73% 
of the local councils in Britian, a very consid- 
erable growth in the past few years. Catholic. 
parishes or diocesan sub-structures hold full 
membership in at least 50 metropolitan or city 
councils in the USA. Councils of churches in 
which Roman Catholics are active seem to sponsor 


a somewhat greater number of activities than 
than others. 
(more) 
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The real significance of this new partnership, 
however, is in dispelling traditional prejudices 
and instilling a deeper sense of ecumenical fel- 
lowship and quickening ecumenical hopefulness. 
This is not the level at which big ecclesiasti- 
cal decisions can be taken, but it is the ground 
from which future developments may steadily grow, 


At Other Levels 


In countries such as the USA, Canada, Australia 
and the Netherlands, as well as in Asian cou- 
tries like India, Indonesia and Malaysia, coun- 
Ccils exist at various levels below the national 
yet above the strictly local. India has 14 re- 
gional Christian councils, South Africa 13 and 
Malaysia 11. So far as we are aware, it is only 
in the West that Roman Catholic churches hold 
membership in regional, state or area councils. 


Of the 11 Catholic regional episcopal conferen- 
ces in the USA several have joined state coun- 
cils of churches: in Texas, Arizona, Nevada, 


New Mexico, North Dakota and certain other states. 


Among the many achievements of which Texas boasts 
is the organisation of the first state-wide coun- 
cil including Protestants, Orthodox and Roman 
Catholics. Jan Cardinal Willebrands, president 
of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Chris- 
tian Unity, spoke at the second annual meeting 
of the Texas Conference of Churches last March. 
The situation is complicated not only because 
states and regional episcopal conferences are 
not conterminous but also because the decision 
has sometimes been left to each diocesan bishop, 
as in Ohio where some dioceses are in council 
membership and some are not. 


In Australia each of the seven states has a coun- 
cil, at least two of which have Roman Catholic 
membership - Tasmania and Victoria. In Canada 
10 R.C. dioceses have council membership. But 
participation is by no means limited to formal 
membership, as is evidenced by the part being 
played by Roman Catholics in a vast number of 
councils in which they hold only observer status. 


On the national level 10 Christian councils have 
full Roman Catholic membership; two of these an- 
tedate the new trend. The Ecumenical Council of 
Finland was founded in 1920, but its present con- 
stitution dates from 1958. In Finland, the Lu- 
theran and the Orthodox are the established 
churches. The Methodist and.the Roman Catholic 
churches are also officially members of the coun- 
cil, while other small churches send personal 
members. Though there is only one R.C. diocese, 
with not more than 3,000 adherents, the Bishop 
(Dutch) plays a vital part in the council's life 
and wishes to see it strengthened for joint ac- 
tion, in addition to the fellowship and exchange 
of information at present enjoyed. 


In 1963 the Roman Catholic and Anglican churches 


of Uganda united to form the Joint Christian 
Council. This culminated a long period of ri- 
valry and was prompted by their need to deal to- 
gether with the government in educational mat- 
ters. After long study and struggle, a contro- 
versy over rebaptism was settled ecumenically. 
There has been little joint activity in other 
fields, but an atmosphere of mutual recognition 
and cooperation is developing with the Roman 
Catholics advocating admission of other churches. 


Catholics are full members of the Fiji Council 
of Churches, the New Hebrides Christian Council, 
and the Melanesian Council of Churches. Since 
these are young bodies there is little to report 
as yet. The Archdiocese of Suva became a member 
of the Fiji Council at the end of 1968 and has 
cooperated in social welfare, statements on pub- 
lic questions and joint action for mission. 


The Sudan Council of Churches, founded in 1965, 
is in the main a Khartoum council, but has a dif- 
ficult and delicate role to play on behalf of 

the harassed south. Its ecumenical inclusiveness 
is remarkable: Roman Catholic, Episcopalian, 
Evangelical, Greek Catholic, Maronite Catholic, 
Armenian Apostolic and Ethiopian churches. 


The Ecumenical Council of Denmark, established 
in 1959, has just adopted a new constitution un- 
der which Roman Catholics (only about 2% of the 
population) have become full members, after hold- 
ing observer status for seven years. The pre- 
dominance of the Lutheran Church makes it dif- 
ficult for the council to play any really impor- 
tant role. But it seems to be successfully 
struggling to achieve significance, partly 
through its interest in radical renewal movements, 
partly through democratizing its own structure. 
In these developments the Roman Catholics have 

an important part to play. 


An Ecumenical Council of Churches was set up in 
the Netherlands in 1946. Three years ago it was 
reconstituted as the Council of Churches in the 
Netherlands, and the Roman Catholic Church joined. 
It has been transformed into a council organised, 
on paper, for action at the highest level. It 
remains to be seen whether it can achieve what it 
has set out to be and do. This is an important 
testcase. 


The other two national councils with Catholic mem- 
bership are the Guyana Council of Churches and 
the Christian Council of Trinidad and Tobago. 
The former was created in 1967 through a merger 
of the former Evangelical Council with a Chris- 
tian Social Council of which Roman Catholics had 
already been members. The Anglican and the Roman 
Catholic. are the largest of its 14 member chur- 
ches. Together these represent the Black, the 
Indian and the Mixed commmities in this racially 
split country. The earlier council seemed weak 
and irrelevant to the country's tragic need of 
(more ) 
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some reconciling power; the new one is rapidly 
increasing in strength and could play a tremen- 
dously important role in the future of Guyana. 


The council in Trinidad, over 30 years old, was 
reconstituted nearly five years ago to bring in 
the Roman Catholic and the Anglican churches, 
which respectively comprise over 50% and 33% of 
the Christian commmity. It therefore has a 
very great potentiality. Unfortunately its pre- 
sent programme is rather mediocre. 


Focus on the Caribbean 


It is in this Caribbean area that the first re- 
gional conference with full Roman Catholic mem- 
bership is likely to come into being. From the 
start the Roman Catholic Church has joined with 
the Anglican, Methodist, Moravian and Presby- 
terian churches to plan a Caribbean Conference 
of Churches. It is fitting this should happen 
here where Catholic/Protestant partnership has 
long been the rule at least in the field of 
Christian social responsibility. 


The Joint Working Group between the World Coun- 
cil of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church 
was never intended as a model for general use 
but has nevertheless been copied in Britain, 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Ireland and 
Switzerland. These national groups have initia- 
ted multilateral theological studies, as well as 
practical cooperation in social action. In the 
USA the Joint Working Group between the R.C. 
Episcopal Conference's Committee for Ecumenical 
Affairs and the National Council's Division of 
Christian Unity, which functioned from 1965 to 
1969, has been replaced by two new bodies: an 
Inter-religious Committee (consisting of the 
general secretaries of the Episcopal Conference, 
the National Council and the Synagogue Council 
of America) and a Joint Study Committee to in- 
vestigate officially the possibility of R.C. 
membership in the NCCC/USA. If this material- 
izes, a very important precedent will be set. 


Cooperation in the fields of development, medi- 
cal work and Bible translation is of world di- 
mensions. But of course there are problems. 

The ecclesiological question is the most funda- 
mental - do such councils have any ecclesial 
significance? What is the real relationship 
between member churches and the councils to 
which they belong? Is their interest only prag- 
matic, or do they represent a genuine concern 
for unity? 


There is much evidence that councils themselves 
recognize a need to re-think their nature and 
role. Ought the Roman Catholic Church to parti- 
cipate in that process from within? Is there 
in fact any viable alternative to a strengthen- 
ing of councils if the Church's unity is recog- 
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nized as yital to the Church's mission in a 
Still tragically divided world? 


Victor E. W. Hayward 
WCC Secretary for 
Council Relationships 


Latin America , Development , Relief 
Dominate Ecumenical News 


Geneva (EPS) - During a visit to Latin America 
last month Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general sec- 
retary of the World Council of Churches, called 
on Chilean President Dr. Salvador Allende in San- 
tiago. He was accompanied by the Rev. Emilio 
Castro, coordinator of the Provisional Commission 
for Evangelical Unity in Latin America (UNELAM), 
and lr. Leopoldo Niilus, director of the Commis- 
Sion of the Churches on International Affairs. 


The visit, Dr. Blake said, symbolized the chur- 
ches' interest in the socio-political experiment 
of Chile which seeks to overcome the problems of 
dependency through legal means and in response 
to popular will. It offered encouragement to 
many other peoples facing similar difficulties 
and harbouring the same hopes. 


President Allende said the churches could play an 
important role in keeping themselves informed 
about the socialist experiment so they could an- 
swer those who attempt to distort the truth. An- 
ticipating economic pressures, he asked the moral 
support of Christians and all those who seek a 
more human existence for man. 


Expressing appreciation for the support coming 
from local Roman Catholic leaders, the president 
spoke of his interest in greater dialogue with 
the Protestant churches in Chile. He recalled 
that for the first time in the country's history 
the president was installed in an ecumenical ser- 
vice. 


Dr. Blake also met with leaders of 17 Protestant 
churches who said the new situation in Chile was 
a challenge to provide relevant service and a 
Significant Christian witness. In a conference 
with Cardinal Silva Henriquez the delegation dis- 
cussed WCC/Roman Catholic relations. The Chilean | 
visit concluded with a meeting with representa- 
tives of a Chilean shanty town (barriada) where 
the WCC helps finance education for political 
awareness and community development. 


Other members of the WCC delegation were Bishop 
Raimundo Valenzuela of the Methodist Church, Bi- 
shop Enrique Chavez, Pentecostal member of the 

_ (more) 
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WCC Central Committee, Bishop Frenz of the Lu- 
theran Church and the Rev. Joel Gajardo, Dr. 
Blake went to Chile after addressing the quad- 
rennial assembly of the World Council of Chris- 
tian Education in Lima, Peru. Protestant, Roman 
Catholic and Orthodox delegates from 77 coun- 
tries considered the major crises in education 
and society and sought to determine how the 
Church might respond. Specifically they set out 
to frame an educational ministry committed to 
social change and the liberation of all men. 


Development programmes in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America were the focus of two meetings held last 
month by church-sponsored agencies. The WCC's 
Commission on the Churches’ Participation in De- 
velopment reaffirmed its intention to transfer 
decision-making to the powerless and promote 
self-reliance and voted to give priority to edu- 
cational programmes in both rich and poor coun- 
tries. These will strengthen awareness-build- 
ing, expose injustice and encourage people to 
change unjust and dehumanizing structures. Ten 
church-related and secular groups received funds 
totalling $312,500 from the Ecumenical Develop- 
ment Fund. 


The officers of SODEPAX, the joint World Council 
of Churches-Roman Catholic Church committee on 
development, voted a second three-year term for 
the committee and urged the people of Europe to 
seek a better deal for those in the developing 
countries, particularly in Africa. 


The plight of refugees from East Pakistan who 
have fled to India was the subject of a two- 
pronged attack by World Council of Churches 
agencies. The appeal for funds to feed, clothe 
and house destitute refugees was upped to $4 
million by the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service. Simultaneously the 
Cormission of the Churches on International Af- 
fairs pleaded with Pakistani authorities, the 
rich nations. and the churches to allow refugees 
to return home and repair the damage. 


Southern Africa figured in the news again last 
month when 45 leading churchmen in Capetown de- 
nounced South Africa's political and social sys- 
tem as in many ways akin to Nazism. They said 
that although the Pretoria government could not 
be accused of the atrocities committed in Nazi 
Germany, its society was basically structured 
according to the same principles of racism and 
nationalism found in Hitler's Germany, Earlier 
leading Protestant, Anglican and Roman Catholic 
prelates in South Africa had protested the house 
arrest of Father Cosmas Desmond, 35-year-old 
Franciscan, author of the book The Discarded 


People. 


The Methodist Conference meeting at Harrogate, 
England instructed its trustees to attend 
shareholders' meetings of companies with heavy 
investments in South Africa to express the 
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church's concern at their implicit support of 
apartheid, And representatives of three North 
American mission boards agreed to raise $30,000 
for humanitarian aid to liberation movements in 
Angola as a way of interpreting the issues of 
liberation and mission to their constituents. 
The ad hoc group, which is related to the WCC's 
study on "Christians in Changing Institutions", 
includes Africa specialists, Angolans living in 
the U.S. and mission executives of the United 
Church of Christ, the United Methodist Church 
(both USA) and the United Church of Canada. 


Church and Society concerns which came to the 
fore at the annual meeting of the Working Com- 
mittee in Nemi, Italy included the need for a 
pilot study on genetics and the quality of life, 
the relation between environment and development, 
the impact of technology on political and econo- 
mic systems, and images of the future that stress 
human values and creativity. The committee also 
outlined a two-year programme of study, research 
and commmication on violence and non-violence 
as strategies for social change. 


When representatives of 66 councils of churches 
around the world gathered in Geneva to assess 
the role of their groups, they underlined the 
need to give leadership in some of the current 
struggles of society, to pioneer in controver- 
sial areas in which individual churches are not 
willing or equipped to act. 


The Church of England took a decisive step to- 
wards union with the Methodist Church when the 
General Synod gave provisional approval to the 
union scheme approved by the Methodists in 1970. 
The Anglican vote of 307 to 163 - a majority of 
65.3% - was not conclusive. The question now 
goes to the 43 dioceses for their consideration 
and a final vote will be taken by synod next 
year. 


On the Orthodox front representatives of most of 
the autocephalous churches met in Chambesy near 
Geneva in mid-July to lay the groundwork for the 
long-anticipated pan-Orthodox Council. Discus- 
sion centred on several theological documents 
prepared by the individual churches dealing with 
six major subjects: questions of revelation, 
participation of the faithful in liturgical life, 
regulations for fasting, mixed marriages, the 
church calendar and the economy of the church. 


Metropolitan Chrysostomos of Myra chaired the 
discussion as the representative of the Ecumeni- 
cal Patriarchate of Constantinople. The Moscow 
Patriarchate was represented by Metropolitan 
Nikodim, secretary for external affairs, and 
the Rumanians by Metropolitan Justin. Delegates 
also came from the patriarchates of Alexandria, 
Jerusalem, Serbia and Bulgaria as well as chur- 
ches in Cyprus, Greece, Poland, Finland and 
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Periscope 


Figures on Cuban Christians 

Cuba has less than one million active Roman Catholics and about 50,000 Protestants, according to a new 
book titled Religion in Cuba Today, which was edited by Alice L. Hageman and the Rev. Philip Wheaton and 
published by Association Press of New York. Many of the statistics were gathered by Father Aldo J. Beun- 
tig, an Argentinian sociologist who went to Cuba in 1969 at the invitation of the hierarchy. The number 
of priests dropped from 745 in 1960 to 230 in 1970, he reported. According to the editors, at least two- 
thirds of Cuba's 8.4 millions are still Roman Catholic in the sense of being baptised and buried in 
the church. 


Two Churches on Abortion 
aWO Mturenes on Abortion 


The recent general synod of the two-million-member United Church of Christ (USA) called for repeal of 
all legal prohibitions against physician-performed abortions. This would take abortion out of the realm 
of penal law and make voluntary and medically safe abortions available to all women. At the same time 
the synod asked "adequate protection for conscientious objectors" to abortion, including physicians, nur- 
ses and prospective mothers. The vote on the resolution was 523 to 51. lieanwhile the United Church of 
Canada's Board of Evangelism and Social Service said that abortion should be an option and not a shame- 
ful one. In one of a series of "Unchurched Editorials" prepared for newspapers and radio stations the 
board said there should be room in society for alternatives. In the last analysis the decision was 
solely the woman's. 


South African Press Agency 


An ecumenical press agency for South Africa is being started by the Catholic Secretariat for Unity, the 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches and the South African Council of Churches. lir. David Thomas, 31, Presby- 
terian layman on the staff of the Johannesburg Star, will be the part-time press secretary of the weekly 
news sheet. 


Scriptures for Rumania 


Some 10,000 Bibles in !hmgarian have been received by the Reformed Church in Rumania, the largest Pro- 
testant church in the country. The diocese of Cluj got 6,000 copies from the United Bible Societies, 

the diocese of Oradea got 4,000. This first granting of an import licence for Bibles for a Protestant 
church indicates that smaller congregations may soon be allowed to receive Scriptures from abroad. 


Joint Action in Latin America 
wwett Action in Latin America 


Two British mission agencies have agreed officially to work together in Latin America. At their first 
joint meeting held in London the Central Committee of the Methodist Ilissionary Society and the Council 
of the United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel (Anglican) climaxed two years of exploratory 
work with a formal declaration of cooperation. Their first undertaking will probably be the provision 
of "an ecumenical and international theological conmmity...cormitted to building up the theological re- 
sources of the Evangelical (Protestant) churches--not in Competition with the 'new' Roman Catholic Church 
but complementary to it". 


Better Dutch/Indonesian Relations 
verter wuten/ indonesian Relations 


A delegation from the Council of Churches in Indonesia and the Roman Catholic Episcopate met recently in 
Driebergen with a similar group from the Netherlands Council of Churches to discuss how the churches 
could help to ameliorate relations between the two countries. Topics dealt with were the problems of 
development partnership, the situation of political prisoners in Indonesia and problems of the Moluccan 
people in the Netherlands, both veterans of the Dutch amy and their offspring. The consultation expres- 
sed the hope that conversations would continue. 


"Akona te Reo Maori"! 
pee UE NED MAO 


A plea that the Maori language be taught to all children in New Zealand's primary and intermediate 
schools was contained in a full-page advertisement appearing recently in all the major daily newspapers 
of that country and on national television. Signed by the Church and Society Commission of the National 
Council of Churches and paid for by Crothall & Co. » E.C. Munt, Hamilton United Brush Co. and anonymous 
donors in the interests of better race relations, the ad said both Maori and Pakeha (white) cultures 
must survive, intermingling and enriching one another. And the key to both is language. 


Spanish Episcopal Church to Register 


The Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church has decided to register as a non-Catholic religious confession as 
required by the religious liberty law. 
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Joint Appeals for Refugees 


Protestant and Roman Catholic churches in both Canada and West Germany have united in common appeals for 
East Pakistan refugees in India. Latest reports from CASA, the Indian churches' relief agency, indicate 
that some 166 field staff, volunteers and medical personnel have been mobilised for work in 47 camps. 
CASA's 17 medical teams have innoculated 129,265 people against cholera and given 14,281 smallpox vac- 
cinations. In addition more than 100,000 people have been clothed. The World Council of Churches has 
sent more than $800,000 direct to CASA and has further cash and pledges totalling $2 million. 


Botswana to Decide 


Bread for the World, the German Protestant churches’ relief and development agency, recently made allo- 
cations totalling $2.9 million to 40 countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America. For the first time a 
$14,000 grant was given undesignated to the Christian Council of Botswana so that it could make its own 
decisions about how the money should be spent among its own or non-church related development projects. 


These Projects Head the List 


Implementing a recent decision to issue a list of top-priority projects for which it will seek to guaran- 
tee 90% of their financing, the Commission of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service last month pub- 
lished a list of 287 projects totalling $2,900,000. They range from lay training for village church 
leaders in Papua and New Guinea to cormunity action in the slums of Buenos Aires, credit unions in Tai- 
wan and a rural training centre in Madagascar. Support for these projects, put forward by national chur- 
ches on all continents, will also be sought by the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism. 


New Papal Agency 


"Cor Unum", the newly formed Papal Commission for Promoting Human and Christian Development, has been 
directed to cooperate closely with all Christians so that aid, development and relief can be made more 
effective. The commission, created last month, is to act as the Pope's "instrument" in conveying papal 
policy on development questions to Roman Catholic agencies around the world. Jean Cardinal Villot, Sec- 
retary of State, has been named president of the commission; vice-president is Bishop Raimondo Torrella, 
vice-president of the Justice and Peace Commission. The secretary general is a Swiss Dominican, Father 
Henri de Riedmatten, Vatican observer at the European Office of the United Nations in Geneva. 


More Conscientious Objectors 


The number of conscientious objectors in the Federal German Republic is steadily increasing. Between 
Janpary and May there were 15,804 applications from men liable for military service. If this trend con- 
tinues, the figure for 1971 will total 30,000 as contrasted with 19,363 last year. 


"Keep Your Money!" 


The Presbyterian Church in Rwanda, Central Africa, no longer wants any financial help from Europe. Synod 
secretary Hitimann has told the Reformed Churches in Switzerland, Belgium and the Netherlands (Gerefor- 
meerde) that ''the conditions attached to this help are no longer acceptable to us". The missionary work 
of the churches has been coordinated by the Protestant Missionary Council in Brussels. 


Swiss Federation Will Not Broadcast 


The Council of the Swiss Protestant Federation has reaffirmed that it does not support the financial 
campaign being waged by the Association for an International Protestant Broadcasting Station. Follow- 
ing studies on the feasibility of short-wave transmission in Europe the Council in 1967 determined not 
to start such a project which failed to gain the support of churches outside Switzerland. 


Aid to Church-Related Colleges Is Legal 

The Supreme Court of the United States ruled by a 5-4 decision that it is constitutional for church- 
related colleges and universities to receive federal funds to finance buildings and facilities used for 
non-religious instruction. However, the use of public funds to pay teachers of secular subjects in 
church-run elementary and secondary schools and for the purchase of services from such schools was held 
unconstitutional by an 8-1 vote. Among those hailing the decision was President Kent S. Knutson of the 
American Lutheran Church, which owns 12 colleges. 


Racism in France? 


The National Council of the French Reformed Church recently called attention to the growing animosity 
towards migrant workers existing in all strata of French society. Echoing an appeal by the France- 
Algeria Association, the Reformed Church urged all citizens and especially those in authority not to be 
misled by slander campaigns which might lead to unfortunate restrictions. 
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People in the News 


Metropolitan Maxime of Lovetch was enthroned as patriarch of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church early last 
month in Sofia. He succeeded the late Patriarch Cyril, who died in March. Present for the ceremonies 
were Patriarch Pimen of the Russian Orthodox Church and Patriarch Justin of Rumania. On behalf of the 
World Council of Churches the Rev. Jens Thomsen, assistant general secretary, told a luncheon gathering 
immediately after the enthronement that the Bulgarian church had an important role to play of bridge- 
building between Eastern and Western traditions of culture and Christianity. 


The Rev. George Tsetsis, co-secretary for Orthodox churches and countries in the World Council of Chur- 
ches' Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service, has been promoted to the rank of ‘The 
Great Protopresbyter' by the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. 


Dr. Allen W. Lee of Seattle, Washington (USA) has been named general secretary of the World Convention 
of Churches of Christ (Disciples) with headquarters in New York. A member of the General Board of the 
Christian Church, Dr. Lee will direct plans for the ninth world assembly of the Churches of Christ sche- 
duled for 1974 in Mexico City. 


The Rev. Harry 0. Morton, newly appointed general secretary for the Methodist Missionary Society in 
Great Britain, has just been elected President-designate of the Methodist Conference. Mr. Morton, who 
served the Student Christian Movement of India for several years, worked on the staff of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches as scholarships secretary from 1960-63. 


The Rev. Dr. Arne B. Sovik, executive secretary of the Lutheran Church in America's Board of World Mis- 
sions, will return to the Lutheran World Federation in Geneva to direct a study on Marxist dialogue with 
special reference to China, his place of birth. He had previously directed the LWF's Department of 
World Missions. ; 


The Rev. Dr. W. Harold Row, 59, executive secretary of the Brethren Service Commission for 21 years, 
died in Washington, D.C. (USA) on July 14. Initiator of a continuing dialogue with the Russian Orthodox 
Church, he had hoped to head a Brethren delegation to Kiev this month. Since 1968 he had been executive 
of the denomination's Cormittee on Interchurch Relations and head of its Washington office. 


The Rev. Dr. Alan A. Brash, director of the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of 
the World Council of Churches, was elected president of the International Council of Voluntary Agencies 
at its recent meeting in New York. His term is for three years. 


Photo Oikoumene 


Refugees are one of the major problems of Africa. Approximately 1,700,000 persons have left their homes 
without prospect of return because of persecution or privation for political, religious, racial or eco- 
nomic reasons or as a result of war, revolution or natural disasters. From a very modest beginning in 
1964 the churches of the world had given $2,245,223 for the refugee programme of the World Council of 
Churches by the end of 1969, Now, however, it appears that the problem will continue in Africa for many 
years. Thus the focus of the WCC's work is shifting from emergency relief to efforts to help individu- 
als become self-supporting residents of their country of refuge or another country able to integrate 
them into its economic and social life. The new challenge is in the cities where social counselling is 
needed for effective resettlement of those completing secondary and university education. Since few 
voluntary agencies exist in Africa, local churches are being encouraged to provide education and a spir- 
itual ministry for some of these newcomers. 


Opposite: (914) Congo Kinshasa is the country with the largest number of refugees. Some like this An- 
golan boy fled racist regimes, others come from Sudan, Rwanda and Zambia. (915) Among those caring for 
the 25,000 Sudanese refugees in Ethiopia are the National Refugee Committee and the Inter-Church Aid 
Committee of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. (916) Those forced to live in the camp at Kassala, Sudan, 
find life exceedingly difficult. (917) Waiting to register at camp in Rutamba, Tanzania which the Lu- 
theran World Federation operates on behalf of the World Council of Churches and the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees. (918) Queueing up for medical attention in a Uganda camp. (919) Refugees shunted from 
pillar to post soon take on a look of resignation. (920) Much church money has gone into scholarships 
for refugees giving them specialist training to serve their fellows. (921) Sudanese children in Uganda 
seem to have retained their zest for life. 


Back page: The need for education, both academic and technical, is tremendous and urgent. The Church 
of Uganda (Anglican) has a well-organised programme of spiritual ministry and education (922, 924, 925, 
926). But assistance is also given through the WCC for construction work in Uganda (923) and agricul- 
tural projects in Zambia (927). 

Photos by John Taylor, Peter Solbjerghdj, UNHCR and LWE. 
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BELGIAN CARDINAL ADDRESSES OPENING 

OF FAITH AND ORDER COMMISSION 

Louvain, Belgium (EPS) - Joseph Cardinal Suenens of Belgium this week said the 
division and the disunity of the Church was the "scandal of the world" and 


should not be accepted by Christians. 


Addressing the 135-member Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of 
Churches meeting at the Jesuit College here, the controversial Roman Catholic 
prelate said Christians "must prepare with tenacious courage...the painful 


path toward unity". 


He said the Church has permitted misunderstandings and "Berlin walls" to divide 
Christians since the quarrels of the 1lth and 16th centuries. He called on the 
world's leading theologians to pave the way for the "visible unity" of all 


Christians. 


The theme of the 12-day conference is "The Unity of the Church - the Unity of 
Mankind". Cardinal Suenens said to confuse the two tasks is to risk reducing 
the Church to a social service organisation, but to separate them is to ignore 


that "God loves all men". 


The Church is no spiritual Red Cross but must proclaim without compromise the 
dignity and worth of man if he is to be saved from the technological jaws of 
modern society. This is very much needed if the unity of mankind is to be 


achieved, the cardinal maintained. 


Mr. Max Kohnstamm, vice-president of the Action Committee for the United States 
of Europe, said the duty of the Christian Church was to be a bridge-builder 
allowing people to "take part in the madly slow process of community building". 


He chided theologians for wanting "to be fashionable" and undertake various 


theologies when what is most needed is "a Church committed to justice and love..." 


Nine Roman Catholic theologians are attending the meeting as official delegates 
for the first time since their election at the World Council's Fourth Assembly 
in 1968. 


The meeting will study reports on baptism, inter-communion, ordination and pro- 
gress on church union negotiations which were commissioned by the last meeting 
in Bristol (England) in 1967. It also has before it a series of leading ques- 
tions on the unity of the Church in the context of the struggle for justice in 
society...the encounter with living faiths...the struggle against racism...the 


handicapped in society and differences in culture. EPS 
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NEW STATEMENT OF FAITH FOR TODAY 

ASKED BY FAITH AND ORDER DIRECTOR 

Louvain, Belgium (EPS) - The listlessness of the Christian Church was attacked 
by Dr. Lukas Vischer in his director's report to the Faith and Order Commission 


which is meeting at the Jesuit College here August 2-13. 


He told the 135 theologians from Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox and Catholic 
churches that what really obscures unity is "the loss of the passion to express 
our hope, that indifferent shrug of the shoulders". What was needed, he said, 


was a passion to rediscover the meaning of the Gospel. 


Calling for a fresh look at the goal of the ecumenical movement, Dr. Vischer 
said the fellowship of churches to be meaningful in the modern world must "take 
the side of those who are oppressed, discriminated against...and those who on 
any human reckoning cannot look forward to liberation from their particular 


bondage". 


What was required, according to the Swiss theologian, was an attempt by member 
churches of the World Council to formulate together a new basic statement of 
the Christian faith that would be relevant to today's world. He said it would 
be possible to establish Christian unity only when the churches succeeded in 


grasping and understanding together what the Church really is. 


Dr. Vischer said that methods of church union negotiations need to be updated. 
The stage has been reached when not only theological concerns but the political 
reality of church life must be faced. He expressed the hope that future nego- 
tiations would not be limited to churches in the same confessional family but 


would involve "a full fellowship" of all churches. 


Recent developments have brought the Roman Catholic Church into the centre of 
ecumenical theological discussions, and the director of the Faith and Order 
Secretariat expressed the hope that the Roman Catholic Church no longer needed 
to be treated as "a special partner in the ecumenical movement" since "all 


problems could be formulated and tackled as common problems" in the future. 


In his report Dr. Vischer reviewed the several studies undertaken since the 
last meeting of the commission in 1967. These included studies on the authority 


of the Bible, the sacraments and the ministry. 


The Rev. John Meyendorff, professor at St. Vladimir's Orthodox Seminary in 
Tuckahoe, New York, in a keynote address to the commission said: ''There is a 


new sense of religious experience that man's happiness will not be found even 
(more) 
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in economic prosperity or social and political equality". 


Referring to the theme of the 12-day meeting ("The Unity of the Church - the 
Unity of Mankind"), the Orthodox theologian said the intention of the Faith and 
Order Commission's shift from theology to "anthropology" was to discover the 
meaning of church unity in the "light of God's plan for all creation". He wel- 
comed the call to get involved in anthropology as an opportunity "to salvage 
the ecumenical movement". Through such an involvement, he said, the Caueeh 


should be able to show the way in which mankind can be reconciled to God. 


"We must be careful", he said, "that an impass will not result and lead many 


away from theology". EPS 


CHURCHES RESPOND TO NEW GUINEA 'QUAKES 


Sydney (EPS) - Australian churches have issued a $100,000 appeal for relief and 
rehabilitation work following the two earthquakes which struck New Guinea last 
month. The 'quakes, amongst the strongest recorded in recent years, occurred 
within 12 days of one another. Loss of life was limited but the tremors and 


the tidal waves which resulted swept away villages and wiped out many institutions. 


Churches in Australia, New Zealand and Britain have already sent $28,000 as a 
first response to the disaster. It will be used for repair and reconstruction 
work. Among the church property destroyed were schools and colleges operated 
by the United Church of Papua-New Guinea and the Solomon Islands. According to 
Glen Bays, an American church media specialist loaned by the United Presbyterian 
Church to a Christian literature project in Madang, New Guinea, the 'quake 
"shook buildings off foundations, damaged furniture and appliances, smashed 
crockery and destroyed water storage facilities". Hardest hit was Gaulim 


Teacher Training College, which suffered damage estimated at $50,730. 


The college, which plays an important part in the churches’ contribution to 
educational work in the territory, had received support from churches through- 
out the world through the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World 


Service of the World Council of Churches. EPS 


CLOSING OF ORTHODOX SEMINARY DENIED 


Geneva (EPS) - Word has been received here that the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople has not closed its theological seminary on the Island of Halki in 
the Sea of Marmara, but is under severe pressure to do so from the Turkish Gov- 
ernment. Government officials contend the school is subject to a recent decision 
forbidding the operation of private institutions of higher learning. EPS 
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W.C.C.E. CALLS FOR "RADICAL CHANGE" 

IN EDUCATIONAL GOALS AND METHODS 

Lima, Peru (EPS) - The discovery that the educational systems of Latin America 
are not at the service of the people but of a self-serving elite and the role 
of Christian education in reinforcing that pattern made an "overwhelming" im- 
pression on the 376 delegates to the World Christian Education Assembly, which 
closed here July 21. 


The result was a message to the churches which said: "We Christians must find 
new forms for demonstrating practically the love of God which denounces enslav- 


ing systems and powers even as it announces the liberation of humanity.... 


"In this assembly we have heard a disturhing challenge: to educate is not so 
much to teach as to become committed to a'reality in and with people; it is to 
learn to live, to encourage creativity...and under God and his power to liberate 
mankind from the bonds that prevent the development of God's image. This will 
necessarily require radical change in the objectives, content and methods of 


our educational task". 


The message had the near-unanimous approval of Christians from 77 countries, who 
had been named as official delegates by boards of Christian Education of major 
Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox churches and by councils of churches in many 
countries. Also at the assembly were 30 fraternal delegates from Roman Catholic 
churches primarily in Latin America. Father John Long represented the Vatican 


Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. 


As a basis for their deliberations the delegates had participated in dispersed 
groups (encuentros) in 17 Latin American countries before coming to Lima. There 
they learned of the impact of "neo-colonialism and imperialism" in Latin America 
in terms of deterioration of the terms of trade, monopoly of technology and ex- 
ploitation of the people. They were also told that "the educational system 
generally supports the status quo". Educational programmes produce a great num- 
ber of dropouts and neglected people on the one hand and an elite class on the 


other. 


"The churches are in separated and ambiguous positions...often living closer to 
the oppressor than to the oppressed", said the message. "As a consequence Chris- 
tian education in the world has been supporting the formation of indifferent and 


conforming people rather than the formation of free people". 


In this situation the delegates underlined the applicability of the Lord's admon- 
(more) 
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ition to "proclaim release to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind, to 


set at liberty those who are oppressed". 


A major action of the WCCE Assembly was the official decision to unite with the 
World Council of Churches. The vote was 149 to 7, with two abstentions. Dr. 
William B. Kennedy, executive secretary of the Staff Working Group on Education, 
responded on behalf of the WCC following the affirmative vote. Expressing both 
personal and official joy at the action, he said he looked forward to sharing 
the risks and the potential of an integrated work in education and pledged the 
WCC's best efforts toward a strengthened joint work. E 


PS 


AFRICAN WOMEN COVET ACTIVE ROLE 

IN POLITICAL, CHURCH LIFE 

Lomé, Togo (EPS) - African women believe they have a contribution to make to- 
wards solving some of the social and political problems affecting their coun- 
tries, the women's seminar held here July 5-22 showed. It was sponsored by the 


World Council of Churches and the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC). 


Two of the women's primary concerns were the content of education and the con- 
flict between modern culture and traditional customs, some of which degrade 
women. They were anxious that education should not alienate children from 
their parents and looked to Christianity for guidance as to what to ratain in 
their African heritage. Specifically, they wanted the Church to be more vocal 


on the treatment of widows. 


While the 45 women from 14 African countries varied widely in age and cultural 
background, they had a positive attitude towards change and a will to attack 
such problems as racism, refugees and rural development as well as to receive 


instruction on nutrition, family planning and health care. 


At the conclusion of their 24-week experience they called for annual seminars 
at national level involving leaders of all church women's groups. In addition, 
they asked the WCC and the AACC to hold a seminar for French-speaking Africa 
every two or three years and suggested that African pastors and their wives 


be included in a meeting on the role of women in Church and Society. 


Particularly effective were Bible studies on women's emancipation led by the 
Rev. Seth Nomenyo of the Evangelical Church of Togo. Other speakers included 
Mrs. Bao Andriamanjato, public works engineer; Mrs. Marie Sivomey, mayor of the 


city of Lomé; and Mr. Frederic Randriamamonjy of the WCC staff. Directing the 


seminar were Miss Brigalia Bam of the WCC and Miss Mercy Aguta of the AACC. 
HES 
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ORTHODOX READY FOR TALKS 

WITH OLD CATHOLICS, ANGLICANS 

Geneva (EPS) - An inter-Orthodox theological commission which met here recently 
reports that separate dialogues with counterpart groups of Anglicans and Old 
Catholics will probably begin next year. The Old Catholics' preparatory commis~ 
Sion, under the chairmanship of Bishop Urs Kiiry, is equally keen for an early 


beginning. 


The inter-Orthodox commission appointed to prepare for a dialogue with Anglicans 
will meet in Chambesy near here in July 1972, as the result of a decision taken 
in Helsinki last month. There it was agreed to hold a mini-encounter on Cyprus 
in September 1972, bringing together several members of the Orthodox and Angli- 
can preparatory commissions. Meanwhile, an intensive exchange of visits is 
taking place between Orthodox and Roman Catholics to pave the way for formal 
discussions. 


EPS 


LATIN AMERICAN LUTHERANS MEET IN ARGENTINA 


Jose iG@ayPaz, Aneentina «@PS) - Avcall for increased, \Christian participation in 
efforts to improve society opened the Fifth Latin American Lutheran Congress in 


this seminary community near Buenos Aires. 


"Tf the church does not take concrete action...it will perish", Prof. Adalbart 
Sitompul of Nommensen University in Indonesia told the 125 delegates from through- 
out Latin America and guests from North America and Europe. "The Church should 

be a pioneer in relieving men oppressed by poverty....the Church has no choice 

in her service, she is not permitted to serve only the upper classes or special 


facial or Social groups”. 


This continent-wide conclave was the first session of its kind since 1965 when 
representatives of all Lutheran churches met in Lima. In addition to discussing 
the theme "The Call of Christ and Our Responsibility", delegates were scheduled 
to consider proposals for improving Christian literature production and a plan 


for a Latin American Lutheran Council. 


Drawing heavily on biblical references, Prof, Sitompul underscored the responsi- 
bility of Christians to move out of a ghetto existence and "in cooperation with 
God" to cooperate with all men of good will toward the goals of development, 


justice and human rights. EPS 
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NCC CONSULTANT VISITS CHINA 

WITH SECOND STUDENT GROUP 

Hong Kong (EPS) - A Protestant clergyman who accompanied 13 American students 

and graduates who visited the People’s Republic of China recently said he 

thought it "improbable" that Christian missionaries could return to China in 

the foreseeable future. The Rev. Reymond Whitehead, who has been a consultant 

to the East Asia Department of the National Council of Churches (USA), was inter- 
viewed here by Religious News Service following his return from a month's visit 


together with members of the Committee of Concerned Asia Scholars. 


The tour, arranged by the official China Travel Service, included a talk with 
Premier Chou En-lai and visits to Peking, Shanghai, Canton, Soochow, Hangchow 
and various rural areas. It was the second American delegation to set foot in 


China in recent years. 


Mr. Whitehead said those he spoke with had "some knowledge of Christianity, 
although they were puzzled by the difference between Protestantism and Roman 
Catholicism". His group was shown a Muslim mosque in Peking and talked with 
the imam or priest in charge, who said attendance at weekly services was ''very 
irregular" because "young people were more concerned with collective and revo- 
lutionary activities". He had no knowledge of Muslim activities elsewhere. 
Members of the group saw stalls in the market advertising food prepared accord- 
ing to Muslim customs. 


EPS 


PULPIT/ALTAR FELLOWSHIP URGED 

FOR U.S. REFORMED/LUTHERANS 

Northfield, Minnesota (EPS) - A former chairman of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches, Dr. James I. McCord of Princeton, New Jersey (USA), has urged that 
churches of Presbyterian and Lutheran tradition declare themselves in pulpit 

and altar fellowship. This would be one step towards eventual merger of world 
Lutheran and Reformed bodies, he said following an address delivered to a theo- 


logical conference at St. Olaf College (American Lutheran) here. 


Dr. McCord reported that top U.S. Lutheran and Presbyterian church leaders plan 
to meet informally in New York to see what should be done to implement a conclu- 
sion reached by theologians of the two confessional families that there were 
"no insuperable obstacles" to an exchange of pastors and communion being re- 


ceived in churches of the other confession. 


European leaders of the two traditions will meet in Switzerland in September to 


consider similar action. 
EPS 
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SWEDISH PARLIAMENT APPROVES 
AID TO NON-LUTHERAN CHURCHES 


Stockholm (EPS) - For the first time in the history of Sweden, where the state 
church is Lutheran, the Swedish parliament has decided to give a financial grant 
to the non-state churches. The sum of $380,000 will be divided among the "free 
churches" (Congregational, Baptist, Methodist, Pentecostal and Salvation Army). 
And $66,500 has been voted to help meet the religious needs of Roman Catholic, 
Orthodox, Jewish and Muslim immigrants. 


According to the law, these subsidies are not perpetual. However, a study is in 
progress that may lead to revision of the relationship between the state church 


d th e 
an e government EPS 


CHURCH AND SECULAR AGENCIES 
OPERATE JOINT RELIEF FLIGHT 


Geneva (EPS) - A plane carrying medicines and medical supplies will leave Ziirich 
August 10 for India. On the flight will be representatives of HEKS, the Swiss 
Protestant relief agency, the Roman Catholic agency Caritas and the Swiss Red 
Cross. Travelling with them is a Swiss TV team which will report on the work 
the agencies are supporting amongst East Pakistan refugees. 


Word has been received that the German churches will underwrite the financing 
of a camp for refugees at Salboni as part of the Indian government's attempt to 
disperse the refugees from the border areas. Cost of the camp is estimated at 


$284,700. EPS 


GERMAN CHURCH MAKES GRANT TO CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE 


Wolfenbiittel, Germany (EPS) - The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Brunswick has 
made a grant of DM 30,000 ($8,500) to the Christian Institute in Johannesburg, 
South Africa, as an expression of the conviction that the institute is "doing 
its utmost to eliminate fatal apartheid thinking" and thus has experienced a 
tots of ditiiculty. 


Following the decision, Bishop Gerhard Heintze of Wolfenbiittel sent a circular 
letter to pastors and workers of the region expressing the belief that in the 
discussion of the World Council of Churches’ programme to combat racism "super- 


ficial global judgments" had played a considerable part. EPS 


SCHOLARSHIPS GIVEN THIRD WORLDERS 


Bochum, Germany (EPS) - A total of 59 scholarships for students from Asia, Africa 
and Latin America have been approved by the German Committee of the World Council 
of Churches' scholarship programme. The sum of DM 550,000 ($156,000) has been 
made available for 17 studying in the Federal Republic and 42 studying elsewhere. 
Total number of scholarship holders for 1971 is 196. The funds were contributed 
by "Bread for the World", the church's development service, and by individual 
congregations. 


Part of the grant will provide 10 short-term scholarships for training urgently 
needed kindergarten teachers for Ethiopia. The Addis Ababa course is the first 


offered to indigenous children's workers. EPS 
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Madagascar : 
the Wrath of the Brambles 


Tananarive (EPS) - The "Nosy Lava exiles" have 
gone back to their homes in southern Iadagascar. 
Nearly 500 persons had been held prisoner on the 
Island of Nosy Lava since the rebellion of last 
April. Upon reaching home they found their vil- 
lages destroyed and their property plundered. 


The repression had been harsh. An estimated 


1,000 persons were victims of the forces of order. 


The police, on the other hand, lost only two men. 
Although Madagascans attach great importance to 
funeral rites, the dead were not buried, and, in 
certain places, relatives trying to do so were 
shot down. Some of the people who fled will not 
return to their villages because they still fear 
reprisals. 


What provoked the Antandroy to seize catapults, 
sticks and spears and rise up against a modem 
army during the first few days of April? lIlow did 
they succeed in threatening officials in Bezaha, 
Betroka and Ampanihy and in occupying public 
buildings in various towns? Let us try to under- 
stand who they are and what their country is 
like. 


The climate in the southem region is scorching, 
and the earth, an arid and infertile desert. 
Roy, a kind of mimosa, has lent its name both to 
the region and its inhabitants: Androy, the 
country of the brambles, and Antandroy, inhabi- 


tants of the brambles. Parching winds blow there, 


making the quest for water a veritable obsession. 
The only patches of greenery are those at Tulear 
and Fort-Dauphin, and in the small urban centres 
of the interior. 


Water for the Antandroy is more of a food than a 
drink: yet one sometimes has to go as far as 10 
kilometres to find it. A drum of water may cost 
as much as 300 FMG ($1.14; the average annual 
income of a family is $47.50). Farine strikes 
this region each year. Although a stock-breeder, 
the Antandroy is a vegetarian and eats meat only 
during certain traditional festivals. The nopal, 
a type of cactus filled with water which swells 
up and sheds its burnt prickles when put on fire, 
was for a long time the main item in the peoples' 
diet. Since it was the only food of the zebu, 
the ox constituting the sole wealth of the re- 
gion, it eventually became extinct. 


Another factor contributing to the rebellion was 
the personal tax paid by every man over 18 years 
of age, which was higher in the southern region 
than in Tananarive. Very little time was allowed 
for collecting these taxes. Thus the peasants 
might suddenly find themselves obliged to sell 
their oxen at an extremely low price to raise 
money for taxes. As the tax collector did not 
issue a receipt, peasants sometimes paid more 


than once. Due to an anthrax epidemic which for 
the past two years has been destroying live-stock, 
the Antandroy have even been assessed for dead 
oxen, 


Who could endure such destitution? Under these 
conditions who could fail to revolt? The cup 
was full and suddenly it overflowed. Certainly 
the people of the South - including the neigh- 
bouring Vezo and Mahafaly tribes - had called 
for reforms but in vain. 


Monima, the Scapegoat 


Although this exacerbated situation appears to 
have produced a spontaneous revolt by the popu- 
lation, the government placed the blame on Mr. 
Monja Jaona, 61, president of the Monima move- 
ment made up principally of Southern peasants. 
Mr. Jaona, a native of the South, was a cate- 
chist in the Lutheran Church before going into 
politics. The authorities had had their eye on 
him since 1965 when, because of his belief that 
the government was failing to help the poor, he 
stood as a candidate for the Presidency of the 
Republic. Following the April rebellion Monja 
Jaona was sent to prison in Tulear and Monima 
was declared illegal. Guilty of mobilizing the 
peasant masses - 90% of them illiterates - of 
attempting to bring them slowly to a state of 
political awareness, of supplying manioc to those 
threatened by famine, the Monima represented the 
hope of the peasants for revolutionary change, 
or at least a change of regime. The party slogan, 
"Madagascar built by the Malagasy'', signified 
power to the people against the colonialism of 
petty officialdom. Perhaps this is why some 
people claimed the party was 'Maoist', an accus- 
ation without foundation. 


The Churches Break Silence 


"The Church cannot free itself from a responsi- 
bility for what is happening now. It must take 
the blame for not having been aware of its duty 
and for having failed in it". These words were 
used by the general secretary of the Madagascan 
Christian Council, the Rev. Daniel Ratefy, in 
appeals made last May for funds to aid the South- 
ermers. "We invite all believers without excep- 
tion to give generously to show solidarity with 
our friends in the South'', said ads in the Pro- 
testant press. The general secretary also asked 
the Church to undertake a special study of the 
"regular and permanent'' aid it should provide 
these destitute people. 


The Roman Catholic Church in its official Mada- 
gascan publication Lumiére (Light) had already 
denounced the brutality and tortures inflicted 
on those who had rebelled. 


The Protestant, Anglican and Roman Catholic 

churches have, moreover, set up an ecumenical 

commission to provide humanitarian aid to the 
(more) 


people in the South. And a movement of solidar- 
ity has become apparent throughout the country, 
especially in the centre. 

Protestants and "Subversion" 


Of Madagascar's 7 million population, 23 million 


are Christians and one-half of these are Protes- . 


tants. The Malagasy Lutheran Churches (FIM) and 
the Church of Christ in Madagascar (FJKM) work 
together in the Christian Council of Madagascar 
created in 1958 as the successor to the Inter- 
Missionary Conference which dated from 1913. 


The position of the Christian Council is not 
easy. Suspected by some people of doing nothing 
to defend the rights of Christians, it is accused 
by the authorities of fomenting opposition move- 
ments. Ina letter sent 6 January 1971 to Mr. 
André Resampa, then Vice President of the Repub- 
lic and Minister of the Interior, the council 
stated that "the Protestant churches are com- 
pletely free with regard to political parties 
and are bound only by the Word of God'’. The 
same is true for individual Christians. But "it 
is impossible for Christians to turn their backs 
on public life", says the letter. ''On the con- 
trary, they should study it and endeavour to 
witness to Christ by manifesting Christian prin- 
ciples in society. The churches do not exert 
any force on their members but leave them free 
to join the party of their choice or no party. 
The churches' duty is to teach Christians to 
obey the Gospel and conform to the law, as re- 
gards their political responsibility following 
the dictates of their conscience". 


The letter cites intimidation used by certain 
officials to obstruct the normal activities of 
some Protestant institutions. For instance, 
",..the local Synod of Tsiningia (13-14 June 
1970) and the regional Synod of Marovoay (July 
1970) could not take place because of threats: 
"If you meet, two FRS lorries will arrive from 
Tana to arrest you'"’. In addition, the general 
agent of the Croix-Bleue (association of tee- 
totalers) was prevented from making his rounds 
in the region of Port Bergé. 


Another Christian Council grievance is the Hen- 
riet affair. The council had appointed Marcel 
Henriet as university chaplain in Tananarive, 
but while he was on leave with his family in 
France, he was notified he could not return to’ 
Madagascar. The government has so far given no 
explanation. 


Since the General Assembly of the council is 
about to take place, it will be interesting to 
see what attitude it takes on such national © 
events. Roman Catholic and Anglican observers 
will participate for the first time. 
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From Independence to Genuine Freedom ft 


Madagascar has just celebrated its eleventh year’ 
of independence, but for the Antandroy indepen- 
dence has been a source of misunderstanding. 

They had hoped that colonial restrictions would 
be lifted so they could return to the freedom 
they enjoyed as shepherds and nomads. But as we 
have seen, their new way of life has led to alien- 
ation rather than liberation. 


Did the revolt improve the prospects for change? 
Yes, says the head of state, referring to concrete 
programmes now given priority, such as the sink- 
ing of wells and the construction of dams. But 
it is necessary to go beyond purely material aid, 
whether provided by the state, the churches or 
international organisations. The government, in 
particular, will have a difficult time re-estab- 
lishing its reputation amongst the former members 
of the Monima party. Whether they be peasants 
like those of the South, workers or intellectuals 
like those of the capital, all have a common spe- 
cific interest: to throw off the yoke which has 
been laid on a powerless people by a ruling class. 
More simply put, the men and women of the South, 
together with the whole population of the island, 
look forward to better days when the country's 
constitution will no longer proclaim in vain "the 
eminent dignity of the human person". 


Jeanne Lovis 
WCC Staff Writer 


(Translated from French by WCC Translation SOCr Oth. 
See Photo Oikoumene for pictures.) 


What Ever Happened to Agape 


Prali, Italy (EPS) - In one of the high valleys 
of the Italian Alps that is blanketed with snow 
in winter and with wild flowers in summer stands 
the international youth village known as "Agape". 
Conceived by young Italians inspired by Pastor 
Tullio Vinay, it was executed with the help of 
hundreds of work campers from around the world. 
Summer after summer they poured their energies 
and enthusiasm into moving the heavy stones, shov- 
eling mounds of earth and hewing logs to build 
this monument to post-war reconciliation. 


Agape, as many readers will remember, was one of 
the first ecumenical work camps sponsored by the 
World Council of Churches. Campers came by boat 
from America, by bicycle from northern Germany, 
by train fron tm aS regions and hitchhiked 
(more) 


September 1971 


when they had no money. There in the rugged 
mountains of northwest Italy some 75 kn, from 
Turin they discovered it was possible to break 
down the iron curtain of racial, national and 
confessional prejudices and to begin to re-build 
visible evidence of Christian commmity. 


The original idea was to give Italian Protestants, 
a minority scattered throughout the country, a 
meeting place; to enable them to meet Protestants 
from other countries; and to become acquainted 
with other theological and cultural views, espe- 
cially those of Catholics. 


For centuries members of the Waldensian Church 
had suffered persecution. Some hid in caves, 
others fled north to Switzerland and Germany only 
to return eventually to the high valleys. Wald- 
ensian and other Protestant youth groups all over 
Italy were isolated from each other and hence 
without a sense of the unity of the Christian 
Church. During World War II all bonds of fellow- 
ship with other European Protestants had been 
severed. After years of hate and destruction 
there was acute need for concrete expressions of 
Christian love. 


The Greek New Testament word “'agape'' seemed par- 
ticularly appropriate to express the love of God 
which provided the foundation for the project. 


"We build Agape", said Tullio Vinay, 'in order 
that our youth may get to know the true joy of 
the Gospel and henceforth seek it and become a 
Witness to it. Unfortunately people are often 
little acquainted with the joyfulness of brother- 
ly fellowship. Although it is within the reach 
of everybody, most people have never experienced 
it. Here is the real significance of the camps 
which will receive their full realization at 


Agape"’. 
Second Period 


When the construction period was over (1947-51) 

a crisis developed. Many people considered that 
Agape was finished. Finally a new organizational 
structure was devised in 1953 known as the Com- 
munity of Agape. It was dedicated to a new theo- 
logy, the theology of giving, and a new ecclesi- 
ology, the community way of life. A General Com- 
mittee received strong support from the Walden- 
Sian Church, European youth movements and the 
Youth Department of the World Council of Churches. 
International camps increased from two to four 
or five each summer, and groups having their own 
programme were encouraged to come in either the 
spring or fall to study and meditate together. 
Voluntary service is still indispensable for the 
life of Agape. Besides a resident group a limi- 
ted number of co-workers take care of the ser- 
vices necessary for summer conferences. 


At last it was possible to bring together Italian 
Protestants to discuss common concerns on an 


inter-confessional basis. The nucleus of the 
Student Christian Movement, in close contact with 
Agape, began studying themes of interest to stu- 
dents and doing political research. 


But perhaps the most daring innovations were the 
first camps including both Protestants and Roman 
Catholics. Priests who took part in these ran 
the risk of disciplinary action, and "Evangeli- 
cals" as Protestants are called in Europe were 
often accused of betraying the small Protestant 
minority to its centuries-old enemies. 


One of the first such camps in 1964 focused on 
how the churches could help to achieve a Chris- 
tian society. While fundamental issues were 
discussed, no attempt was made to tackle divisive 
theological questions. These camps soon became 

a meeting place for Protestants and Catholics who 
took a critical view of their churches, challeng- 
ing their theology and structures. A climax was 
reached in 1969 with a large meeting of groups 
discussing 'The Christianity of Contestation". 


At the same time the Agape commmity was experi- 
menting with a new kind of relationship between 
Christians who rejected the type of individual- 
ism common in traditional parishes. It can thus 
be said that Agape represented one of the first 
cells of ecumenism in Italy operating as a Chris- 
tian community. This avant-garde aspect with 
reference to theological renewal has gradually 
led to the present situation where it is possible 
to distinguish the original characteristics of 
Agape despite changes along the way and to adapt 
them to the demands of today's youth. 


Another pioneering venture which has become a 
distinguishing feature of Agape was the dialogue 
between Christians and non-Christians, especially 
Marxists. Christians who recognize in Agape a 
valuable instrument for finding the meaning of 
Christian vocation have come to see their respon- 
sibilities in the field of history. The Marxist 
analysis of society with its emphasis on social 
classes encountered some resistance. But over 
the past 10 years the Africa-Europe camp held 
each summer has developed an analytical method 
of research that has proved valuable in looking 
at capitalism and socialism, imperialism and the 
Third World, development and underdevelopment. 


While some thought this went beyond Agape's ini- 
tial concern to express the Gospel and announce 
the Kingdom of God, others considered it a neces- 
sary risk. It made Christians see the need to 
examine the relationship between revelation and 
history, between the action of God and the free- 
dom of Man. This provided the motive for a con- 
tinuous political and economic analysis of the 
modern world, but also expressed solidarity with 
the weak and oppressed. It also enabled Agape 
to resume the dialogue with many secular young 
people who saw no connection between faith and 


politics. (nore) 


By serving as a meeting place for Italian Pro- 
testant youth since its inception Agape helped 
lay the groundwork for the Italian Evangelical 
Youth Federation. Following the formulation of 
its constitution in 1969, the first congress was 
held at Agape in 1970. 


20th Birthday 


This year Agape celebrates the 20th anniversary 
of its formal opening in 1951. A mere enumera- 
tion of the conferences held last summer gives 
an idea of the comprehensive spread of interests 
represented in the current programme: 

Summer Junior Conference - "School and Society"; 

Ecumenical Conference - ''Towards a Contemporary 
Understanding of the Bible"; 

2nd International Conference - "lope and Utopia" 
introducing philosopher Emst Bloch to Italy; 

Africa-Europe Conference - "Imperialism and Anti- 
Imperialistic Struggle in Africa and Europe"; 

Conference of Italian Protestant Youth Federa- 
tion - "The Credibility of Italian Protestant- 
ism"; 

Camp for Families - "Spirit and Body, Sacred and 
Profane"; 

Theological Meeting of Italian Protestant Chur- 
ches Federation - "The Relationship between 
Man and God in Protestant Theology Today"; 

Student Christian Movement - "School and Capi- 
talistic Development"; 

Autum Junior Camp - Preparation of a second 
song book and choir tour. 


During the 20 years of its existence Agape has 
had three directors: Tullio Vinay (util 1960), 
the Rev. Giorgio Girardet (1960-1966) and the 
Rev. Franco Giampiccoli (until now). The years 
have been difficult ones as the commmity attemp- 
ted to move from the romanticism and hard physi- 
cal labour of the early work-camp period to a 
mature understanding of what reconciliation 
means in times of political, economic and social 
upheaval. According to Mr. Giampiccoli, there 
was always the conviction that reconciliation 
cannot be achieved by hiding the latent strug- 
gles in society but only by going to the roots 
of evil. Always it was stressed that Christ's 
reconciliation becomes reality only to the de- 
gree to which it passes by way of the cross. 


Not the least of the commmity's problems have 
been financial. But the difficulties become 
secondary if Agape preserves its vitality and 
remains, especially during this difficult period, 
a point of contact for Christians who, in their 
attempts at theological, ecclesiological and 
political renewal, are sincerely trying to find 
what it means to follow Christ and witness to 
God's Kingdom. 


Frances S. Smith 
WCC Staff Writer 


(See Photo Oikoumene for pictures.) 
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Vote for Integration... 
Boost to Education 


Lima, Peru (EPS) - The past struggled with the 
future at the recent World Christian Education 
Assembly, but both were thrust into the back- 
ground by the present revolutionary mood of Lat- 
in America, which delegates had experienced 
firsthand in 17 cities of Central and South Ame- 
rica before they ever reached Peru. 


Prior to the assembly it had appeared to some 
that the major business might be the decision 

on whether the 64-year-old tradition-laden World 
Council of Christian Education should unite with 
the much younger World Council of Churches. But 
the 376 delegates participated in encounters (en- 
cuentros) in local situations enroute here and 
were so overwhelmed by the poverty, suffering and 
dynamic turmoil they saw that the assembly turned 
out to be a somewhat different event than antici- 
pated. 


Imagine 15 to 20 visiting church educators from 
all over the world spending six full days with 
local leaders in Port of Spain, Buenos Aires, 
Caracas, Bogota, Santiago, Quito, La Paz and 
other cities. Their purpose: an exploration 
and analysis of the education situation in that 
place. Each group met a variety of local people: 
politicians, educators, labour leaders, radicals, 
conservatives, Roman Catholics, Protestants and 
Pentecostals. Through discussions, interviews 
and firsthand experiences they sought to discover 
what forces are shaping the lives of people and 
the educational efforts of the society and the 
churches. 


Most of the visitors heard about the need and 
readiness for revolutionary change and were 
forced to face the problems of education in such 
situations. Most were shaken by the suffering 
but impressed by the people they had met -- 
their vision and perseverence in the face of al- 
most insurmountable obstacles. No one who ex- 
perienced the encuentros will return home to 
conduct his church educational business as usual. 


The Latin American learnings could not, of course, 
be transferred elsewhere. But the heightened 
awareness of the context in which church educa- 
tion is set forced everyone to a deeper analysis 
of his own situation. Regional meetings held to 
appraise the implications for work back home be- 
gan to focus on more radical hopes and plans. 


Veterans of previous WCCE assemblies in Nairobi, 
Tokyo, Belfast and Toronto were amazed at the 
different tone of this one. As delegates gath- 
ered in Lima following the encuentros everyone 
talked excitedly about the social, political 
and educational context he had discovered. Spe- 
(more) 
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cific questions about Sunday school and church 
education were considered only in the framework 
of this broader setting. 


The physical surroundings also contributed to 

the focus on Latin America in the year 1971. 
Huampani, the actual conference site, is a gov- 
ernment recreation centre just far enough out- 
side and above Lima to escape the heavy cloud 
cover that blankets the city 10 months of the 
year. The trip there took everyone through 
miles of slum areas; the rocky, dusty hillsides 
are covered with shanties built of stones, adobe 
and brick. The streets are filled with poor peo- 
ple demonstrating an amazing ability to cope with 
hardship and sub-standard living conditions. A 
Peruvian dinner and drama during the course of 
the assembly gave delegates a different view of 
the country's history and culture. 


From the first worship led by Methodist Bishop 
Federico Pagura of Costa Rica to the formal ecu- 
menical service in the city at which Roman Cath- 
olic Cardinal Landazuri Ricketts brought greet- 
ings, the style of Latin American hymody, 
preaching and participation was felt. Dr. José 
Miguez-Bonino's speech on "New Theological Per- 
spectives'' employed a type of radical theolo- 
gizing that began with the historical situation. 
Although some members of the panel objected to 
this. contemporary approach, present-day reali- 
ties proved his words too relevant to dismiss. 
After the tension, oppression and conflict ex- 
perienced in the encuentros, the "gathered" as- 
sembly could never settle down to traditional 
pattems. 


Dynamic Ferment 


The same dynamic ferment characterized the edu- 
cational thinking and discussion. Mrs. Birgit 
Rodhe from Sweden spoke on 'New Perspectives in 
Education''. She reviewed major trends around 
the world, admitting that some seemed remote 
from Latin America but still provided the basis 
for educational analysis. 


On Sunday morning Ivan Illich, director of the 
Inter-cultural Documentation Centre in Cuerna- 
vaca, Mexico, delivered a blast against the idea 
of schooling using these words: ''Education is 
the alchemist's elixir in contemporary form". 

It is universally believed "that a process called 
"education' can increase the value of a human 
being, that it results in the creation of human 
Capital and that it will lead all men to a better 
life''. Many members of the assembly were puz- 
zled about alternatives to schooling, but two or 
three examples given by Illich left no doubt that 
radical options should be tried and a radical 
critique applied to the whole education business. 


In an afternoon session Paulo Freire of the 
World Council of Churches' staff discussed con- 
scientization with a large group including many 


who came out from Lima. Peru's Minister of Edu- 
cation resplendent in his military uniform greet- 
ed the delegates at the opening meeting with an 
enthusiastic report on the new educational re- 
forms in his country, which an aide discussed 
more thoroughly later in the week. 


Probably the best job of relating the broad pic- 
ture to the specifics of church education was 

done by Ralph Mould, general secretary of the 
WCCE since 1965. Carefully putting Sunday school 
work in perspective and relating it to other move- 
ments in church and society, Mould's report chal- 
lenged delegates to anticipate the future eagerly 
and with a sense of what must be continued from 
the past as old forms change into the new. 


At the final assembly of an organization spanning 
six decades and preserving an even older tradi- 
tion of church educational work, one would have 
expected more nostalgic looking backward. Cer- 
tainly there was a sense of history. Regional 
reports charted activities and progress since the 
last assembly in 1967. A dinner on Monday night 
featured presentation of a 'WCCE Family Album" 
with 97 pages of photographs and facsimile re- 
productions of people and events since the World's 
Sunday School Convention in 1889. Announcement 
was made of a major series of studies on the his- 
tory of the Sunday school movement, and copies of 
the first volume devoted to North America were 
available. 


But most of the history related to the last de- 
cade during which the WCCE has been looking for- 
ward to closer cooperation and integration with 
the World Council of Churches. Mr. Mould and 
WCCE President Charles Malik in presenting the 
Plan of Integration both reviewed the steady pro- 
gress of negotiations leading to the moment of 
decision. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the 
World Council of Churches, reported the affirma- 
tive vote of his organization's Central Committee 
at Addis Ababa last January and described the 
future work and shape of the WCC. A panel of 
members of the Joint Negotiating Committee and 
staff answered questions about the plan. Region- 
al groups discussed its implications for their 
areas. The vote was scheduled for Wednesday af- 
ternoon but petitions moved it up to Wednesday 
moming. Symbolically the assembly wanted to 
move faster into the future! 


Vote of Confidence 


The vote was taken with all the care necessary 
for such a significant action in the life of a 
historic organization voting itself out of one 
existence into another. The vote: 149 for, 7 
against, 2 abstaining -- obviously well over the 
two-thirds required and enough to indicate strong 
support not only for integration but for the 


joint work outlined for the future. Guo} 


The closing hours were future-oriented. This 
writer together with Wemer Simpfendérfer, Paulo 
Freire and Oscar Bolioli outlined some of their 
hopes for the Programme Unit on Education and 
Communication of the World Council of Churches. 


In the final business session the assembly strug- 
gled with a 'Message to the Churches" which 
would reflect the anguish and hopes of Latin 
America in 1971 as seen by educators from all 
over the world. It said: 'We Christians must 
find new forms for demonstrating practically 

the love of God which denounces enslaving sys- 
tems and powers even as it announces the libera- 
tion of humanity....This will necessarily re- 
quire radical change in the objectives, content 
and methods of our educational task". The final 
communion service reminded all of the faith that 
impelled them into their vocation as educators 
in the turbulent world of the '70's. 


Thus in January 1972 the World Council of Chur- 
ches will have a new full partner sharing its 
work, and for the first time, a clear concern 
for the Church's work with children as well as 
a strengthened awareness of its work with youth. 
The strong political implications of the Latin 
American scene underlined the importance of 
adult education and action in the Church; the 
need for the Church to become more seriously 
engaged with formal systems of education and 
the educational implications of the mass media 
and other structures of society was obvious to 
i 


This.new partner will give a renewed impetus to 
the WCC's Office of Education established by 
mandate of the Uppsala Assembly. The WCCE Assem- 
bly, with its strong affirmative vote and excit- 
ing educational experience in Latin America, 
should ensure that educational efforts of the 
ecumenical movement will never be the same 

again! And the dramatically engaging style of 
its assembly should give an example for future 
ecumenical meetings. 


Welcome, new partners of WCCE! 


William B. Kennedy 

Executive Secretary 

Staff Working Group on Education 

WCC Programme Unit on Education/Conmunication 


Beyond Beer Bottles and Oil Spills 


Nemi, Italy (EPS) - Three revolutionary move- 
ments - technological, socio-political and coun- 
ter-cultural - collided when the Working Com- 
mittee of the World Council of Churches' Depart- 
ment on Church and Society met here recently. 
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The 60 committee members and consultants had 
gathered to determine next steps for the depart- 
ment's study programme on technology and the fu- 
ture.* 


Technology 


The technological revolution, warned anxious ex- 
perts, is raising urgent and unprecedented ques- 
tions about the way in which man's snowballing 
power over himself and his universe should be 
employed. 'Don't leave us alone!" pleaded scien- 
tists like Bentley Glass, former president of 
the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, as the conmittee sought more effective 
ways of involving the churches in the growing 
ethical debates about genetics, population growth, 
environmental pollution and the use of natural 
resources. 


Out of this encounter emerged some specific re- 
quests. They are being presented to the WCC's 
Executive Committee at its meeting in Sofia this 
month. One recommendation urges the World Coun- 
cil to establish a panel consisting primarily of 
geneticists and theologians, to study a number 
of controversial propositions. These include 
the need for counselling services to prevent 
the reproduction of genetic diseases, the ethical 
problems involved in foetal diagnosis and abor- 
tion and other possible measures of genetic cor- 
rection. 


A second proposal calls for publication of a 
series of essays to spur dialogue between the 
Church and the scientific commmity about social 
responsibility ''in view of the changing pattem 
of scientific work, the new interaction between 
science and society, the widespread suspicion of 
the power of science, and the awakening conscience 
of many scientists". 


The most crucial recommendation, however, stems 
from the Working Committee's discussion of the 
agonising political, economic and ethical choices 
which rampant technological growth is pressing 
upon the world. Jérgen Randers of the Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology (USA) had warned of 
the potentially cataclysmic impact of present 
rates of rising population, growing pollution and 
intensifying demand on earth's limited resources. 
The drastic changes that must be made to estab- 
lish ecological equilibrium and avert disaster 
constitute, he said, "an unprecendented challenge 
to mankind"’. 

(more) 


*In addition, the working committee also 
drew up a plan for the WCC's new two-year study 
and research programme on 'Violence, Nonviolence 
and the Struggle for Social Justice - Exploring 
Strategies for Radical Social Change''. The pro- 
gramme outline will be published in the forth- 


coming issue of Study Encounter. 
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For the rich nations, the problems thus high- 
lighted are complex enough. But set the debate 
in the larger perspective of the international 
rich-poor gap, as the Church is bound to try to 
do, and the issues are daunting indeed, 


Social Justice 


"The challenge of international social justice 
confronts us at the outset of any inquiry into 
the environmental question", agreed the Commit- 
tee. It thus endorsed the protests of Asian, 
African and Latin American participants against 
what they saw as the provincialism of much of 
the current North Atlantic talk about ecological 
problems. ''The two crises are inextricably link- 
ed: we cannot speak of an environmental policy 
without a development policy, any more than we 
can effectively pursue development without en- 
vironmental planning". 


In other words, the technological revolution and 
the socio-political revolution each requires re- 
definition of its goals in relation to the other, 
if man is to deal adequately with the social and 
technological traumas which lie ahead. Chris- 
tians have a particular obligation to try to see 
the picture whole, to ensure that the cries of 
the oppressed for justice are not outshouted in 
the intensifying debate about technology, ecology 
and the future. Obviously the discussion must go 
far beyond the minor problems of discarded beer 
bottles and ocean oil spills. It cannot avoid 
the tough question raised by one working group: 
whether "justice will require wealthy societies 
to moderate, halt or even reverse their rates of 
consumption and pollution in order that other 
societies may accelerate economic growth". 


The Working Committee decided to ask that an ex- 
pert task force be set up to keep the churches 
informed on current environmental questions and 
to investigate: ''the issues raised by the con- 
sideration of the finite limits of the earth's 
physical resources and of the growing pollution 
of the environment; the arguments for a reduc- 
tion of economic growth in developed countries; 
and the implications of these findings for so- 
cial justice, especially on the international 
scale". Further, it approved plans for the pub- 
lication of a booklet on Global Environment, 
Responsible Choice and Social Justice aimed at 
bringing together contributions from natural 
and social scientists and theologians. It pre- 
pared a preliminary analysis of the main issues 
for consideration by the World Council's Execu- 
tive Committee. 


Counter-Culture 


Can a highly technological society, however equi- 
tably its resources may be distributed, allow 

the authentic development of the human self? 
Many young people doubt it and they have created 
a counter-culture to challenge the dehumanisa- 
tion of technological society. Their revolu- 


tionary hostility to the technocratic mind-set 
was expounded before the Working Committee by 
Theodore Roszak, author of The Making of the 
Counter-Culture. The key to the future, he ar- 
gued, lies not primarily in programmes of poli- 
tical or technological salvation but in people's 
readiness to develop new styles of life and 
fresh visions of the possibilities of human exis- 
tener 


Many participants found this approach dangerously 
close to social irresponsibility. The report of 
the working group dealing with "Images of the 
Future" warned of the possibility of the counter- 
culture becoming "an ermitism which is self-cen- 
tred and escapist". However, the group envisaged 
it becoming "institutionalized as an internal 
corrective to the wider society, as a dedicated 
and inspirational monasticism..." 


The problem, however, remains. "At the moment, 
no ideology or theory seems to provide an inter- 
pretation of the total revolutionary situation 
of our world", contended Paul Abrecht, executive 
secretary of the Department on Church and Society. 
"Goals" and ''visions' have in the past been part 
of the vocabulary of the Christian faith. But 
judging from the present debate, man seems to 
lack a vision of his future that would ensure 
that technology enriches rather than enslaves hu- 
man life. Meanwhile technocrats, social acti- 
vists and counter-culturalists hurry along 
their different, sometimes conflicting ways. 


The search for such a vision becomes one of the 
major creative challenges of our time. 


David M. Gill 
Secretary, Church and Society Department 


News Round-up 


Visible Unity, Mission, Women’ s 
Role Pressed in World Meetings 


Geneva (EPS) - The achievement of visible unity 
in one faith and in one eucharistic fellowship 
should be one of the goals of the World Council 
of Churches, according to the Faith and Order 
Commission which concluded a 12-day meeting in 
Louvain, Belgium on August 12. 


After considering the theme 'The Unity of the 
Church - the Unity of Mankind", the 135-member 
theological commission including nine Roman Cath- 
olics suggested a rewording of the World Council's 
functions. Instead of saying it carries on the 
work of the world movements for Faith and Order 
and Life and Work and of the International Mis- 
sionary Council, the commission proposed it 

(more ) 
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should "call churches to the goal of visible un- 
ity in one faith and in one eucharistic fellow- 
ship, expressed in worship and in common life in 
Christ and to advance towards that unity in order 
that the world may believe", 


This revision, if accepted by the churches, 
would not become operative until the Council's 
next world assembly scheduled for 1975. 


Confronted by the world-wide problems of racism, 
poverty, war and the struggle of many people for 
liberation, the theologians asked what should 
govern the Church's effort to translate faith 
into action for the salvation of mankind. A 
working group was directed to seek answers to 
this question over the next three years, toge- 
ther with the relation of the Church to other 
religions. 


The presence of African, Latin American and Asi- 
an theologians broadened the scope of the tradi- 
tionally European-oriented commission. The 
changing concerns of the churches were also re- 
flected in the commission's finding that unity 
was needed both by Christians among themselves 
and as an expression of their solidarity with 
all human beings. 


However, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general 
secretary, warned that social and political ac- 
tion by the churches without "sufficient theo- 
logical reflection leads to frustration, and 
academic theology which does not give light and 
stimulus for action leads to futility". 


Picking up on a suggestion made by the Uppsala 
Assembly, the theologians discussed the concept 
of "conciliarity" as a form of common life pro- 
visionally expressed in the World Council of 
Churches and the proposal that the member chur- 
ches should work towards a "genuinely universal 
council", 


"The central fact in true conciliarity", they 
said, "is the active presence and work of the 
Holy Spirit". The marks of a great council in 
the early church were that its decisions were 
accepted by the Church as fully authoritative 
and it had or led to full eucharistic fellow- 
ship. Louvain showed, however, that the unity 
of the Church must provide room both for wide 
variety of forms and for differences and even 
conflicts. 


During the next three years a working group 
will see how Christians can express together 
what they have discovered to be the "good news", 
Three other study topics are the relation of the 
Church to mankind; Church unity and union of 
churches; and the worshipping Church. 


Meanwhile in Geneva Dr, Blake responded to the 
intensified Irish conflict by cabling WCC mem- 
ber churches there an offer of "any ecumenical 
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reconciling and peace-making effort that you 
consider constructive and possible". 


The WCC general secretary also cabled President 
Yahya Khan of Pakistan his deep concern over 

the closed military trial of Sheikh Mujibur Rah- 
man, leader of the Awami League. He said such a 
trial at this time is likely to increase animos- 
ity, suspicion and human suffering, and he asked 
President Khan to use his authority for reconcil- 
iation. 


With regard to the 7.5 million refugees from 
East Pakistan who have poured into India in the 
past four and a half months, a recent report 
shows that CASA, the relief arm of the National 
Christian Council of India, is providing milk 
for 100,000 children and nursing and expectant 
mothers at 55 centres. Since CASA began emer- 
gency operations on April 20 it has given milk 
to 6 million people, innoculated 306,000 against 
cholera, treated 390,000 patients and clothed 
26,000 people. Shelter has been given to 5,000 
and straw mats to 30,000. Church agencies have 
already supplied $2,384,195 towards the $4 mil- 
lion appeal launched by the World Council of 
Churches in June. 


Ecumenical concerns were also in the forefront 
of the World Methodist Conference which drew 
2,500 delegates from 87 countries to Denver, 
Colorado (USA) last month. There Dr. Philip 
Potter of the World Council of Churches" staff 
said the time had come for Methodists to re- 
think their whole life and structure if they 
wanted to be an effective instrument for evan- 
gelism. According to the WCC's top mission ex- 
pert, the Uppsala Assembly asked churches to 
evaluate their evangelistic activities by wheth- 
er they place the Church alongside the poor, 
the defenceless, the forgotten, the bored; 
whether they allow Christians to enter the con- 
cerns of others to accept their issues and 
structures as vehicles of involvement. 


Methodist women heard Miss Pauline Webb of Lon- 
don and Miss Brigalia Bam of the WCC's Geneva 
staff lament the lack of women in leadership 
Capacities in church activities, specifically 
in the World Council of Churches. 


The "demanding task of breaking down the bar- 
riers of race, denomination and sex is what the 
ecumenical movement is all about", said Miss 
Webb, director of lay training for the British 
Methodist Conference and vice-chairman of the 
WCC Central Committee. She pointed out that 
only seven out of 120 CC members are women and 
only 53 of the 696 committee posts are held by 
women. 


Miss Bam, a South African, bemoaned the fact 

that "many nations refuse to tap the full re- 

serves of feminine talent because of prejudice’. 
- (more) 
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The World Fellowship of Orthodox Youth known as 
"Syndesmos" at its recent general assembly in 
Brookline, Massachusetts (USA) questioned wheth- 
er recent restructuring of the World Council of 
Churches truly served the original purpose of re- 
conciling and unifying all Christians. It also 
asked for more representation of Orthodox on the 
Council's staff and in its conferences. New mem- 
bers received by Syndesmos were Orthodox youth 
movements in Egypt, Jordan, France, Argentina 
and the USA. 


African women expressed an eagerness to help 
solve some of the social and political problems 
of their countries when they gathered at Lomé, 
Togo for a seminar sponsored by the WCC and the 
All Africa Conference of Churches. Two major 
concerns were the possible effects of education 
and the conflict between modern and traditional 
African customs. They looked to Christianity 
for guidance on what to preserve in their Afri- 
can heritage. 


Farther south on the African continent the Ang- 
lican Bishop of Damaraland, the Rt. Rev. Colin 
O'Brien Winter, commended the courage of two 
South-West African Lutheran church leaders whose 
pastoral letter sharply criticised South Africa's 
apartheid policies (EPS No. 20). Bishop Leonard 
Auala of the Ovambokavango Church and the Rev. 
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Paulus Gosaweb of the Evangelical Church in 
South-West Africa had also sent a letter to 
Prime Minister B.J. Vorster detailing human 
rights violations. 


In a 700-word statement titled "A Time to Lis- 
ten'', Bishop Winter said the two letters con- 
firmed that ''the overwhelming majority of blacks 
in this land totally reject apartheid ....they 
are telling me their people are not free, they 
yearn for freedom....'' Bishop Winter said he 
knew the two Lutherans to be "men of integrity" 
and he stood with them in their views. 


Meanwhile in London Amesty International, a 
non-governmental organisation active in the hu- 
man rights field, has adopted Father Cosmas Des- 
mond, a South African Roman Catholic priest un- 
der house arrest, as one of their ''prisoners.of 
conscience''. Amnesty said it would appeal to 
the South African embassy in London and seek 
support for Father Desmond within South Africa. 


An editorial in South African Outlook published 
in Mowbray, Cape Province commenting on the ban- 
ning of Fr. Desmond said, ‘There is no excuse 
whatsoever for this scandalous abuse of power. 
Has Afrikaner Nationalism so hardened its heart 
that there is nobody left within its folds who 
cares for truth, for the rule of law or for the 
work of the Church?" ap. 


Periscope 


Moravians Disagree with Barbados Statement 


The Regional Conference of Moravian Churches in the Caribbean area has expressed agreement with the 'Dec- 
laration of Barbados" protesting against all forms of injustice to the Amerindian people. The conference 
also confessed that the mission of the Christian Church has at times been more subservient to other mas- 
ters than to Christ but reaffirmed its conviction that the Christian mission is not based on the process 
of colonization. It called the general condemnation of all missionary work among the Indians of Latin 
America "unfair''.. The Barbados Declaration was issued by anthropologists and sociologists who attended 
a symposium on Inter-Ethnic Conflict in South America sponsored by the University of Bern and the Pro- 


gramme to Combat Racism of the World Council of Churches. 


They've Set the Date 


The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have called a special session of the General Synod of the Church 
of England for May 3, 1972 to consider whether to enter into full communion with the Churches of North 
India and Pakistan and to approve the 1968 Scheme of Unity with the Methodist Church in England. Both 


matters have gone to the dioceses for reply by March 15. 


De-centralizing Refugee Decisions 


African churches have been encouraged to employ qualified people at local level to counsel with individ- 
ual refugees on the type of education they need to become self-supporting. A five-day refugee consulta- 
tion held at Limuru Conference Centre near Nairobi also recommended that the All Africa Conference of 
Churches create a Projects Committee to assess all refugee projects submitted by local churches . | Some 
51 delegates from 22 countries took these steps to get local churches to assume more responsibility for 


refugees in Africa, 
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On_ Iran's 2,500 Birthday 


The 252 member churches of the World Council of Churches are asked to offer special prayers on October 
10 or 17 for the Christian churches of Iran (THIS MONTH, August issue) which will join in celebrating 
the 2,500th anniversary of their coumtry, once the Persian Empire. Although a minority in this predomi- 
nantly Ifuslim country, Christians plan ecumenical services, lectures and films as their contributions to 
the anniversary festivities. 


Latin American Lutherans to Regionalize 


Representatives of 30 Lutheran churches in Latin America decided to seek greater cooperation through 
four regional committees rather than form a single Latin American Lutheran Council as proposed in 1965. 
The groupings will be: Brazil, the ‘Southern Cone" (Argentina, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay), the Andes 
and the Caribbean. Delegates to the Fifth L.A. Lutheran Congress in Jose C. Paz, Argentina also approv- 
ed a plan for regional development of Christian literature. Material will be published in Spanish and 
Portuguese in three regions. 


Religious Liberty in Portugal 


Non-Catholics in Portugal will henceforth be protected from discrimination in employment and their child- 
ren Can secure exemption from Catholic instruction in public schools under a new law passed by the Por- 
tuguese Assembly. To obtain protection a denomination must prove it has at least 500 adherents. 


Scholarships to Bossey 


The World Federation of Methodist Women will continue to provide scholarships for women to attend the 
WCC's Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies at Chateau de Bossey near Geneva. In the past five years 
such scholarships have gone to a Greek Orthodox woman pharmacist, a Presbyterian educator from Guatemala 
and a Methodist minister from New Zealand. The Women's Federation, meeting in Denver, Colorado, encour- 
aged Methodist women's groups around the world to inform themselves about the World Council of Churches 
and support its programmes. 


People in the News 


The Rev. John Meyendorff, 45, professor of Patristics at St. Vladimir's Orthodox Seminary outside New 
York City, has been elected chairman of the Faith and Order Cormission for the next three years. The 
Orthodox theologian also teaches Byzantine history at Fordham University (Roman Catholic) and lectures 
on Orthodox theology at Union Theological Seminary. Vice-chairmen of the Faith and Order Commission 
are the Rev. John Gatu, Kenya; Miss Christian Iloward, England; Dom Emmanuel Lanne, Roman Catholic, 
France; and Prof. Emerito Nacpil, Philippines. 


The Rev. Toshihiro (Tom) Takami, 40, minister of the United Church of Christ in Japan and director of 
the Rural Training Centre at Tsurukawa, will set up a Village Development Centre in East Pakistan to 
train village leaders in development. He will be using experience gained at Kaligram south of Dacca 
following last year's disastrous cyclone. His support is provided by the National Christian Council of 
Japan channeled via the World Council of Churches. 


The Rev. R.W. Habelgaarn, 51, a Moravian minister and the newly elected president of the South African 
Council of Churches, said that he wanted to win the cooperation of the Dutch Reformed Churches during 
his year in office. Superintendent of the Moravian Church in the Western Cape and president of the 
Federation of Evangelical Churches in Southern Africa, Mr. Habelgaarn was pleased at the admission of 
the African Independent Church Association into the Council of Churches. 


Archbishop Emeritus Jaan Kiivit of the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church died August 3 at the age of 
65 after a lingering illness. Due to poor health he retired four years ago after leading the church 
for 18 years. 


The Rt. Rev. Angus Dun, Episcopal Bishop of Washington, D.C. from 1944 to 1962, died August 12 at age 
79, He chaired one of the three theological commissions which prepared the Second Faith and Order Con- 
ference in 1937; at the World Council's Evanston Assembly he helped to obtain agreement on a statement 
on proselytism. Three years later he chaired the Oberlin Faith and Order Conference. 


Dr. William Richard Tolbert, immediate past president of the Baptist World Alliance, has become President 
of Liberia succeeding the late William Tubman. Dr. Tolbert presided over the BWA Congress in Tokyo in 
1970. 


Mr. A.C.Dharmaraj has assumed his duties as the first general secretary of the Church of North India and 
will move his office to Bombay October 1. He has been a secretary of the National Christian Council of 
India. 
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The Rev. Dr. Daily Resende Franca, moderator of the Independent Presbyterian Church of Brazil, was kil- 
led in a motor accident on June 26. A member of the Executive Cormittee of the World Alliance of Re- 
formed Churches, Dr. Franca was president of the Alliance of Presbyterian and Reformed Churches in La- 
tin America, vice-president of the Evangelical Union of Latin America, and taught in the Independent 
ee ie Theological Faculty in Sao Paulo. The Rev. J.E. Pereira, vice-moderator of the church, was 
also killed. 


Prof. C. Penrose St. Amant, professor at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky 
(USA), was elected president of the Baptist Seminary at Ruschlikon, Switzerland. He was guest professor 
of church history there in 1970-71, 


Mrs. Athena Athanassiou was re-elected to another four-year term as president of the World YWCA at the 

recent Council meeting in Accra, Ghana. Named as vice-presidents are Miss Jean Ballard (New Zealand), 

Mrs. Delphina Vanderpuye (Ghana), lirs. Violet Coomarasamy (Malaysia), the Countess of Eglinton and Win- 
ton (UK), Mrs. Mildred Jones (USA) 3 treasurer is Mrs. Albertine de Saussure (Switzerland). 


Christians and the Common Market 


The long-range effects of Britain's entry into the Common Market are discussed in a new pamphlet entitled 
"Britain and the Common Market--A Christian View" published by the Department of International Affairs of 
the British Council of Churches and the Conference of British Missionary Societies. Meanwhile the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, predicts such a step would bring increased contacts with Pro- 
testant and Roman Catholic churches on the continent, and Christian influence could "help prevent a unit- 
ed Europe from being introverted and selfish". 


India Rejects Anti-Conversion Bill 


The Indian Parliament has vetoed an anti-conversion bill similar to one passed in the states of Orissa 
and Madhya Pradesh. The Lower ilouse rejected the "Prevention of Conversion Bill" introduced by Mr. Ja- 
ganatirao Joshi, leader of the Jan Sangh Dane tyes 


Report from Sudan 


The number of Christians among the 5,000,000 people in southern Sudan is growing more rapidly than any- 
where else in Africa, according to Canon John Taylor, general secretary of the Church Missionary Society 
(Anglican). One clergyman in Equatoria, a southern province, reported baptising more than 10,000 nenbers 
of the Moru tribe. In a radio interview Taylor said it was wrong to describe the strife in Sudan as a 
religious war. He likened the massacre last year of 50 out of a congregation of 60 at a village church 
to a My Lai, "one of those blind atrocities that soldiers of any race can commit when reason breaks down''. 


Lithuanian Church Suffers Drop 

The Lutheran Church in Lithuania is now dow to 27 parishes with 20,000 members from a high point of 
200,000 adherents in 100 parishes during the period between the two world wars. A large portion of the 
German and Polish people in Lithuania were "resettled" during the war, according to Jonas Kalvanas, the 
church's spiritual leader. 


Quakers Back UN Volunteers 


The Friends World Committee for Consultation has given $3,000 to the UN Volunteers Progranme so that per- 
sons from developing countries may be able to participate. Responding to requests from developing coun- 
tries, the new programme recruits volunteers to work in UN-backed projects. 


Justice for Political Prisoners 


The Indonesian Council of Churches has received government assurance that it can send representatives to 
inspect the conditions under which political prisoners are detained on the island of Buru. The Council 
has called for a review of government policy on political prisoners, pointing out that most have been 

held without trial since 1965. Reconsideration of their cases and the release of the innocent is a mat- 
ter of justice and humanity, the Council said. Of the nearly 80,000 political prisoners one-eighth are 


on Buru east of Indonesia. 


Pre-Council Orthodox Conference Next Year? 


At its first session in Chambésy near Geneva the Orthodox Commission charged to prepare the long-awaited 
Pan-Orthodox Council proposed holding a pre-Council conference in the early part of July 1972. Represen- 
tatives of almost all the Orthodox churches meeting in Chambésy under the chairmanship of Metropolitan 
Chrysostom of Myra also unanimously requested the Ecumenical Patriarch to entrust this conference with 
revision of the themes proposed for the Council agenda. The Commission would meet immediately prior to 
the pre-Council conference. 
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Dutch Withdraw from CPC 


The Dutch section of the Christian Peace Conference (CPC) unanimously agreed to withdraw from the con- 
ference, A statement explaining this decision said that all trace of democratic procedures had disap- 
peared from the CPC since the invasion of Czechoslovakia and the dismissal of Dr. Jaroslav Ondra as 
general secretary and the subsequent resignation of Prof. Josef Hromadka as president. At the same time 
the Netherlands section requested its members not to break off dialogue with Christians in Eastern Eu- 
rope. A few weeks earlier leading members of the Italian committee, including the Rev. Giorgio Girardet, 
editor of the Protestant weekly Nuovi Tempi, announced their withdrawal from the CPC. Only the three 
Methodists on the Italian committee maintain contact with the CPC general secretariat in Prague. 


Taizé Representative in Rome 

According to the Vatican Press Office, the Taizé Commmity (Protestant) will have a permanent represen- 
tative at the Holy See as the result of a decision taken when Jan Cardinal Willebrands, president of 
the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, visited the French order recently. 


Jesuits Pledge Support for Ecumenism 


The Society of Jesus desires to conmit itself even more fully to the service of the ecumenical movement, 
according to its general, Pedro Arrupe. At the Fourth World Congress of Jesuit Ecumenists in Dublin 
August 16-20 he proposed a programme designed to win Catholic youth especially to the ecumenical idea, 
including the teaching of ecumenism at theological seminaries. For, said Father Arrupe, commitment to 
the ecumenical idea can no longer be left to the individual but must become the concer of the whole 
Jesuit Order. 


Photo Oikoumene 


Africa, Latin America, Europe and the USA were the scene of a number of ecumenical conferences during 
the past three months, touching on such varied subjects as women's role in Church and Society, genetics 
and ecology, Faith and Order questions, secular and Christian education, and Lutheran unity. Herewith 
pictures of these events plus programmes in Italy and Madagascar. 


Opposite Page: (928-930) Women from 14 African countries attending seminar at Lomé, Togo were concerned 
about negative effects of education and age-old customs that degrade women (see news round-up). (931- 
932) International youth village of "Agape" in northwest Italy was built by work campers from 50 countries 
and now serves as conference centre (see page 4). (933-934) The Rev. Rakoto Andrianarijaona, a Lutheran, 
is president of Malagasy Christian Council which meets in mid-September. Scene from an earlier assembly 
shows the Rev. James Lawson of AACC talking with delegates. (935-936) leading figures at recent General 
Assembly of "'Syndesmos"', the World Fellowship of Orthodox Youth, held in Brookline, Massachusetts were 
Albert Laham (left), president, and Archbishop Iakovos, head of the Greek Orthodox Church in North and 
South America. Sessions were held in the gymasium of Hellenic College (see news round-up). 


Back Page: (937-938) The Hon. Charles Malik, former president of the UN General Assembly and Lebanese 
ambassador to the UN, presides over World Assembly of Christian Education in Lima, Peru. Protestant, 
Roman Catholic and Orthodox participants came from 77 countries (see page 6). (939) Representatives of 
30 Latin American Lutheran churches who met in Jose C. Paz near Buenos Aires agreed to seek greater co- 
operation through several regional groups. Convenor of the meeting was the Rev. Juan Cobrda (right) 
shown with Auxiliary Bishop Ernesto Segura who represented Antonio Cardinal Caggiano, Catholic Archbish- 
op of Buenos Aires. 


The Church and Society Working Committee meeting at Nemi, Italy approved several studies on the social 
responsibility of scientists and another on violence and nonviolence. (940) Left to right: Prof. 
Charles C, West, U.S. theologian; Mgr. Joseph Gremillion, secretary, Pontifical Commission Justice and 
Peace; Prof. Bentley Glass, former president, American Association for the Advancement of Science; Dr. 
Denys Munby, UK economist. (941) Prof. Jérgen Randers, Norwegian environmental expert teaching in USA, 
lectured on ethical choices in a technological age. (942) Rev. James Lawson (left), U.S. civil rights 
leader, chaired working group outlining two-year programme of research and commmication on violence/ 
nonviolence (see page 8). 


Some 135 theologians of the Faith and Order Commission urged WCC to press its member churches to work 
towards visible unity when they met at Louvain, Belgium August 3-12. (943) Dr. Lukas Vischer, director 
of Faith and Order Secretariat, with Church of South Indian Bishop Lesslie Newbigin. (944) The Rev. 
John Meyendorff (centre) of USA, newly elected chairman of the Faith and Order Commission, with the Rev. 
Adeolu Adegbola, Nigerian theologian (left) and Prof. J.Robert Nelson of USA, chairman of the Working 
Commit tee. 
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FOUR-YEAR EVANGELISM EMPHASIS 

VOTED BY WORLD METHODIST MEET 

Denver, Colorado (EPS) - A four-year emphasis on evangelism, set in an ecu- 
menical context wherever possible, was adopted by the World Methodist Council 


and referred to the 55 member churches for ratification and implementation. 


"Every effort shall be made to work in concert and in cooperation witl other 
communions and churches", said the resolution. However, it added, "the human 
need is so urgent and the divine compulsion so great that Methodists must 


respond immediately". 


The timetable proposed by the council's Committee on Evangelism was as fol- 
lows: 1971-73--period of decision by the member churches; 1974--a world 


Methodist congress on evangelism; 1975--launching of major effort. 


The Rev. Alex Boraine, president-elect of the Methodist Church of South Africa, 
supported the plan but warned that evangelism, narrowly conceived, has some- 
times led to a "prostitution" of evangelism when social justice, "the neigh- 
bour" dimension, is lost. An effort led by Dr. Anwar Barkat of Pakistan to 
include a provision for joining with men of all faiths and ideologies to 


overcome problems of dehumanization was defeated. 


Approved by an overwhelming vote after a two-hour debate, the programme is to 
"emphasize the reality of and necessity for the inward personal experience of 
God in Christ through the Holy Spirit and the necessity to fashion a just 
social order in which all people especially those who hitherto have been de- 


prived may live a truly human existence". 


Dr. John Deschner, professor at Perkins School of Theology in Dallas, Texas, 
spoke of the strength of the church as its unity, catholicity, holiness and 


apostolicity. 


"The test of church unity is not merely where Methodists meet Methodists", he 
said, "but where young turk meets elder statesman, where black separatist 
meets denominational executive, where American Methodist meets Russian Ortho- 


dox, where believer meets non-believer. Unity is for the unlike", he said. 


"Our condition as divided churches is not that of young people courting each 
other", he said,"'but of married people pretending they are not married. We 
are one church, we always have been: we are foolish to live as though God 


Her 
had not joined us together". EPS 
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WARC EXECUTIVE BODY APPLAUDS 

TALKS ON TWO FRONTS 

Geneva (EPS) - Talks with Roman Catholics on mixed marriage and with Lutherans 
on pulpit and table fellowship were approved by the Executive Committee of the 


World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC). 


During its annual meeting August 25-31 at Cartigny near here, the committee 
voiced its pleasure that a joint committee of Reformed, Lutherans and Roman 
Catholics would hold a first meeting November 22-27 to discuss the theology 
of marriage as well as problems of mixed marriage. It appointed as Reformed 
participants Dr. Rachel Henderlite of Austin, Texas (USA), Prof. Daniel Vidal 
of Madrid and Dr. Rudolf Ehrlich of Edinburgh, Scotland. 


The committee gave its blessing to discussions among European Reformed, Luth- 
eran and United churches of an agreement (concordia) establishing full pulpit 
and table fellowship. Simultaneously fresh conversations are being opened 


between Lutheran and Reformed churches in Canada and the USA along these lines. 


The committee decided to designate several priority areas for church relation- 
ships. It asked its members and the staff to carry out visitation programmes 

and consider seminars to encourage church-to-church relationships. For 1971- 

72 the committee gave priority to contacts with member churches in southern 


Africa on their Christian witness in a segregated society. 


In other actions the executive body agreed: 

--to ask the 130 member churches to increase their financial contributions 
by 33% to offset anticipated reduced income through devaluation and to 
build up a fund to cover the centenary assembly in 1977; 

--to reduce the Reformed Press Service from a monthly to a bi-monthly and 
participate in an integrated Ecumenical Press Service THIS MONTH; 

--to seek ways of encouraging theological activity among member churches 
in Asia, Africa and Latin America, possibly by organizing consultations 
in connection with future Executive Committee meetings; 

--to coordinate studies with the Lutheran World Federation; 

--to admit to membership four churches: the Church of North India, the 
Lesotho Evangelical Church, the Hong Kong Council of the Church of Christ 


in China and the Swedish Mission Covenant Church. 


The Executive Committee was chaired by Dr. William P. Thomson of Philadelphia, 


Pennsylvania, stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA. EPS 
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WORLD YWCA COUNCIL PLEDGES 

"EDUCATION FOR CHANGE" 

Accra, Ghana (EPS) - The first World YWCA Council Meeting ever held on the 
African Continent, drawing more participants than former councils and a lar- 
ger number of younger members, set "Education for Social Change" as the pro- 


gramme emphasis for the next four years. 


Some 450 women from 70 countries had been challenged by the Rev. Dr. Alan A. 
Brash of the World Council of Churches to continue ministering to individual 
needs but also to seek to change the economic and social situation that pro- 


duces physical and mental impoverishment. 


Speaking on the subject "Involved in Being Christian", Dr. Brash asked: "Are 
you going to be satisfied forever just to pick up the victims of injustice 
and never try to change anything?" He said working for change involved be- 
coming "sophisticated about the use of democratic power" and educating people 


to use their power to press for change. 


The YWCA Council recommended that national associations restudy what is in- 
volved in being a Christian movement today, taking a fresh look at their 
programme, membership policies and leadership. Specific areas for study were 
human environment, peace and disarmament, vocational training and work with 


refugees and migrants. 


It was recommended that all Executive Committee members be under 55 years of 
age on their election and serve no more than two four-year terms. To make 
room for additional representation of Asia and Africa, this council meeting 
elected one less member from Europe and North America to the 20-member com- 


mittee. 


The overcoming of racism was also given top priority by the delegates. Here 
too associations were asked to see to what extent racial discrimination exists 
in their own organizations, to face the situation in their own country and to 


take action "by any means" to combat racism. 


Dr. Roy Neehall, a Trinidadian serving on the Committee for Society, Develop- 
ment and Peace (SODEPAX), criticised traditional schooling and said the answer 
to the world's ills was not "more and more of the same thing for more and more 


people". 


He asked the YWCA to invest its resources in helping the marginal people in 


each society liberate themselves from the forces that oppress them. This 
(more) 
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requires, he said, "an openness to any experiment, innovation or change in 
education that could serve awareness-building or new consciousness among the 
masses". Living in today's world and that of tomorrow should be the raison 
d'étre for all formulations of education. Formal schooling may be a com- 
ponent of education but it will be a tool rather than the final expression 
See alee EPS 


MASSIVE UN FAMINE RELIEF PROGRAMME 
FOR EAST PAKISTAN ASKED IN TORONTO 
Toronto, Canada (EPS) - No lasting political solution to the Pakistan conflict 
can be obtained without the democratic consent of the people of East Pakistan, 


and only such a solution will bring an end to the killing. 


This view was expressed in the "Toronto Declaration of Concern" drawn up by 
political scientists, diplomats and churchmen who attended an international 


conference here recently. 


Alarmed by the "spectre of famine" threatening those who remain in East Paki- 
stan, the participants said: "Food must be supplied from outside and distri- 
buted directly to rural areas on a neutral basis under the supervision of a 


greatly augmented UN staff". 


The Toronto Declaration urged all governments "to channel all possible resour- 
ces into a massive emergency programme for famine relief in East Pakistan" 
under UN auspices, to make firm commitments to share fairly the economic bur- 
den imposed on India as she cares for 7.5 million refugees, and to intervene 


to save the life of Sheik Mujibur Rahman. 


Signing the declaration were Chester Bowles and J. Kenneth Galbraith, former 
U.S. ambassadors to India; Mr. Hugh Keenleyside, former Canadian Ambassador 
to Indonesia; Mrs. Judith Hart, British Member of Parliament; and Mr. Niall 
MacDermot, secretary general of the International Commission of Jurists. 
Church officials included Archbishop Edward Scott, Primate of the Anglican 
Church of Canada; the Rev. Ernest E. Long, secretary of the General Council, 
United Church of Canada; the Rev. Eion MacKay, Canadian Council of Churches; 


and the Rev. Edward Johnson, Presbyterian Church. 


In its emphasis on the right of refugees to return home and live in security, 
as well as its humanitarian concerns, the Toronto statement echoed many of 


the concerns expressed in July by the Commission of the Churches on Interna- 


tional Affairs of the WCC. In August Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general 
(more) 
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secretary, objected to the secret military trial of Sheik Rahman and urged 
Pakistan's President Yahya Khan to use his authority to bring about recon- 
ciliation (THIS MONTH, September). 08 


CHURCHES WORK AMONG PAKISTAN REFUGEES 


Calcutta (EPS) - Of the 7.5 million refugees who have poured into India from 
East Pakistan, at least 2 million lack adequate shelter or any form of shel- 
ter at all. About 90% of those living in camps are without adequate clothing 


with winter only a month away. 


In a recent report to the World Council of Churches, CASA, the relief arm of 
the National Christian Council of India, said voluntary agencies from abroad 
and foreign governments have air-lifted large quantities of roofing material 
for shelters. Christian Aid in Britain and Bread for the World in West Ger- 
many provided funds with which CASA purchased locally manufactured tarfelt 
to give shelter to 75,000 refugees at Gambarbani transit camp in Bankura 
District, for 200,000 evacuees at Salboni in Midnapore District and 10,000 
at Iradatganj in Allahabad District. A large number of tarpaulins were also 


provided. 


P.C. Joseph, CASA's area representative, says: "Malnutrition among children 
must be tackled on a war-time basis to avoid human crisis". A large amount 
of nutritious food, especially baby food, is needed to give calories and 


protein. 


With funds provided by the churches, CASA has purchased 25,000 dhoties, 25,000 
sarees and 50,000 children's garments for distribution in the camps. But in 
terms of total clothing needs, "our supply is only a drop in the ocean", says 


Mr. Joseph. 


Today 24 doctors and an equal number of para-medical workers are treating 
4,000 patients a day in West Bengal and Meghalaya. Two field hospitals are 
in operation and two more are being set up in areas of heavy refugee concen- 


tration. 


CASA also runs several schools in which refugee teachers instruct nearly 

600 pupils, mostly children under 10 years. At the present rate, the number 
of refugees will pass 12 million by the end of the year. As the CASA report 
points out, the Indian Government does not contemplate permanent integration 


and rehabilitation of these refugees on Indian soil. The situation therefore 
(more) 
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continues to be an emergency for India, as well as for the international or- 
ganizations and voluntary agencies involved. EPS 


RHODESIANS CHARGE POLICE 

PAY CHURCH INFORMERS 

Salisbury (EPS) - Two Methodist Church leaders in Rhodesia have accused the 
security police of paying African informers to attend church services and 


report preachers' criticisms of the government. 


The Rev. Thomas Curtis, superintendent of the United Methodist Church, said 
last month that he had evidence of covert police surveillance of Rhodesian 
pulpits. Several Africans had admitted, he said, being paid by the police 

to attend services and make notes of "controversial" sermons. He added that 
Methodist Bishop Abel Muzorewa was restricted last year from visiting African 


tribal trust lands "as a result of what he said in the pulpit". 


The Rev. Michael Appleyard of the Salisbury District of the Methodist Church 
of the United Kingdom said the presence of uninvited plain-clothes policemen 
at church meetings and services "ready to report any thought or feeling which 
runs counter to the policies of the political party in power" was an unwelcome 
recent development. 


EPS 


SOUTH-WEST AFRICAN LUTHERANS 
MEET PRIME MINISTER VORSTER 


Capetown (EPS) - Two black Lutheran church leaders of South-West Africa held 
a historic meeting with South African Prime Minister John Vorster on August 


18 but the outcome appears to have been a stalemate. 


A communique issued by Bishop Leonard Auala and the Rev. Paulus Gowaseb said 
that in the conversation they stressed their conviction that the unity an- 
nounced in the Gospel and preached by the churches "should be of more conse- 
quence than differences of race and colour". They also said apartheid was 


no solution to South-West Africa's racial problems since it deprived blacks 


of their human rights. 


Mr. Vorster, the communique said, "illustrated in great detail" the policy 
of separate development, emphasising its "worthiness" and his intention to 


carry it out despite objections from the churchmen. 


The meeting with the Prime Minister was requested by the leaders of the 


Ovambokavango Church and the Evangelical Church in South-West Africa in an 
(more) 
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open letter (EPS No. 20). It was subsequently supported by Anglican Bishop 
Colin O'Brien Winter of Damaraland and Roman Catholic priests in Windhoek 


and Keelmanshoop. 


Meanwhile Dr. J.D. Vorster, brother of the Prime Minister and moderator of 
the Dutch Reformed Church here, bitterly attacked the open letter signed by 
45 churchmen and published in Pro Veritate of July 19 comparing apartheid 
with certain aspects of Nazism. Denying there were any parallels, Dr. Vor- 
ster said the authors represented a "liberal leftist element" and had made 


only scant reference to the Bible. 


Other South African developments included the following: 

--Father Wilfred Jackson, a Roman Catholic priest helping Africans in a re- 
settlement area near Dundee, was denied a permanent residence permit by 
the government. 

--the Christian Institute of South Africa held a "Walk of Compassion" in Mow- 
bray to raise funds for rural development in resettlement camps. It was 
part of the "Week of Compassion" sponsored by the Inter-Church Aid Depart- 
ment of the South African Council of Churches to aid self-help projects in 
rural areas. 

--Dr. Piet Koornhof, deputy minister of Bantu administration, expressed "sur- 
prise" at the misery he found in touring resettlement areas, whereupon the 
Sunday Times of Capetown said editorially that people would have known what 
the camps were like if they had read and believed Father Cosmas Desmond's 
book The Discarded People issued in 1970. Instead, said the paper, the 
government banned him and placed him under house arrest. "Perhaps they 
will have the grace now to lift these orders", said the paper. 


EPS 


KYODAN LEADER TO CONSULT DISTRICT 

CHIEFS ON PLANS FOR ASSEMBLY 

Tokyo (EPS) - In an effort to reach agreement on plans for the General Assembly 
of the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan), which had to be postponed in 
1970, Moderator Mitsuho Yoshida has asked moderators of the 16 districts to 


meet with him on September 7. 


A spirit of confrontation has prevailed in the Kyodan since 1968 when the 
General Assembly supported participation in the Christian Pavilion at Expo '70. 
Young pastors, seminary students and laymen objected that this was inconsis- 


tent with the church's Confession of War Responsibility (1967) inasmuch as it 
(more) 
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represented support for the banking-industrial-neo military group attempting 
to destroy the Japanese Constitution. Following postponement of the 1970 
General Assembly, these same groups made such demands on parliamentary church 
procedures that four of the 16 districts have been unable to meet to elect 
assembly delegates. 


Meanwhile a preparatory committee for the assembly, headed by the Rev. Kikaku 
Shimamura, has sent each district a questionnaire regarding options for assem- 
bly procedures. The inquiry covers timing of the election of officers, filling 
of vacant seats, holding of a conference before or after the assembly and as- 


sembly dates. EPS 


ORTHODOX MISSION STUDY 
CENTRE OPENS IN ATHENS 


Athens (EPS) - This fall the Theological Faculty of the University of Athens 
inaugurates the Orthodox Study Centre for Missionary Work. Attached to the 
Department for the Comparative Study of Religions, it offers a two-year 
course for priests and lay people who have finished academic studies or pro- 
fessional training (especially doctors, nurses and development workers). 


The centre realizes a plan initiated by Archbishop Hieronymos in 1967 to es- 
tablish on Greek soil a missionary training centre for the Orthodox churches. 
Directing the study centre is Prof. Anastasios Yannoulatos, who until late 
1970 was on the World Council of Churches' staff as’ secretary for research 
and relations with Orthodox churches in the Division of World Mission and 
Evangelism. 


Chief mission fields for the Orthodox are eastern and central Africa, Japan, 


South Korea and Central America. EPS 


GERMAN CHURCHMAN URGES MORE DEVELOPMENT AID 


Bielefeld, Germany (EPS) - Now that the United States has reduced its overseas 
aid by 10% because of the dollar crisis, other industrial nations must increase 
their aid immediately if the impressive promises of the Second Development 
Decade are to be realized, said Dr. Hans Thimme, president of the Evangelical 
Church of Westphalia. 


Specifically he urged the Federal German Government to make a more substantial 
contribution to development saying, "If we dodge this responsibility now, many 
people in the developing nations will become cynical. Then they will be temp- 


ted to seek a solution to their problems in violence". EPS 


ANSWER TO PRAYER! 


Apia, Western Samoa (EPS) - A Fellowship of Christian Churches in Samoa will 
be inaugurated September 12 as a direct result of prayers for Christian unity 
in which the Samoan churches joined last June. A Roman Catholic bishop will 
be the chairman with other offices filled by a Methodist and two Congregation- 
alists. Membership also includes the Anglican Church, and the Seventh Day 


Adventists will have an observer. EPS 
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EMBARGOED FOR: 1700 hours GMT 
Thursday, September 9, 1971 


WORLD COUNCIL MAKES FURTHER 

GRANTS TO COMBAT RACISM 

Geneva, September 9 (EPS) - The World Council of Churches today allocated a 
further US$ 200,000 for humanitarian purposes such as legal aid, and social, 
health and educational services of 17 organizations of oppressed racial groups 
that are actively engaged in combatting white racism. Seven organizations sup- 
porting victims of racial injustice were also among those allocated sums rang- 


ing from $2,500 to $25,000. 


The decision was taken at a scheduled meeting of the Council's 26-member Execu- 
tive Committee which is currently meeting in Sofia, Bulgaria. The announcement 


of the allocation was made through the Council's headquarters here. 


The allocation, made possible because of contributions received from churches, 
organizations and individuals, is the second since the WCC's 120-member policy- 
making Central Committee set up its Programme to Combat Racism in 1969. This 
programme included a special fund of at least $500,000 to be "distributed to 
organizations of oppressed racial groups or organizations supporting victims 

of racial injustice whose purposes are not inconsonant with the general pur- 


poses of the World Council...". 


Last year's allocation of the same amount by the Executive Committee raised ex- 
tensive discussion mainly in South Africa and Europe but was confirmed by the 


Central Committee when it met in Addis Ababa in January this year. 


The South-West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO), the Indigenist Associa- 
tion of Paraguay in the support of the Mak'a Indians, and the Free University 
for Black Studies in England were three of the 24 organizations allocated funds 
today. A broadly based national organization in the USA for the legal protec- 
tion of the civil rights of minorities, which is in the process of formation, 


is also to receive a grant. 


Southern Africa continues to be the main focal point of the World Council's 
assistance to combat racism. Nine organizations, some of which are exiled, 


connected with Rhodesia, South Africa, Mozambique, Angola and Guinée-Bissao 


received together $130,000. (more) 
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For the first time the World Council of Churches has allocated funds to North 
American organizations seeking justice and equity for Indians and Mexican 
farm workers. At the same time it has decided to support the Southern Elec- 
tion Fund which enables black candidates to run for local political offices 


in the South of the USA. 


Another allocation was made to an Eskimo organization in Canada concentrating 
on a communication and education programme among their people to resist indus- 
trial exploitation of their lands and to obtain compensation for diminishing 


income resulting from the disruption of their life and loss of territory. 


Organizations in the Latin American nations of Paraguay, Bolivia and Colombia 
that support the Indians' efforts to achieve greater economic freedom and pol- 
itical representation also received grants. In the Caribbean a programme to 
help young people and the general public to face seriously the problems of 


race, colour and class received support. 


The basic concept of the special fund is to assist in the process by which the 
racially oppressed and powerless people of the world are enabled to become 
powerful, to be self-reliant, and to determine for themselves the political 


and social system under which they want to live. 
The details of the allocations are: 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


African Independence Party of Guinea and Cape Verde 
Jedands€4PAiGC)amictee.in Jace . .. . « $25,000 


People's Movement for the Liberation of Angola 
(MPLA) ° e e ° e e e e e e ° e ° e ° e e e $25,000 


The Revolutionary Government of Angola in Exile 
(GRAE). ° . . ° ° . ° ° ° . ° . ° e . ° e $ 7,500 


National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
CURA Nae gee ante Lee tarts ieee ae et 15100 


Mozambique Institute of Frelimo...... $20,000 


South West African People's Organization (SWAPO) 
te, tle eer NSS, AER, 2$255000 


Luthuli Memorial Foundation (ANC)... . . $ 5,000 


Zimbabwe Liberation Movement, Rhodesia. . . $10,000 


$125,000 
Africa 2000 Project, Zambia ....... - $ 5,000 


$130,000 


(more) . 
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NORTH AMERICA 


United Farm Workers Organizing Committee 
© ARI—ChO. . ° ° e . ° ° ° ° ° ° e e e ° e $ 2,500 


Malcolm X Liberation University..... -. - § 7,500 
Southern Election Fund Inc.. . « » + «+.» $ 7,500 


Legal Protection of the Civil Rights of Minorities 
in the USA . . e ° . ° ° e ° ° e ° . ° ° e $ ch ,200 


Institute for the Development of Indian Law 
Carr ee ee Sd cies os anne wat ge 25 200 


Tnuite (eskimo). Tapirisat of Canada’... . 8 2,500 


$30,000 


LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN 


ASTA 


EUROPE 


The Indigenist Association of Paraguay . . . $ 2,500 


Bolivian Project in Aid of Indian Liberation 
° J e ° . e e e ° e e e e 4 e e ° e e e e e $12,500 


Committee for the Defence of the Indian in 
Ee TE eee ee Re Nee nrene a Bee rae 00) 


Christian Action for Development in the Eastern 
CatibOCanl tt au alae cee tien «(ser atieno 2.5000 


$25,000 


Legal Defence Committee in Japan .....-. $ 5,000 
Free University for Black Studies, UK. . . . $ 2,500 
Europe-Africa Research Project, UK. ... - $ 2,500 


French Anti-Apartheid Committee. .... . . $ 2,500 
Belgium Anti-Apartheid Committee ..... - $ 2,500 


$10,000 


EPS 
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EACC COMMITTEE VOTES TO AID 

EAST PAKISTAN, CHANGE NAME 

Singapore (EPS) nthe East Asia Christian Conference (EACC) has voted a 
three-pronged programme of aid to East Pakistan as an expression of its "dis- 
tress at the situation" within that country. Some 45 persons representing 82 
churches and Christian Councils in 16 countries attended the four-day meeting 


of the EACC Continuation Committee which closed here August 31. 


In response to a request from the East Pakistan Christian Council, the EACC 
agreed to send a person to help the council in its efforts to alleviate suf- 
fering. The East Pakistan churches had earlier requested the services of Dr. 
Muherman Harun, an Indonesian physician and TB specialist who recently com- 


pleted a term with Asian Christian Service in Laos. 


EACC authorized its inter-church aid secretary to arrange for the shipment of 
a "token" quantity of food at an opportune time signifying its concern over 
the impending food shortage in East Pakistan, and to assist in securing volun- 
teers for UN-related relief teams from among Asian churches if necessary. It 
is hoped that the new EPCC staff member can develop long-term plans on which 
international ecumenical action can be taken, such as aid to women and child- 


ren and educational opportunities for youth. 


In other actions the Continuation Committee: 

--changed the name of the EACC to "Christian Conference of Asia"; 

-~yoted to hold its fifth assembly at Singapore in June 1973; 

--merged all programme into three committees--Message and Communication; Jus- 
tice.and Service; Life and Action--staffed by seven full-time staff; 

--asked staff to negotiate with churches and mission agencies for a secretary 
for mission within EACC to arrange the exchange of missionaries both Asian 
and Western which would permit Asian churches to be completely responsible 
for how mission resources are used; 

--approved a conference enabling youth to draw upon the resources of Chrie> 
tian faith in relation to contemporary issues; 

--appointed a Roman Catholic, Dr. Eduardo Villegas, as consultant to the Jus- 
tice and Service Committee. The Filipino physician has been executive direc- 
tor of the Inter-Church Committee on Medical Care in the Philippines which 
coordinates the efforts of several Protestant and Roman Catholic medical 


BLOUPS+ Foe 
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CUTS IN OVERSEAS MISSION PERSONNEL 

PREDICTED BY TWO U.S. CHURCHES 

Collegeville, Pennsylvania (EPS) - Mission personnel of major U.S. Protestant 
denominations has decreased by about 10% or 1,000 persons during the past 
three years, according to Dr. David M. Stowe, top mission executive for the 


United Church Board for World Ministries. 


Meanwhile the fundamentalists and pentecostals increased their numbers at 


about the same rate as the mainline churches' decrease, he said. 


"Worldwide inflation and the deterioration of American economic power whittle 
away at the buying power of our mission dollar", said Dr. Stowe. "We shall 


have to rediscover the Christian graces of poverty and sacrifice". 


He was addressing some 50 missionaries on furlough at an annual conference 
sponsored by the United Church of Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), which have joint work in Latin America and India. The United Church of 
Christ now has 320 missionaries in the field and will have about 300 next year. 


The Disciples have 150 abroad. 


Meanwhile in New York another major denomination, the United Presbyterian 
Church, announced that the budget of its Commission on Ecumenical Mission and 
Relations (COEMAR) will drop from $14.7 million this year to $13.6 million in 
1972. Overseas personnel will be reduced by 220 over the next two years and 
the headquarters budget and staff will also be cut. Dr. Donald Black, general 
secretary of COEMAR, explained that 100 persons will leave through retirement 
or resignation and 120 will be re-located in other employment, most likely in 


EhesUino. 


Declining income from contributions had been made up in recent years by drawing 


on undesignated legacies. Such funds are now running out, Dr. Black said. EPS 


RELIEF FOR NORTHERN IRELAND 


Amsterdam (EPS) - Protestants and Roman Catholics here have opened a "solidarity 
fund" for the victims of the recent: outbreak of rioting in Northern Ireland. 

Money and clothing will be collected by various denominations. Sponsors of the 
drive have been in contact with church authorities in Belfast, who will oversee 


distribution of the offerings. EPS 
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CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE GROUPS 

AGREE TO MUTUAL EXCHANGE 

South Bend, Indiana (EPS) - Contacts will be encouraged between member chur- 
ches of the World Council of Churches and groups belonging to the Christian 


Family Movement as the result of a decision taken here recently. 


The 1971 Seminar on Family Life sponsored by the predominantly Roman Catholic 
Christian Family Movement of the U.S. and Canada was attended by the Rev. 
Leslie Clements of Geneva, who works in the area of family ministries for the 
WCC. During this meeting it was agreed that the goals of both groups were 
similar and that communication and cooperation should be explored. Each agreed 
to invite the other to conferences and training programmes at international, 


regional and national levels. 


Mr. Clements thereupon accepted an invitation to send representatives to a 
forthcoming conference of the International Confederation of Christian Family 


Movements in Dublin. EPS 


U.S. GROUP WITHDRAWS FROM PEACE CONFERENCE 


New York (EPS) - The U.S. Association for the Christian (Prague) Peace Confer- 
ence has broken off relations with the parent body and will not send any offi- 


cial delegates to the Fourth All-Christian Peace Assembly in late September. 


Dr. Charles West, chairman of the U.S. group and a professor at Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary, said the group will reorganise on a "more autonomous basis". 
It will broaden its efforts to cultivate contacts with Christians in Eastern 
and Western lands. A new name will be chosen at a meeting in New York in late 


September. 


Dr. West said U.S. members did not feel they could send official delegates to 
the assembly in Prague since it was arranged without any consultation with 
Western delegates. His organization protested the decision to call the assem- 
bly but Metropolitan Nikodim, chairman of CPC's Working Committee, was unwill- 


ing to compromise any plans made in the absence of the Westerners. }4. 
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ARGENTINE METHODISTS HIT 

ACTIONS OF MILITARY REGIME 

Buenos Aires (EPS) - The 150,000-member Evangelical Methodist Church of Ar- 
gentina has issued a "message to the nation" calling for the lifting of the 
state of siege imposed by Lt. Gen. Alejandro A. Lanusse, who came to power 
in a coup last April. It also called for an end to capital punishment and 


termination of arrests for political and organised labour activities. 


The Methodist Conference statement criticized the rising cost of living and 
the lack of government funds for education, health and cultural purposes. Bt 


charged that money intended for those purposes was used to buy weapons. 


The social ills of Argentina were traced in part to a capitalistic system that 
"contradicts the Christian spirit" and is "incapable of promoting social har- 


mony"'. EPS 


BETTER RELATIONS WITH CATHOLICS 
SOUGHT BY TWO U.K. GROUPS 


London (EPS) - Improved Protestant-Roman Catholic relations were the objective 
of two recent initiatives taken by British Baptists and a leading Congregation- 


alist. 


The Rev. John Huxtable, minister-secretary of the Congregational Church in Eng- 
land and Wales, writing in the Congregational Monthly for September, noted a 
"new openness on the part of Roman Catholics to be involved with their Protes- 


tant brethren locally". He said: 


"T plead that we deal with our Roman Catholic (and all other) separated breth- 
ren as they really are and not according to our bogey stereotype". While dif- 
ferences of conviction are "great", Mr. Huxtable said, "we must never underes- 


timate the forces at work within that church which raise explosive questions". 


In conversations at Coloma College of Education in Kent members of the unoffi- 
cial Baptist Renewal Group and Roman Catholic priests and laity from south 
London discussed the communion of saints, baptism, confirmation and Christ's 
priesthood in his church. They discovered that current misunderstandings and 
prejudices could often be traced to Reformation-age controversies and their 


perpetuation, often for untheological reasons, within the life of the churches. 
EPS 
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POLITICAL ACTION OF NORWEGIAN 

SEMINARIANS CAUSES COMMENT 

Stavenger, Norway (EPS) - Three students at the Norwegian Missionary Society 
Seminary are running for office in the municipal election September 20 on 
the joint ballot of the Communist Party and the Socialistisk Folkeparti, a 
leftist dissident group that broke away from the Socialist Democratic Party 
("Arbeiderpartiet") several years ago. The students made it clear they do 
not accept Marxist ideology but believe they can cooperate on practical so- 
cial concerns without compromising their Christian faith or their status as 


future missionaries. 


The board of the Norwegian Missionary Society at a special meeting in late 
August accepted the political involvement of the students as a personal mat- 
ter but said the action put them in a position of having to support ideas in 


conflict with Christian faith and understanding of life. 


"Tt is the duty of the Mission Society to see whether the students are fit 
for missionary service", said a statement signed by Erik 0. Hauge, chairman 
of the Missionary Society's board of directors; Magne Valen-Sendstad, its 


general secretary; and Haakon Haus, president of the seminary. EPS 


NO 40-HOUR WEEK FOR PASTORS‘ 


Ziirich, Switzerland (EPS) - Protestant ministers in the Canton of Ziirich spend 
almost as much time on administrative duties as on preaching, according to a 
survey conducted by the Institute of the Psychology of Work at the Federal 
Polytechnic School. The inquiry showed that pastors work 55 to 75 hours a 
week broken down as follows: preaching 19%, teaching 18%, counselling 162, 
organisation and administration 13%, interparish activity 10%, work with par- 
ish groups 9%, further training 7%, parish affairs 3%, local activity 12, mis- 
cellaneous 3%. A similar survey among Roman Catholic priests gave almost the 


same results. EPS 


LIFE IN JOHANNESBURG STUDIED 


Johannesburg (EPS) - Some 35 black theological students recently spent a week 

of their vacation at a seminar organized by the interdenominational Wilgespruit 
Fellowship Centre. During the day they studied conditions in the white district 
of Bryanston and in the African township of Soweto. In the evenings they dis- 


cussed their findings in the light of bapiealseheotopy ye. 
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NEXT WORLD COUNCIL ASSEMBLY 
SET FOR INDONESIA IN 1975 


Geneva (EPS) - Indonesia has been chosen as the site for the Fifth Assembly 


of the World Council of Churches to be held in 1975. The decision was taken 


by the Executive Committee during its meeting in Sofia last week. The announce- 


ment was made through the Council's headquarters here. 


The committee accepted an invitation from the World Council's 14 member chur- 

ches in Indonesia, some of which are among the fastest growing Christian chur- 
ches in the world. The invitation was conveyed by Executive Committee member 

General T.B. Simatupang, chairman of the National Council of Churches (NCC) in 
Indonesia. He said the government also welcomed the news that the World Coun- 
cil might meet there after Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, its general secretary, had 
discussed the matter during his visit to the country last April when he addres- 


sed the assembly of the NCC at Pematang-Siantar. 


The specific locale and dates for the assembly will be fixed at a later date. 
The size of the assembly will be determined by the 120-member Central Committee 


when it holds its next meeting August 13-23, 1972 in Utrecht, the Netherlands. 
EPS 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ACTS 

ON HUMAN RIGHTS, ENVIRONMENT 

Geneva (EPS) - Actions on human rights, global environment, dialogue with men 
of living faiths and ideologies, and studies on baptism and the Eucharist were 
taken by the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches at its meet- 


ing in Sofia September 5-9. 


(These actions were in addition to the allocation of a further US$ 200,000 to 


24 organizations combatting racism, which was reported in last week's EPS.) 


The 26-member Executive Committee met in Bulgaria as part of its policy of 

making direct contact with member churches in various parts of the world. In 
the three years since the Uppsala Assembly, the committee has convened in the 
United States, United Kingdom, Federal Republic of Germany and Ethiopia. Its 


next meeting is scheduled for New Zealand in February 1972. 


Responding to a request from the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs, the executive body called on all World Council member churches to 
urge their respective governments to set the 25th anniversary of the Universal 


Declaration of Human Rights (December 19, 1973) as the goal for ratification 
(more) 
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of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; and the optional pro- 


tocol to the latter. 


This action is needed, the Executive Committee said, because the various 
covenants on human rights have been ratified by only nine member states and 


no major nation. Therefore they cannot be put into force. 


Because the earth's physical resources are limited and severely threatened by 
the growing pollution of the environment, the Executive Committee authorized 
the Church and Society Department to appoint a panel of experts to help keep 
the churches informed on current environmental questions. The Executive Com- 
mittee approved a statement on these issues to be sent to the churches for 
their study, comment and action. They will also look into the arguments for 
a reduction of economic growth in the developed countries and the implications 


of their findings for social justice, especially on the international scale. 


The Committee learned that preparations are going forward on a booklet deal- 
ing with "Global Environment, Responsible Choice and Social Justice" drawing 


on the contributions of natural and social scientists and theologians. 


Dr. Philip Potter, director of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism 
(CWME), reported that a number of conferences and publications are planned by 
member churches on Dialogue With Men of Other Living Faiths, which was the 


main theme. of the last Central Committee meeting in Addis Ababa. 


Executive Committee members underlined the importance of involving people from 
areas where such dialogue is a daily and inevitable reality. They also stres- 
sed the relation between dialogue with other faiths and that with ideologies, 

since the renaissance of the great religions is directly influenced by the en- 


counter between traditional faith and emerging ideologies everywhere. 


Dr. Potter also reported preparations are being made for the CWME assembly set 
for December 1972 around the theme "Salvation Today". At this world conference 
on mission careful attention will be given to the way in which Christians in 


different cultural and social situations understand the term salvation. 


The Executive Committee recommended that the newly formed Church of North India 
be granted membership in the World Council of Churches; however, formal accep- 
tance is up to the Central Committee. If accepted, it would reduce the WCC's 
membership to 251 since two components of the Church of North India are already 


members: the United Church of Northern India and the Church of India, Pakistan, 
(more) 
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Burma and Ceylon. Other components of the new 570,000-member church formed 
in November 1970 are the Council of Baptist Churches in North India, the 
Church of the Brethren, Disciples of Christ, and Methodist Church of British 


and Australasian Conferences. 


After hearing a report on the Louvain meeting of the Faith and Order Commission 
which took place in August, the Executive Committee endorsed reports on baptism 
and the Eucharist and sent them to the churches for study, action and response. 
They showed a marked increase in agreement on these two sacraments has already 
been achieved. The statement on conciliarity following up the Uppsala sugges-— 
tion of working towards a "truly universal council" was warmly welcomed by the 
Executive Committee and will be studied during the next Central Committee meet- 
ing. In the next period one of the main tasks of Faith and Order will be the 


attempt to give common witness "to the hope that is within us". EPS 


NEW STAFF APPOINTMENTS 

APPROVED BY WCC EXECUTIVE 

Geneva (EPS) - The Executive Committee at its regularly scheduled meeting in 

Sofia last week approved the following additions to the staff of the World 

Council of Churches: 

Rev. Eduardo Bodipo-Malumba, 34, Presbyterian of Equatorial Guinea-~secretary, 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs; 

Mr. Soon Young Hahn, 47, Korean Anglican--secretary for Asian refugees and 
assistant secretary for emergencies, Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refu- 
gee and World Service; 

Miss Ruth Nita Barrow, Barbadian Methodist--associate director, Christian Medi- 
cal Commission; 

Dr. Daniel J. Sahas, 31, Greek Orthodox residing in Canada--secretary for re- 
search and relations with the Orthodox, Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism; 

Dr. Shoki Coe, 56, Formosan Presbyterian-—director, Theological Education Fund; 

Dr. Ivy Chou, Malaysian Methodist--staff member, Theological Education Fund; 

Mrs. Tomoko Evdokimoff, Japanese Orthodox--secretary for translation; 

Rev. Frank de Jonge, 35, Dutch Reformed Church, the Netherlands--refugee sec~ 
retary for Eastern Mediterranean; 

Rev. Gérson A. Meyer, 51, Brazilian Presbyterian--secretary in education; 

Rev. Ralph N. Mould, 63, USA Presbyterian ~—~secretary in education responsible 


for Education Renewal Fund; 
(more) 


No. 24 - 16th September, 1971 5 


Mr. Robert S$. Davis, Methodist missionary in Brazil--associate for WCC ud 


ies in New York Office (seconded by Methodist Board of Missions). EPS 


ROME'S VIEW OF REFORMATION UNDERLIES 

WORMS REQUEST ON LUTHER - APPEL 

Geneva (EPS) - Efforts by Christians in Worms to persuade the Vatican to res- 
cind the excommunication of Martin Luther were termed "meaningful in many ways" 
by the General Secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, Dr. André Appel. At 
the same time, he said they viewed the issue "only on a juridical level" and 
did not take into account the fact that Luther's initiative was the expression 


of a real desire to reform the church. 


(Pope Paul recently rejected a request for a "final word" on the edict issued 
by Pope Leo X in 1520 branding Luther a heretic and pronouncing him excommuni- 
cated if he did not recant his teachings, particularly those against indulgen- 


ces and papal authority.) 


Dr. Appel said, "The significance of the present request lies in the fact that 
it comes out of the structure of the Catholic Church itself, the Catholic 


Church Council of Worms, which is made up of both laymen and clergy". 


Lutheran churches have taken a "reserved" attitude toward the matter, he said, 


believing such an initiative could come only from Rome. 


Although Rome through a growing number of theologians is discovering a new 
image of Luther, according to Dr. Appel, the consequences of this attitude 
still remain to be seen, especially concerning Rome's position in regard to 
the 16th century Reformation. He termed this "the question underlying the 


request of the Church Council of Worms". EPS 


ANGLICAN/ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMISSION 

GETS AGREEMENT ON THE EUCHARIST 

London (EPS) - The Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission set up by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Pope three years ago reported a measure 
of progress towards unity after a seven-day meeting at Windsor ending Septem- 


ber, 7. 


An agreed statement said: "We believe that we have reached substantial agree 
ment on the doctrine of the Eucharist. This conclusion, which is of vital im- 


portance to Anglican-Roman Catholic relations, was reached by the commission 
(more) 
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after its third meeting. The members of the commission agreed unanimously 
to a statement on Eucharistic doctrine which they now have to submit to their 


respective authorities for consideration". 


It is now held possible for the commission to seek a similar consensus on the 
ministry, which will be its main doctrinal preoccupation from now until its 


next meeting in September 1972, the statement said. 


The commission, consisting of nine theologians from each side, was chaired by 
Dr. H.R. McAdoo, Anglican Bishop of Ossory, Ferns and Leighlin, and the Rt. 
Rev. Alan Clark, Roman Catholic Auxiliary Bishop of Northampton. EPS 


FLOODS HAMPER WORK 

WITH PAKISTAN REFUGEES 

Calcutta (EPS) - Monsoon rains and floods have imposed an additional burden on 
the 8.5 million East Pakistan refugees in India. Rising waters and roads turned 
to quagmires have slowed down and in some places stopped food and medical sup- 


plies from reaching the refugee camps. 


The situation is becoming critical with hundreds of thousands of children re- 
ported to be suffering from malnutrition. Voluntary agencies, including CASA, 
the Indian churches’ relief agency, are cooperating with the Indian Government 
and UNICEF in mounting an "Operation Lifeline" to get sufficient protein to the 
children. But some relief workers believe only an airlift can get the neces- 


sary food to the camps in time. 


West Bengal, north Bihar and Uttar Pradesh are all inundated in the worst floods 
in 100 years. More than 20 million people are affected, and in some areas 90% 
of the crop has been lost. CASA is now under heavy pressure to meet the emer- 
gency needs of the local population. Food has been distributed to more than 
30,000 people in the affected areas and $22,000 has been made available for 


relief supplies needed immediately. 


CASA field officers are making a more detailed survey of needs and studying 
the possibility of mounting food-for-work programmes. In the meantime clothing 


is being purchased locally. 


In view of the massive refugee influx and the demands on CASA, the National 
Christian Council of India has decided to strengthen the Calcutta operation 


and make it independent of the main CASA structure. EPS 
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ICYE INCLUDES WORLD ISSUES 

IN YOUNG PEOPLE'S AGENDA 

Geneva (EPS) - To broaden the experience enjoyed by young people who live 
with a family in another country while continuing their high-school studies, 
the international agency which promotes such exchanges has conceived a new 


issue/action programme for 1971-72. 


Since its founding after World War II, the International Christian Youth Ex- 
change (ICYE) based at the Ecumenical Centre here has provided a one-year 
experience abroad for 5,000 young people between the ages of 16 and 19. Some 
520 will participate during 1971-72. Started in 1949 by German and American 
young people who exchanged places in order to be agents of reconciliation and 


peace, ICYE now has national committees in 26 countries on all continents. 


This year the ICYE Executive Committee meeting in Antwerp, Belgium in late 
July. asked the staff headed by Eber Ferrer to draw up a list of issues from 
which national committees might choose those most appropriate to their situa- 
tion and to the interests of young people. On the list are a wide range of 
issues from the economic, political, cultural and religious fields. The ex- 


changees themselves will help select five major issues for study. 


Through guided reading, group study, field trips, conferences and interviews 
with people in various walks of life, the young people will examine how deci- 
sions of their host country directly affect life in the country from which 
they come. They will also see what factors make for humanization and which 


have a dehumanizing effect. 


The new programme is one answer to criticisms of 1970-71 exchangees that the 
family was too narrow a frame of reference and a broader range of opportunities 
should be provided. Too often, said the exchangees, the young person is) iim 


ited by the local church and community. 


The ICYE Executive Committee also authorized a fund drive to reduce a $56,000 
deficit and asked a group of Swedish returnees to start a communication and 

interpretation service intended to overcome the isolation felt by many of the 
national committees, exchangees, returnees, hosting and sponsoring groups. It 
will contain news about committee activities, the issues chosen for study and 


the actions which result. EPS 
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NATURE OF CHRIST DISCUSSED 

BY ORIENTAL ORTHODOX/CATHOLICS 

Vienna (EPS) - In an effort to heal a 1,500-year-old breach, leading theolo- 
gians of the five Oriental Orthodox churches and the Roman Catholic Church 


held unofficial conversations for five days here recently. 


Under discussion was the dual nature of Christ which split the Council. of 


Chalcedon in the year 451. 


The five Oriental churches--Coptic, Syrian, Armenian Apostolic, Ethiopian 
and Syrian Orthodox Church of India--believe that God became Man but the di- 
vine nature absorbed the human nature. The Catholics say Christ is both God 


and Man and the two exist side by side. 


According to the Oriental churches, one barrier to unity would fall if the 
Catholics would regard church councils since Chalcedon as not having full ecu- 
menical status. A statement issued at Vienna urges both sides to study the 


authority of councils extensively. 


The meeting was organised by the Pro Oriente Foundation set up by Austrian 
Primate Franz Cardinal Koenig of Vienna in 1964 to encourage dialogue between 
the Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches. The Rev. John Long S.J. of the 


Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity attended as an observer. poo 


IRISH PRESBYTERIANS OPPOSE LAWLESSNESS 


Belfast (EPS) - The Government Committee of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland 
has commended all who have shown "the utmost restraint and have refused to re- 
taliate or accept a sectarian division of society". A series of resolutions 
issued here September 8 has words of praise for those who "speak out bravely 
against the violent and lawless, whether these are of their own community or 


another". 


The resolutions urged Protestants and Roman Catholics to stand together in 
resisting intimidation in their own places of work, streets and towns. It 
said: "The future of all in our community depends upon their refusal to sub- 
mit to the disruption of their daily life and work by those who would bring 
widespread ruin and unemployment". Efforts by the British Home Secretary to 
call a "fully representative conference with wide terms of reference" were 


welcomed. EPS 
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BLACK CHURCHMEN IN U.S. 

ASK PROBE OF PRISON DEATHS 

New York (EPS) - The Commission for Racial Justice of the United Church of 
Christ has invited the 12 black members of the U.S. Congress plus other well- 
known leaders of the black community to undertake an investigation of the 


treatment meeted out to blacks in prison. 


"The black community should receive the truth, not only about George Jackson 

but about the condition of blacks in prisons all over the country", said the 

Rev. Charles E. Cobb, director of the UCC race unit. "The only way this will 
happen is for blacks to do our own investigating", he added, notine that a 


member of his staff would be willing to coordinate such an investigation. 


Among those invited to take part, in addition to the Congressmen, were Roy 
Wilkins of the National Association for the Advancement of Coloured People; 
the Rev. Ralph Abernathy, Southern Christian Leadership Conference; and the 
Rev. Metz Rollins, National Committee of Black Churchmen. The latter organi- 
sation has urged the Commission of Inquiry, an interracial volunteer group 
including prominent lawyers, to look into the San Quentin Prison death of 


George Jackson and the treatment of other inmates. EPS 


EUROPEAN EVANGELISM CONGRESS 

STIMULATES NATIONAL CAMPAIGNS 

Amsterdam (EPS) - National and regional congresses on evangelism will be the 

direct result of the European Congress on Evangelism, which closed here Sep- 

tember 4. German and Dutch participants appointed committees to develop the 

plans. The English decided on a congress in May 1972 devoted to the strategy 


for evangelism, and France will hold a number of mini-congresses. 


All these may culminate in 1973 with a new World Congress on Evangelism to 


coincide with a World Congress on Missions. 


Though the sponsoring organisation was stated to be the "European Evangelical 
Alliance", the finance and administration was provided by the Billy Graham 


organisation. 


Some 1,200 persons from all over Europe are reported to have attended the 
European Congress chaired by Gilbert W. Kirby of Great Britain and addressed 
by prominent conservative evangelical leaders including the Rev. John Stott 


of London and Dr. Leighton Ford, an associate of evangelist Billy Graham. EPS 
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SOUTH AFRICAN LEADER OPPOSES 

VISIT BY WCC DELEGATION 

Pretoria (EPS) - Prime Minister John Vorster has told representatives of 
the nine South African churches belonging to the World Council of Churches 
that he is not now prepared to let a WCC delegation enter the country under 


any conditions. 


(Last June a scheduled consultation between a WCC delegation and represen- 
tatives of the South African churches was postponed indefinitely by the 
WCC after Mr. Vorster had imposed certain conditions which were termed 
"totally unacceptable" by the World Council of Churches. See EPS This 
Month, July.) 


A delegation from the South African Council of Churches called on Mr. Vorster 


September 10 to reopen the question of the visit. In the course of a two- 


hour conference the Prime Minister warned that if the South African churches 
retained their links with the WCC, the government would not allow any funds 


to be sent from South Africa to the world body. 


Meanwhile in Johannesburg, John Rees, general secretary of the South African 
Council, responded to news of further WCC grants to combat racism (EPS No. 23) 
by repeating the S.A. council's statement of last year disassociating itself 
from the decisions made. At the same time Mr. Rees said this decision 

"only reinforces the conviction that we must work for justice and recon- 


ciliation within South Africa as fast as we can". 


WCC Commended by U Thant 


The World Council of Churches has received a letter from the Secretary 
General of the United Nations, the Hon. U Thant, in which he expressed 
gratitude for the allocation of "a further $200,000 for humanitarian purposes 
such as legal aid, and social, health and educational services to certain 
organizations of oppressed racial groups combatting white racism and organiz- 


ations supporting victims of racial injustice". 


Rhodesian Anglicans Dissent 
In Salisbury the Anglican Church of Rhodesia officially disassociated itself 


from the WCC grants. A statement by Bishop Paul Burrough of Mashonaland 
and Bishop Mark Wood of Matabeleland broadcast over Rhodesian Radio said that 


not one cent had been given by their church to support the Programme to 


Combat Racism, 
EPS 
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WCC AIDED THREE ANGOLAN GROUPS 

TO AVOID POLITICS, BLAKE SAYS 

Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches made grants to three different 
groups of Angolans precisely to avoid the charge that it was aiding any one 
political group, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, told 


Swedish Radio on September 16. 


"We are very conscious that the ideological positions of the three move- 
ments are different", he said. "Tt is not on a basis of choosing an 
ideological movement but of actually recognising three movements of 


Angolan people" that the grants were made. 


The WCC general secretary was commenting on a charge by the Revolutionary 
Government of Angola in Exile (GRAE) that the recent grants voted by the 
WCC's Executive Committee at its meeting in Sofia were political rather than 


humanitarian in nature. 


Dr. Blake said the sum of $25,000 went to the People's Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola (MPLA) because “our judgement is that the biggest of 
the movements is the one that we gave the most money. We are not, however, 
choosing the ideologies of any of them". The decision was taken, he said, 


on the basis of considerable staff work and investigations. 


Commenting on GRAE's contention that it should have received more than its 
$7,500 allotment because it is taking care of Angolan refugees, Dr. Blake 
said refugee work was normally being supported by member churches through 
other channels than the Programme to Combat Racism. (In the last six years 
the World Council of Churches' Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service has channeled $407,982 to projects in the Congo which directly 
benefit Angolan refugees. These projects have provided primary and 
secondary schooling and vocational, agricultural and mechanical training to 
help the refugees become self-supporting. If the aid given directly by 
member churches -- in cash, materials and personnel -- were to be included, 


the sum would easily surpass $2 million.) 


Expressing regret that GRAE was refusing the race grant, Dr. Blake said, 
"That of course is their privilege and we will give the money elsewhere if 


they do not want to receive it. However, they had applied for it." 
EPS 
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WARC DELEGATION TO VISIT 

IRISH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Brussels (EPS) - The European Area Committee of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches (WARC) has accepted an invitation from the Presbyterian 
Church in Ireland to send a delegation to that country possibly in early 


October. 


Their purpose would be to gain a better understanding of the situation and 
give all the encouragement they could to the church and its members as they 


strive to maintain Christian faith and conduct in the present tense situation. 


The decision was taken at a joint meeting of the Administrative Committee 
and the Theological Commission of the European WARC held in a Roman Catholic 
retreat house in Brussels. Hosts for the meeting were the Reformed Church 


and the Protestant Church of Belgium. 


Members of the four-man delegation going to Ireland are: the Rev. Neri 
Giampiccoli, moderator-of the Waldensian Church in Italy and president of 
the European WARC; Prof. G. E. Meuleman, member of the Reformed Church in 
the Netherlands and teacher at the Free University in Amsterdam; the Rev. 
Arnold Mobbs of the Reformed Church in Geneva; and the Rev. Edmond Perret, 


general secretary of the Geneva-based WARC. 


The Area Committee acted after hearing the Rev. A. J. Weir, general secretary 
of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, report that the continuing campaign 

of violence and non-cooperation had brought near the danger of a bitter 

civil war. It was recognized, he said, that although it has been eat lad a 
dispute between "Protestants and Catholics", the heart of the conflict was 


political programmes rather than religious beliefs. 
EPS 


LUTHERAN, REFORMED DELEGATES 

WORK AT EUROPEAN CONCORDAT 

Leuenberg, Switzerland (EPS) - Lutheran-Reformed conversations in Europe, 
which began many years ago, have entered a new and possibly decisive stage. 
Some 45 official delegates representing more than 60 Lutheran, Reformed 
and United Churches in Europe are meeting here this week (September 19-24) 
to work out the text of an agreement (concordat) by which communion would 
be established between them. Co-Chairmen are Prof. Leonhard Goppelt of 
Munich and Prof. M. Geiger of Basle. 


(more) 
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The group has already accepted as a basis for discussion a draft prepared 
by a small group of persons who had participated in conversations which 

took place at Leuenberg in 1969 and 1970. They took into account reactions 
sent in by various of the 88 churches that had received the final report 


from the last round of conversations. 


If the delegates succeed this week in arriving at a common text that can be 
sent to the churches for their official action, a further important if not 
decisive step will have been taken in overcoming the division between the 


churches of the Reformation. 
EPS 


WCC RELEASES MONEY FOR 

MEDICAL WORK IN EAST PAKISTAN 

Geneva (EPS) - In response to requests from the Christian community in East 
Pakistan, the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
(CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches has made available $15,000 for 

the purchase of medical supplies. They will be distributed by the Christian 
Relief Organisation, a joint Protestant and Roman Catholic body, to the 40 


Christian hospitals in the country. 


CICARWS is also contributing towards the cost of supporting Dr. Muherman 
Harun, the representative of the East Asia Christian Conference in East 
Pakistan. Dr. Harun, an Indonesian physician and TB specialist, has been 
sent to work with the East Pakistan Christian Council in drawing up short 


and long-term plans for Christian relief and rehabilitation work. 


In his first report from Dacca he said 160,000 tons of foodgrains -- from 
West Pakistan, Japan, China and the United States -- were imported into East 
Pakistan in August. Some 42 tons of medical supplies came from World Health 


Organization. 


Meanwhile in India, CASA, the Indian churches’ relief agency, is planning 
to cooperate with Catholic Relief Services in two large feeding programmes 
in the refugee areas. They plan biscuit and bread distribution to over 
1,000,000 people for a three-month period. Total costs are estimated 


at $1,423,503. 
EPS 
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JEWISH-CHRISTIAN RELATIONS SEEN 

IN BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE BY WCC GROUP 

Zurich (EPS) - A possible theology of Jewish-Christian relations and the 
present-day relevance of the biblical concept of the Promised Land were 
two of the topics discussed at length by the Committee on the Church and 
the Jewish People (CCJP) when it met at the Paulus Akademie in Zurich- 


Witikon from the 13th to 18th September. 


Attending the biennial meeting of the World Council of Churches committee 
were members from 11 countries and an observer from the Vatican Office for 
Catholic-Jewish Relations. It was the first session chaired by the Most 
Rev. George Appleton, Anglican Archbishop in Jerusalem, and the first 
attended by the Most Rev. Antony, Russian Orthodox Archbishop of Minsk. 
Outgoing Chairman Roelof Bakker of Holland welcomed his successor, referring 


to his experience in this special field both in London and in Jerusalem. 


Reports from the various countries represented formed the basis for an 
animated discussion on a theology of Jewish-Christian relations. Papers 
were read by Dr. R. L. Lindsey of Jerusalem and Prof. Roy Eckardt of 
Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania (USA). 


A discussion on the Middle East was introduced by Prof.Hans-Ruedi Weber, 

WCC staff member responsible for biblical studies. On the basis of recent 
exegetical studies on the promise of the land in the Old Testament, he 

sought "clues for the understanding of the Middle East situation that might 
arise out of the biblical interpretation". His paper is due to be published 


later this year in one of the World Council's quarterlies. 


Different aspects of the situation were then given by Bishop Kenneth Cragg, 
a Christian authority on Muslim thought, and Dr. Yona Malachi of the 
Ministry of Religions in Israel. Dr. Elfan Rees of the WCC's staff ex- 
plained approaches made by the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs. The CCJP then requested further study of biblical interpretation 


and its implications for the Middle East situation. 


Other pre-occupations of the meeting were the need to bring representatives 
of Islam into the discussions and a deep concern for minorities and ways 


of carrying out the churches' ministry of reconciliation. 
EPS 
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NEW STRUCTURE PROPOSED 

FOR U.S. CHURCH COUNCIL 

New Orleans, Louisiana (EPS) - The General Board of the National Council of 
Churches (USA) approved a plan to reorganize the 33-member council and 
expressed the hope that the constituency would be considerably broadened as 


soon as reorganization is achieved. 


Backbone of the new proposed structure would be a Governing Board of 350 
persons that would meet twice a year to make policy, approve budgets and 


issue official pronouncements. 


The plan was put forward by a 22-member committee chaired by Dr. Thomas J. 
Liggett, top mission executive of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 
He emphasised that the proposal was a "model" that would be open to revision 
during the next 14 months by suggestions from member churches. Final 


action would be taken at the next General Assembly in December 1972. 


Funding of the new council would be accomplished in three ways: general 
management costs would be paid by fair-share assessments on all member 
denominations; central services would be paid for by those units that use 


them; programme costs, by those which participate in them. 


The new Governing Board would replace the present 250-member General Board 

and eliminate the need for triennial general assemblies. However, an 
occasional "ecumenical congress" is envisioned as encouragement to non- 
member churches to participate in inter-church affairs. The proposal 

leaves the door pperiior Roman Catholic membership in the NCC, as well as 
other non-members such as the Southern Baptist Convention and Lutheran Church- 


Missouri Synod. 


In other actions the General Board at New Orleans: 

-- called for a comprehensive national health care programme providing 
services as a fundamental right of every human being; 

-- asked the U.S. to increase its support for UN efforts in East Pakistan; 

-- pressed for essential reforms of the U.S. welfare system and asked 
Congress to create a system of guaranteed income; 

-- asked a federal grand jury investigation of "charges of conspiracy and 
murder brought against Ohio Guardsmen in the Kent State University killings"; 


-- adopted a 1972 budget of $17.5 million as against $19.3 million in '71. 
EPS 
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CHURCH'S ROLE IN JAPANESE NEW TOWNS 


Kyoto (EPS) - Community organization is central to the work of the Church 
because it is a way of giving power to the people and helping them over- 
come their powerlessness. In Japan it is particularly important to 
organize dwellers in giant apartment blocs (danchi) and New Towns so that 


they can demand the kind of homes they want. 


This was the assessment given by Msgr. John J. Egan of the Research Centre 
of Urban Problems at Notre Dame University in Indiana (USA) addressing the 
second annual seminar of Protestant and Roman Catholic urban workers in 


Japan. 


Warning that community organization was not a technique for proselytizing, 
Father Egan said it was "a way of planning and acting together with the 
people where we can wrestle with human problems regardless of religious 


adherence". 


The group of 47 thereupon voted to send three persons abroad for a year's 
training in community organization and appointed a team of three to do a 


short-term project in one danchi. 
EPS 


GERMAN MISSION WORKERS DENIED VISAS 


Wuppertal, Germany (EPS) - Two representatives of the United Evangelical 
Mission here have been refused entry visas by the South African Government. 
They are the Rev. Siegfried Groth and Fritz Schneider. No explanation 


was given for the refusal. 


Early in September leaders of this mission declared their full endorsement 
of the statement opposing South African apartheid issued by two Lutheran 


churches in South-West Africa (EPS No. 20). 


Mr. Groth had planned to confer with leaders of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (Rhenish Mission) about their work in South West Africa and attend 
long-standing conferences of churches and missions in South and South-West 
Africa. Mr. Schneider had been invited specifically to work with the 


Youth Division of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in South Africa. 
EPS 
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GERMAN MISSION CONFERENCE 

HEARS DANGER OF NEUTRALITY 

Berlin (EPS) - African Christians have in many instances become more 
dependent on money and manpower from the European churches than they were 
in the "much criticised days of missionary paternalism", according to the 
Rev. Paul Gerhard Buttler (Hamburg). He was addressing the German 


Evangelical Missionary Conference in Berlin-Spandau on September 15. 


His and other short addresses constituted the annual report to the 52 
missionary societies, regional churches and missionary organizations in 

the Federal German Republic. Taking part in the conference, besides the 
180 delegates, were guests from other European countries, Asia and Africa 
plus a delegation from the German Catholic Missionary Council. The World 
Council of Churches was represented by the Rev. Robbins Strong, deputy 
director of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism, and the Lutheran 
World Federation by Dr. Carl Johann Hellberg, director of the Division for 


Church Cooperation. 


Speaking on the missionary attitude to apartheid in South Africa, Dr. 
Siegfried Groth of the United Evangelical Mission (Wuppertal), called on 
missions to break out of the "ghetto of silence" and cast aside the 
"dangerous attitude of neutrality". He asserted that official South 
African propaganda owed its success in the Federal Republic to the failure 
of the missions to keep people well informed, as they were obviously in a 


position to do. 
EPS 


CORRECTION: Last week's EPS story from Vienna on conversations between 
theologians of the Roman Catholic Church and of the Oriental Orthodox 
churches gave an inaccurate formulation of the latters' position on the 
nature of Christ. Dr. K. C. Joseph, a theologian of the Syrian Orthodox 
Church of India, states that the five non-Chalcedonian Orthodox Churches 
of the East speak of "the One Incarnate Nature of God the Word" as pro- 
pounded by St. Cyril of Alexandria and accepted as correct by the Council 
of Ephesus in 431 A.D. According to Dr. Joseph, "this formula emphasises 
the inseparable unity of Godhead and manhood in the Person of Christ and 
highlights the mystery of the Incarnation which no human phrase can fully 


explain". 
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Cover Photo: The Orthodox Cathedral of Sofia formed an impressive 
setting for the opening service of the World Council 
of Churches' Executive Committee in September. 
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The Executive Committee in Sofia 


Geneva (EPS) - The Bulgarian Orthodox Church pre- 
pared a very warm welcome for the Executive Com- 
mittee of the World Council of Churches when it 
met in Sofia from 5-9 September. And the other 
Christian communities were also very much in evi- 
dence, the president of the Congregational Church 
even offered his services as a translator. This 
hospitality, and the 28th anniversary of the li- 
beration of Bulgaria celebrated with an impres- 
sive parade of flower-waving people on the cen- 
tral square of the city, made the Executive Com- 
mittee much more than a business meeting. Many 
of the conmittee members and staff had opportu- 
nities to meet with local people--students, 
priests and ordinary Bulgarians--in the hotels 

or in one of the beautiful Sofia parks. 


Staff had been looking forward to Sofia with some 
anxiety because of the financial difficulties the 
WCC is facing. The revaluation of the German 
mark and the Swiss franc, inflation, and the fact 
that the churches could not increase their con- 
tributions to the Council as hoped and expected, 
necessitated a fresh look at priorities and some 
cutting back of programme and staff. The Execu- 
tive Committee took the necessary measures but 
also appointed a small standing committee on pri- 
orities which, acting as independently of finan- 
cial pressures as is possible, will guide staff 
and committee in reappraising priorities on a 
regular basis. 


The General Secretary in his report spoke at 
length about developments resulting from the new 
structure of the Council. A little more time is 
needed to see whether the many different aspects 
of the structure should be maintained or modified, 
but the initial experiences have been both diffi- 
cult and promising. 


Dr. Blake took the committee through the high- 
lights of six months' staff work, mentioning es- 
pecially his personal visits to Algeria and Chile 
where he consulted not only with member churches 
but also with government officials. 


After Addis Ababa it was said that our Central 
Committee seemed happier to discuss theology than 
to do business. The Executive Committee shows 
the same tendency, but had too full an agenda and 
too strict a chairman to get much of a chance! 
Yet they went into the depth of programmes when- 
ever they could, especially in relation to the 
programmes of Units I and II. 


Philip Potter, staff chairman of Unit I (which 
combines Faith and Order, Mission, Dialogue with 
Other Living Faiths, and Church and Society), 
carefully introduced what he called "our common 
child". He was referring to the dialogue port- 
folio, which indeed came about because of devel- 


opments in the other three sub-units. Dr. Potter 
drew attention to the increasing complexity of 
the concept of dialogue, simply because everybody 
gets in on the act. Conferences, consultations 
and publications abound. Criticism from people 
who feel that dialogue sells out the missionary 
obligation of the faith or - and this is also 
heard - is a clever way to cancel one's mission- 
ary intentions, inevitably refers to only part 

of the concept as it is being worked out in the 
WCC. The Geneva staff has published sufficient 
material (available from the Publications Sec- 
tion of the WCC) to show the direction this sub- 
unit is taking. 


The Executive Committee reacted with great inter- 
est. Asian voices especially made incisive com- 
ments: dialogue with people of other faiths can- 
not be separated from dialogue with other ideolo- 
gies, they said, because the renaissance of the 
great religions is a direct result of their en- 
counter with modem ideological thinking! And 
who is going to do the dialogue? Is it to be 
mainly an intellectual exercise? Or will dia- 
logue involve people for whom dialogue has become 
a daily and inevitable reality? The answer of 
course is that both groups need each other, and 
this was said. 


"Salvation Today" 


The committee gave some time to the central theme 
of the forthcoming conference of the Commission 
on World Mission and Evangelism (CWME), foreseen 
for the end of 1972. "Salvation Today" raises 
high hopes in the churches. It responds to the 
increasing demand for concentration on the central 
affirmations of the Gospel, now heard everywhere. 
It also gives an opportunity to demonstrate, in 
relation to a central subject, how great the cul- 
tural and theological diversity is in the Church, 
sometimes up to the point of conflict. 


"Salvation is the name of a musical in New York, 
a word for political liberation in Latin America, 
a forgotten word in Western Europe and an equiva- 
lent for personal acceptance of private piety in 
Asia", a committee member said during a coffee 
break. That is, of course, an unfair generaliza- 
tion, but there is no doubt about the bewildering 
variety of ways in which the central affirmations 
of the Gospel are expressed. It is a task of the 
ecumenical movement to accept such variety with- 
out despair and see it as a potential enrichment 
of the whole Christian community. To translate 
that potential into reality the churches need to 
listen to each other and be open to mutual cor- 
rection. CWME is now engaged in aiding that pro- 
cess. 


Faith and Order had its full commission meeting 
in Louvain, Belgium in August, and the Executive 
heard the report of Dr. Lukas Vischer, its direc- 
tor. There is a longer report on Louvain in this 
issue, so I can be brief here. Most important 
(more ) 


seemed the indications of what the future pro- 
gramme of Faith and Order will be. In addition 
to the ongoing programmes (church union negotia- 
tions, conversations with and between the world 
confessional families, continuing studies on the 
obstacles to unity, Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity, etc.), the Faith and Order staff seeks 
its way towards expressing the central affirma- 
tions of the Christian faith in the ecumenical 
movement. Of course, the WCC camot draft a new 
confession of faith: that is the work of chur- 
ches, not secretariats. It camot publish a 
catechism for the same reason. But it can bring 
groups of Christians, theologians and laymen, 
together in different countries and representing 
different confessions ''to testify to the hope 
that is within them" (I Peter 3, 15). And that 
is exactly what the staff would like to do. Col- 
laboration on the theme of the CWME conference 
may be a good beginning for this. 


The Executive Committee received three documents 
with more than usual interest. Two Louvain texts 
demonstrate the progress in the churches on a 
common understanding of the sacraments of Baptism 
and the Eucharist. These two short texts will be 
of great value to national ecumenical study- 
groups dealing with the same problems. Then 
there is an exciting text on Conciliarity. This 
statement deals with the way in which churches 
can realise and extend that part of Christian 
unity which they already have. It wrestles with 
the marks of conciliarity, tries to see its lim- 
its and begins to develop a strategy to extend 
it. The Executive Committee endorsed it to the 
Central Committee next summer, in the Netherlands. 


Church and Society staff reported further devel- 
opment of the study on 'The Future of Man and 
Society in a World of Science-Based Technology", 
as well as plans for the new project on violence 
and nonviolence (for details of both, see the 
next issue of Study Encounter). The Executive 
agreed to a request for an expert panel to advise 
the churches on the environment crisis, and ap- 
proved a Church and Society statement on "The Hu- 
man Enviroment, Responsible Choice and Social 
Justice". The latter, to be published in The 
Ecumenical Review, offers a preliminary evalua- 
tion of the urgency of the environment issue and 
highlights some considerations for the churches' 
contribution to the debate. It goes to the chur- 
ches "for study, comment and action". 


Discussion on Race Grants 


The Executive Committee decisions on the Programme 
to Combat Racism (PCR) have already been published 
in EPS (No. 23). A positive discussion preceded 
them. The Executive reaffirmed the criteria on 
which grants are made: (1) the aim is to raise 
the level of awareness and to strengthen the or- 
ganizational capability of racially oppressed peo- 
ple and support organizations that align them- 
selves with the victims of racial injustice; 
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(2) the purposes of the organizations must not be 
inconsonant with the general purposes of the WOC 
and its units, and the grants are to be used for ' 
humanitarian activities; (3) the grants are made 
without control of the manner in which they are 
spent, but are intended as an expression of com- 
mitment by the PCR to the cause of economic, so- 
cial and political justice, which these organi- 
zations promote. 


The Executive was greatly helped in its delibera- 
tions by the wise words of the Central Committee 
at Addis Ababa, which said that recognition of 
organizations and support for their humanitarian 
programmes did not mean that the WCC identifies 
itself completely with any political movement. 

By simply repeating these words the Executive 
Conmittee avoided a repetition of earlier de- 
bates. The Sofia grants represent two new empha- 
ses. North America appears in the picture, thus 
answering an often-heard criticism that the pro- 
gramme unwisely restricted itself to southerm 
Africa. Comparatively speaking, the number of 
grants going to organizations of the racially op- 
pressed is stepped up, while grants to agencies 
supporting victims of racism declined. 


Consultation with national councils of churches 
has been increased especially on new grants. Also 
communication has been strengthened by the provi- 
sion of fuller information on each organization. 
In view of the support within the constituency and — 
after the debates last year, it is hardly expected 
that a similar outcry of opposition and misunder- 
standing will take place this time. 


The committee debated whether it was wise to en- 
large the number of organizations and to make so 
many small grants. But the staff of the PCR and 
some of the committee members most involved 
showed that small contributions well placed are 
an important indication of moral support and also 
are a real help to organizations dependent on 
many small gifts. 


The controversial Barbados Declaration (EPS No. 
6) was discussed. The real debate on this con- 
sultation can take place only when the report is 
available. The Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism is also eagerly awaiting the full re- 
port in order to consider its implications for 
mission agencies. The committee was satisfied 
that the WCC had the right, if not the duty, to 
let a consultation of qualified anthropologists 
speak their mind, even though staff or consti- 
tuency may want to debate their findings very 
critically. 


The Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs (CCIA) had prepared an action on human 
rights. It asks the churches to "urge their 
respective governments, through informing public 
opinion and other possible and appropriate ges- 
tures, to take the occasion of the 25th Anniver- 
‘sary Of the adoption of the Universal Declaration 
(more ) 
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of Human Rights, 10 December 1973, as their goal 
for the ratification of: (a) the International 


Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 


(b) the International Covenant on Civil and Po- 
litical Rights, and (c) the Optional Protocol to 
the International Covenant on Civil and Politi- 
cal Rights". 


A report on the World Consultation on Christian 
Councils (EPS No. 18) prompted an Orthodox to 
question whether council secretaries were wise 
to put so much emphasis on contact and collabo- 
ration with spontaneous ecumenical groups. Could 
that not affect adversely relations with the Ro- 
man Catholic Church and the Orthodox communion? 
Victor Hayward, secretary to the consultation, 
answered that the ecumenical movement shows a 
complex picture; in certain parts of the world 
such contacts are not only an absolute necessity 
but are already organized within Councils of 
Churches. The ecumenical movement cannot ignore 
these new developments. 


CICARWS Director Alan A. Brash informed the com- 
mittee on the WCC's involvement in the Pakistan 
emergency; Dr. William B. Kennedy reported on 
the integration with the WCCE and the programme 
on Education; in a discussion on Commmication 
it was reported that the financial situation 
makes it necessary to review the output of the 
Press Section. From January 1972 on there will 
be more press releases, two issues of EPS each 
month and more feature articles, all in the 
three official languages of the World Council. 


One of the last actions of the Executive Commit- 
tee was the decision to accept the invitation of 
the National Council of Churches in Indonesia to 
hold the next WCC assembly there. 


Then the committee broke up, either to have two 
days' relaxation at the Black Sea or to rush 
home where the real ecumenical task lay waiting. 
It will meet again in February 1972 in New Zea- 
land. 


Albert van den Heuvel 
WCC Director of Communication 


Conflict and Cooperation in African Churches 


Johannesburg (EPS) - The admission of the Afri- 
can Independent Churches' Association (AICA) to 
full membership in the South African Council of 
Churches was a highlight of the 1971 annual meet- 
ing of the Council at Durban in August. Repres- 
enting 358 black churches, AICA is the most im- 
portant ecumenical body among the approximately 
3,000 independent churches which are the fastest 
growing Christian groups in South Africa. 


AICA's entry into the South African Council of 
Churches (SACC) enabled General Secretary John 
Rees to announce that African churches now con- 
stitute 723 of SACC's member churches. He also 
noted that the association is an important link 
between what he termed ''separatist'' churches 
and the "established denominations". 


What is the origin of these independent churches 
and where do they get their adherents? 


The history of the independent church movement 

in South Africa goes back to the latter part of 
the 19th century when the first of the "Ethio- 
pian" churches - as they were called by Western 
missionaries - was founded. The Ethiopian chur- 
ches, breakaways from the mission churches, were 
formed because certain African members wished to 
control their own affairs and had grown impatient 
with white domination. These first independent 
groups were patterned on the mission churches 
from which they sprang, as their names suggest: 
African Congregational Church, Presbyterian 
Church of Africa, Bantu Methodist Church and many 
others. 


Some gained considerable support, but others were 
plagued with disputes over leadership, financial 
matters and problems of personal ambition. This 
gave rise to a large number of "second generation" 
Ethiopian churches, many of which still exist per- 
petuating the type of organization, teachings and 
method of worship of the churches from which they 
came. 


About the same time a completely different type 
of church sprang up at the instigation of the 
American-based Christian Catholic Apostolic 
Church in Zion, and later of other Pentecostal 
missionaries. These churches - loosely called 
Zionists - enjoyed spectacular success for a num- 
ber of reasons. Their informality, spontaneity 
and flexibility appealed to many Africans, as 
did their colourful uniforms, dancing, drumming, 
spirit possession and divine dealing. One of 
the strengths of the Zionist movement, in fact, 
has been its ability to produce a synthesis of 
traditional African and Western cultural ele- 
ments which appealed to a variety of people, in 


_ both rural and urban areas. 


For newcomers to the city the independent chur- 
ches have clearly ministered to needs which the 
mission churches have not. Perhaps one of the 
most important factors has been the role of 
faith healing. Nearly all Zionist-type chur- 
ches feature faith healing. Their prophets or 
healers, who are able to divine the nature and 
cause of illness and then cure it, are very 
close in many respects to traditional tribal 
diviners. Recent research has shown that Zion- 
ist prophets are consulted by patients from 
most churches, both independent and mission. 
Secret healing associations have been estab- 
(more) 


lished in one or two large South African towns 
drawing members of the mission churches, eager 
to be healed but having no wish to leave their 
churches or be found out by them. At the same 
time many people who start out as patients of a 
Zionist prophet eventually become members of a 
Zionist church. 


At the same time, too, the small independent 
church congregations provide caring communities. 
There is a great deal of mutual aid within con- 
gregations, which is particularly important for 
those unaccustomed to the difficult and imper- 
sonal life in the urban areas. Also in South 
Africa there are very few opportunities for Af- 
ricans to exercise any sort of power or control, 
and the independent churches provide a number of 
outlets for leadership. 


21.2% in 1960 


For these and other reasons, the independent 
church movement has been particularly successful 
in South Africa. In 1913 there were 30 chur- 
ches, in 1948 about 880, and in 1971 between 
2,500 and 3,000 individual groups. According to 
available census reports, 9.6% of the total Af- 
rican population belonged to these churches in 
1948; by 1960 the figure was 21.2%. It is con- 
fidently predicted that the 1970 census will 
show a considerably higher figure. Meanwhile 
the majority of the larger mission churches have 
not significantly increased their membership, 

in tems of an increased percentage of the total 
African population. For example, the largest 
mission church in South Africa, the Methodist 
Church, had 12.9% of the total African popula- 
tion in 1946, and 12.1% in 1960. 


In contrast, the 3,000 independent church groups 
now have a total membership in excess of three 
million people, making them an important and per- 
manent feature of religious life. 


Most independent church leaders work under many 
difficulties. For example, all but a few chur- 
ches are too poor to pay their ministers, most 
of whom therefore have to have full-time jobs. 
Very few churches are officially recognised; con- 
sequently they do not benefit in the allocation 
of church sites and their ministers do not get 
travel concessions. Most of the latter have 
little education and are unable under South Af- 
rican law to become marriage officers. Pass laws 
make it difficult to travel to other areas, and 
the realities of township life make evening work 
dangerous. To add to these handicaps, many chur- 
ches are involved in damaging leadership disputes. 


A network of cooperation has sprung up to counter 
some of the problems. The most popular type of 
informal cooperation is fund-raising functions 
held regularly by a number of churches with pro- 
ceeds pooled and given to each church in turn. 
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Leaders of different churches also cooperate in 
confirming new officers, and often officiate to- 
gether at important combined services - particu- 
larly at funerals. A more formal type of cooper- 
ation is associations of independent churches. 

In 1970, official government sources had records 
of no fewer than 40, most of them very small. 


First Stirrings in 1915 


As far back as 1915 an association of African min- 
isters of all denominations known as Idamasa (the 
Interdenominational African Minister's Associa- 
tion of South Africa) founded in 1915. While it 
drew a number of independent church members, 
Idamasa never. had independent church leaders as 
office-bearers. Many of these leaders allege 
they were discriminated against and looked down 
on as not being "proper" ministers. In 1922 the 
independent church members of Idamasa broke away 
to form a separate organization, the Joint Coun- 
cil of Representative Native Churches. 


The Joint Council attracted a number of member 
churches, but did not make significant progress. 
The main source of friction between ministers of 
the independent churches and those of the mission 
churches was the question of education. The for- 
mer concluded they would never be accepted until 
they had reached a sufficient level of education. 
Some enrolled in small correspondence Bible cour- 
ses, but there was a general feeling that the in- 
dependent churches should have their own educa- 
tion facilities shaped to their particular needs. 


This thirst for theological education spurred an 
extraordinary development in 1964. Through the 
good offices of a research worker who had made 
contact with some Joint Council ministers, a 
meeting was arranged with the director of the 
Christian Institute of Southern Africa, the Rev. 
C.F. Beyers Naudé. This was an historic step 
for any independent church leaders to take, and 
was probably facilitated by the fact that the 
Christian Institute was interdenominational and 
multiracial. In 1965 a larger meeting was held, 
and a number of requests were put to the Chris- 
tian Institute - including an appeal for help 
in establishing a theological college, a theolo- 
gical correspondence course and shorter refresh- 
er courses. 


That same year a conference was held in Queens- 
town, Cape Province, and the African Independent 
Churches! Association (AICA) was formed. The 
Christian Institute agreed to assist it in an 
advisory capacity and later appointed a full- 
time adviser. 


From these small beginnings AICA has grown into 
the largest association of independent churches 
in southem Africa. It has offices in Soweto - 
the complex of African townships adjoining Jo- 
hannesburg - and holds an annual conference as 

(more) 
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well as regular refresher courses. In 1968 a 
women's association was formed, which proved 
most successful. Among its present programmes 
are a literacy campaign, cooking and hygiene 
classes, and fund-raising to support elderly 
church members. 


A high-point in AICA's history was reached last 
year with the opening of the AICA Theological 
College, and the starting of a theological cor- 
respondence course for independent church lead- 
ers. Both programmes were made possible by gen- 
erous support from Christian organizations in 
Europe and North:America. Although AICA members 
make annual contributions, their poverty means 
they will be dependent on outside support for 
the foreseeable future. 


New Breakaway 


While AICA has been successful on many levels - 
notably in bringing together churches of a wide 
variety of types and beliefs - it has not been 
free from tensions. In a movement whose members 
have limited opportunities for exercising power 
and control, the annual conference is a focus 
for power struggles - as great prestige derives 
from a seat on the AICA Board of Management. It 
is against this background that an interesting 
recent breakaway movement should be seen. 


In 1968 the first president of AICA was voted 
out of office. He and some of his supporters 
formed the Interim Committee. On the basis of 
past precedent they felt that they as former 
office-holders should have been co-opted onto 
the Board of Management. When this did not hap- 
pen a lengthy dispute started. 


This dispute came to a head in the 1969 confer- 
ence in Durban where the Interim Committee tried 


to gain control of AICA and were soundly defeated. 


Efforts to reconcile the opposed parties were un- 
successful. 


At this stage a minister of the Dutch Reformed 
Church (NGK) approached leaders of the Interim 
Committee with offers of assistance. He refused 
to aid the committee while it was still within 
AICA, and at his insistence the Reformed Indepen- 
dent Churches' Association (RICA) was formed. 

It issued a press statement attacking the Chris- 
tian Institute and claiming that some 50-odd 
churches had broken away from it. This report 
was later corrected by the AICA Executive, which 
pointed out that no churches could break away 
from the Christian Institute since it was an as- 
sociation of individual Christians that was mere- 
ly advising AICA. The statement ended: "We are 
gradually finding our own feet, and until we can 
stand firmly on them we shall continue to use 

the help of the Christian Institute, with which 
we are most satisfied". 


As is so often the case, RICA became involved 


in a leadership dispute, and some members includ- 
ing the ex-president of AICA returned to the In- 
terim Committee within AICA. The movement to re- 
turn to AICA has gained momentum for a number of 
reasons. Firstly, many church leaders were most 
unwilling to accept assistance from the Dutch Re- 
formed Church which is inextricably associated 
with apartheid. A number were suspicious that 
the offer of assistance was made in an attempt to 
damage the Christian Institute rather than out of 
concern for the independent church movement. 
Lastly, the promised aid is still being discussed 
in principle in high church circles, with no 
guarantee that any grants will in fact be made. 


The formation of RICA received wide publicity in 
the Afrikaans press. The government-controlled 
radio devoted the whole of its propaganda pro- 
gramme ‘Current Affairs'' to it, theorising that 
the break showed African-white cooperation could 
not work, and that Africans themselves were real- 
ising this. The programme thus chose to ignore 
that the break was by a small number of churches 
whose leaders had cooperated quite happily with 
the Christian Institute while in power, and sub- 
sequently were happy to work with a white member 
of the Dutch Reformed Church. It also failed to 
mention that more than 300 churches remained 
within AICA and seem quite satisfied with a re- 
lationship which allows for autonomous African 
development on the one hand, and on the other 
maintains a friendly and constrictive link be- 
tween Africans and whites for their mutual bene- 
£i ts 


The independent churches in South Africa may ap- 
pear quiescent to outsiders, but they are part 
of a strong movement which is growing stronger 
every year. It is still fragmented, but should 
cooperation eventually triumph over conflict, as 
it will if associations like AICA are able to ex- 
pand and progress, the South African independent 
churches could play a most important role in the 
years to com. 


Martin West 
Lecturer in Anthropology 
University of Capetown, South Africa 


Latin American Lutherans Break Fresh Ground 


Jose C. Paz, Argentina (EPS) - Developments in 
recent years raise the possibility that a new day 
could be dawning for Latin American Lutheranism - 
a day of increased awareness of social responsi- 
bility and decreased dependence on North American 
and European mission and "mother church" support. 


Such a conclusion might be drawn from the recent 
(more) 


Fifth Latin American Lutheran Congress, a gather- 
ing at this seminary commmity outside Buenos 
Aires, which was the most representative of its 
kind for members of the Lutheran confession on 
the vast continent. Some 150 clergy and laymen 
from 28 churches and groups in 13 countries at- 
tended the week-long non-legislative but signi- 
ficantly trend-setting conclave. 


Present, too, but in considerably smaller number 
than ever before, were staff executives of North 
American, European and international supporting 
groups. As Dr. Paul C. Empie of New York com- 
mented at the close of the meeting, the prime 
significance of the gathering was that it was 
the first ever "planned and executed by and for 
Latin American Lutherans". 


The history and tradition of Lutheranism in Lat- 
in America must be recalled to appreciate this 
remark by the general secretary of the USA Na- 
tional Committee of the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion, who instigated such continent-wide meet- 
ings 20 years ago and has attended all of them. 
His comment was a not-so-oblique reference to 
the still existent but diminishing degree of in- 
fluence, if not direct control, of the Latin 
American churches by their overseas supporters. 


Latin American Lutherans have "ghetto-ized" them- 
selves to a degree perhaps greater than other 
Protestant groupings. The majority of the 
970,000 members of Lutheran churches today are 
descendants of early 19th century immigrants 
from Europe - largely German - who have retained 
their parent languages and found ministering to 
their own communities a sufficiently consuming 
task. 


The last five or six decades, however, have seen 
a steady growth in mission work by North Ameri- 
can bodies - most extensively by the Lutheran 
Church, Missouri Synod - and a strengthening of 
activities in Portuguese and Spanish languages. 


Still, the charge of "isolationism" continues 
to be made, and in no small measure by Latin 
American Lutherans themselves. Dr. Heinz- 
Joachim Held, president of the Evangelical 
Church of the River Plate in Argentina, deli- 
vering a lecture on "The Gospel and Our Renew- 
al'"' at the Jose C. Paz meeting, declared: 


"T speak of my own situation and that of my 
church, mostly German on account of its imni- 
grant roots, when I contend that we have in- 
herited our understanding of the Gospel from a 
historical, religious and cultural situation 
that does not become our Latin American chur- 
ches nor the Latin American continent today. 


"In spite of this fact, many of us, not to speak 
of our predecessors in the ministry of these 
churches, have tried to be teachers of the Gos- 
pel in Latin America. I believe that I am not 
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far from the truth when I say that this pretence 
to be the best and truly authentic teachers of 
the salvation message for the people of Latin 
America has contributed to our inter-Lutheran 
division and perhaps is still hindering the way 
of fraternal cooperation to the eventual unity 
that our churches are seeking...". 


Two important trends seem to be developing with- 
in the Latin American Lutheran community. One 
is a realization that while they are united by 
common adherence to a confession, they are sep- 
arated by tradition, overseas connection, geo- 
graphic distance and local situations. The se- 
cond is acceptance of the fact that isolation is 
not a protective shield but a shell inside which 
they may well smother, in the face of a dramati- 
cally changing Roman Catholic Church, Pentecos- 
talist growth and the mass appeal of sects, the 
impatience of youth and political and social un- 
rest. 


The Jose C. Paz congress spoke to both trends. 
From the outset the question of Latin American 
Lutheran "unity" was secondary to the idea of 
"cooperation". The formation of a Latin Ameri- 
can Lutheran Council suggested by the 1965 Lat- 
in American Lutheran Congress at Lima, Peru was 
seen as premature. Yet the need for regional con- 
tact was emphasized, and steps were taken to 
form special committees to stimulate such in- 
terchange. A practical, regional approach to- 
ward the development of much-needed Christian 
education materials also was formulated. 


Ecumenical Milestone 


On the ecumenical front, the Lutheran represen- 
tatives spoke openly. They adopted a section 
report which acknowledged the presence of the 
Church of Christ wherever "'the gospel is purely 
preached and the sacraments are correctly admin- 
istered", and which urged Lutherans to "break 
their isolation and seek relationships that 
reach beyond the local and regional restrictions 
and surpass the ethnic, socio-political, econo- 
mic and cultural frontiers". In a special ac- 
tion, Lutherans were called on to open them- 
selves to dialogue and cooperation with Roman 
Catholics. 


At the same time, it must be added that while 
Catholic, Methodist, Anglican and other ecumen- 
ical representatives attended the opening of 
the Lutheran meeting, none played a participa- 
tive role. They delivered their greetings and 
then either left or quietly sat back. And, sad- 
ly, Missouri Synod representatives, after play- 
ing an active role throughout the week of study 
and discussion, stayed away virtually in a bloc 
from the closing service of Holy Commmnion. 


Discussion was liveliest when the study section 

on social action presented its report. This 

document opened with the statement: ‘We must 
(more) 
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confess that we are guilty of failure in all our 
actions on behalf of man in Latin America. We 
are in need of forgiveness and renewal". The 
paper specified several areas where commitment 
is needed: to the poor, in regard to illiteracy, 
social justice, housing, reconciliatio of clas- 
ses, against institutionalized violence and in- 
justice. 


Though the report was strongly attacked, mainly 
for its broad self-critical tone (critics main- 
tained that not "all" actions have been fail- 
ures), it was accepted by the congress for dis- 
tribution, as long as readers also get a summary 
of the discussion. 


Evian Follow-up 


The Jose C. Paz meeting was in many ways a fol- 
low-up to the Fifth Assembly of the Lutheran 
World Federation at Evian-les-Bains, France in 
July 1970. Its socially oriented themes carried 
forward, in the Latin American context, the con- 
cerns expressed at the world gathering. 


It was important for world Lutheranism that such 
a tone prevailed at the Jose C. Paz gathering, 
for these churches - more than others in the 
world-wide confession - had a year earlier been 
exposed to a global spotlight. It was not easy 
for the Latin American Lutherans to accept the 
LWF's eleventh-hour decision to move its assem- 
bly site from Porto Alegre, Brazil to the resort 
on Lake Geneva. Reports of political persecu- 
tion and torture, and the fear that the assem- 
bly could either lead to unrest or would be Te 
hibited by government control prompted the LWF's 
executive decision. 


Such a turbulent situation could have been re- 
flected at the Latin American congress. It was 
- but only in the sense that the delegates chose 
to forget the tension of the past and apply the 
questions of the future to their own situation. 


This also, at least at the church legislative 
level, has been the case in Brazil. The pain 
of having had its "host church" status arbi- 
trarily erased, after years of intensive pre- 
paration, still lingers in many quarters. But 
an LWF staff delegation that visited Brazil im- 
mediately following the Jose C. Paz meeting 
came away strengthened by the honesty and open- 
ness of the church there. Its confrontations 
and conversations at times were bruising, but 
the conclusion was a firm declaration by the 
Brazilian church president, the Rev. Karl Gott- 
schald, that it intends to continue to play an 
active role in world Lutheranism. 


It is interesting that the Brazil church has 
been the first in the world Lutheran commnity 
to take a direct stand on human rights, an is- 
sue that dominated the Evian assembly. 


Its statement, together with those from Jose C. 
Paz, will be listened to by all of world Luther- 
anism. Its key section said: 


"As a church we take the position that not even 
an exceptional situation justifies measures which 
violate human rights. In view of the ethical 
principles involved, we deem it necessary as a 
church to call attention to the necessity of 
speaking with the government about these con- 
cerms....we need to oppose all practised abuses 
against even the least of the Brazilians..." 


Neil Mellblom 
Lutheran World Federation 
Staff Writer 


New Trees on Faith and Order Landscape 


Louvain, Belgium (EPS) - In what ways can the 
Christian Church, by manifesting its own unity, 
contribute to the emerging unity of all mankind? 
And how do the current conflicts and advances of 
human society help the Church understand what 
its unity should be? 


In its 51st year of organized existence, the 
Faith and Order Commission met here from August 
2 to 12 in order to study this pair of urgent 
questions. Convened for the first time at a Ro- 
man Catholic institution, the Jesuit College at 
Heverlee, the 135 members plus consultants dis- 
covered a new dimension to the ecumenical quest 
for Christian unity. 


Only three years ago it seemed that the great 
step forward was the inclusion of a strong re- 
presentation of Roman Catholic theologians in 
the membership of the commission. Already it is 
quite evident, however, that Catholic participa- 
tion is accepted as a natural and necessary ele- 
ment of Faith and Order. Members of the many 
Orthodox and Protestant churches were inspired 
by the opening address of the Catholic primate 
of Belgium, Leo Cardinal Suenens. 


And on the Sunday moming he celebrated Mass and 
preached at a service which was as ecumenical in 
character as present policy will allow. Non- 
Catholics could not be invited to receive the 
bread and wine, but in the liturgy and the ser- 
mon by the cardinal there were no aspects that 
excluded any Christian. Admonishing the confer- 
ence to keep faithful to the Gospel, he said: 
"No one today will reproach us for being Chris- 
tians. They will reproach us only for not being 
Christians enough". And he added: ''The world wants 
to see our faith, not to hear our explanations". 
(more) 
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A prominent Dutch Reformed layman, Dr. Max Kohn- 
stamm of the Council of Europe, also spoke at the 
Opening session. Reflecting the daily concerns 
of the marketplace and the arena of politics, he 
urged the Church to be literally pontifex maxi- 
mus, the great bridge-builder between divided 
peoples of the world. 


The previous meeting of the commission was held 
in 1967 at Bristol, Fngland. It raised the ques- 
tion: ‘What is the function of the Church in re- 
lation to the unifying purpose of God for the 
world? What is the relation of the churches' 
quest for unity to the hope for the unity of man- 
kind?" Discussions at Louvain revealed several 
important changes of emphasis in the ecumenical 
movement since Bristol. They included: (1) re- 
cognition of the importance of the struggles 

for economic and human development in many lands; 
(2) the realistic discernment of the universal 
problem of white racism; (3) the comprehensive 
concern in World Council studies to understand 
the meaning of Man--the Humanum; (4) the new 
structure of the World Council adopted at Addis 
Ababa last January. It was against the backdrop 
of these new emphases that the main theme of Lou- 
vain ("The Unity of the Church - the Unity of 
Mankind") took shape. 


This did not signify a turn away from Faith and 
Order's traditional task of "proclaiming the es- 
sential oneness of the Church..."'. Rather it 
was an attempt to raise the question of unity 
from the point of view of the present world sit- 
uation, the place where Christians live. The 
churches are exposed to so many changes, ten- 
sions and conflicts that any discussion of unity 
that did not take account of these would prove 
unrealistic. Thus the commission was divided 
into five sections to consider: the worldwide 
struggle for justice in society; Christians’ 
encounter with people of other religions; the 
effects of prejudicial and institutional racism; 
the place of "marginal" people in church and so- 
ciety,- meaning the physically, mentally or 
otherwise handicapped; and the continuing inter- 
pretation and clashing of cultures. 


It is not possible in a short article to delin- 
eate the discussion at Louvain nor its possible 
results. Nevertheless, particular issues were 
seen to be relevant to Faith and Order's man- 
date. These will be important for the future 
work of the commission. Among the fundamental 
questions that emerged were these: (1) How are 
the diversities of mankind given their rightful 
place and value within the unity we have in 
Christ? This is one dimension of the issue of 
catholicity. It cannot be rightly appreciated 
unless the relation of the Church to the world 
is included. Also apostolicity was seen to 
have ethical and social dimensions today in ad- 
dition to its historical relation to the Early 
Church. (2) How can one commmity embody both 
the priestly mission of reconciliation among 
men (caring for the helpless) and the prophetic 
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mission of identifying and attacking the evils 
that prey on mankind? The Church must be open 
to sinners and yet struggle against sin. To the 
degree that it embraces the diversities of man- 
kind in a catholic unity, to that degree it must 
also have the courage to embrace, purify and make 
fruitful the controversies among men. 


Stemming from these two fundamental questions 
were various sub-themes. These were as follows: 
(a) The question of Man (which underlay the en- 
tire discussion) has an eschatological dimension, 


giving direction and dynamism to the whole, which 


must be ignored; (b) the insistence on the cen- 
trality of the local (all in each place) and an 
emphasis on the Eucharist in this setting as the 
centre of unity in the present, with an eschato- 
logical dimension as well. A key element of 
this unity is fellowship (koinonia). Also it is 
vital to explore the quality of ecclesial umity 
as a way of relating the unity of the Church and 
the unity of mankind. 


(c) Such a discussion inevitably raised the ques- 
tion "From what standpoint is theology done?" 
Louvain seemed to indicate that the use of "'sec- 
ular" categories can be fruitful; indeed it may 
be inevitable since theology does not exist in a 
vacuum - it includes the experience of the theo- 
logian and his relation to other men. That is to 
say, the existence of the human family is a con- 
ditioning and influencing element in the theolo- 
gical work of the churches. Recognizing the 
place of this element means taking the historical 
nature of the Incarnation and the Christian faith 
with the utmost seriousness. 


(d) If this historical nature of the theological 
enterprise is recognized, then the centre of 
unity found in the Eucharist can be meaningfully 
experienced and shared precisely amid the strug- 
gles, conflicts and passions of the world, not 
by avoiding these problems in some attempt to 
rise above them, but by explicitly holding them 
together in a creative tension. In doing this, 
identity can be found and expressed, suffering 
shared, power purified and thus the total com- 
munity is enriched. In this context the EFuchar- 
ist as a sign pointing to the unity of humanity 
in Christ also began to emerge. 


The discussion at Louvain proved that both the 
experience of Christian unity and the unities 
experienced outside the churches should be al- 
lowed and even forced to relate to one another. 
It was clear that the two aspects of the theme, 
although neither identical nor parallel, can 
mutually illumine each other when each is viewed 
in the context of the other. This could help 
Faith and Order's task by better illuminating 
the diversity as well as the givenness of Chris- 
tian unity, and thus demonstrate more convincing- 
ly the unique importance of this unity among the 
unities mankind experiences. 


Almost half the conference time was devoted to 
(more) 
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considering the value and implications of the 
several studies carried on since 1967. The 
achievements are notable. 


(1) In sacramental practicé a distinct conver- 
gence is seen. Already an agreed statement on 
Holy Commmion or Eucharist has been circulated, 
showing how close the churches are coming in 
their theological understanding of the meaning 
of the sacrament. This statement reflects Ortho- 
dox and Roman Catholic thought as well as Pro- 
testant. It points to the practice of inter- 
communion and eventually full communion of chur- 
ches, even though it is not explicitly an agree- 
ment on the legitimacy of such practice at the 
present time. What Faith and Order now desires 
is for the member churches of the World Council, 
and others interested, to give sober considera- 
tion to this statement and react to it. 


(2) A similar statement of convergence on the 
meaning of baptism has been achieved. It im- 
plies a degree of mutual acceptance of Chris- 
tians as members of the church which is far be- 
yond what is conventionally assumed. 


(3) On ordination to the ministry there is like- 
wise a convergence, although not so far advanced 
as on the other two sacraments. 


(4) Efforts towards church union are taking 
shape in two ways. One is the coming together 
in a new church of two or more previously se- 
parated churches. The unions last year in Pak- 
istan and North India were noted especially. 
These involved Anglicans and Lutherans, Metho- 
dists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Dis- 
ciples of Christ, Baptists and Brethren. Ameri- 
cans at Louvain kept talking of the Consultation 
on Church Union, which is intended to unite de- 
nominations of comparable diversity. The other 
way is through bi-lateral conversations on world, 
regional and national levels, in which doctrinal 
understanding and agreement are the focus more 
than structural church union. The Roman Catho- 
lics are engaged in such conversations with de- 
legations of theologians from world confessional 
families. A special study on this subject made 
by Dr. Nils Ehrenstrém and Dr. Gimther Gassmann 
was presented to the commission. 


(5) A special study on the authority of the Bi- 
ble in progress since 1967 was reported on at 
Louvain. It takes into account the current 
state of critical scholarship as well as the 
theological debate. In recent years there has 
been a developing consensus on the relation of 
biblical revelation and the historical tradition 
of the Church. This has made it easier for Pro- 
testants to talk with Catholics and Orthodox. 
But agreement on the authority of the Bible has 
not yet been achieved, and the study will con- 
tinue. 


(6) The commission has a special interest in 
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joint studies conducted by the World Council of 
Churches and the Vatican's Secretariat for Pro- 
moting Christian Unity. Two reports were given, 
the first on definition of the ancient terms 
‘catholicity' and 'apostolicity', the second an 
agreed statement on "Common Witness and Prosely- 
tism". These are clearly of great significance 
for member churches and the Roman Catholic Church. 
They indicate far more agreement than most peo- 
ple would expect, even after the Second Vatican 
Council. 


(7) Strong in the discussions was the concept of 
conciliarity. What is a church council? There 
were the ancient ecumenical councils of Nicea, 
Chalcedon and the like. There are recent coun- 
cils, such as Vatican II, the proposed Orthodox 
synod, and in a unique sense the World Council of 
Churches. Can the goal of the ecumenical move- 
ment be defined in terms of a genuinely universal 
council of Christians? The participants called 
for continued investigation into this question. 


(8) The commission accepted the task of trying to 
formulate a statement of Christian faith in con- 
temporary terms for a broader understanding of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This will not be a 
new creed or detailed confession. It will be in- 
stead the rendering of a verbal "account" to all 
who read or hear it, an account of the faith and 
hope which inform, inspire and compel Christians 
of all churches and traditions. 


(9) Finally, when asked to consider a possible 
revision of the WCC Constitution (purpose and 
function paragraph), the commission recommended 
the following: "To call the churches to the goal 
of visible unity in one faith and in one euchar- 
istic fellowship expressed in worship and in com- 
mon life in Christ, and to advance towards that 
unity in order that the world may believe". Such 
a purpose, if accepted by the WCC, could represent 
a step forward as significant as the statement on 
unity accepted at New Delhi in 1961. 


Decisions about the future work of Faith and Or- 
der until its next meeting in 1974 were made on 
the basis of these varied discussions. Mandates 
were transmitted to the officers, the 25-member 
Working Committee and the Geneva-based staff to 
perfect and carry out. 


In business sessions the commission elected the 
following officers for 1971 to 1974: chairman, 
Prof. John Meyendorff, Orthodox, USA; four vice- 
chairmen, Miss Christian Howard of the Church of 
England, Rev. John Gatu of the Presbyterian 
Church of Kenya, Dom Emmanuel Lanne. 0.S.B. of 
the Roman Catholic Church in France, and Dr. 
Emerito Nacpil of the Methodist Church in the 
Philippines; and chairman of the policy-making 
Working Committee, Prof. J. Robert Nelson of the 
Methodist Church, USA. 
J. Robert Nelson 
Boston University School of Theology 
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News Round-up 


Geneva (EPS) - The second allocation of US 

$ 200,000 by the World Council of Churches to 
combat racism, a draft agreement between a num- 
ber of Protestant churches in Europe on pulpit 
and altar fellowship and the seemingly never 
ending refugee crisis in India dominated the 
ecumenical news scene during the past month. 


The World Council of Churches allocated a fur- 
ther US$ 200,000 for humanitarian purposes such 
as legal aid, and social, health and educational 
services of 17 organizations of oppressed racial 
groups that are actively engaged in combatting 
white racism. Seven organizations supporting 
victims of racial injustice were also among 
those allocated sums ranging from $2,500 to 
$25,000. 


The decision was taken at a scheduled meeting 
of the Council's 26-member Executive Committee 
in Sofia, Bulgaria. 


The allocation, made possible because of con- 
tributions received from churches, organizations 
and individuals, is the second since the WCC's 
120-member policy-making Central Committee set 
up its Programme to Combat Racism in 1969. This 
programme included a special fund of at least 
$500,000 to be "distributed to organizations of 
oppressed racial groups or organizations sup- 
porting victims of racial injustice whose pur- 
poses are not inconsonant with the general pur- 
poses of the World Council...". 


Last year's allocation of the same amount by 
the Executive Committee raised extensive dis- 
cussion mainly in South Africa and Europe but 
was confirmed by the Central Committee when it 
met in Addis Ababa in January this year. 


The South-West Africa People's Organization 
(SWAPO), the Indigenist Association of Paraguay 
in the support of the Mak'a Indians, and the 
Free University for Black Studies in England 
were three of the 24 organizations allocated 
funds here. A broadly based national organi- 
zation in the USA for the legal protection of 
the civil rights of minorities, which is in the 
process of formation, also received a grant. 


Southern Africa continued to be the main focal 

point of the World Council's assistance to com- 
bat racism. Nine organizations, some of which 
are exiled, connected with Rhodesia, South Af- 

rica, Mozambique, Angola and Guinée-Bissao re- 

ceived together $130,000. 


For the first time the World Council of Churches 
allocated funds to North American organizations 
seeking justice and equity for Indians and Mexi- 
can farm workers. At the same time it decided 
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to support the Southern Election Fund which en- 
ables black candidates to run for local politi- 
cal offices in the south of the USA. 


Another allocation was made to an Eskimo organi- 
zation in Canada concentrating on a commmica--_ 
tion and education programme among their people 
to resist industrial exploitation of their lands 
and to obtain compensation for diminishing in- 
come resulting from the disruption of their life 
and loss of territory. 


Organizations in the Latin American nations of 
Paraguay, Bolivia and Colombia that support the 
Indians' efforts to achieve greater economic 
freedom and political representation also re- 
ceived support. 


The basic concept of the special fund is to as- 
sist in the process by which the racially op- 
pressed and powerless people of the world are 
enabled to become powerful, to be self-reliant, 
and to determine for themselves the political 
and social system under which they want to live. 


Draft Agreement 


A draft "Agreement of Reformation Churches in 
Europe" was adopted last month by a widely re- 
presentative conference and will be circulated 
among Lutheran, Reformed and United churches in 
Europe in a continuing process aimed at estab- 
lishment of church fellowship, inter-commmion 
and increased common witness and service. 


Forty-four authorized delegates representing 
more than 60 European churches took part in the 
week-long (September 19-24) drafting sessions at 
Leuenberg near Basel. 


This meeting, as with previous Lutheran-Reformed 
conversations on the European level, was arranged 
under the sponsorship of the Lutheran World Fed- 
eration, World Alliance of Reformed Churches and 
the Faith and Order secretariat of the World 
Council of Churches. 


The present "agreement", it was stressed by parti- 
cipants, is not a final document nor is it neces- 
sarily to be seen as an outline for church "union". 
It will now be submitted to the European churches 
together with a letter requesting them to react 
to the text by March 1973. 


In the course of 1973 a final document is expect- 
ed to be prepared, for resubmission to churches 
for their acceptance. At the end of that process, 
sponsors said, there is a possibility that a for- 
mal European Assembly could be held to act on the 
document. 


As prepared here, the draft opens: ‘'The...chur- 
ches...recognize among themselves on the basis 
of their doctrinal conversations a common under- 
standing of the Gospel which enables them to 
(more) 
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enter into commmion"'. 


Recalling 400 years of division and common his- 
tory, the text reaches the conclusion that "be- 
cause of and insofar as the confessions witness 
to the Gospel as the living word of God in Je- 
sus Christ, they do not foreclose the way to a 
new and binding witness today; they rather open 
it up and call for following this way in the 
freedom of faith". 


The draft opens with a preamble which describes 
the consensus reached by the participating chur- 
ches to date and follows ith a first main sec- 
tion reflecting on changes since the 16th cen- 
tury and the present new situation facing the 
churches. 


A second main section expresses the understand- 
ing of the Gospel, particularly in regard to 
justification by faith, and also points of agree- 
ment on proclamation, baptism and the Eucharist. 


The third section speaks to the mutual '"'condem- 
nations" of the 16th century, declaring that 
Lutheran and Reformed teaching has developed 
further since that time, so that the condem- 
nations have become irrelevant to the churches. 


A final section calls for the actual declaration 
of church fellowship by churches in different 
countries. Here, it is stressed that the goal 
of the process is increased fellowship in wit- 
ness and service. The document underscores the 
need for a continuing effort by the churches to 
articulate an understanding of the Gospel. 


While the draft is not directed toward the pro- 
motion of organizational or structural unions, 
it at the same time states that churches should 
have the freedom also to take this step if they 
find their particular situation demands it. 


Throughout the drafting sessions here, it was 
stressed that the "agreement'' is not seen as a 
move toward formation of a Lutheran-Reformed 
"bloc" - nor as a way to suppress confessional 
identities. 


Rather, observers were of the opinion that the 
"agreement" could have broad ecumenical signifi- 
cance in its intention to remove traditional 
barriers to common action and conversation and 
open still-lingering questions of the Reforma- 
tion in light of present-day situations. 


A Continuation Committee was formed by the con- 
sultation to issue the draft to churches, com- 
pile reactions and plan future steps in the 
dialogue. It is headed by Reformed Prof. Max 
Geiger of Basel, Switzerland and Lutheran Prof. 
Marc Lienhard of Strasbourg, France. 


The Pakistani refugee problem continues to ex- 
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ercise the minds of the politicians and the con- 
science of the world commmity. And over the 
past month monsoon rains made the situation much 
worse for the millions now living in squalid con- 
ditions along the India-Pakistan border. 


The Lutheran World Federation and the World Coun- 
cil of Churches have forwarded money, medical 
supplies and material aid to various refugee cen- 
tres operated by church relief agencies. The Lu- 
therans have provided one million dollars until 
March next year for their refugee centre in the 
Cooch Behar region. It has over 800,000 Paki- 
stani refugees. 


Voluntary agencies, including CASA, the Indian 
churches' relief agency, are cooperating with 
the Indian Government and UNICEF in mounting an 
"Qperation Lifeline" to get sufficient protein 
to the children. But some relief workers believe 
only an airlift can get the necessary food to the 
camps in time. 


West Bengal, north Bihar and Uttar Pradesh are 
all inundated in the worst floods in 100 years. 
More than 20 million people are affected, and in 
some areas 90% of the crop has been lost. CASA 
is now under heavy pressure to meet the emer- 
gency needs of the local population. Food has 
been distributed to more than 30,000 people in 
the affected areas and $22,000 has been made 
available for relief supplies needed immediately. 


In Toronto, Canada churchmen together with poli- 
ticians and diplomats issued a statement urging 
governments "to channel all possible resources 
into a massive emergency programme for famine 
relief in East Pakistan" under UN auspices, to 
make firm commitments to share fairly the econo- 
mic burden imposed on India as she cares for 8.5 
million refugees, and to intervene to save the 
life of Sheik Mujibur Rahman, the East Pakistan 
leader who is on trial in West Pakistan. 


The Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service (CICARWS) of the World Council of 
Churches has made available $15,000 for the pur- 
chase of medical supplies in East Pakistan. They 
will be distributed by the Christian Relief Or- 
ganization, a joint Protestant and Roman Catholic 
body, to the 40 Christian hospitals in the coun- 


try. 


CICARWS is also contributing towards the cost of 
supporting Dr. Muherman Harun, the representative 
of the East Asia Christian Conference in East 
Pakistan. Dr. Harun, an Indonesian physician and 
TB specialist, has been sent to work with the 
East Pakistan Christian Council in drawing up 
short and long-term plans for Christian relief 
and rehabilitation work. 


In his first report from Dacca he said 160,000 

tons of foodgrains - from West Pakistan, Japan, 

China and the United States - were imported into 
(more) 
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East Pakistan in August. Some 42 tons of medi- 
cal supplies came from World Health Organization. 


Mixed Marriages 


World Confessional bodies held important meetings 
in recent weeks. At Cartigny, near Geneva, the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC) an- 
nounced that a joint committee of Reformed, Lu- 
theran and Roman Catholic Churches would meet 
next month to discuss the theology of marriage 
and problems related to mixed marriages. 


In Denver, USA, representatives of World Metho- 
dism approved a four-year emphasis on evangelism, 
set in an ecumenical context wherever possible. 
It has been referred to the 55 member churches 
of the World Methodist Council for ratification 
and implementation. "Every effort shall be made 
to work in concert and in cooperation with other 
communions and churches", the resolution said. 
However, it added, "the human need is so urgent 
and the divine compulsion so great that Metho- 
dists must respond immediately". 


The first meeting of the World YWCA to be held 
in Africa set "Education for Social Change" as 
its programme emphasis for the next four years. 
The YWCA Council recommended that national as- 
sociations restudy what is involved in being a 
Christian movement today, taking a fresh look at 
their programme, membership policies and leader- 
ship. Specific areas for study were human en- 
vironment, peace and disarmament, vocational 
training and work with refugees and migrants. 


It was recommended that all Executive Committee 
members be under 55 years of age on their elec- 
tion and serve no more than two four-year terms. 
To make room for additional representation of 
Asia and Africa, this council meeting elected 
one less member from Europe and North America 
to the 20-member committee. 
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Luther 


Efforts by Christians in Worms, East Germany, 
to persuade the Vatican to rescind the exconmmi- 
cation of Martin Luther were termed "meaningful 
in many ways" by the general secretary of the 
Lutheran World Federation, Dr. André Appel. He 
said they viewed the issue "only on a juridical 
level'' and did not take into account the fact 
that Luther's initiative was the expression of 

a real desire to reform the church. 


"The significance of the present request lies in 
the fact that it comes out of the structure of 
the Catholic Church itself, the Catholic Church 
Council of Worms, which is made up of both lay- 
men and clergy". Lutheran churches have taken 

a "reserved" attitude toward the matter believ- 
ing such an initiative could come only from Rome, 
Dr. Appel said. 


A possible theology of Jewish-Christian relations 
and the present-day relevance of the biblical 
concept of the Promised Land were two of the to- 
pics discussed at length by the World Council of 
Churches' Committee on the Church and the Jewish 
People when it met near Ziirich in September. 


Reports from the various countries represented 
formed the basis for an animated discussion on 
a theology of Jewish-Christian relations. 


A discussion on the Middle East was introduced 
by Prof. Hans-Ruedi Weber, WCC staff member res- 
ponsible for biblical studies. On the basis of 
recent exegetical studies on the promise of the 
land in the Old Testament, he sought "clues for 
the understanding of the Middle East situation 
that might arise out of the biblical intrepreta- 
tion''. His paper is due to be published later 
this year in one of the World Council's quarter- 
lies. 


EPS 


Periscope 


Roman _Catholic-Anglican-United Church College Opened 


The Atlantic School of Theology in Halifax, Nova Scotia was inaugurated last month to be the principal 
theological school for clergy of the United Church, Roman Catholic and Anglican churches. Fomerly 
three separate colleges in the area served the churches. Provision has been made for special courses 
required for ordination by each of the participating churches. Father Lloyd J. Robertson, a Roman Catho- 
lic, was installed as the first principal. 


Congregations Plan to Share Abbey 


Selby Abbey, in Yorkshire England, may soon be shared by Methodists. A plan will be put to congregations 
from both denominations in the Selby area for sharing the abbey. It has been drawn up by a joint conmmit- 
tee but would only go ahead if fully supported by members of both churches. The committee recommends 
that each group would have equal rights to the church for services, Sunday schools and exhibitions. 
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World Methodist Council Enlarged in Membership and Scope 

A new constitution aimed at increasing the role of Third World Churches and ending American and British 

domination of the World Methodist Council was adopted at the recent meeting of the World Methodist Coun- 
cil. Delegates to the council, which meets every five years, voted 315 to 10 in favour of the new char- 
ter, which doubles the executive committee presidium for a single president. Under the new plan, all of 
the 55 member churches, regardless of size, will be assured of at least one seat on the executive unit. 


1975 Baptist Congress to Meet in Stockholm 


The Executive Committee of the Baptist World Alliance has selected Stockholm, Sweden as the site for its 
13th Baptist World Congress in July 1975. 


Finns for Church-State Separation 


A comprehensive report calling for separation of church and state has been issued by a special committee 
of the Social Democratic Party, Finland's dominant political group. Two members of the committee are 
clergymen of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland, the 4.6-million member state Church which re- 
presents 98% of the nation's population. The report urges the state to be "“uncommitted'' as regards re- 
ligion and that the Lutheran Church be completely independent without government support and restric- 
tions. Under the proposed recommendations, churches could continue to levy a tax upon parishioners for 
the work of the church, but the present right to additionally tax corporations and companies would be 
abolished. Business taxes currently account for 14% of the total church income. 


Fresh Thinking Needed in Indian Churches 


Calling for a fresh orientation to ecclesiology in India, Dr. J. Radha Krishan hoped that "some theolo- 
gical thinking may open the mind of the church in India to a brotherly response to the very fine Indian 
religious heritage". He was giving one of the main addresses at the 17th Assembly of the National Chris- 
tian Council of India, meeting at Kottayam in Kerala, August 31 to September 5. He added, 'We are cal- 
led upon today not only to show the compassion of Christ but also the universality of His redemptive 
sacrifice and the power of his resurrection in terms of a commmity of faith called out not to stand 
opposed to the world but to show Christ-like victory within it". He also called for a larger commmnity 
of faith in India, affirmation of the truly human and of "secular holiness". Observers from the Syrian 
Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church attended the meeting. 


Builders of Peace in Cyprus 


A peace-making mission to Cyprus begun in 1965 by Roy Calvocoressi, an English lawyer, with aid from the 
World Council of Churches, has succeeded in repairing 44 of the 55 houses that once comprised the ruined 
village of Kidasi. Turkish families, reassured by the efforts of the work team, have moved into 24 of 
the rebuilt houses. The island has a 77% Greek and 18% Turkish population and the goal of the mission 
was to help these two groups to learn to live together. The present members of the team, a French Roman 
Catholic priest, two Anglicans - one English and one Canadian - and an Irish Presbyterian, hope that the 
Greek and Turkish Cypriot authorities will sign an accord to repopulate 20 to 30 villages this year. 


Dr. Walker Says World Sees Australia as ‘Racist! 

Dr. Alan Walker, president of the New South Wales Methodist Conference, said Australia has gained an in- 
ternational reputation as a 'racist' nation and is "likely to face some torrid years ahead" because of it. 
Dr. Walker blamed Australian immigration and sporting policies, and the treatment of aboriginals here for 
the nation's reputation as a 'racist' nation. 


Dr. Knutson - Ordaining Women is Right 

The American Lutheran Church (ALC) acted properly when it voted in 1970 to ordain women as ministers, Dr. 
Kent S. Knutson, ALC president, says in an article in the current issue of the Lutheran Standard, ALC 
magazine. Dr. Knutson made the statement in referring to a request from the Lutheran Church-Missour1 
Synod that it cease ordaining women. He said disagreement over the issue would be no reason to discon- 
tinue altar and pulpit fellowship between the church bodies, as urged by some Missouri Synod members. 


Clergymen Ask Representation in Prison Probe 

Fifteen clergymen held a prayer service outside Gov. Nelson Rockefeller's office here as they sought to 
see him to make demands for prison reforms in the wake of the tragedy at Attica State Prison. They re- 
quested religious representation on state investigation panels of the Attica events, which resulted in _ 
the deaths of 40 persons when police stormed the facility to recapture it from revolting inmates. Rabbi 
Balfour Brickner of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations announced that New York State clergy are 
being asked to join together in a push for prison reforms. "Inmates are humans, not animals", he said. 
"I£ clergymen are too busy to be interested in prison reform, then I pity the synagogues and churches of 
this state". 
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People in the News 

Anglican Bishop Ralph Dean of the Cariboo diocese of the Anglican Church in Canada, one-time executive 
officer of the Worldwide Anglican Communion, became the sixth archbishop of the ecclesiastical province 
and the first to be elected in an open meeting. The election meeting at St. John's church here was a 
break with tradition. Previously, archbishops were chosen in private meetings of the six bishops in 
British Columbia. 


H. DeWitt Barnett, a Quaker born in Shanghai, has been hired as a consultant by the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) to promote relationships with the Chinese. He will work on "people-to-people" 
relations in the Disciples' Division of Overseas Ministries, and will serve as consultant for a minimun 
of two years. 


Juan Pamplona, pastor and leader in the Convention of Philippine Baptist Churches, arrives in the United 
States this month for a six-month period as guest missiomary to American Baptist churches. 'He will be 
ministering to American Baptist churches from the vantage of the special insights he brings from his own 
land", an announcement said. 


The Rev. Hugh B. Sherlock, St. Johns, Antigua, West Indies, president of the Methodist Church in the 
Caribbean and the Americas, has been appointed secretary of the Geneva office of the World Methodist 
Council. 


Captain Jan fmer, deputy director of the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of 
the World Council of Churches and director of emergencies has been appointed resident representative of 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in Macao... Capt. @rner, Church of Norway, starts work 
with UNHCR on October 1. He takes up residence in Macao at the beginning of November. 


Miss Pamela Gruber has been seconded from the WCC to the Australian churches Action for World Develop- 
ment programme as national leaders training director. Over the next 12 months she will devise training 
courses to be used in a national study campaign. 


Prof. André Dumas of the Protestant Faculty of Theology in Paris and leader of the Reformed Church of 
France has been appointed the Harry Emerson Fosdick visiting Professor at Union Theological Seminary, 
New York, for the autumn tern. 


George H. Dunne, s.j., who has been general secretary of SODEPAX since its inception in January 1968, 
retired on October 1. He says that, other than fishing and raising cabbages, he doesn't know what in 
the world he will do. ) 


Dr. Matthew Lynn, 67, a former moderator of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. (southern), has been named the 
first head of a new Presbytery of the Covenant covering 54 Texas counties. He resigned as pastor of 
First Presbyterian church, Midland, where he served 24 years, to take the post of general presbyter of 
the new regional unit. The Presbytery of the Covenant, which will begin operations in January, combines 
the Northeast Texas Presbytery and parts of a Central Union Presbytery. It has 110 congregations with 
42,905 members. 


The Rev. William C. Larkin, 30, a former district executive of the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, 
is the new associate general secretary of the Consultation on Church Union (COQU). He succeeds the Rev. 
W. Clyde Williams who has become president of Miles College in Birmingham. COQ represents nine Protes- 
tant denominations working toward union. Both Mr. Larkin and Mr. Williams are black. | 


The Rev. Carl H. Mau, associate general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation since 1963, will 
become general secretary of the USA national committee of the LWF in September 1972. He will succeed 
Dr. Paul C. Empie who will retire next summer. 


Barbara B. Ranson died on September 1, 1971, in Lakeville, Connecticut, USA after a long illness. She 
was the wife of the Rev. Charles W. Ranson, formerly general secretary of the International Missionary 
Council, Dean of the Theological School of Drew University, and a president of the Methodist Church in 
Ireland. 


Bishop Charles H.W. de Soysa, 64, of Ceylon, has died in England following an operation for a heart 
ailment. He was bishop of the diocese of Colombo of the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon and 
was also the principal of the Divinity School in Colombo, He had been actively involved in the East 
Asia Christian Conference since the inaugural Assembly in Kuala Lumpur in 1959, 


Dr. Ingo Braecklein, 65, Bishop of Thuringia, has been elected as the new senior bishop of the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church (VELK) in East Germany. The election, at the Lutheran General Synod on 
September 17th in Dresden, was by 26 votes with 4 abstentions. 


Lic. Karl Immer, 55, the new president of the Evangelical Church in the Rhineland, was inducted into his 
new office on September 12th in Diisseldorf by the previous president, Dr. Joachim Beckmann. 


Eberhard Miller has, at his own request, resigned as director of the Bad Boll Evangelical Academy on the 
completion of his 65th year. At the end of World War II he realized a project which he had shared with 
Prof. Helmut Thielicke, Bishop Hans Lilje and the then Bishop of Wirtemburg, Theophil Wurm - the founding 
of the first Evangelical Academy in Germany. 
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European Baptist Leaders Plan for Evangelism 


Representatives of 13 Baptist unions which cooperate through the European Baptist Federation met in Am- 
sterdam recently to plan strategy for evangelism. Joseph B. Underwood, consultant in evangelism for 
the Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention (US) talked of the need for spiritual re- 
newal and the rediscovery of the laity and lay involvement in world evangelism. He introduced sugges- 
tions for witness and for expressions of reconciliation which could be applied where most suitable. 
These suggestions had been collected from many Baptist unions around the world. Representatives of the 
European unions strongly emphasized the need for evangelism projects that would be most appropriate for 
their individual countries. It was recognized that in some cases the methods, materials, and even the 
timing would have to be changed to accommodate the varying situations and the social and religious back- 
grounds. 


European Bible Translators Meet 


The second European seminar for Bible translators was held recently in the East German city of Halle. 
Present were 61 participants from 18 countries representing Roman Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox 
churches. Lectures included philosophy of language and communication; theory and practice of transla- 
tion. In workshops modern translation principles were applied to biblical passages in the different 
languages of Europe. 


"Seafarers in the Seventies" 


The working group of the International Christian Maritime Association which groups together Protestant 
and Roman Catholic missions to seamen and some secular welfare bodies met recently in Bremen, West Ger- 
many. The group finalised the theme for the inaugural meeting of the Association, which will take place 
in London next year, as "Seafarers in the Seventies''. The conference will discuss methods of pastoral 
care for seafarers and their families, problems relating to pre-sea training and the working life of 
sailors and the needs of ethnic groups on board ships. 


Publication of Investments Demanded 


America's three major Lutheran churches have been asked to issue summaries of both their financial in- 
vestments and their investment practices. The request was put forth by the General Assembly of the 
lutheran Student Movement, an organization which was created two years ago by college and university 
students from the three churches. Adopted as a resolution, the action asked that the bodies "be re- 
quested to provide for publication in their respective mass circulation publications, abstracts and/or 
summaries of their holdings in securities and real estate". The three churches represented are the 
American Lutheran Church, the Lutheran Church in America and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 


From a Beautiful Ceremony to a Profession of Faith 


The Waldensian church in South America has decided to restore to the ceremony of confimation its char- 
acter of a profession of faith by removing all that made the ceremony too solem. In particular the 
Holy Communion has been separated from the confirmation ("to take Commmion" had, in fact, become syn- 
onymous with "being confirmed"). Another change made is that candidates for confirmation will now make 
their profession of faith in their local commnity, instead of in the cathedral or most important church 
in the area, so that even in the most remote villages, confirmation will be possible in the presence of 
members of the family. 


New Structure Proposed for U.S. Church Council 

The General Board of the National Council of Churches (USA) approved a plan to reorganize the 33-member 
council and expressed the hope that the constituency would be considerably broadened as soon as reorgan- 
ization is achieved. Backbone of the new proposed structure would be a Governing Board of 350 persons 
that would meet twice a year to make policy, approve budgets and issue official pronouncements. 


Number of Lutherans Stands at 73,307,479 

A healthy surge in Lutheran membership in Africa plus notable gains in Asia and Australasia could not 
check heavy losses sustained by Lutheranism in the rest of the world, according to a annual global 
Lutheran membership survey published by the Lutheran World Federation in Geneva. The total baptized 
membership of the communion is down about two per cent - or 1,816,736 fewer adherents - from last year's 
figure to a new level of 73,307,479 Lutherans throughout the world. The general summary of figures re- 
ceived here from Lutheran churches, missions, and congregations shows that there are 57,886,619 Lutherans 
(down one per cent) in addition to 15 ,420,860 Lutherans (down seven per cent) in Union churches in 
Germany - denominations with both Lutheran and Reformed membership. Lutheranism is the third largest 
grouping of Christians following the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches. 
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Methodists in Estonia Reported Increasing 

Since the end of World War II, Methodists in Estonia - a part of the Soviet Union - have increased from 
750 to 2,300. There are 14 congregations and 16 clergymen. Bishop Ole Borgen of Stockholm is officially 
in charge of Methodism in the Soviet land. 


Rhineland Church Establishes Fund for Programme to Combat Racism 

The officers of the Evangelical Church in the Rhineland have now opened two special accounts with the 
Loan Company of the Evangelical Congregations in the Rhineland (Duisburg) into which gifts may be paid 
for the WCC's Programme to Combat Racism. One of the accounts is for gifts to the Programme as a whole, 
the other is for gifts earmarked for the Special Fund to help humanitarian projects of organizations 
established by oppressed racial groups or to aid victims of racial discrimination. In accordance with 
the instructions of the Rhineland Synod, in those cases where the donor does not specify the account in- 
to which he wishes his gift to be paid, the officers of the Church are at liberty to designate this. 


The Deaconess in; the Church of Tomorrow 


50 representatives from deaconess communities around the world said the existing situation of their com- 
munities is out of date and have asked that their role be redefined to meet the needs of modern society. 
Meeting at the Ecumenical Institute near Geneva they said in a final report that the Church's concern 
with problems on the world level must not lead it to neglect the problems of the individual. 


Hungarian Television Series on the Bible 

Hungarian Television has put out the first of a series of eight programmes dealing with the Bible. In 
the introduction to the series the aim is described as to inform viewers of the origin, content and sig- 
nificance of the Bible, its social and political influence through the centuries and its influence on 
art. Among those cooperating in the series are Prof. Josef Felegyhazy of the Catholic Theological Facul- 
ty in Budapest, Prof. Laszlo Padozky of the Reformed Theological Academy and Santor Schreiber, Jewish 
religious scholar and head of the Rabbinate Seminary. 


Fancy That: 

"Just not the done thing'' for "gentlemen" parsons! Although it is still regarded in England as "ungen- 
tlemanly" for a parson seeking a parish to apply to anyone other than a bishop or a patron of a living, 
Church Vacancies, an unofficial employment exchange is continuing to meet with great success. Every 
week between 80 and 100 Anglican parsons make use of this organization which, despite official protocol, 
lists all parish vacancies in the Church of England. The parsons using its services are mainly retum- 
ing from overseas and unable to find a post immediately in a parish. The service was stafted over 70 
years ago and in the years has advertized about 40,000 vacancies. 


Photo Oikoumene 


The 25-member Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches experienced the richness of the Ortho- 
dox liturgy and the friendliness of the Bulgarian churchmen during its recent five-day meeting in Sofia 
(see page 3). In addition it was gratified to learn that ecumenical efforts are blossoming in this 
Eastern European country. 


Opposite Page: (945) Professors at the Theological Academy of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church in Sofia 
recently completed a 10-year project of translating the New Testament. They invited comments from a 
Protestant scholar and a Roman Catholic so the finished work would be acceptable to all three confes- 
sions. The United Bible Societies are shipping paper from Switzerland and printing of the new version 
will be done on Bulgarian presses. The Bible Committee (right to left): A. Milev, B. Piperov, A. Bonchev 
(chairman), Bishop Nikolai, I. Markovsky, G. Tsarev and S. Slavov. (946) Dome of the Old Cathedral in j 
Sofia being renovated. (947) During Executive Committee's visit to the Theological Academy Methodist 
Bishop Roy C. Nichols (left) of the USA was photographed with Metropolitan Enilianos, representative of 
the Ecumenical Patriarch, and Archimandrite Dometian, secretary of the Holy Synod of the Bulgarian Church ~ 
and former Bossey student. 


Back Page: (948) The three women members of the Executive Committee: Miss Pauline Webb, vice-chairman; 
Dr. Takeda Cho, one of six WCC presidents; and Mrs, Janet Wesonga. (949) Miss Webb presiding over a ses- — 
sion of the committee (950) Committee Chairman M.M. Thomas of India is greeted by Bulgarian Patriarch 
Maxim. (951) Metropolitan Nikodim of Bulgaria with Prof. T. Sabev, an Executive Committee member. (952) 
Two members silhouetted against the black and white facade of the famous monastery of Rila. 
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CWME ASSEMBLY SWITCHED 

TO BANGKOK, FOCUS SET 

Montreux (EPS) - The World Conference on Salvation Today and the Third Assem- 
bly of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism (CWME) which immediately 
follows it are to be held in Bangkok, Thailand, from 29th December, 1972 through 
12th January, 1973. This is the first meeting of the full CWME since the 1963 


assembly in Mexico City. 


This was decided at a meeting of the committee of CWME here 27th September to 


2nd October. 


(An earlier decision to meet in Indonesia was reconsidered after the World 
Council of Churches' Executive Committee at its recent meeting in Sofia desig- 
nated Indonesia as the site of the next WCC assembly in 1975. It was not felt 


wise to have two major WCC meetings in the same country in such a brief span.) 


Participants in the World Conference on Salvation will number approximately 
250 persons including 84 delegates from CWME's 44 affiliated councils plus 
42 persons named by the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 


who will constitute the assembly. 


Taking as its theme "Salvation Today", the Conference will listen to the 
contemporary search for salvation and reflect on it in the light of the Bible. 
On the basis of this reflection the participants will then seek to celebrate 
their common experience of salvation in Christ and to translate their reflec- 


tion into action in terms appropriate for today. 


During its Montreux meeting the CWME worked on programme proposals drafted by 
staff. It approved a plan calling for broadly-based pre-assembly study of a 
collection of "testimonies" by secular and religious authors which illustrate 
the search for salvation among men and women in many different situations and 
geographical settings. In Bangkok participants will engage in a series of 
groups exploring the main theme in terms of their own belief and commitment to 


salvation in Christ. 


"In these groups we will sit under God in an effort to experience the need for 
salvation, as well as being informed about it", explained Bishop Chiu Ban-It. 
Participants will choose the method most congenial to their temperament; some 
groups will do formal Bible study, others will use the meditative approach, 
while some will approach the question through music and the arts. 


They will examine the implications of the theme for both individual and cor- 
(more) 
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porate action in four sections each with three sub-sections. Tentative titles 
approved at Montreux are: I. "Salvation in the Context of Cultural Identi- 
ties"; II. "Salvation in Social Justice Today"; III. "The Salvation of Chur- 


ches in their Inter-relationships"; IV. "Salvation within Human Horizons". 


The point of departure for each sub-section will be one or two "action reports" 
by persons working in a situation that cries out for a specific form of salva- 


tion or one in which salvation is being manifested. 


Among topics suggested for Section I will be dialogue with people of another 
living faith and Christian witness within and to those of minority cultures. 
The Social Justice section will touch on violence and salvation, development 
and local struggles for liberation in terms of decisions confronting CWME's 

affiliated councils. The actions of mission boards and agencies will be the 
direct focus of Section III. Section IV will look at the boundaries of hu- 
man life, and seek to see salvation in relation to views of the future set 


forth by science, Marxism and the Church. 


Some members of the committee at Montreux questioned whether it was justifi- 
able to apply the word salvation to human experiences when "the biblical con- 


cept is different from the way the world uses the word". 


"We are not suggesting", said Canon John Taylor of London, "that political 
salvation in any situation is the whole of salvation in that situation. But 
it is salvation in the full biblical sense. Out of action and an understand- 


ing of human salvation we hope to move on to the deeper meanings of salvation". 


Prof. Hans Margull of Hamburg stressed the need to make the histoLrealearer.— 
mation clear. "We have 1,900 years of Christian tradition behind us", he 
said. "We have been led to this point because of our historical affirmation 


that salvation is in Christ Jesus". EPS 


CONGO PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
UP FOR WCC MEMBERSHIP 


Geneva (EPS) - The Presbyterian Church in the Congo was provisionally accepted 
for membership in the World Council of Churches when the Executive Committee 
met last month in Sofia. The application now goes to the WCC's Central Com- 
mittee for final action. The Presbyterian Church, with headquarters in Lulua- 
bourg, is one of the communions forming the Eglise du Christ au Congo (formerly 
the Congo Protestant Council). It has a total membership of 150,000 and 87 
parishes with 860 worship centres. EPS 
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ACTION OF WHITE FATHERS 

COMMENDED TO PROTESTANTS 

Montreux (EPS) - The recent action of the White Fathers, a Roman Catholic mis-— 
sion order, in withdrawing from Mozambique was commended to the attention of 
Protestant mission agencies by the committee of the Commission on World Mis- 


sion and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. 


A resolution passed here October 2 said: "The committee has noted the decision 
taken by the General Council of the White Fathers last May to withdraw all its 
missionaries from Mozambique because it judged that for them a point had been 
reached where their continued presence looked like tacit collusion with an un- 
just regime and a betrayal of their solidarity with Africans in other parts of 
Africa; andcommends their action to the attention of all the member bodies of 
the CWME who, now or in the future, may find themselves at a similar point of 


crisis both in Mozambique and in other countries". 


The resolution will be sent to the 44 affiliated councils which comprise the 


Commission on World Mission and Evangelism. 


Dr. Philip Potter, director of the CWME, told Ecumenical Press Service that 
the resolution stems from a concern to assist churches and mission agencies 
which are in situations where human rights and religious liberty are endan- 
gered. Consultations have been held, he said, with mission agencies and church 
boards over the past 18 months on the issues raised for the churches in south- 


ern Africa, particularly in Rhodesia and Mozambique. 


After the withdrawal of the White Fathers from Mozambique the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference there issued a statement which said: "Happily the attitude of this 
institute (i.e. the White Fathers) was not shared by the other congregations 
working in Mozambique where they are doing work of a missionary nature and of 
social advancement that is worthy of the highest praise. In the same way those 
in charge of other non-Catholic Christian churches, in spite of meeting diffi- 
culties which are not less, persevere in their witness of faith and of love 


for the populations they serve". 


While Roman Catholic missions occupy a privileged position vis-a-vis the Portu- 
guese State, Dr. Potter noted, and are therefore expected to conform to its 
policies, Protestant missions are allowed to work without any obvious privi- 
leges. Thus their position is delicate and any action taken must be seriously 


weighed in terms of its effects on the Mozambique people among whom they work. 


However, the CWME committee at Montreux still wished to encourage the churches 
(more) 
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and mission agencies to re-think their presence and role in Mozambique and in 
other countries. under similar pressures in the light of actions such as that 


of the White Fathers. 


In other actions the CWME welcomed the news that a consultation would be held 
next March involving missions and churches that work among the Indians of Latin 
America. Last February a consultation of Latin American anthropologists meet- 
ing in Barbados criticised the exploitation of Indian labour and suggested the 
eventual suspension of all missionary activity among the Indians. Reactions 

to the Barbados Declaration are being studied and the subject will be taken up 


in a forthcoming issue of the International Review of Mission. EPS 


TIMELY TEXTS ON SALVATION 
TO AID PRE-ASSEMBLY STUDY 
Montreux (EPS) - A collection of contemporary "testimonies" from different parts 
of the world, by both secular and religious authors, will provide a focal point 
for the preparation of the World Conference on Salvation Today during the clos- 


ing days of 1972. 


A draft version of the collection presented to the CWME committee here last 
week included contributions from an Italian "Christian without a church" (Ig- 
nazio Silone), a former Ugandan football player (Okot p'Bitek), a black Ameri- 
can novelist (James Baldwin) and a young Romanian refugee now living in Germany 


(Petru Dumitriu). 


The Conference on Salvation Today is a major feature of the Third Assembly of 
the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism (CWME) to be held in Bangkok, 
Thailand. It will occupy the first 10 days of the 14-day meeting scheduled for 
29th December, 1972 through 12th January, 1973. 


An international version of the contemporary texts will be circulated next 
spring in English, but it is hoped that they can be translated into many other 
languages so that they can be discussed by broadly-based study groups in each 
country. These groups will be asked to search out their own texts to enrich 


the collection. 


A number of scholars competent in biblical exegesis and various theological 
traditions will come together in March to work on the biblical concept of sal- 
vation. Their findings will go to conference participants in May together with 


a number of essays reflecting on the collection theologically. 
(more) 
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According to Dr. Thomas Wieser, secretary for the Salvation Today Study, the 
testimonies seek to sensitize Christians to the many ways in which salvation 
is being expressed, to show that salvation is personal but also social and to 
ask whether it is necessarily confined within the boundaries of the Church. EPS 


PRESSURE ON CHURCH HOSPITALS 

TO JOIN NATIONAL PLANS GROWS 

Montreux (EPS) - In recent weeks the Christian Medical Commission (CMC) of the 
World Council of Churches has received pleas for assistance from government of- 
ficials in Botswana and Papua-New Guinea. During this same period directors 

of church-sponsored medical facilities in Uganda and India sent SOS signals 

to the Geneva-based commission. All requested help in drawing up plans to in- 
tegrate Protestant and Roman Catholic medical services with government-owned 


facilities. 


Mr. James McGilvray, CMC director, told the committee of the Commission on 
World Mission and Evangelism meeting here last week that church agencies are 
experiencing increasing pressure from Third World governments to coordinate 


their hospitals with national health plans. 


"I expect this trend to become widespread in many lands within the next few 
years", he predicted. Helping the churches handle this pressure is one of 
CMC's top priorities, he said. Another priority is national and regional 
workshops with church leaders and government health personnel to discuss the 


philosophy of community health care. 


"Some medical missionary mandarins say we are forsaking individual care", noted 
Mr. McGilvray. "But we're concerned about the 65% of the population in coun- 
tries of Asia, Africa and Latin America who get no care while only 15% of the 
people are reached by the hospitals. CMC is working with the skilled person- 
nel of these hospitals to see whether they can play a more relevant role in 


ministering to the whole community. 


A third type of CMC activity is studies on the Church and its healing ministry. 
Together with the University of Birmingham in.England a study is being under- 
taken on the Christian understanding of health. Another study is concerned 


with "Understanding Death--an Event or a Process?" EPS 
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CHURCH MISSION TO SUDAN 


Geneva (EPS) - A six-man delegation from the World Council of Churches and the 
All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) will visit Khartoum next week to fol- 
low up initiatives taken last May by a similar WCC-AACC delegation which met 
members of the Sudan Council of Churches and government officials and discussed 
possible ecumenical contributions in the fields of reconciliation and relief in 


Sudan. 


Members of the World Council team are Mr. Kodwo Ankrah and Mr. Helmut Reuschle 
of the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service, and Mr. Leo- 
poldo Niilus, director of the Commission of the Churches on International Af- 

fairs. The AACC will be represented by the Rev. Aaron Su, the Rev. Samuel Bo- 
kasa and Mr. P.W. Kylstra. EPS 


WCC RECEIVES THANKS FOR UNITA GRANT 


Geneva (EPS) - The Programme to Combat Racism of the World Council of Churches 
has received a letter from the National Union for the Total Independence of An- 
gola (UNITA) expressing thanks for the $7,500 it received recently from the 


Fund to Combat Racism. 


"The stand of the WCC in helping freedom movements without regard to political 
maneuvers is a courageous one and will deserve all consideration from the peo- 
ples concerned", the letter stated. It was written on behalf of the Central 


Committee of UNITA in Angola. 


The grant to UNITA, one of 24 approved by the WCC Executive Committee in Septem- 
ber at Sofia, will be used for literacy training, health care and improved agri- 
cultural methods in liberated areas of Angola. EPS 


TRIBUTE PAID TO EVANGELISM SECRETARY 


Montreux (EPS) - The post of evangelism secretary will be continued in the 
World Council of Churches as the result of a decision taken here last week by 


the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism. 


At the same time the commission paid tribute to the Rev. Walter Hollenweger who 
has left the council to become the first professor of mission at the University 
of Birmingham, England. During his six years at the council Dr. Hollenweger 

was particularly successful in making contacts with Latin American Pentecostals 


and black Pentecostals in the USA and in utilizing radio/TV for evangelization. 
EPS 
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BOSSEY GRADUATE SCHOOL 

ENROLLS 40 STUDENTS 

Geneva (EPS) - In a world in which human life is subject to rapid changes in 
technology, biology and social relationships, will man succeed in adapting 


himself to his changing world and in exercising some control over it? 


This is one of the questions to be studied during the 20th session of the Grad- 
uate School of Ecumenical Studies at Chateau de Bossey near here. Some 40 stu- 
dents from all parts of the world are enrolled in the course on "Participation 


in Change". 


In his opening address, Prof. Michael Keeling emphasized that although we can- 
not avoid being affected by change, it is realistic to suppose that much of 

the change we experience results from human initiative somewhere. This means, 
Prof. Keeling said, that we shall be interested primarily in the existence of 
human structures (political, social, economic) and in the value-systems which 


support or contest them. 


The main work of the Graduate School will be done in small seminar groups con- 
sidering areas with particular relevance to the main theme; for example, educa- 
tion for change, the psychological, biological and sociological reasons under- 
lying resistance to change, and the relation between change and biblical views 


of Man and of God. 


Since its founding 20 years ago, 900 students have passed through the Graduate 
School. _Among the professors teaching in the present session are H.J. Hoffmann- 
Nowotny, Institute of Sociology in Ziirich; Rolf Rendtorff, professor of Old 
Testament in West Germany; Francois Bovon, Protestant Faculty, University of 
Geneva; Roger Mehl, Protestant Faculty, University of Strasbourg; Robert Mouton, 
a nuclear biologist from Belgium; and Henri Tajfel, professor of social psycho- 
logy at the University of Bristol, U.K. The students will also hear Dr. W.A. 
Visser 't Hooft, honorary president of the WCC, and Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 


its general secretary. po. 


POTTER REASSESSES MISSION 
ON CWME'S 50th BIRTHDAY 


Montreux (EPS) - When John R. Mott and J.H. Oldham founded the International 
Missionary Council just 50 years ago they saw it as a forum where missionaries 
could trade ideas on how to take the Christian gospel to the non-Christian 


world. Today the crisis of faith present on all six continents considerably 
(more) 
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complicates the task of mission, according to Dr. Philip Potter, director of 
the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism (CWME) of the World Council of 


Churches. 


During the recent weeklong meeting of the committee of CWME, the members attend- 
ed a reception given by Mr. and Mrs. Alexandre van Bercham at the Chateau de 
Crans near Geneva. Here, in 1920, an international missionary conference was 


held leading to the founding of the IMC the next year at Lake Mohonk, New York. 


Contrasting the early years of the IMC with CWME's task today, Dr. Potter said 
the pioneers considered a "motivation ta mission" as sufficient grounds for 


cooperation and deliberately excluded facing doctrinal differences. 


"Today the world will not let us avoid the theological issues", he said. ie 
the CWME assembly in Bangkok tries to escape from considering the content of 
the Gospel and its relevance for the world, I fear our credibility will be se- 


verely damaged. This is why we have put salvation at the heart of our assembly". 


"Discussions within the Faith and Order Commission on conciliarity have also 
forced us to ask how far international cooperation can bring to birth the new 
things required by the times", said Dr. Potter. "Today the need is not simply 
for counsel but for commitment. The question is whether we are willing to face 
within our own churches the controversial character of the missionary task in 


versial world". 
a controversial w EPS 


THEOLOGIANS SUPPORT KUNG 


Marburg, Germany (EPS) - Some 290 leading Protestants and Roman Catholics in 
Europe and North America have signed a declaration of solidarity with Dr. Hans 
Kiing of Tiibingen, two of whose books are under investigation by the Congrega- 
tion for the Doctrine of the Faith in Rome. They support Dr. Kiing's demand 
for “an unconditional and unrestricted access to the pertinent dossier of the 
Holy Congregation...so that he may respond in every appropriate manner out of 


a full knowledge of the objections brought against his books" (The Church and 


Infallible? An Inquiry). 

Signers of the declaration include: Germany-Eberhard Bethge, Helmut Gollwitzer, 
Ernst Kasemann, Wilhelm Niesel, Wolfhart Pannenberg, H.E. Todt, Heinz-Dietrich 
Wendland; USA-Markus Barth, Robert McAfee Brown, Franklin Littell, Michael Novak, 
Schubert M. Ogden, Edward S. Skillin, Leonard Swidler; Great Britain-Walter Hol- 


lenweger, E.A. Payne, J.K.S. Reid; Switzerland-Nikos Nissiotis, Heinrich Ott, 


Eduard Thurneysen; Netherlands-A.J. Bronkhorst; Denmark-Kristen E. Skydsgaard. 
EPS 
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COMMON MARKET DEBATE 
ENTERS THE PULPIT 


London (EPS) - British church leaders have joined in discussion over 
Britain's entry into the European Common Market. Although the issue is 
primarily one of politics and economics, the church leaders agree that 
the future of the European Economic Community is of great concern to 
Christians. Many clergy are expressing support for membership in 


sermons and church periodicals. 


In "the great debate", bishops and clergy are among the leading pro- 
Marketeers although the British Labour Party at its recent annual confer- 


ence voted five to one against Britain's entry. 


The Bishop of Guildford, Dr. George Reindorp, said in his October diocesan 

letter, "As a Christian, I want to cement more closely the bonds of culture, 
the treasures of literature, the realms of music, all the common aspirations 
which make Europe and ourselves natural partners and span the minor differ- 


ences of language and custom." 


Other outspoken pro-Marketeers include the Bishop of Southwark, Dr. Mervyn 
Stockwood; of Chester, Dr. Gerald Ellison; of Chichester, Dr. Roger P. 


Wilson; and of Exeter, Dr. Robert Mortimer. 


Bishop Stockwood, one of the most ardent advocates of British membership, 
wrote in his diocesan letter this month of the need for a united European 


"family" to avoid a repetition of past conflicts. 


"The fact is Britain cannot exist by itself. Britain is part of Europe 
and its people are Europeans. And it is as Europeans that we must con- 


sider the future..." 


Among the two Anglican archbishops and 24 diocesan bishops in the House of 
Lords,support is likely to be almost unanimous when the Lords' vote is 


taken. 


Roman Catholic and Free Church pronouncements on the issue have also em- 
phasized the contribution which Britain could make to European stability 
and aid for developing countries. Both themes have been stressed by the 
British Council of Churches in its paper on the subject. The Archbishops 
of Canterbury and York have written in their diocesan letters of Europe's 


obligations to a "desperately needy world". 
EPS 


72 ee a 


No. 27 - 14th October, 1971 3 


CONSULTATION ON CHURCH UNION ACTS 
ON EUCHARIST; RACIAL JUSTICE 


Denver, Colorado (EPS) - The nine U.S. denominations in the Consultation on 
Church Union have been asked to "move in the near future to an interim 
Eucharistic fellowship on some regular basis". A resolution passed at 
the 10th annual consultation here recently said, "This is to understand 


the Lord's Supper as both cause and sign of unity". 


Eucharistic fellowship presents no problem to eight of the member churches. 
However, the Episcopal Church retains traditional prohibitions against inter- 
church Eucharistic observances. Episcopal delegates tried unsuccessfully 

to obtain an amendment requiring the agreement of the nine churches on 


ministry and sacraments before approving the step. 


But Dr. Paul Crow, Jr., COCO general secretary, said this could not be 
accepted in light of the many reports of "underground" intercommunion and 
the existence of several ecumenical consensus statements on the meaning of 


the sacrament. 


At the same time delegates called on the member churches to begin programmes 
to end racism, provide "compensatory treatment" for minorities and encourage 


congregations to form model ecumenical parish "clusters". 


Another recommendation asked churches to revise the make-up of their 10- 
member delegations to give minorities and women more representation, as 


well as at least one person 22 years of age or under. 


A major problem facing the consultation is apathy. The COCU secretariat 
has received only 400 responses from groups studying the plan of union, 
which is a small fraction of the 25-million members of the nine churches. 


The 27-month period of study of the plan began in March 1970. 


Dr. Preston Williams, a black professor at Harvard University, said he 
doubted that COCU was "sufficiently radical Patpersuade blacks, women and 
youth who are cultural revolutionaries to join". He declared that if the 
proposed united church were not actively involved in poverty, drug abuse 

and other crucial issues, "no one will much care whether there is one, 

three, five or no churches in their community". 

Member churches in COCU are the African Methodist Episcopal Church, the 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
Christian Methodist Episcopal, Episcopal Church, Presbyterian Church U.S., 


United Church of Christ, United Methodist Church and United Presbyterian 


Church in the U.S.A. 
EPS 
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NEW C.P.C. LEADERSHIP 

CHOSEN AT 4TH ASSEMBLY 

Prague (EPS) - Resolutions on East Pakistan, the Israeli-Arab conflict, 
racism and Vietnam were among the major actions of the Fourth All 


Christian Peace Assembly held here 30th September through 3rd October. 


Taking as its theme "Our Common Responsibility for a Better World", the 
assembly considered six sub-themes: Indo-China for the Indo-Chinese, 
Peace in the Near East, European Security, Justice for Latin America, 


the Liberation Front and the Struggle Against Racism. 


Resolutions affirmed the Security Council resolution of November 1967 as 
the basis for a just solution to the Middle East crisis; urged the con- 
voking without delay of a pan-European conference on security as a first 
step towards creating a system of collective security in Europe; called 
for breaking off all relations with South Africa; urged all churches 
and Christians to cooperate wholeheartedly with the World Council of 
Churches' Programme to Conbat Racism; and called for cessation of the 


war in Vietnam. 


A resolution on East Pakistan said the West Pakistan government should 
move towards a political solution by arranging for a representative govern- 
ment in Pakistan on the basis of the expressed wishes of the people. It 
asked that Sheik Mujibur Rahman be immediately released from jail along 
with other political prisoners from East Bengal, and said the international 
community should take full responsibility for the maintenance of refugees 


now in India. 


Both the reports of Metropolitan Nikodim as chairman of the Continuation 
Committee and that of the Interim General Secretary, Dr. Janusz Makowski, 
included an account of the differences that had arisen in the Christian 
Peace Conference since the last assembly leading to the demand for the 
resignation of former general secretary Dr. Jaroslav Ondra and the with- 
drawal of regional committees in Western Europe and the USA. Tribute 


was also paid by Metropolitan Nikodim to the late Dr. Josef Hromadka as 


founder of CPC. 


The assembly's message, presented to the plenary by Dr. Russell Chandran 
on behalf of the Drafting Committee, included the statement that the CPC 
wants to be a forum where the only requirement is the desire for peace 


(more) 
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and justice and where different opinions are mutually complemented and 


corrected on this basis. 


By and large, lerewere more Third World delegates and Roman Catholics 
at this assembly than at the last one in Prague in April 1968. However, 
the number from Western Europe and the United States was smaller. Dele- 
gates by continent were: 34 from 14 African countries (the majority from 
English-speaking Africa); 35 from the Americas including two from Canada 
and nine from the USA; 29 Asians including 13 from Vietnam (seven from 
North Vietnam and six from the Provisional Revolutionary Government of 
South Vietnam); and 137 from the whole of Europe. No delegate was 
present from either France or Yugoslavia. Other countries were re- 
presented as follows: U.K. four, Belgium two, Finland one, Netherlands 


four , Italy four, Switzerland one. 


New officers of the Christian Peace Conference are as follows: President-— 
Metropolitan Nikodim, chairman of the department of external church affairs 
of the Russian Orthodox Church; Vice-Presidents--Rev. Richard Andriamanjato, 
Madagascar, Serge Arce-Martinez, Cuba, Bishop Tibor Bartha, Hungary, Dr. 
Herbert Mochalski, West Germany, Dr. Heinrich Hellstern, Switzerland, 

A.K. Thampy, India, Dr. Janusz Makowski, Poland; General Secretary—— 


Dr. Karoly Toth of the Reformed Church of Hungary. 


A 79-member "Committee for Continuation of the Work" includes 38 persons 

from Eastern Europe, 13 from countries of Western Europe, USA and Canada, 

and 28 from the Third World: Latin America 10, Africa 12, and Asia six. 
EPS 


PRAYER, SACRIFICE ASKED 
FOR PAKISTANI REFUGEES 


Geneva(EPS) - Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, has requested an immediate and dramatic increase in 


financial aid to help India care for almost 10 million Pakistani refugees. 


"The earliest delivery of significant amounts of aid is necessary to prevent 
this burden of caring for refugees from having a seriously distorting effect 


on the economic, social and political life of India...", Dr. Blake said. 


He also gave "fraternal approval" to Sunday (October 10) being declared a 
day of "prayer and sacrifice" for Pakistani refugees. This had been 
requested by the Pontifical Commission on Migration and approved by Pope 


Paul. 
EPS 
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AMERICAN LUTHERAN LEADERS 

CONTRADICT "DIGEST" 

Minneapolis/New York (EPS) - Leaders of two Lutheran churches in the 
United States have resisted attempts to discredit the World Council of 


Churches in the October issue of the mass-circulation Reader's Digest. 


Dr. Kent S. Knutson, president of the American Lutheran Church, said in 

a letter to parish leaders of his church: "There seems to be a concerted 
effort in the public press to discredit the World Council of Churches... 
Some of it is motivated by political considerations, even planted in the 
American press by those with no interest in or real knowledge of Cini ai tan 


ity, in order to lessen the influence of the Christian fai this 


The World Council is "neither communistic, ultra-liberal (whatever that 
means), atheistic or irresponsible", said the ALC leader. ''Those who 

say these things either do so out of plain misinformation or deliberately 

to attack the church in order to hurt it. Like all international organi- 
zations, the World Council has some problems in being effective because of 
differences of opinion as to how to do things. 1 believe the World Council 
can be improved--but I do not believe it is subversive. It is really one 


of the more conservative expressions of Christian concern." 


Dr. Robert J. Marshall, head of the 3-million-member Lutheran Church in 
America, responded to the Reader's Digest article by saying the WCC's 
Programme to Combat Racism "is financing educational and welfare projects 
for persons living under the control of revolutionaries. If the churches 
did not assist such persons then the churches would be guilty of political 
motivation because they would restrict their work to persons under some 


governments and neglect the persons under other jurisdictions." 


He noted that while his church has not contributed to the programme, he as 
a member of the WCC Executive Committee voted for the grants made at Sofia 
in September (EPS No. 23). He said this committee acted in accord with 
instructions from the larger Central Committee which said the grants must 
foster self-determination of peoples, relief of the oppressed and support 
for health, welfare and educational activities. 


EPS 
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EAST GERMAN CHRISTIANS GIVE 

$272,000 TO LIBERATION GROUPS 

East Berlin (EPS) - Protestant congregations in East Germany have raised 
more than 900,000 marks ($271,903) in response to the World Council of 
Churches' Programme to Combat Racism. According to the Federation of 
Evangelical Churches in East Germany, this far surpasses the initial 


target of half a million marks. 


The collection started before Easter as a special campaign of "Bread for 
the World". Since the money could not be sent directly to the WCC, it 
goes to the Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee in East Germany to support 

a number of specific projects of African liberation movements. Some 
300,000 marks are earmarked to help finance production in East Germany 
of an elementary mathematics textbook in Portuguese for use by organiz- 
ations struggling against racism in the Portuguese colonies of Africa. 
Funds will also support a hospital in Matwara (South Tanzania) run by 
FRELIMO and provide special treatment and artificial limbs for wounded 


members of liberation movements. 
EPS 


STATEMENT ON PULPIT/ALTAR 

FELLOWSHIP WELCOMED 

Osnabriick (EPS) - The General Synod of the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Germany (VELKD) has termed the Leuenberg draft "Agreement of 
Reformation Churches in Europe” an "important step towards full church 
fellowship between Lutheran, Reformed and United churches". The draft 
agreement had been adopted by 44 representatives of 60 European Lutheran, 
Reformed and United churches at a meeting in Leuenberg near Basle in 
September (EPS This Month, October) as one element in a process aimed 
at establishing church fellowship, inter-communion and increased common 
witness and service. The VELKD said it represents a considerable advance 


on the German "Theses for Church Fellowship" published last year. 


The Synod adopted a resolution in which the Lutheran churches expressly 
affirm the "unrestricted admission to the Lord's Supper of any communicant 
member of any of the member churches of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(EKD), in accordance with the discipline of those member churches". 


EPS 
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BLAKE JOINS APPEAL TO END 

KILLING IN VIETNAM 

Driebergen, Netherlands (EPS) - Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches, is among those who have signed a state— 
ment appealing to all combatants in Indo-China to "Stop the Killing Now!" 
in the name of humanity. An advertisement appearing in the International 
Herald-Tribune of October 12 on behalf of the International Committee of 
Conscience with headquarters here said the war must be stopped "not only 
for the sake of the Vietnamese and the Laotians and the Cambodians and 

the young American soldiers, but for all our sakes. Our sense of 


humanity cannot survive these inhuman indecencies." 


Specifically the advertisement asked the United States to "take the first 
move"' declaring unilaterally an immediate cease-fire, reaching an agreement 
to make the cease-fire permanent and setting an early date for withdrawal 


of troops. 


"The South Vietnamese Government must join fully in the cease-fire... and 
the National Liberation Front-Provisional Revolutionary Government and the 


North Vietnamese must respond in kind", it was said. 


Signing the statement were a number of internationally known churchmen 
including: United Kingdom-- Lords George MacLeod and Donald Soper, Canon 
John Collins, Dr. Kenneth G. Greet, Prof. Charles Coulson; Norway-- 
Bishop Per Lonning; Sweden--Archbishop Ruben Josefson, Prof. Gunnar Myrdal; 
Denmark--Bishop Leer Anderson, Rev. Mogens Zeuthen; Germany-—Martin 
Niemoller; Brazil--Archbishop Helder Camara; Uruguay-~Rev. Emilio Castro; 
Philippines--Dr. Emerito Nacpil; USA--Bishop John Wesley Lord, Dr. Frank 
E. Johnston and others. 

EPS 
PAY EQUALIZATION FOR CLERGY 
IN SOUTHERN AFRICA STUDIED 
Johannesburg (EPS) - Equalization of salaries for black and white church 
workers in South Africa was discussed at length by representatives of 
Lutheran mission agencies assisting the four regional black churches in 
Southern Africa. A committee of three members from each regional church 


will now study the problem in relation to the South African wage structure. 


Recently the Natal Anglican Synod voted higher stipends to non-white clergy 
beginning next April to bridge the existing gap between the salaries of 


whites and non-whites. EPS 
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OPPOSITION TO HANGING VOICED 

BY KENYAN CHURCH LEADERS 

Nairobi, Kenya (EPS) - Church leaders in Kenya have expressed their opposition 
to a bill now before Parliament that calls for the hanging of robbers. 
Instead, they recommend that a study commission be named to find out how 
robbers learn of the accessibility of funds, how they get arms and police 


uniforms and who coordinates their activities. 


Some 16 church leaders attended a meeting last month called by the Christian 
Council of Kenya and presided over by the Most Rev. Festo Olang', Archbishop 
of the Church of the Province of Kenya. The group delegated a small sub- 


committee to prepare a statement for the press. 


The statement said the bill provided no lasting solution to the problem of 
robbery with violence and asked whether there were other alternatives, more 


reformatory in nature, which could be used instead of taking life. 


The Kenya churchmen's action was in line with a resolution passed by the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches at Addis Ababa last 
January urging member churches "to promote efforts toward the abolition of 
capital punishment as a significant expression of our belief in the sanctity 
Ly W 
of life “EPS 


REGULAR SUPPORT NEEDED 

BY LIBERATION MOVEMENTS 

East Berlin (EPS) - Churches around the world were urged to cooperate in 
providing regular support for the educational, medical and other humanitarian 
programmes of liberation movements in southern Africa. The plea was made by 
Mr. Baldwin Sjollema, executive secretary of the WCC's Programme to Combat 
Racism, when he addressed a meeting of "multipliers" or those who influence 


others sponsored by the Federation of the Evangelical Churches in East Germany. 


"So far support to these movements has been on an irregular basis", said 
Mr. Sjollema. “This is not enough. If they are to continue their struggle 
for racial justice, these movements must be able to count on regular and 
increased financial contributions and supplies on a coordinated basis", he 


Said EPS 
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WESTERN MISSION EFFORTS UNDER 

FIRE AT SEVERAL U.S. MEETINGS 

New York (EPS) - The attitude of Christians in the West is partly responsible 
for the cry "Missionary, go home" now being heard in one Third World country 
after another, said Dr. Philip Potter, director of the WCC's Commission on 
World Mission and Evangelism (CWME). He addressed 100 persons who attended 
ceremonies at the Interchurch Centre marking the 50th anniversary of the In- 


ternational Missionary Council. 
(The IMC united with the World Council of Churches in 196l and became the CWME.) 


By their attitudes and actions, Dr. Potter said, Christians of the West have 
been saying to the Third World Christians, "We don't need you". Third World 
Christians believe that in order to discover their own integrity and selfhood 
they may need at least for a while to dispense with missionaries who represent 


the structures of foreign missionary domination. 


Previous to Dr. Potter's review of CWME activities, Dr. Arthur A. Glasser, dean 
of the Graduate School of Missions, Fuller Theological Seminary in California, 
reported on missionary developments among conservative evangelicals. He stressed 
a widely shared feeling among evangelicals that those related to the World Coun- 
cil of Churches were neglecting the task of winning men to faith in Christ 


while overemphasizing service and reconciliation. 


Dr. Potter said that the WCC staff was not "sounding the note of the Gospel" in 
the same way as in the past. "We are communicating the Gospel in the context 
of the realities of today's stormy weather", he said. Noting that they might 
use different language from conservative evangelicals, he said they were no 


less committed to evangelism. 


When Dr. Glasser spoke of wanting to put "the ship on an even keel" (i.e. bal- 
ancing evangelism and social action), Dr. Potter replied, "How can a ship be 


on an even keel in rough seas?" 


Meanwhile in Milwaukee an East African black church leader, the Rev. John Gatu, 
seemed to be illustrating Dr. Potter's thesis when he urged the Church to rid 
itself of the "Vasco da Gama" mentality. Speaking to 2,500 members of the Re- 
formed Church in America attending Mission Festival '71, the general secretary 
of the Presbyterian Church of East Africa said: "Behind the Western attitude 
of 'having something to share with their fellow men' lies a wish to continue 
past images and an excuse for not facing the challenge of mission in their own 


countries". tic tet 
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He said, "missionaries are accepted in the Third World out of kindness, to 
avoid tribal ‘conflicts by providing a neutral force, and to keep from taxing 
the local church for projects that can be received free from Western churches. 
Nothing can be gained by evading the facts of life and delaying the day of con- 


frontation", he maintained. 


Dr. Jose Miguez-Bonino of Union Theological Seminary in Buenos Aires, told the 


Reformed gathering that U.S. Christians could not avoid a political role. 


"You cannot be neutral", he said. "Your church, your money and your people 
will either reinforce the pattern of domination and exploitation, or partici- 


pate in the struggle for liberation". 


He claimed that decreasing money given by churches for missions, the uncer- 
tainty and confusion of many missionaries, and the criticism from overseas 
churches and social scientists, constituted evidence that the traditional mis- 


sionary enterprise was "sick unto death". 


Meanwhile a veteran Methodist missionary, Dr. Harry Denman, described America 
as "the greatest mission field today". He told the 60-member governing board 
of the United Methodist Board of Evangélism in Colorado Springs, "I don’t think 
the U.S. can evangelize the world. We are imperialistic, we are militant, we 
are still dropping the bombs". EPS 


AFRICAN URBAN INDUSTRIAL 

MISSION LEADERS MEET 

Monrovia, Liberia (EPS) - Thirty pastors and lay people from both English and 
French-speaking countries in West and Central Africa met here October 8 to 13 


to discuss the consequences of urbanization and industrialization. 


The international consultation, organized by the West Africa Urban Industrial 
Committee (WAUIC), was to help participants discover the processes of change 

at work in situations of rapid urbanization and industrialization, to initiate 
reflection on the Church's role, and to see how to live the Gospel in the mo- 
dern world. 

The group discussed trade union problems, economic investments and their influ- 


ence on society, what industry expects of the Church, the consequences of urban- 


ization in the lives of ordinary people and the Church and the unemployed. 


The chairman and secretary of the West Africa Urban Industrial Committee are 


the Rev. J.Y. Bannerman of Ghana and the Rev. F. Mbea of Cameroun. EPS 
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ANGLICAN DIOCESE ASKS PROBE 

OF SOUTH AFRICAN TORTURE CHARGES 

Cape Town (EPS) - The Synod of the Cape Town Diocese (Anglican) has called for 
an official inquiry into allegations that people have been tortured and have 


died while detained under South Africa's security laws. 


A resolution passed overwhelmingly at the synod meeting October 18 demanded 
that detainees be seen once a week by a judge, be given adequate medical atten- 


tion and be allowed weekly visits by a clergyman of their religious faith. 


"The synod is deeply disturbed", said the resolution, "at the allegations, taken 
from affidavits and sworn evidence, of torture inflicted upon people detained 


under the security laws, including deaths in detention". 


The resolution came as the Rev. Bernard Wrankmore, an Anglican priest, entered 
the 6lst day of a fast in protest against the death in detention two years ago 
of a Cape Town Moslem leader, Imam Abdullah Haron. Mr. Wrankmore is calling 
for a judicial inquiry into the death which, the government says, resulted from 


a ftall.down-the stairs. 


Meanwhile, in Johannesburg the Black Sash, a movement of white women opposing 
apartheid, demonstrated against security laws and police practices. ''Stop 
Detentions Without Trials", read one sign. Another said "Rev. Wrankmore Is 
Right". Owen Cardinal McCann, chairman of the Roman Catholic Bishops' Confer- 
ence of South Africa and the chief rabbi of Johannesburg, B.M. Casper, are also 
backing the Anglican synod's effort to get an investigation of brutality allega- 
tions. 


EPS 


S.A. PRESBYTERIANS STAY IN WCC 


Bulawayo, Rhodesia/Windhoek, South-West Africa (EPS) - The General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in Southern Africa has voted 91 to 74 to remain a mem- 
ber of the World Council of Churches. At the same time it agreed that no money 
would go to any organisation that had voiced support for the WCC's Programme to 


Combat Racism. 


The decision affects the All Africa Conference of Churches, which last year 
received 700 rand (US $986). This year the 400 rand originally intended for 
the AACC will go to the Presbyterian Education Fund to be used primarily for 


African education. The Rhodesian Council of Churches was denied a grant of 


40 rand. (more) 
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Meanwhile the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (VELKSA), 
a federation of four predominantly German-speaking white churches with a com- 
bined membership of 38,000, expressed its opposition to the Programme to Com- 


bat Racism, according to the Evangelical Press Service in Germany. 


Acknowledging that the WCC has a legitimate obligation to arouse people's con- 
sciences and to bring about genuinely human relationships between the races, 
the VELKSA synod meeting in Windhoek the beginning of October rejected the 
method used to achieve this objective, namely grants to organisations of op- 
pressed racial groups. It claimed these "broke down bridges and encouraged 


the use of violence". 


With reference to the open letter sent to Prime Minister Vorster by leaders of 
two black Lutheran churches in South-West Africa (EPS No. 22), VELKSA said it 
had already led to discussions with Vorster and "offers hope that a remedy for 


existing misunderstandings will be found". EPS 


UN DAY GIVES IMPETUS 
TO COMBAT RACISM 


Geneva (EPS) - On United Nations Day (October 24) churches and Christians will 
have an opportunity to take stock of what has been done during 1971 to wipe out 
"the shameful phenomenon of racial segregation and discrimination", according 
to Mr. Baldwin Sjollema, executive secretary of the World Council of Churches' 


Programme to Combat Racism (PCR). 


The WCC Central Committee when it met at Addis Ababa last January urged member 
churches "to support the United Nations International Year for Action to Combat 


Racism and Racial Discrimination". 


Two specific suggestions for action were made: (1) initiate an ecumenical pro- 
gramme in support of the UN Year, including where possible other Christian and 
non-Christian bodies, (2) attempt to get national governments to approve the 
International Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Racism. (The Inter- 
national Convention was adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1965 but has 

never been put into practice for lack of ratification by sufficient national 


governments. ) 


"Every one of us can play a personal part in combating policies of racial dis- 


* . ° Ww . . 
crimination", said Mr. Sjollema. EPS 
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WEST AFRICAN WOMEN DISCUSS 

POLITICS, PROJECTS, PLANNING 

Monrovia, Liberia (EPS) - African women have achieved "a degree of progress" 
when they achieved political power, the Hon. Ellen Mills Scarborough, president 
of the National Federation of Liberian Women, told 50 participants in the West 


Africa Women's Leadership Training Seminar here. 


The 14-day seminar, sponsored by the World Council of Churches and the All Afri- 
ca Conference of Churches, had as its theme "Responsibility of Women in Church 
and Society". Delegates came from Gambia, Sierra Leone, Ghana, Nigeria and 


Congo-Kinshasa, as well as Liberia. 


"No longer is the woman of the interior totally prohibited from some education, 
some voice in the choice of her husband or the place to live and work", said 


Miss Scarborough. 


She welcomed women to the political arena because they bring "a new dimension, 
a certain enthusiasm and energy in getting things done". As the problems of 
the cities increase, especially the need for recreation and employment for 
youth, women can wield a tremendous influence in securing legislation in these 


areas, she said. 


Canon Burgess Carr, general secretary of AACC, urged participants to see what 
contribution women can make "to eliminate injustice, corruption and exploita- 
tion and to cultivate a wholesome ethos in their countries". Noting that two- 
thirds of all African women live in rural areas, he said they must not be for- 


gotten when it comes to rights, privileges and responsibilities. 


Mrs. Mercy Aguta, secretary of the AACC's Department of Church, Family and So- 
ciety, discussed techniques for planning community projects and involving the 


community in raising funds for them. 


Others who addressed the seminar were Mrs. Victoria Tolbert, First Lady of Li- 
beria; Mrs. Ellen Sandimanie, commissioner of the Commonwealth District of 


Monrovia; and Mrs. Alice Fitz-John of Sierra Leone. 


Dr. Polycarp Gadegbeku, a family planning consultant, warned that the popula- 
tion crisis had already reached the llth hour. Unless the birth rate drops, 
he said, many countries would experience social, political and economic dis- 
integration. Explaining the advantages of family planning, he said it not 
only helped parents to provide adequate food, clothing, medical facilities and 


education for their children but enabled them to spend more time on each child. 
EPS 
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NEW ECUMENICAL HYMNBOOK 

DUE IN 1973 

Geneva (EPS) - The third edition of the ecumenical hymnbook Cantate Domino is 
expected to be off the press by mid-1973. Final decisions as to content were 


taken when the editorial board met here October 11-15. 


The 185 items selected for inclusion will be grouped in several topical sec- 
tions. Each will include three types of hymns: those representing the trad- 
ition of the churches, contemporary hymns for congregational singing and songs 
and canticles. One section will have basic liturgical material appropriate for 


use in ecumenical worship services. 


The editorial board, formed in May 1970, includes as chief editor \DrveErik 
Routley of Great Britain and the following co-editors: Father Joseph Gelineau, 
S.J., France; Dr. Dimitri Stefanovic, Yugoslavia; Dr. Dieter Trautwein, Ger- 
many; Mr. Erich Weingartner, Canada/Geneva. Consultants from Africa, Asia and 


Latin America participated in the recent meeting. EPS 


THREE FORCES DICTATED CHANGE 

IN ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT---BLAKE 

Geneva (EPS) - Three changes during the last 25 years had an impact on the 
ecumenical movement and more specifically the World Council of Churches, Gen- 
eral Secretary Eugene Carson Blake told students at the 20th session of the 
Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies at Bossey near here. Some 40 persons 
from all parts of the world are enrolled at the school which continues until 


Fepruary 15, 19/2. 


The first change, according to Dr. Blake, was the development of two super- 
powers after World War Il attempting unsuccessfully to be arbiters of the 
fate of mankind. In this situation ecumenical cooperation became an alterna- 


tive to mutually destructive ideologies. 


The doubling of World Council membership to more than 250 churches all over 
the world, the majority in Africa and Eastern Europe, considerably changed 
both the committee membership and the WCC staff, he noted. The third basic 
force for change Dr. Blake listed was "the new ecumenical position of the 


Roman Catholic Church after Vatican ELS EPS 
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RECONCILIATION IS TWO-WAY 

PROCESS, EKD PRESIDENT SAYS 

Warsaw .CEPS).u-= One of West Germany's staunchest advocates of a treaty with Po- 
land based on recognition of existing boundaries spoke out bluntly to the Poles 


during a speech here the beginning of October. 


Prof. Ludwig Raiser of Tiibingen, president of the Synod of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKD), challenged Poland's contention that the exodus of peo- 
ple from former German territories after World War II was voluntary and said 


that associations of such people should not be labelled "warmongers". 


"We must insist", said Dr. Raiser, "that it was a hard and often brutal mass 
expulsion, unparalleled in recent history, because the Polish people wanted to 
take possession of the new western territory and would not tolerate a sizable 
German population". Reconciliation must be sought, he said, but it is and can- 


not be accomplished by one side alone. 


Dr. Witold Benedyktowicz, a Polish Protestant theologian, took exception to 
statements contained in Dr. Raiser's speech. He especially challenged the 
statement that it had been a sacrifice for the Germans who had been resettled 


to accept the retention of former German territories by Poland. 


In Hamburg, the Sunday paper Deutsche Allgemeine Sonntagsblatt in reporting on 


Dr. Raiser's trip to Poland recalled that he was chairman of the EKD's Board of 
Public Responsibility which in 1965 published the famous "East Memorandum" wel- 
comed even in Poland as signalling a will to reach reconciliation. It also 
characterized the expulsion as unjust, while at the same time acknowledging 


German guilt, said the paper. EPS 


NEAR EAST CHURCHES SEEK ECUMENICAL 

BASIS FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Beirut (EPS) - Protestant, Roman Catholic and Orthodox churchmen in the Middle 
East have agreed on the need for a unified approach to religious instruction in 
both public and private schools. At a consultation at Ajoultoun near here the 


beginning of October they began discussions which may eventually lead to a com- 


mon syllabus. 


The consultation considered the theological basis for religious education in 
the various traditions, the educational principles and programmes of each church 


and the sociological and psychological factors that will have to be taken into 


account. (more) 
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Conference findings will now be presented to leaders of the participating chur- 
ches: Coptic, Orthodox, Armenian Apostolic, Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of An- 
tioch and Jerusalem, Roman Catholic, the Episcopal and Evangelical Churches. 

The World Council of Churches and the Near East Council of Churches were repres~ 
ented at the meeting, which was organised by the Near East Ecumenical Youth and 


Student Secretariat and the Ecumenical Group for Pastoral Work in Lebanon. EPS 


STOP AID TO PAKISTAN GOVERNMENT, 

DUTCH CHRISTIANS SAY 

Utrecht (EPS) - A number of prominent Dutch Christians have pleaded with their 
government to stop all aid to the Pakistan Government until it finds a politi- 


cal solution in accordance with the will of the people of East Pakistan. 


Among the 70 who have signed the statement are Bernard Cardinal Alfrink, arch- 
bishop of Utrecht; Dr. H.A.M. Fiolet, general secretary of the Council of Chur- 
ches in the Netherlands; the Rev. F.H. Landsman, general secretary of the Dutch 
Reformed Church; and Prof. Jan Tinbergen, an internationally known economist. 


Other signatories are leaders of groups sending relief to Pakistan refugees. 


The statement expresses the conviction that Sheik Mujibur Rahman should be ac 
cepted as a partner in the talks as the most authoritative political leader of 
East Pakistan. It also said all arms deliveries to Pakistan must be stopped, 
and the rich countries should give guarantees that they will share a reasonable 


percentage of the cost of the Indian refugee programme. EPS 


GERMAN CONSERVATIVES FORM CONFERENCE 


West Berlin (EPS) - A continuing controversy between "liberal" and "conserva- 
tive" theological views in German Protestantism has reached a new point with 
the establishment of a conference of conservative groups within the Evangelical 


Church in (West) Germany. 


Called the "Conference of the Confessing Movements in Germany", the organisation 
has as its main objective opposition to "the politicalization" of the Church, 


and to alleged "falsification of the Gospel" by modern theological and ideolo- 
gical teachings. 
Members of the conference include the "No Other Gospel" movement, the '"Evangel- 


ical Gathering", and several other regional "confessing" groupings of similar 


viewpoint. The chairman is the Rev. Rudolf Baeumer of Espelkamp, head of the 


"No Other Gospel" movement... 
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Hope in the Desert 


Nairobi, Kenya (EPS) - Life for the people of 
northern Kenya is hard. As you circle the land- 
ing strip at Kalokol on Lake Rudolph waiting for 
a line of camels to pass, you can understand why. 
As far as the eye can see is semi-desert stretch- 
ing for over 35,000 square miles. Average rain- 
fall: 5 inches per year, shade temperatures up 
to 50° centigrade (122° Fahrenheit). 


Incredibly 165,000 people manage to survive in 
this barren wasteland. The Turkana are a tribe 
of nomads who wander vast distances with their 


herds of goats, cattle, camels and donkeys. Their 


life is one long search for water and grazing for 
their flocks. It is not unconmon for them to go 
for days without food and water, and for many the 
staple diet is blood and milk. It's hardly sur- 
prising that famine is a constant threat. 


In addition to these natural hazards, the Turkana 
are at war with neighbouring tribes in Uganda, 
the Sudan and Ethiopia. Robbery, pillage and 
murder are not infrequent. During the colonial 
period, the area was closed to missionaries and 
traders in an attempt to "safeguard a primitive 
people". So the nomads remained more or less 
untouched by "civilization" until a famine and 
terrible drought in 1961. Relief camps were then 
set up by the government and the National Chris- 
tian Council of Kenya (NCCK) and they have re- 
mained there ever since. 


Until a few years ago there were 10,000 people 
living in the camps. It was always recognised 
that there were good possibilities for fishing 
in Lake Rudolf and in 1964 a fishing project was 
started between the government and NCCK with 
|help from churches in Britain. The aim was to 
encourage the people to fish, first as a means 
-of feeding themselves and second of providing an 
income and the possibility of development if a 
/market could be found. One small indication of 
the success of the scheme is that only 500 or so 
‘people now come to be fed at the famine camp and 
they have come from the interior following this 
year's drought. 


/The changes brought about by the fishery scheme, 
now a cooperative, are phenomenal. The Turkana 
Fisherman's Cooperative Society each month hauls 
in 85,000 kilos of dried fish (cytharinus and 
lebeo) which it sells in the Congo. Demand ex- 
ceeds supply and it is estimated that the poten- 
tial is four times as high (a scientific survey 
team is due shortly to make more accurate judg- 
ments). The profit last year was 300,000 shil- 
lings (about US $45,000), which benefits 15,000 
people who have settled by the lakeside. 


Robert McConnell, the immense but self-effacing 
giant who runs the fishery development for the 
government, has been up on the lake for the last 


ios i 


10 years so he can describe the changes that have 
taken place. 


‘When I first came, he said, "there was nothing. 
The people were naked and under-nourished. Now 
there is a thriving commmity with houses, fish 
warehouses and durkas (small shops). The peo- 
ple can buy clothes, they have improved their 
diet, can afford to get married and are able to 
perform the ceremonies that are important to them". 


Beginnings of the Plan 


The scheme began by McConnell and NCCK workers 
interesting the children in fishing. Slowly 

but surely the idea caught on. It's easy to 

fish here; just dip in the net and it literally 
comes out full. The cooperative began with nets 
and boats provided by NCCK. As it has developed, 
the people buy their own, though nets are still 
given to the destitute. A road is planned to 
make it easier to get the fish to market--the 
nearest railhead is 250 miles away--and when that 
is finished, it is likely that the area will open 
up even more. No formal schooling is available 
and a school remains an important priority. How- 
ever, local people are being trained to take over 
the running of the cooperative. 


One yardstick by which NCCK measures a success- 
ful project is that eventually it is taken over 
by the government as a priority in governmental 
development thinking. The cooperative is now 
under the Ministry of Tourism and Wild Life but 
NCCK still helps out with boats and nets for 
those still too poor to get into business. 


NCCK also-runs a children's home for orphans of 
the famines and the wars. The extended family 
system is not so widespread among the Turkana. 
Thus destitute children must be cared for and 
given a basic education. The Quakers are about 
to start a practical training centre to teach 
local people to become builders, carpenters, 
plumbers and tailors. 


With this material development has come problems 
of a different kind. More enterprising traders 
within the commmity have seen to it that people 
were not deprived of the alcoholic fruits of "ci- 
vilization". John Kamau, general secretary of 
NCCK, who shares much of the credit for initiat- 
ing the fishing scheme, says he cries in his 
heart to see what is happening. But his deputy, 
Bethuel Kiplagat, prefers to cope ‘ith the pro- 
blems of relative affluence rather than be con- 
stantly faced "with people begging for the right 
to survive". 


The northern areas of Kenya are not priority 
areas for the government, so that help from vol- 
untary agencies is crucial. John Kamau explains 
NCCK's policy as making "a conscious and delib- 
erate attempt to do as much as we can. We try 
(more) 


to take up work in areas where devotion is need- 
ed", NCCK has been remarkably successful in per- 
suading trained Kenyans from other provinces to 
utilise their skills in these difficult areas. 


From Nomads to Farmers 


Moyale is one of the isolated outposts on the 
Kenya-Ethiopia border. The people in this area 
too are largely nomadic herdsmen, the Boran. In 
the drought that came at the beginning of this 
year, and which still persists, many animals 
died and the people starved. NCCK was asked by 
the local people to help. Famine camps were set 
up to feed the hungry but now thoughts are turn- 
ing to long-term improvement. Riding 32 bone- 
shattering miles out into the bush, I was able 
to see both what the problems are and how they 
are being slowly overcone. 


At Dabel a manyatta (village) has grown up around 
two wells. Some 1,500 people have been encour= 
aged to settle here and a pump, pipes and a tank 
have been provided by NCCK and the Roman Catho- 
lics. Water is one huge problem here. Some of 
the people have walked 350 miles in search of a 
well. ‘The village is just starting to clear the 
land and plant crops. NCCK staff are on hand to 
provide assistance since the Borans are not ag- 
riculturalists. 


The difficulties are enormous. In addition to 
the water problem and having to adapt to a new 
way of living, as soon as the crops are planted 
they become prey to the wild animals in the bush. 
Nothing comes without a struggle. 


But much has been possible because of the tre- 
mendous determination of the people to hélp them- 
selves and the cooperation and commitment of the 
District Officer, B.A. Omse. This village is 
typical of the three or four "growth centres" 
that NCCK is encouraging in the area. People 
gathered around as the sun set to hold a small 
baranza (meeting) in our honour. Crouched in a 
semi-circle in front of the chief, they listened 
to the words of greeting and heard their chief 
make four simple demands. So simple and yet de- 
pressingly difficult. Give us water, he said, 

a school, a dispensary and jobs. 


"Tell them to keep digging the land", District 
Officer Omuse whispered to Kiplagat. 


Keep travelling 250 miles south to Garba Tula 
and the problems remain the same. The land is 
hard scrub bush, water is scarce and the people 
starve. NCCK runs a soup kitchen which current- 
ly feeds about 2,000 people every week. But 
here again development programmes are under way. 
A tannery employs. five people making various 
useful and fancy leather goods. It's a new ven- 
ture and not yet self-supporting but it's under 
way. A rural training centre is being construc- 
ted to improve agricultural techniques and there 
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are also plans for a village polytechnic to give — 


those children who don't get to secondary school 
some of the basic skills the area needs. In ad- 
dition NCCK has established a children's home 
which looks after about 60 boys and girls, vic- 
tims of the wars with the Shifta from Somalia. 


Desert Oasis 


Just down the road is an example of what can be 
done once water is found. It hardly seems pos- 
sible as you push on through very dry and dusty 
bush that at the end of the road, in Kinna, you 
will find more than 200 acres under intensive 
cultivation. It's a real oasis in the desert 
where a gravity irrigation scheme makes possible 
the cultivation of more than 20 different kinds 
of crops from bananas, maize and cassava to cab- 
bages. In two years the population has jumped 
from 100 to 2,000. A lively commmity has grown 
up with a school, dispensary, church and shops. 


A young, trained NCCK agriculturalist, John Mar- 
igu, works with the villagers helping them get 
the most from their land. Here again NCCK start- 
ed the work which the government has eventually 
taken more responsibility for. It's a good ex- 
ample of a small piece of hope being planted 
where there has been little more than despair. 
People have been enabled to move from relief 
through self-help to self-reliance. 


If the church has any business in the whole dev- 
elopment issue, it surely comes at this level: 
working with the poorest and the neglected and 
enabling them to take small, hesitant steps to- 
wards the control of their future. It's some- 
times very difficult to describe what develop- 
ment means. Bethel Kiplagat asks: ‘What does 
social justice, self-reliance and economic growth 
mean in practical terms?" It looks as though 
NCCK has been able to come up with some of the 
answers for Kenya. 


Stephen Whittle 
wec Staff Writer 


Seminar in Kiev 


Geneva (EPS) - A recent "Peace Seminar" held in 
Kiev represented the fourth round of discussions 
and exchange visitations between the Church of 
the Brethren (USA) and the Russian Orthodox 
Church (USSR). 


How did it all begin? For the Brethren, one mo- 

tivating factor was their concern for the suf- 

fering of the Russian people in World War Il, 
(more) 
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prompting the church to send grain and livestock 
to Russia, as well as\to several other countries 
ravaged by the war. Another factor was the grow- 
ing desire of the Church of the Brethren and the 
Russian Orthodox Church to break down the hostil- 
ities and barriers caused by the cold war. This 
feeling, which began to be shared as the Brethren 
and Russian Orthodox became better acquainted 
through mutual participation in the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, led to the first exchange of 
fraternal visits in 1963. 


Of course such an exchange did not commence with- 
out doubts and difficulties. Certain voices ex- 
pressed opposition. But this only demonstrated 
the need for this kind of encomter. The late 
Dr. Harold Row, who was active in promoting the 
exchange, answered U.S. critics with these words : 
"A genuine and courageous Christian faith and 
witness ought not fear any man or his philosophy, 
but seek to win his fellowship....From the stand- 
point of sheer practicality, if Americans and 
Russians are ever to understand each other and 
thus learn to live together peacefully, would 

it not be expected that Christians of both coun- 
tries would be the first to come together in fel- 
lowship, sharing together in their life and wit- 
ness, and ultimately to witness to those outside 
the faith and those in positions of power in both 
countries?" 


A second exchange, in 1967, took the form of a 
seminar (the first part in Russia, the second 
part a few months later in the U.S.). A second 
seminar was held in the summer of 1969 in Gen- 
eva. Then finally, the recent one (August 22- 
26) in Kiev. What follows reflects on that 
event. 


Arriving in Moscow three days before the seminar 
was to begin, members of the Brethren delegation 
were met and graciously shown around by Deacon 
Andrew Jurchenko (our capable travelling host 
during the 10 days) and other staff of) the Be 
ternal Church Relations Department. After a day 
of sightseeing in Moscow, we took the train to 
Kiev. After the seminar we spent two days in 
Leningrad then went back to Moscow briefly be- 
fore returning home. 


In Kiev all participants were invited to the 
home of Metropolitan Philaret for a marvelous 
dinner which enabled us to get acquainted with 
each other. This dinner was typical of the over- 
whelming hospitality extended again and again 
during our visit. Having made a meal off the 
appetizers, we discovered there was also soup 
followed by the main course and dessert: Even 
more impressive was the warmth of the fellow- 
ship expressed to us by our Russian Orthodox 
brethren throughout the days together. 


Host for the seminar was the Kiev branch of the 
Department of External Church Relations, led by 
His Eminence Philaret, Metropolitan of Kiev and 


Galicia, the Patriarchal Exarch of All Ukraine. 


Moving Liturgy 

Prior to the formal discussions, all participants 
attended a vesper service at St. Vladimir's Cath- 
edral in Kiev. Next day we witnessed an impres- 
sive liturgy led by Metropolitan Philaret, Bishop 
Savva of Pereyaslavl-Khmelnitsk and others. 


Perhaps the most vivid impression we of the Breth- 
ren delegation gained during our visit was the 
magnificent beauty of the Russian Orthodox lit- 
urgies. At times the music, prayers, spoken word, 
the icons and burning candles all seemed to 
blend together to contribute to the ''feast of 
light'' in which God and the hosts of heaven were 
present with the congregation. Standing in front 
we had a good vantage point to see the faces of 
the people. One could not help being touched by 
the obvious sincerity and devotion of the faith- 
ful gathered in holy worship. We were also im- 
pressed that the churches are so crowded and the 
people stand throughout the liturgies, which nor- 
mally last two or three hours, sometimes longer. 
Quite a change from our padded pews. 


That first Sunday during the liturgy our group 
was introduced to the congregation by Metropoli- 
tan Philaret, and a few words were said as to 
the nature and purpose of our visitation. He 
stressed our common concern for Christian unity 
and world peace. From the prayerful nods of 
those in the congregation we sensed the fervent 
desire of the people for peace. For me person- 
ally, this was one of the notable moments of 
the whole visit. 


The seminar itself was held in a Kiev hotel. Si- 
multaneous translation was provided during all 
sessions, and two or three interpreters were us~ 
ually with us during free time facilitating per- 
son-to-person and small-group conversations. 
Fortunately a number of participants were able 

to find some common language without need of 
translation. 


Discussions were based on the presentation of 
papers on the following themes: ‘Theology of 
Revolution", "Social Witness of the Church", 
“Christian Attitudes Towards War", ''Application 
of Violence and Nonviolence", "Crucial Interna- 
tional Problems", and "Essence and Application 
of Christian Reconciliation". 


Though many points of accord were reached, nu- 
merous differences were evident. But what else 
would one expect, particularly between two con- 
fessions with vastly different ecclesiastical 
forms and theological views. The diagram below 
illustrates a few of these differences. 


Russian Orthodox 


-Rastern and old (starting in 10th century in 
(more) 


Russia, but with doctrinal and historical des- 
cent from Apostolic times) 


-liturgical, ornate, hierarchical in structure 
(though like the Brethren, strong stress on lay 
participation in the church) 


-"church of all the people", historically iden- 
tified with society and state (though now church 
and state are separate) 


Church of the Brethren 
-Western and young (early 18th century) 


-non-liturgical, simple ("meeting houses" in- 
stead of "churches" in beginning) historically 
strong stress on lay ministry 


-sectarian tradition, minority church, histori- 
cally non-conformist stance toward state and 
society 


It was thus not surprising that a lively dis- 
cussion developed on the theological and poli- 
tical implications of Romans 13, one of the 
texts commonly employed in relating Christian 
duty to State authority. The Brethren were more 
ready to draw limitations on the application of 
this passage, citing the fact, for instance, 
that many young men among the Brethren refuse 
to fight in Vietnam or engage in other fields 
of military activity, even when ordered to do 
so by the State. Another example is the denom- 
ination's support of non-violent forms of civil 
disobediance to oppose laws which are deemed 
unjust. This is not to imply that the two de- 
legations had diametrically opposing positions 
on the issue raised by Romans 13. One should 
say, rather, different interpretations. But 
this made for an interesting and stimulating 
seminar. 


On specific areas of world tension, the concern 
was again raised regarding the continuation of 
military activities in South-East Asia. The 
participants supported appeals for the soonest 
possible settlement of the conflict, including 
withdrawal of U.S. and allied forces from that 
area. 


Both delegations were unanimous in calling for 
the quickest possible solution to the Middle 
East conflict, commeriding as a basis the UN 
Security Council resolution of November 22, 
1967. Participants further welcomed the ef- 
forts now being made to settle longstanding 
issues of conflict in Europe, for example, the 
West Berlin talks and the call for an all-Eu- 
ropean Security Conference. 


A "joint communiqué" issued at the close said: 
'The seminar was held in the spirit of frater- 
nal Christian love and respect for traditions 
and experiences of both churches. The free 
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and open exchange of opinions stimulated deepen- — 
ing feelings of Christian oneness and increasing ~ 
unity of views on the nature of peace work by 
Christian churches in the contemporary world". 


In addition to the seminar itself, the partici- 
pants enjoyed visits to several churches and ' 
monasteries in Moscow, Kiev and Leningrad. and to ~ 
the theological academies of Leningrad and Za- 
gorsk. Here we were warmly received by Bishop 
Philaret of Dmitrov and invited to visit:the im- — 
pressive Orthodox Museum which includes countless 
famous icons and other works of religious art. 
One whole section is dedicated to the memory of 
the late Patriarch Alexei. 


i 


For the Brethren delegation, a climactic event 
was our unexpected audience with His Holiness 
Pimen, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia, who 
gave us his blessing and expressed the hope that 
our seminar had been fruitful. 


At a dinner the last evening at the home of Met- 
ropolitan Nikodim of Leningrad and Novgorod 
special tribute was paid to Dr. Harold Row who, 
more than anyone else.from the Church of the 
Brethren, was responsible for the continuation 
of these exchanges, working closely with Metro- 
politan Nikodim in planning and organizing each 
visit. 


Dr. Row’ (who died last July after a:Jong: illness) | 
had hoped up to the very end to lead the dele- 
gation. However, this responsibility had to be 
taken by Dr. Donald Durnbaugh, professor of 

Church History, Bethany Theological Seminary in 
Illinois. 


Members of the Russian Orthodox delegation were: 
Metropolitan Philaret of Kiev and Galicia, Exarch 
of the Ukraine, head of the delegation; Bishop 
Vladimir of Chernigov and Nezhin (formerly repre- 
sentative of the Moscow Patriarch at the World | 
Council of Churches); Archpriest L.A. Voronov, 
professor, Leningrad Theological Academy; Priest 
I. Chernienko, member of External Church Rela- 
tions Department, Kiev branch; Deacon Andrew Jur- 
chenko, officer of External Church Relations De- 
partment, Moscow; D.P. Ogitsky, professor, Mos- 
cow Theological Academy; M.K. Komarov, assistant 
professor, Moscow Theological Academy; A.I. Osi- 
pov, assistant professor, Moscow Theological 
Academy; A.T. Nezhurbeda, member of External 
Church Relations Department, Kiev branch. 


Participants from the Church of the Brethren 
were: Dr. Donald Durnbaugh, professor, Bethany 
Theological Seminary, USA, head of delegation; 
D.Theol. Cand. Richard B. Gardner, Wirzburg Uni- 
versity, Germany; Rev. H. Lamar Gibble, Peace 
and International Affairs consultant, Church of 
the Brethren offices, USA; Rev. Galen A. Heck- 
man, United Methodist Church, Roselle Park, New Jer- 
sey; Dr. Robert C. Johansen, protessor, Manches- 
ter College, USA; Rev. Dale Ott, director, Buro- 
(more) ' 
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pean programme, Church of the Brethren, Switzer- 
land; Dr. Robert Price, assistant professor, 
University of Colorado, USA; Mr. Bitrus Sawa, 
senior assistant registrar at Ahmadu Bello Uni- 
versity, Nigeria; Rev. René Tufino, president, 
Iglesia Evangelica Unida del Ecuador; Dr. Philip 
“West, assistant professor, University of Indiana, 


USA. Dale Ott 
European Director 
Brethren Service Commission 


Education Goes Regional 


Geneva (EPS) - During the two years since the 
Office of Education was established it has 
sought through a series of consultations to 
help churchmen and educators in various parts 
of the world gain insight into the basic educa- 
tional problems and developments in their areas. 
The first meeting, at Bergen, Holland in 1970, 
enabled persons from all six continents (12 
countries) to probe together the meaning of 
education in our world. Seeing Education Whole, 
the report of that conference, expresses its 
major aim. (English and German editions are 
available. ) 


After Bergen the focus shifted to regional con- 
sultations. The first, held in Greenwich, Con- 
necticut in February 1971, was for educators and 


church leaders from Canada and the United States. 


The most recent was in Lima, Peru, in July 1971. 
The purpose of both was the same: to bring to- 
gether educators and churchmen to explore sig- 
nificant developments in education in Latin 
America and to seek church action. 


Gaston Pol, Methodist schoolman from La Paz, 
chaired the meetings held in Lima. Representa- 
tive Protestants included pastors and educators 
from many countries, plus four Pentecostalists 
from Chile and Brazil. Bishop Candido Padin of 
Sao Paulo and Father Cecilio de Lora of Bogota, 
the president and education secretary of the 
Latin American Conference of Bishops (CELAM), 
headed the Roman Catholic participants. Staff 
members from Geneva were Paulo Freire, William 
Kennedy, Werner Simpfendérfer and Maurice Assad. 
Aharon Sapsezian of the Theological Education 
Fund staff (London) and John England from the 
East Asia Christian Conference also attended. 


The meeting took place at a moment of history 
when Latin America is seething with tensions 
and its people are yearning for radical changes 
in their societies. Some countries such as 
Cuba and Mexico are living in a post-revolu- 
tionary stage. Others are in the early stages 


of restlessness that may produce deeper tensions 
and more radical turmoil in the future. Still 
others, like Chile and Peru, have exciting new 
possibilities for radical reforms of education. 


Everywhere education commands great interest. 

It is criticized by some ‘as one of the chief 
instruments by which persons are indoctrinated 
and domesticated into the present structures of 
society; others see it as one of the primary 
ways by which significant change - revolution or 
reform - can be brought about. Throughout the 
week the participants explored the relationship 
of educational systems and innovations to the 
broader social, political and economic situations 
of Latin America. For the most part they agreed 
that this moment calls for deep-running changes. 


The major issue, expressed in different ways, 
was the relationship of education to revolution- 
ary change. The group listened eagerly to two 
Cubans reporting on the educational experience 
of 10 years under Fidel Castro. They studied a 
radical educational innovation in Mexico, where 
the need for a second revolution is not yet ap- 
parent but there is an obvious desire for educa- 
tional innovations. Prof. Salazar-Bondy, archi- 
tect of the new Peruvian educational reforms, 
outlined that country's efforts to create a new 
type of society by means of education. And a 
discussion on the educational reforms in Chile 
was led by Rolando Pinto, able young staff mem- 
ber of a joint UN-government institute for agra- 
rian reform. 


Other young educators, pastors and priests chafed 
at the situations in which they worked because 
their attempts to experiment or innovate brought 
repression upon them, Some Pentecostalists were 
deeply involved in the new ventures, others found 
this exposure to the surging revolutionary tides 
of the continent disturbing - but valuable. Two 
Marxist educators added depth and challenge to 
the discussions. Crisis and hope were both 
evident. 


Christian-Marxist Dialogue 


From the variety came both expected and unexpect- 
ed values. Early anxiety provoked by the aware- 
ness of the Marxists and mention of violence was 
modified by Werner Simpfendérfer's statement 
that the World Council of Churches officially is 
seeking to develop dialogue with men of other 
faiths and ideologies. He hoped the discussions 
and confrontations would make a contribution to- 
wards that end. Thus encouraged, the consulta- 
tion faced some of the deeper problems involved. 
One churchman asked what was the difference be- 
tween Christian love and non-Christian love in 
action for the liberation of people. The group 
went beyond mere philosophical discussion to 
work out practical ways toward educational dev- 
elopment and social change. : 
(more) 


Participants also showed great interest in the 
concept of '"de-schooling" as articulated by Ivan 
Tllich of Cuernavaca, Mexico. Suspicious that 
such a negative approach would rob their coun- 
tries of opportunity to prepare for the techno- 
logical world, the Latin American educators ex- 
plored plans that offered positive ways of deal- 
ing with the matter. Gabriel Camara, young priest 
from Chihuahua, Mexico, led a discussion of a new 
educational approach in which 25 high school stu- 
dent volunteers and 15 dropouts, who had answer- 
ed a newspaper advertisement, engaged in a year's 
study of malnutrition in their town. Doing re- 
search and action on the problem, students and 
teachers together found a way beyond the formal 
and often deadening school "packaging" of knowl- 
edge and transmission of information. 


The working group considering this experiment in 
"Socially Productive Education" affirmed that 
"de-schooling is a negative word, whose corres- 
ponding positive dynamic might be called parti- 
cipation (in its communitarian connotation) and 
action (in its communal and personal dimensions)". 


Another group investigated the relationship be- 
tween conscientization and politics, studying an 
educational innovation in Guayaquil, Ecuador. 
Despite winter rains and unpaved streets, 16 cul- 
tural circles of illiterates began to meet and 
discuss the generative themes around which their 
deep concerns could be focused. Using methods 
developed by Paulo Freire, the groups then be- 
gan to learn their language in the process of 
conscientization - becoming aware of the situa- 
tion in which they as men and women found them- 
selves. As the report said, "people began to 
reason", and "dialogue was the main instrument 
of action". Other experiments in rural and ur- 
ban situations provided further insight into the 
process of conscientization. 


When asked to list some major innovative educa- 
tors, one participant said Socrates, Jesus and 
Mao Tse-Tung. The resulting discussion led to 
a request for theological analysis. Wemer 
Simpfendérfer presented a brief outline which 
focused on Christian tradition and liberation. 
What does "the blind see, the lame walk, the 
sick are well, and the prisoners are made free" 
mean when applied to the obstacles to human 
development in a sophisticated world of domes- 
ticating structures? 


Joint Worship 


For many participants the consultation was the 
most vital ecumenical experience of their lives, 
Deciding early not to worship separately as 
Catholics and Protestants, the group met togeth- 
er daily before breakfast for praise and prayers. 
Each day a different country was assigned res-— 
ponsibility and the ecumenical team from that 
place led the worship. Protestants, Catholics, 
Pentecostalists joined in common hymns and in- 
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tercessions for their countries, their work, and 
the people they served through education. 


The conference report will take the form of es- 
says on Latin American education. The Peruvian 
and Chilean educational reforms will be included, 
along with an essay on the recent Cuban experience. 
A Protestant and a Catholic will reflect on edu- 
cation in Latin America from their particular 
perspectives. The "Socially Productive Education" 
experiment will be analysed further by Camara 

and by Dennis Sullivan of the Cuernavaca staff. 
German ‘Zabala, a Marxist from Colombia, was ask- 
ed by the group to contribute an essay TeLlecr= 
ing on his experiences of intimate identifica-- 
tion with the common people. Finally Paulo Freire, 
Latin American on the WCC education staff, will 
write on "The Churches' Role" in educational de- 
velopment on that continent. The book will be 
published in Latin America. 


The discovery of new partnerships for educational 
and social change across the entire Latin Ameri- 
can continent will doubtless preduce many other 
results in the months ahead. 


William B. Kennedy 
Director, WCC Office of Education 


The Leuenberg Concord 


Geneva (EPS) - The "Leuenberg Concord"! To give 
this title to the draft "Agreement of Reforma- 
tion Churches in Europe" approved by official 
representatives of Lutheran, Reformed and United 
churches at Leuenberg near Basel on 24th Septem- 
ber may seem to some to be tempting providence. 
Does it not invite comparison between this docu- 
ment and the Wittenberg Concord of 1536, when 
lutherans and Zwinglians tried to reach agree- 
ment? Does it not assume that the Leuenberg 
agreement will also take its place in church his- 
tory? 


Time alone will tell just how important or un- 
important this draft agreement and its conse- 
quences will prove to be. In any case, what is 
now before the churches for comment by Ist March 
1973 is only a draft. Only after the churches" 
reactions have been studied will formal steps 

be taken to get official agreement from the chur- 
ches themselves and thus seal the ''Concord"'. 


Even at this early stage there is no reason to 
minimize the importance of what is happening. 
The 44 church representatives at Leuenberg were 
officially appointed to their task by more than 
60 different churches. They would never have _ 
been sent had these churches not been persuaded 
(more) 
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that the Lutheran and Reformed churches, divid- 
ed since the Reformation, could be brought to- 
gether into a single fellowship. 


If the ''Leuenberg Concord" is eventually rati-. 

fied - and certainly none who shared in drafting 
it has the slightest doubt about this - it will 

be a memorable turning point in church history, 

more significant indeed than the Wittenberg Con- 
cord, which in the final analysis failed to heal 
the breach between the Reformation churches. 


Theologians Agree 


A brief note about the genesis of the draft .. 
agreement. Conversations between Lutherans and 
Reformed theologians or churches had begun in 
several countries at various times in recent 
decades (in Germany, theologians from the united 
churches also took part). They raised the ques- 
tion: Was the existing breach between the Re- 
formation churches any longer justifiable or 
necessary? 


In 1963, with the cooperation of the Lutheran 
World Federation and the World Alliance of Re- 
formed Churches, the Faith and Order Commission 
of the World Council of Churches inaugurated a 
series of Lutheran-Reformed conversations to 
study this question. Talks were held each year 
from 1964 to 1967. The participants were not 
official representatives of their churches but 
took part as theologians. The result of their 
work was published in the report "Lutheran and 
Reformed Churches in Europe Draw Closer Togeth- 
er'', These ''Schauenburg Conversations'' showed 
that the two Reformation churches had changed 
their attitude to the historical breach between 
them. 


Doctrinal differences hardly mattered to the or- 
dinary church member. And the two churches dis- 
covered again and again as they faced common 
tasks and problems that they really belonged to- 
gether in a most profound sense. As fer the,ins 
herited doctrinal differences, it was found 
that "these could be seen in a new light because 
of new common convictions, even by theologians 
most firmly rooted in the Reformation tradition 
of the two churches". To illustrate this a 
number of theses were presented dealing with the 
Word of God, Law and Confession. In each case 
the existing differences, while not unimportant, 
are no longer serious enough to warrant church. 
division. 


The report goes on: ‘The continuation of these 
conversations could lead in the foreseeable fu- 
ture to a joint theological statement being 
drafted for ratification by the churches, show- 
ing that the mitual condemnations contained in 
the confessional documents have lost their re- 
levance today and that full church fellowship 
is possible". 


Confirmation of this conclusion came from the 
North American Lutheran-Reformed Conversations, 
conducted quite independently of the European 
talks. Their findings were published under the 
title Marburg Revisited, A Re-examination of 
Lutheran and Reformed Traditions (ed. Empie and 
McCord, Augsburg, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 1966). 


The favourable reception given to the Schauen- 
burg Conversations encouraged further talks. One 
important point needed clarification, namely, 
"the meaning of church fellowship and the way to 
achieve it''. A new European group was establish- 
ed, composed of members nominated by the chur- 
ches, including the united churches. It met in 
Leuenberg for a week in 1969 and again in 1970 
and produced a report entitled "Church Fellow- 
ship and Church Division" (cf. Gemeinschaft der 
veformatorischen Kirchen, Auf dem Weg II, Ztirich 
1971). 


While not ignoring the part that non-theological 
factors and human frailties played in maintain- 
ing the breach, the Leuenberg report proposes a 
"Concord" (agreement) in which the Reformation 
churches would publicly affirm "what constitutes 
the substance of the Gospel", and state their 
conviction "that the doctrinal condemnations con- 
tained in the confessional documents" (for exam- 
ple, Eucharistic doctrine, Christology and pre- 
destination) "are no longer applicable to the 
present doctrinal positions of their partners in 
the discussions" and that "remaining differences 
in the doctrine, order and life of the Reforma- 
tion churches no longer warrant division between 
them". 


On this basis, the acceptance of pulpit and 
table fellowship can be announced and complete 
church fellowship thus achieved. Such fellow- 
ship is not an end in itself, of course. On the 
contrary, it urges us on to the "fullest possible 
cooperation in the Church's inner life and in its 
witness and service to the world", without imply- 
ing any decision in favour of organizational 
unity between the various churches. 


The churches unanimously accepted the Leuenberg 
report and agreed to a "preliminary conference" 
of official representatives to meet in 1971 to 
draft the text of a "concord". All preparations 
were made by the three world bodies already men- 
tioned (LWF, WARC and WCC). The outcome of that 
conference last September was the text now before 
the churches. 


Two New Participants 


The first striking thing about the draft "concord" 
was that the Reformed churches were joined by the 
Waldensian CHurch and the Church of Czech Breth- 
ren, dating from pre-Reformation times. ''Qn the 
basis of their joint doctrinal discussions", all 
these churches "find that they share an under- 
(more) 
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standing of the Gospel which makes church fellow- 
ship between them possible". The touchstone for 
them (and this was the decisive material contri- 
bution from the "Theses on Church Fellowship" 
produced by the German group in May 1970) is pro- 
vided by the Augsburg Confession (c.VII), where 
the Reformation criterion for "the true unity of 
the Church" is defined as agreement in "'the 
(right) doctrine of the Gospel" and "the (right) 
administration of the sacraments". But, despite 
the broad agreement which existed at the outset 
of the Reformation, it proved impossible in the 
long run to establish permanent church fellow- 
ship because of the various differences that 


developed. 


In recent years however, the experience of com- 
mon theological study of problems raised by the 
modern world, the advent of historical criticism 
of the Bible, and renewal movements in the Caurch 
all combined to confront the Reformation churches 
with the task of "relating the biblical message 
and the Reformation confessions of faith to the 
present human situation in an entirely new way". 
In consequence, ''they have learned to distin- 
guish between the fundamental message of the Re- 
formation confessions of faith and the histori- 
cally conditioned forms in which they expressed 
that message, and to interpret that fundamental 
message in a new way in the light of the chal- 
lenges of our time". All this has brought the 
Reformation churches closer to one another than 
ever before. 


Their common understanding of the Gospel can 
then be formulated as follows: "Jesus Christ 

as the Sole Mediator of our salvation is the 
centre of the Bible, and justification as the 
message of God's free grace is the test of all 
Church proclamation". The draft "concord" brief- 
ly illustrates this in relation to proclamation, 
baptism and Eucharist. The unanimous statement 
on the Lord's Supper is a remarkable achieve- 
ment. 


The "concord" next turns to the doctrinal "con- 
demations'' specifically mentioned in the con- 
fessional documents. In the case of the Eu- 
charist and predestination, it concludes that 
"where such a measure of agreement exists, the 
previous condemnations are no longer important". 
As to Christology, after pointing out the dis- 
tinctive concerns on each side, it concludes: 
"We can no longer maintain the previous condem- 
nations, therefore". The way to church fellow- 
ship is thus open, and the final section of the 
report deals with how it is to be achieved. 
"Church fellowship between the churches of the 
different Reformation traditions means the abo- 
lition of the breach which arose between them 
in the 16th centruy and has lasted right down 
to our own day; it means the achievement of fel- 
lowship in Word and Sacrament" (including mu- 
tual recognition of ministries and the authori- 
zation of intercelebration), and a continuing 
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4a 
effort to achieve the fullest possible fellow- — 
ship in witness and service to the world". =” 

re 
It is explicitly stated that, although the "'con= 
cord" leaves intact the binding authority of 
the confessions of faith within the participant _ 
churches, it also imposes an obligation on those 
churches to continue joint doctrinal discussions” 
so as to reach a deeper common understanding of® 
the Gospel and to give it practical expression, ~ 
and also to clear up certain secondary doctrin- — 
al differences. These include baptismal prac- 
tice, ministry and ordination, church and so- 
ciety, two-kingdom doctrine and Christ's kingly © 
rule. Joint theological discussion will also 4 
be needed wherever clear demarcation lines have — 
to be drawn between the truth of the Gospel and 
distortions of that truth. ; 
The draft also makes it clear that the solem ' 
declaration of church fellowship will not affect — 
official regulations of the individual churches 
as to the appointment of ministers. Organiza- 
tional unions are not automatically required 
but must arise, if they arise at all, out of 
the situation in any given case. Finally, the 
"concord" expresses the hope that this achieve- 
ment of church fellowship between the Reforma- 
tion churches may further the unity of Christ's 
Church in the world. 
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Way of Fellowship 


The document will certainly not satisfy every- 
one. Those for whom these questions have long 
been disposed of may well regard the entire 
effort as a waste of time. But genuine fellow- 
ship is possible only if we respect the con- 
scientious hesitations of those who have be- 
lieved it impossible to surmount the old dif- 
ferences and who now wish to take the way of 
fellowship with a good conscience. The "'con- 
cord" meets the anxieties of those who feared 
it would diminish the authority of their con- 
fession by pointing out that it neither cancels 
the confessions of faith nor dismisses them as 
played out. 'We are not suggesting that the 
condemnations pronounced by our fathers in the 
faith were mistaken. But these condemnations 
are not applicable to the doctrine of our part- 
ner of today. They therefore present no barrier 
to church fellowship between us". 


Within our individual churches there are doc- 
trinal differences that are far more serious 
than any of the traditional doctrinal differ- 
ences between Lutherans and Reformed. One 
might also ask whether the document should have 
included an explicit recognition of the part 
played by human frailty and sin in the history 
of the quarrels among the Reformation churches. 


Some may be relieved to find that the term | 

‘tmion' does not occur in the draft "concord". 

The fact that in the unions of the 19th century 
(more) 


November 1971 


differences were too lightly dismissed or ignored 
has made many suspicious of union as an objective, 
even in the present era of so many serious union 
negotiations. The Leuenberg "Concord" takes a 
different road, establishing the way to full fel- 
lowship between churches on a theological basis, 
but without sacrificing the identity of the in- 
dividual church. This could provide a new model 
of growth in fellowship among all the churches, 

a distinctive contribution to the problem of 
unity by the Reformation churches as they estab- 
lish their own church fellowship on the satis 
est ("it is enough") of the Augsburg Confession 
(c.VII). Organizational unions are not absolute- 
ly essential in all cases for Christian unity, 
still less uniform structures and liturgies. 

The only really decisive thing is agreement in 
understanding the Gospel in Word and Sacrament. 


Karl Herbert 
Deputy to the President, 
Evangelical Church in Hessen and Nassau 


(Translated from German by WCC Translation Sec.) 


Happy People Gripped by Tragedy 


Geneva (EPS) - There is a king there, but nobody 
knows his name. Due to the absence of roads and 
the inadequacy of other means of commmication, 
the interior of the country is cut off from the 
main centres of population. Many people are not 
even aware they have a king. Since the kingdom 
is called Laos, let us call its ruler "King Laos". 


In this country the annual sculling race marks 
the end of the rainy season and heralds the 
start of the rice harvest. While the crews are 
getting ready, a small canoe passes slowly in 
front of the grandstand. It is occupied by four 
men, dressed as women, Singing bawdy songs. Then 
come floats symbolizing procreation and fertili- 
ty. The crowd laughs and applauds. 


" 

f The Laotians love their festivals, and the aver- 

age Laotian is incapable of taking life too ser- 

iously. Unfortunately this pleasure-loving coun- 

try is today beset by one of the saddest of hu- 
man tragedies. 


The outcome of the war between the two Vietnams, 

in which 33 million Vietnamese are fighting each 
other, will probably settle the fate of two 

other peoples of Indo-China: the Khmers (seven 
_ million) and the Laotians (three million). 


But the Laotians are not apt to be passive vic- 
tims of fate. The failure of the South Vietnam- 
ese invasion last February indicated that Laos 
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can not only show its teeth but bite. The South 
Vietnamese/American expedition ended in disor- 
derly rout, an expedition which was intended - 
under pretext of cutting the Ho Chi Minh trail - 
to test the Saigon army and the plan to Vietnam- 
ize the war. 


In this country, half the size of France, a sit- 
uation of war has existed for the past 25 years, 
abetted from outside. ‘The aim of the concerted 
action of the Americans, Chinese, French, Japan- 
ese, Thais and Vietnamese has always been to con- 
trol and change the lives of the Laotian people, 
and in their efforts they have had the help or 
the "blessing'' of the Canadians, British, Indi- 
ans, Poles and Romanians. It seems that rarely 
in the history of the human race have so many 
and so varied countries been determined to in- 
terfere in the lives of so few people'' (Econo- 
mie et Socicté Laotiennes, 1964). This list of 
flattering courtiers takes our thoughts to King 
Laos... ss 


Brothers Fighting 


There are two major political groups in his coun- 
try: a right wing represented by the Royal Gov- 
ernment of Laos (whose capital city, Vientiane, 
has a population of about 200,000) and a left 
wing led by the Pathet Lao which controls the 
Liberation Army and has its capital in Xieng 
Khouang (3,500 inhabitants). 


The leader of the right wing is the Prime Minis- 
ter, Prince Souvanna Phouma. On the left the 
Laotian Patriotic Front or Pathet Lao is headed 
by Prince Souphanouvong, the half-brother of 
Prince Phouma, who until the coup d'état in 1964 
was a member of the national coalition govern- 
ment. From both sides have come offers of a 
cease-fire, so far without response. The Pathet 
Lao even suggested the formation of a coalition 
government composed of the three major factions, 
provided that the bombing of the country was 
stopped. 


Political and military aspects aside, it is the 
human problem that should take priority over all 
others. 


The bombing, which reached nearly 3,000 tons of 
bombs a day in 1970, caused one-third of the pop- 
ulation to flee their homes. A million refugees 
are now wandering across the country. 


Since the beginning of this year, the refugees' 
lot has worsened in many districts, particularly 
in the north and in the towns of Saravane and 
Attopeu, which had to be abandoned under the 
pressure of military action. 


For those who leave the combat areas, saying 
good-bye to home, possessions and family, hous- 
ing has to be found elsewhere. New villages © 
must be built and these people taught to provide 


for their own needs. (more) 
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Refugee villages and centres have been construct 
ed in different provinces; under a 10-year plan 
(1964-1974) the Royal Government plans three new 
centres in the Vientiane area, at a total cost 
of US $3.8 million. Since the government cannot 
possibly find such a sum, the U.S. Government 
agency AID will assume the cost. 


Church Aid 


The Protestant and Roman Catholic churches and 
other religious groups give Laos humanitarian 
aid, mainly for the refugee camps and the lep- 
rosy hospitals. Events subsequent to the 1962 
accords have continued to generate refugees at 
a steady rate of some 30,500 to 50,000 a year. 
As of April 1970 the number was estimated at 
600,000 people, not including those living in 
the Pathet Lao areas whose fate is not to be 
envied, for in order to escape the American 
bombing those people must live in caverns or 
forests. 


In 1969 Asian Christian Service, an agency of 
East Asia Christian Conference, initiated sev- 
eral medical aid projects, and more recently it 
has sponsored socio-economic development and 
self-help projects. The 1971 budget of this 
agency amounted to $175,496 and the 1972 budget 
has been set at $188,669. It is hoped that 
church-related agencies will contribute to it 
through the World Council of Churches. Eleven 
new projects have been started, four providing 
medical care, three being education and profes- 
sional training and the others self-help pro- 
jects. 


Emergency relief programmes and long-term pro- 
jects are being carried on side by side on be- 
half of the refugees. The Farmers' Training 
Centre in Savannakhet Province has already en- 
abled several groups of from 20 to 40 young 
farmers to receive training. They experimented 
with the cultivation of cereals and feed crops, 
vegetable growing and raising pigs and chickens. 


As Asian Christian Service is particularly ac- 
tive in areas not served by the Public Health 
authorities, it has undertaken a campaign of 
medical care among a population of 50,000. scat- 
tered between Paksong, Lahanam and Phoumachedy. 


Efforts are likewise being made to resettle the 
refugees, to the extent that events permit. All 
along the Phone Hong and Paksane roads, 18,000 
refugees have been relocated in villages. A 
mobile medical team administers health care and 
social assistance needed by a population ravag- 
ed by malnutrition, infection and epidemics of 
all kinds. 


Asian Christian Service is also trying to pro- 
mote self-reliance among refugees. The encour- 
agement of agriculture and the growing of food 
crops are, in fact, more profitable and more 
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stable investments than the simple distribution 
of foodstuffs, which fosters an attitude of de- 
pendence among the refugees. Wherever possible, 
farmers are encouraged to produce a surplus which 
can be used to benefit other areas. In this way, 
an agricultural cooperative managed to produce 
enough eggs to make the import of eggs from Thai- 
land unnecessary. 


Assistance in the form of lasting, collective 
capital investments, such as hospitals, schools, 
dams, experimental agricultural stations, etc. is 
preferred by the younger generation and by the 
mass of the people. 


Long List of Needs 


The list of needs is endless. Education and lit- 
eracy programmes are hampered by lack of schools. 
Out. of 11,000 villages only 1,700 have a suitable | 
building and less than one-fourth of the children ~ 
attend school. Since the average age of some of 
the fighting forces is 15, it is obvious that 
many boys take up arms when they are 12 or 13 
years old! 


Further actions are needed to improve technical 

and professional education, strengthen the health 
services and make provision for the reintegration 
of the war-wounded into the labour force. j 


In this war-torn country, where agricultural pro- 
duction is far from adequate, the main effort is 
directed at increasing rice production. Indus- 
try being practically non-existent, the principal 
productive activity is handicrafts, and even 
these are on the decline today. Finally, the 
commmication network is not well organized, so 
that the royal administrative services extend 

no farther than 60 kilometres beyond the out- 
skirts of the towns. In 1955 funds were pro- 
vided for the construction of a basic network of 
roads across the country, but the money disap- 
peared without trace. In 1963 agreements were 
concluded with the People's Republic of China _ 
for the building of a network of roads in the 
northern provinces. There are reports of work — 
being done on a road between Muong Sai and Luang 
Prabang, but there is no word of progress else- — 
where. 


Conclusion 


Mr. Nguyén-Tang Canh, secretary for Indo-China — 
in the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee _ 
and World Service of the World Council of Chur-~ 
ches, concluded after an intensive investiga~ 
tion of the Laotian situation: areal 
"Once refugees have been housed, the most impor- : 
tant problem is not that of providing them with _ 
periodic gifts of foodstuffs. More urgent is 
their need for training and education. with a | a 
view toward giving them some productive place _ - 
in the national commnity. It would be better _ 

(more) 
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therefore if religious groups or governmental 
agencies concerned with the fate of these refu- 
gees would divert funds designated for the pur- 
chase of foodstuffs to the construction of edu- 
cational centres to teach weaving and sewing to 
women, masonry or carpentry to men or even cen- 
tres where people could be introduced to modern 
agricultural and educational techniques. 


"We must remember that the majority of these 
refugees are peasants from the rural areas. If 
one day peace comes and they can return to their 
lands, they will then be able to put into prac- 
tice their acquired skills". 


Under the terms of the agreements of 1962 which 
recognized the neutrality of Laos, help to the 
country must serve to establish an independent 
and autonomous national economy and in no way 
violate the sovereignty and neutrality of the 
Kingdom of Laos. "Laos needs competitive assis- 
tance from abroad, without being tied by any 
country, and this can only come if and when the 
13 countries which signed the accords respect 
what they signed'', says Canh. 


Better days will come for Laos when the sover- 
eignty of its king and its people are acknowl- 
edged, in equity and justice. 


Jeanne Lovis 
WCC Staff Writer 


(Translated from French by WCC Translation Sec- 
tion. See Photo Oikoumene for pictures.) 


News Round-up 


Geneva (EPS) - The World Conference on Salvation 
Today and the Third Assembly of the Commission. 
on World Mission and Evangelism (CWME) will be 
held in Bangkok, Thailand, from 20th December 
1972 through 12th January 1973, according to a 
decision taken by the committee of CWME which 
‘met in Montreux last month. 


Participants in the World Conference will num- 
ber some 250 persons including 84 delegates from 
CWME's 44 affiliated councils, 42 persons named 
by the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches, consultants, guests and staff. 


Built around the theme ''Salvation Today", the 
conference programme will include two types of 
experience. In small groups the participants 
will explore the main theme in terms of their 
own belief and commitment to salvation in Christ. 
Methods to be used include Bible study, medita- 
tion, music and the arts. In three sections, 
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each with sub-sections, participents will see 
what kinds of individual and corporate action 
are required of Christians today. The sections 
will have the following titles: (1) Culture 
and Identity, (2) Social Justice, (3) Churches 
in Mission - all in the context of salvation. 


Two plenary sessions will take the form 

of dramatic presentations of both Old Testament 
and New Testament material, showing that the 
biblical tradition contains different views of 
salvation in confrontation with each other. Pre- 
liminary work for these sessions will be done 
at a small consultation in March 1972 gathering 
together biblical experts from all over the 1 
world. 


Two types of preparatory material are planned: 
a collection of contemporary ''testimonies"' by 
secular and religious writers and a a group of 
reflective essays on Salvation. 


At its recent Montreux meeting the committee of 
the CWME also heard that the Christian Medical 
Commission has been asked to suggest how church- 
sponsored medical facilities can be integrated 
into national health plans in Botswana, Papua- 
New Guinea, Uganda and India. CMC is also giving 
priority to national and regional workshops on 
commmity health care involving church and gov- 
ernment health personnel. 


The ecumenical movement was thrust into the 
spotlight in the United States last month with 
the publication in the mass-circulation magazine 
Readers' Digest of an attack on the World Coun- 
cil of Churches in general and the Programme to 
Combat Racism in particular. 


Several church leaders have issued statements 
denying the substance of the attack, among them 
Dr. Robert J. Marshall, president of the Luther- 
an Church in America; Bishop Roy C. Nichols, 
Methodist bishop of Pittsburgh; Dr. Kent S. 
Knutson, president of the American Lutheran 
Church; and Presiding Bishop John Hines of the 
Episcopal Church. 


In an editorial the Christian Century pointed 
out that Clarence W. Hall, the Digest's roving 
editor who wrote the article, does not admit 
that the race grants were for medical, relief 
and educational programmes, not for guns, And 
he quotes only white critics of the WCC and not 
the donors of funds for the anti-racism grants 

- "one such is Queen Juliana of the Netherlands". 


Nor does he acknowledge ''that some erstwhile 
critics of the grants now support them, or that 
most African churchmen support them"’. 


A memorandum prepared by the New York Office of 
the World Council of Churches notes that relief 
of human suffering has been a major part of the 
Council's work since its inception (Palestinian 

(more) 
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refugees, Nigerian relief, Pakistani refugees) . 
These grants have never implied endorsement of 
tactics used by the recipients, "nor do they im- 
ply approval of the politics of either party in- 
volved in a conflict where a relief effort is 
necessitated". 


"Bunds can be used only for programmes consistent 
with the purposes of the Council", says the memo- 
randum. ''No funding has ever been given to fi- 
nance violence". 


Granting that the Digest is "fully entitled to 
take a position of opposition to WCC action", 
the memorandum states: "What is regrettable is 
...that its disagreement is expressed with un- 
substantiated charges, misstatements of fact, 
distorted reporting, quotations of statements 
out of context and the degree of dependence for 
opinion upon unnamed persons identified only as 
‘tourists', "dissenters, ‘insiders’, "spokesmen' , 
‘observers'. The total effect of these articles 
is to present a false picture of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches". 


Christian churches around the world continued to 
collect money for East Pakistan refugees. Mean- 
while Mr. Stanley Mitton, emergency officer for 
the WCC's Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refu- 
gee and World Service, went to Dacca and report- 
ed on his return October 22: "There is no doubt 
that the situation is deteriorating. During the 
seven days I was in East Pakistan there were 
three bomb explosions in Dacca, presumably the 
work of the freedom fighters, and the army bum- 
ed a village only a mile or so from town. The 
army is in control of the main towns but is not 
venturing far except on well-armed punitive ex- 
peditions. 


"The roads between main towns are constantly 
being cut and many of the bridges are being 
blown". While a good rice crop is in prospect 
by late November or early December, transport 
will be difficult due to the lack of infrastruc- 
ture. Therefore there are likely to be local 
areas in need. 


Dr. Muherman Harun, an Indonesian doctor working 
with the East Pakistan Christian Council (EPCC), 
reports that while there may be lumger, he has 
seen no evidence of malnutrition. Others agree. 
UNICEF plans to distribute 7} thousand tons of 
corn soya milk and wheat soya bulgar through the 
schools in six main centres. 


The World Council of Churches has agreed to pro- 
vide medicines and drugs for seven small dispen- 
saries and hospitals and to do the same for one 

large hospital at a cost of US $5,500 per month 

as part of EPCC's programe. 


A late bulletin just received by Ecumenical 
Press Service contains the news that the Swed- 
ish Government has decided that one church col- 


‘Prague in early October there ‘were more Third 
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lection in the Church of Sweden during 1972 will 
go to the Programme to Combat Racism (PCR) of the 
World Council of Churches. . It acted at the re- 
quest of the Swedish Ecumenical Council and the 
Central Board of the Church of Sweden. In addi- 
tion the Swedish Mission Covenant Church has, made 
a grant to PCR and the Swedish International Dev- 
elopment Authority (SIDA) has set aside )Sw. kr. 
100,000 for the PCR provided the church collec- 
tion reaches this level, which seems likely. 


Other efforts to combat racism included: 

--the Conmission on World Mission and Evangel- 
ism commended to the attention of Protestant 
mission agencies the action of the White Fathers, 
a Roman Catholic mission order, in withdrawing 
from Mozambique because it felt its presence 
looked like tacit collusion with an unjust re- 
game ; ue\> 
--the Consultation on Church Union in, the USA, 
called on its nine member denominations to start 
programmes to end racism, to provide 'compensa- 
tory treatment" for minorities and to give» them 
more representation in COCU delegations; 
--the Natal Anglican Synod voted higher sti- 
pends to non-white clergy to bridge the gap be- 
tween the salaries of whites and non-whites, 
and Lutheran mission agencies assisting four 
regional black churches in southern Africa dis- 
cussed equalization of salaries; 

--East German Protestants raised more than 
900,000 marks which will go through the Afro- 
Asian Solidarity Committee to support specific 
projects of African liberation movements ; 

~-the National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola (UNITA) sent a letter of thanks for 
the $7,500 it received recently from the Special 
Fund to Combat Racism. The money will be used 
for literacy training, health care and improved 
agricultural methods in liberated areas of Ango- 


ii ry -bnuoh: ewell 
The Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies began 
its 20th session October 5 with 40 students from 
all parts of the world enrolled. — For the next. 
four and a half months they will consider ''Par- 
ticipation in Change"’. iM bivcd ae 


Among the changes that have affected the ecumeni 
cal movement, according to Dr. Eugene Carson.. 
Blake, WCC general secretary, were the develop- 
ment of two super-powers after World War II at- 
tempting unsuccessfully to arbitrate the fate 
of mankind, the doubling of the World Council's 
membership to more than 250 churches all over 
the world, the majority in Africa and Eastern 
Europe, and the new ecumenical position of the 
Roman Catholic Church after Vatican II. 


; OV Lider, NOR? OO Y OES iyo 
Another organization giving evidence of change 


was the Christian Peace Conference. At its 


Fourth All Christian Peace Assembly held.in _, 


World delegates and Roman Catholics than at... 
the last one in April 1968, while the ate 
‘more 
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from Western Europe and the USA was noticeably of external church affairs of the Russian Or- 
smaller. The Assembly elected as CPC president thodox Church. 
Metropolitan Nikodim, chairman of the department EPS 


Periscope 


“Third Worlders'' Aid Each Other 


Lutherans in India and Brazil have laumched appeals to aid people in need in other parts of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America. The Federation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in India is seeking US $1,000 from 
its nine member churches for a rehabilitation effort in the famine-stricken Gojam Province of Ethiopia. 
Also the Evangelical Church of Lutheran Confession in Brazil is asking its 1,000 parishes to aid Paki- 
stan refugees in India. At the same time Brazilian Lutherans were urged to continue support of relief 
efforts in the northeast of Brazil. 


"The Church of Christ in New Zealand" 


Church assemblies of five New Zealand churches will be voting in 1972 and 1973 on a plan of union that 
could lead to one united church embracing 60% of the country's population. At a service held recently 
in Wellington the plan was officially handed to representatives of the Anglican, Presbyterian, Methodist 
and Congregational churches plus the Associated Churches of Christ (Disciples). It was a revision of an 
earlier plan (1969) taking into account the various church replies. Name of the new church would be 
"The Church of Christ in New Zealand". 


Record Number of Women 


Some 72 women are preparing for the ministry in the United Presbyterian Church in the USA. Already 
there are 103 ordained women in this church, whose total ministry numbers 13,151. Meanwhile the Angli- 
can bishop of Toronto, Canada, the Rt. Rev. George B. Snell, has ordained Margery Pezzack and Beverley 
Shanley as full-fledged clergy with the right to vote at synod meetings, preach and assist at tioly Com- 
munion. 


Beware the Winter Winds 


As cold weather approaches in India large quantities of blankets and clothing are being purchased for 
Pakistan refugees by CASA, the Indian churches' relief agency. Up to $500,000 may be requested for this 
purpose from the WCC's Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service. The Rehabilitation 
Ministry of India has strongly recommended that CASA be allowed to import jeeps and trucks duty free in 
order to facilitate its relief operations. 


People in the News 

ilis Holiness Moran Mar Ignatius Yacub III, Syrian Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch and All the East, visit- 
ed the World Council of Churches from 18th to 24th October, accompanied by Mar Athanasius, Syrian Ortho- 
dox Archbishop in America, and the archbishops of Bagdad and Mosul. The patriarch was received by Gen- 
eral Secretary Eugene Carson Blake. Residing in Damascus, the patriarch is spiritual leader of one mil- 
lion Syrian Orthodox in East Turkey, Iraq, Syria and Lebanon. Some 1.5 million Indian Christians under 
the leadership of the Catholicos of the Syrian Orthodox Church of the East (Kerala) also recognize the 
patriarch as their supreme head. On October 24 he celebrated a liturgy in Geneva for both Indian Syri- 
acs and 43 of his flock from southeast Turkey, who work in Switzerland primarily in Ticino and Bem. 


The Rev. Minoru Ishimaru, a minister to industrial workers in Chiba, Japan, is the recipient of a Brown- 
ing Achievement Award for "spreading of the Christian Gospel’. The award, which consists of US $5,000 
and a medal, was made by the New York Commmity Trust in memory of the late Edward WW. Browning. Mr. 
Ishimaru worked as a steel plant labourer and a taxi driver before opening the Keiyo Culture and Educa- 
tion Centre serving workers in this highly industrialized area outside Tokyo. Now his concem is keep- 
ing Chiba a truly human community in the face of many dehumanizing forces. 


Miss Janet Lacey, C.B.E., long-time director of Christian Aid, a department of the British Council of 
Churches, until her retirement in 1968, has been named liaison officer with the World Council of Chur- 
ches by the Anglican Consultative Council. She succeeds Mr. Robert Beloe, 0.B.E. who retired from the 
appointment the end of October. Miss Lacey was vice-chairman of the WCC's Division of Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee and World Service from 1961 to 1968. 
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Mr. Henry Makulu, a layman with sociological training who served as assistant director of the Ecumenical 
Institute at Bossey from 1960 to 1964, died in Lusaka, Zambia on October 2 at the age of 56. President 
Kenneth Kaunda was among those who paid tribute to Mr. Makulu as a great humanitarian and symbol of 
good leadership in Zambia. He was former chairman of the Public Service Commission and shaped the coun- 
try's civil service after independence. In addition to editing the All-Africa Sunday School curriculum 
for the World Council of Christian Education, he wrote a number of books, the most recent being Educa- 


tion, Development and Nation Building in Independent Africa (SCM Press, London, 1971). 


Mr. Justice Moloto, general secretary of the United Christian Movement of South Africa and director of 
its literacy programme, has been banned by the Minister of Justice under the Suppression of Commmnism 
Act. He is restricted to the Mafeking District where he must live alone in a four-room unfurnished 
house for the next three years. The banning order charges him with engaging in "activities which are 
furthering or are calculated to further the achievement of any of the objects of communism". Formerly 
president of the multi-racial UC, he helped to start the literacy programme through which black stu- 
dents taught members of the black community to read. 


Bishop Ingo Braecklein, 65, of Thuringia is the new presiding bishop of the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in East Germany, succeeding Bishop Niklot Beste of Schwerin who retired. Since 1970 Bishop 
Braecklein had headed the 1.2 million-member Thuringian church. ——= 

The Rt. Rev. Josiah Mtekateka is Malawi's first African diocesan bishop heading the newly created Angli- 
can Diocese of Lake Malawi. Archbishop Donald Arden of Central Africa renounced jurisdiction over Lake 
Malawi Diocese on October 1. Bishop Mtekateka was former suffragan bishop of Malawi. 


Lady Jackson (Barbara Ward), a member of the SODEPAX Committee, a joint development effort of the World 
Council of Churches and the Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace, was the first woman to address the 
Roman Catholic Synod of Bishops. Prof. Kinhide Mushakoji of the SODEPAX staff was present as 4 lay ex- 


pert. 


Dr. Markus Braun, a German Lutheran pastor working in South Africa, won a high court appeal overturning 
his conviction on a charge of illegally housing 13 African church leaders at a Lutheran mission near 
Johannesburg. In the group was Anglican Bishop Alpheus Zulu, a president of the World Council of Chur- 
ches. Justice V.G. Hiemstra set aside Dr. Braun's conviction on the grounds that the state had not 
proved he had authority to allow or disallow accommodation at the mission. A deportation order is 
still in force. 


Bishop William C. Frey, 41, Episcopal Bishop of Guatemala, has been deported for alleged "interference 
in the political activities" of that country. He and nine other Christian leaders had signed a state- 
ment opposing violence in the country and asking the restoration of constitutional guarantees. A native 
of Texas, Bishop Frey served an Episcopal church in Costa Rica before being named first leader of the. 
Diocese of Guatemala in 1967. 


Dismissal of Father Louis M. Colonnese, 40, as director of the U.S. Catholic Conference's Latin America 
Division has brought expressions of regret from several Protestants directing church work in Latin — 
America. William Wipfler of the National Council of Churches said not only Catholic but Protestant 
mission efforts will suffer because Father Colonnese was a crucial link in communication and coopera~ 
tion between all Christian interests in Latin America. John Sinclair, United Presbyterian, termed him 
a “strong advocate” in the U.S. for non-violent liberation and change. cebabet pret -0l ug Fe 
Ecumenical Patriarch Sends Delegation to Germany . és 
Conversations between the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople and the Evangelical Church in Ger- 
many, begun in 1969, proceeded at Amoldshain, Germany the beginning of October when representatives 
of the two churches discussed the theme "Christ, the Salvation of the World'’. As a result of the talks 
a number of misunderstandings on both sides have been cleared up. The dialogue will continue in 1973. 
at the Patriarchate. Discussions will focus on an ecclesiological topic. fo ptrow irremiule] 
North Cologne Synod Backs Race Grants re ee ant iaeey 5: div! wi 
The North Cologne Synod. of the Evangelical Church in Germany at its recent meeting in Bergheim/Erft _ 


unanimously endorsed the WCC's Programme to Combat Racism. Approving the WCC"s decision to give ‘fir. 
ancial aid to liberation movements for purposes not involving the use of violence, the Synod authorized 
its executive to make an immediate contribution from its budget to the WCC'’s programme , including the _ 
Special Fund, and to give further contributions in the future. ‘Twenty members opposed the decision. _ 
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Kimbanguist Church in Zambia 


The Republic of Zambia has granted official recognition to the Kimbanguist Church. Started at N' Kamba 
near Kinshasa, Congo in 1921, the Mimbanguist movement led in 1956 to the foundation of the Church of 
Christ on Earth by the Prephet Simon Kimbangu. Joseph Diangienda, the youngest son of the founder, is 
now spiritual head of the church, which joined the World Council of Churches in 1969); 


Iakovos. Leaves Conference Presidency 


Archbishop Iakovos, Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America, has resigned 
as president of the Standing Conference of Orthodox Bishops in the USA. He has been asked to continue 
as acting president until the completion of constitutional changes required by the fact that the "Ortho- 
dox Church in America’ has become autonomous and pending fresh elections to membership of the Episcopal 
Conference. 


Danish Woman Pastor Heads Church Affairs Ministry 


Dorte Bennedsen, a woman pastor aged 33, has been named as Minister of Church Affairs in the new Social 
Democratic government of Denmark led by Jens Otto Krag. She is the daughter of the late Dr. Hal Koch, 

a theological professor, and Mrs. Bodil Koch, a former Minister of Church Affairs. From 1964 to 1967 
Dorte Bennedsen was an assistant pastor until she became general secretary of the Youth Fellowship Asso- 
ciation of Denmark. 


Towards a Council of Christian Churches in Iran 


The celebrations in connection with the 2,500th anniversary of the founding of the Persian Empire were 
the occasion for close cooperation between the Christian churches in Iran. The Gregorian and Catholic 
_ Ammenian, the Assyrian, Chaldean, Episcopal, Evangelical, Latin, Greek and Russian Orthodox churches 
all participated in an ecumenical service. There are plans to publish historical material concerning 
the churches in Iran as part of the current ecumenical effort. This closer cooperation makes possible 
the eventual constitution of a wider Christian Council representative of Iran's 200,000 Christians. 


' ‘No Man Is Alien" 

- A series of essays on the unity of mankind has been published as a festschrift in honour of Dr. W.A. 
Visser 't Hooft, honorary president of the World Council of Churches, under the title No Man Is Alien. 
Edited by Dr. J. Robert, Nelson of Boston University (USA), it includes essays by a wide range of Chris- 
tian and Jewish scholars plus a comprehensive bibliography of Dr. Visser 't Hooft's writings from 1918 
to 1970. It has been published in English by E.J. Brill of Leiden and a German version will appear in 
mid-1972. 


More Ecumenical Than Lutheran 


i Five Lutheran churches in West Africa agreed at a recent conference on theological training held in 
Accra, Ghana, that it was more important to work closely with other churches in their areas than to de- 
velop a joint Lutheran programme. The consultation, including lay men and women as well as church of- 
ficials and theologians, also stressed that "teaching and preaching" should have justice and peace as 
prime goals. 


Independence for Mexican Presbyterians 

Three Presbyterian churches doing mission work in Mexico have mutually agreed to the complete financial 
autonomy of the National Presbyterian Church of Mexico in the form of the disengagement of mission per- 
sonnel and funds after 1972. This will mean the "disengagement" of missionaries of the United Presby- 
terian Church in the USA, the Presbyterian Church U.S. and the Reformed Church of America. 


Rhineland Church Likes Leuenberg Draft 

In a letter to the WCC's Faith and Order Secretariat, the Executive Committee of the Evangelical Church 
in the Rhineland has approved in principle the Draft "Agreement of Reformation Churches in Europe" 
(see page 8). The executive likes the draft agreement's stress on what the Reformation churches have 

in common and its rejection of unrealistic attempts to dismiss confessional differences as insignificant 
or "to abandon the doctrinal distinctions formulated by our fathers in the faith". The hope is expressed 
that the work will soon achieve its objective. 


Gr ie 


Orthodox Youth Speak on International Issues 

Resolutions on the Indo-China War, the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT) and peace in the Middle 
East were passed by the 20th Conference of Greek Orthodox Youth of America (GOYA) 7 the official youth 
organization of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America with chapters in the USA, 
Canada and Mexico. 
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Laos is a country of three million people, one-third of whom are officially listed as refugees (see 
"Happy People Gripped by Tragedy", page 11). Since 1969 Asian Christian Service (ACS), an agency of the 
=ast Asia Christian Conference, has been conducting medical work among the refugees primarily through 
mobile clinics. Recently it started agricultural and other self-help projects, which it hopes to fi- 
nance from contributions from church-related agencies channeled through the World Council of Churches. 


Cover: A member of an ACS medical team, checks the heartbeat of a young Laotian. 


Inside Cover: (953-954) Medical personnel recruited from Indonesia, Thailand, Australia and New Zealand 
sometimes drive 200 kilometres a day to treat the ailing, many of whom suffer from malaria, TB and mal- 
nutrition. ~(955) In spite of the war and the decimation of their people (5% killed since 1962) the Meo 
people in eastern Laos remain friendly and joyous. (956) Firewood is exchanged for food. (957) Slowly 
the focus of ACS relief efforts is shifting from food handouts to the provision of fertilizers 
and seeds so villagers can balance their diet and hopefully become self-supporting. (958) ACS with 

the cooperation of the World Council of Churches has organized a milk distribution programme especially 
for children. 


Preparations for the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity are beginning in many churches as a way 
of bringing Protestants, Orthodox and Roman Catholics into closer fellowship through prayer and common 
action. Theme for the 1972 week is "I give you a new commandment--Love, as I have loved you''. (959) 
Poster produced for the occasion by the Canadian Council of Churches. 


(960) His Holiness Moran Mar Ignatius Yacub III, Syrian Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch and All the East, 
on visit to World Council of Churches in Geneva. left to right: the archbishops of Mosul and Baghdad, 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, Patriarch Yacub, Archbishop Mar Athanasius (New York) 
and WCC staff member K.C. Joseph, Syrian Orthodox of India. (961) Rev. Minoru Ishimaru of Chiba, Japan, 
recipient of Edward '/. Browning Achievement Award for "spreading the Christian Gospel". 


BOTH SHOVELS AND SOCIAL SERVICE 


Ecumenical work camps have a long and noble history. They were an effective means of bringing reconcil- 
jation and reconstruction to war-devastated countries after World War II. Even when young people could 
not speak each other's language they could work together. And strong bonds of friendship were knit 
which in some cases exist until the present day. 


Now the world has changed and needs are different. The focus has shifted to the developing world where 
youth can make a strong contribution to economic, social and cultural development. Ecumenical Youth 
Service of the World Council of Churches recruits for a wide complex of projects and work camps indige- 
nously planned and administered on all continents. More than 1,000 volunteers (aged 18 to 30 years) 
from over 60 countries engaged in some type of voluntary service project during 1971. 


In Europe the majority of projects are commmity organization or social service, as befits an essential- 
ly urban-industrial continent experiencing social problems. In Asia, Africa and Latin America where ag- 
riculture is the backbone of the economy, the emphasis is on development schemes. Projects. involve con- 
structing school rooms, building connecting roads, developing farm land and agricultural services. Na- 
tionals from within the country join volunteers from other Third World nations in these projects. In 
long-term projects volunteers with vocational skills have become essential. Photos by Solbjerghdj, Ful- 
ton, Goldsworthy, Taylor. 


Opposite Page: (962-965) Typical pictures from the early "pick and shovel" days when work camps empha- 
Sized reconstruction of European churches and schools. (966) A long-awaited letter from home. (967) 
Not only work but worship and dialogue are a feature of youth service projects drawing together people 
of different racial, national and confessional backgrounds. (968) Work camp in Swaziland was one of 
19 held in African countries this year. (969-971) In depressed areas of Liverpool the need was for or- 
ganized recreation for children. (972) Raising the cross in Indonesia. (973) Archie LeMone, associate 
director for Ecumenical Youth Service, and Max Forestier, national leader of a Swiss project at Founex. 
(974-976) EYS volunteers at Founex near Geneva rebuilt an old barn that will serve as a community cen- 
tre. (977-980) Coffee House Rosen in Uppsala, Sweden provided a meeting place for participants in one 
of several 1971 "encounter groups". After visiting various social services and government agencies — 
during the day, participants met each evening to evaluate their experiences. ; 
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CCIA ALERTS COMMISSIONERS 
TO UN'S BUDGET CRISIS 


Geneva (EPS) - Shortly before China's admission to the United Nations focused 
the world spotlight on its New York headquarters, the Commission of the Chur- 
ches on International Affairs (CCIA) had sent out an alarm on the UN's imminent 


bankruptcy. 


A letter sent to the 25 national commissions and 74 commissioners of CCIA by 
its chairman, Olle Dahlen of Sweden, and its director, Leopoldo J. Niilus of 
Geneva, cited U Thant's annual report that "the organisation is as of now in 


a state of near and hopeless insolvency and literally living from hand to mouth". 


Each commissioner was asked to call his government's attention to the fact that 
this "disastrous situation" stemmed from the failure of member governments to 
pay their assessed contributions and the failure of many governments to make 
voluntary contributions for the peace-keeping missions in the Middle East and 


in the Congo. 


"We appeal to you in the name of your churches and of the World Council of 
Churches", wrote Dahlen and Niilus, "to urge your government to take this 
situation into most urgent and serious consideration", to pay the normal as-— 
sessment in full and make voluntary contributions to peace-keeping missions. 


EPS 


NEW CULTURAL INSTITUTE 

LAUNCHED IN GENEVA 

Geneva (EPS) - A new Institute for Cultural Action under the direction of Prof. 
Paulo Freire, well-known Latin American educator, opened here recently with a 
three-week seminar for 16 frontier interns from the United Presbyterian Church 


in the USA. 


Situated at the Foyer John Knox, the institute will have a staff of three 
young Latin American educators: Claudius Ceccon, Rosiska Ribeiro and Miguel 


Darcy de Oliveira. 


The institute was formed to provide a centre for gathering and coordinating 
information on movements that seek to sensitize people to their cultural and 


political responsibilities in society. 


It envisions a quarterly publication as one way of sharing information among 
the scattered groups engaged in programmes of conscientization. And it hopes 


to make its resources of information and expertise available to scholars and : 
(more) 
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educators as well. Its training efforts will concentrate on teaching the theo- 


ry and methodology of cultural action to those going to work in the Third World. 


As director, Prof. Freire will participate in the planning and engage in re- 
search and training activities when he can take time from his duties as spe- 


cial consultant in the Office of Education of the World Council of Churches. 


The institute has its own governing board including persons from Geneva and 


elsewhere. Funds are being sought from churches, governments and private 


£ d i ° 
oundations. 15, 


WCC CABLES FIRST RESPONSE 

TO ORISSA CYCLONE 

Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches! Commission on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) last week cabled an initial $5,000 to the 
Utkal Christian Council for flood relief in cyclone-torn Orissa State. In the 
meantime, CASA, the Indian churches' relief and development agency, already 
fully stretched by the Pakistani refugee problem, is meeting with state govern- 


ment officials to determine needs. 


Bread for the World, the German church agency, this week handed a cheque for 
one million DM ($302,100) to the Indian minister of trade for flood disaster 
relief work. The money will be used for housing, tools and seeds and 


food-for-work programmes. 


CICARWS announced this week that it has received cash and pledges totalling 
$2,730,240 towards the $4 million appeal made in June for the India/Pakistan 
situation. Of the money received $1,314,563 has so far been transferred to 


the CASA programme amongst the refugees. 


As winter approaches, many of the refugees are in desperate need of blankets. 
John Hastings, a Methodist missionary in Calcutta, has cabled: "I can't stress 
enough the urgency of getting blankets here as soon as possible. Hundreds of 
refugee children are dying from exposure. Hundreds of thousands will be dead 


by Christmas". 


Christian Aid, the British churches' relief and development agency, has arrang- 
ed three immediate relief flights for next week carrying 44,000 blankets and 20 
tons of babyfood and milk powder. CICARWS has also agreed to $250,000 being 


spent on local purchase of blankets by CASA. EPS 
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PEACE PROGRAMME, VIENNA FOLLOW-UP 

PLANNED BY WOMEN'S GROUP 

Geneva (EPS) - The Women's Ecumenical Liaison Group has projected a three-year 
programme on "Women's Role in Peace Education" to be carried out jointly with 
another Roman Catholic/World Council of Churches group--the Committee on So- 


ciety, Development and Peace popularly known as SODEPAX. 


An international task force of Protestant, Orthodox and Roman Catholic women 
will meet next May, probably in Cyprus, to see what women's groups are already 
doing at local, national and regional levels. Their goal will be to produce 


guidelines for education for peace. 


When the Women's Ecumenical Liaison Group (WELG) met at Cartigny outside Geneva 
late last month, it also received reports of follow-up of the Vienna consulta- 


tion on "The Image of Woman in the Mass Media" held in June 1971. 


In England, for instance, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Methodist women have 
agreed to a two-year project on television. The first year will be a time of 
education about television so that the second year can be given to evaluation 
of programmes in terms of how they depict women. Swiss women's groups have 
prepared a questionnaire in German for use in assessing what TV shows. And 
German women are printing a book on the Vienna consultation expressing the con- 


cern that all the mass media present women as full human beings. 


A report on WELG's four-year experience is being prepared for the 1972 meeting 
of the Joint Working Group between the Roman Catholic Church and the World Coun- 
cil of Churches. Noting that the group grew out of an international meeting of 
religious women and lay women held towards the end of the Second Vatican Coun- 
cil, the report will show how it has sought to encourage the responsible parti- 
cipation of Christian women in the renewal and mission of the Church in a chang- 


ing society. 


The Joint Working Group will then be asked to extend the mandate of WELG and 
give financial and moral support for its various projects. While the officers 
meeting at Cartigny recognized that the Church is a community of men and women, 
they felt there was still a task for women's groups and that WELG could use- 


fully serve and stimulate their action in an ecumenical context. 5. 
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MODERATE OPTIMISM OVER WSCF'S 

FUTURE EXPRESSED BY DIRECTOR 

New York (EPS) - The World Student Christian Federation (WSCF) is deeply involv- 
ed in a three-fold crisis: political, institutional and spiritual, General Sec- 
retary Risto Lehtonen told top mission executives of the U.S. denominations 


meeting here November 4 and 5. 


The Finnish-born secretary of the Geneva-based federation was addressing the 
Programme Board of the National Council of Churches! Division of Overseas Minis- 
tries. He said he was "moderately optimistic" about the ability of the WSCF to 
get on a new course because regionalization has produced a new ethos and style, 
new centres of creative thinking and planning and also fresh approaches that 


"enable them to reinterpret and affirm the Christian faith without embarrassment". 


Regionalization has made a real change in the life of the federation, according 
to Mr. Lehtonen. The work has gained strength and momentum particularly in Af- 


rica but also in the Middle East and Asia. 


"We cannot deal adequately with the political and institutional crises", said 
Mr. Lehtonen, "without facing head on as a world community questions of faith, 
identity and commitment:...We need to make wrestling with the faith a central 


and continuing dimension of the whole WSCF’. 


Noting that non-Westerners in the federation will no longer accept the imposi- 
tion on them of "the spiritual bankruptcies of the Western students", he at 
the same time reported evidence in Europe and North America of a "spiritual hun- 


ger which the theologies of secularization and of social change do not satisty :. 


Three courses are open to the WSCF, Mr. Lehtonen believes, if it wishes to 
struggle for "a just society, for elimination of exploitation and oppression". 
The first would involve following a clear political and ideological line. The 
WSCF would give up its institutional security and lose its life in the revolu- 
tionary struggle. The second alternative would be to disrupt and weaken the 
old order to make way for a new one. The third option stresses "the radical 
claims and promises of Jesus Christ and the radical nature of His love and for- 


giveness" as the lasting source of an effective politics of liberation. 


Mr. Lehtonen stated his conviction that "only the third option is a viable basis 
for the work of the WSCF", even though it is not without problems. "We need to 
avoid trends to isolationism that might find a cover in the new regionalization. 


We need to go deeper into the meaning of the faith we confess, facing in partly 


political terms the present dangers... a 


EPS 
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VALDO GALLAND OF CWME STAFF DIES 


Geneva (EPS) - The Rev. Valdo Galland, a former general secretary of the World 
Student Christian Federation and since 1968 a member of the staff of the World 
Council of Churches’ Commission on World Mission and Evangelism, died ‘here 


November 5 at the age of 51 after a long illness. 


He was a man of two worlds, having been born and raised in Latin America, but 


returning to his parents' home in Switzerland for his higher education. 


After serving four years as a pastor in Buenos Aires he joined the staff of 

the World Student Christian Federation in 1951 as secretary for Latin America, 
and in this role he organized the first WSCF Conferences in Latin America and 
became a leader of ecumenical work in that continent. In 1956 he became Asso- 
ciate General Secretary of the WSCF under Philippe Maury and in 1961 was elect- 


ed General Secretary, a post which he held until 1968. 


Mr. Galland served the World Council of Churches as secretary for mission and 
service in the New York Office, acting as liaison between mission and service 
agencies of the U.S. churches and corresponding agencies of the WCC in Geneva. 
He also worked closely with the appropriate divisions of the National Council 


of Churches (USA). 


He is survived by his widow, Michelene, and two sons. A memorial service is 


being held in the Ecumenical Centre here on November ate : 
P 


TWO LWF EXECUTIVES REFUSED 

ENTRY TO SOUTH AFRICA 

Geneva (EPS) - The South African Government has denied entry visas without 
explanation to two staff members of the Lutheran World Federation, Associate 
General Secretary Carl H. Mau and Dr. Ulrich Duchrow, director of the Studies 
Department. ‘They had been scheduled to participate in a church leaders’ sem- 
inar in Roodeport near Johannesburg planned by the LWF and the Federation of 


Evangelical Lutheran Churches in Southern Africa. 


Earlier Dr. Gunther Schulze, Africa secretary in the Church Cooperation Depart 
ment, and the Rev. Heiner Hoffmann, research assistant in the Studies Depart-— 


ment, were unable to get visas. EPS 
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AACC STARTS PROGRAMME 

TO FIGHT RACISM, TRIBALISM 

Kinshasa (EPS) - Racial discrimination is now recognised as one of the great 
est threats to the peace of the world and especially the peace of Africa. *"Ehe 


fighting going on in many parts of the continent has racism as its basis. 


For this reason the Executive Committee of the All Africa Conference of Chur- 
ches (AACC) launched a two-year Programme for Combating Racism and Tribalism 


in Africa during its recent four-day meeting here. 


The programme got its send-off during AACC Week (October 31 to November 7). 
Packets of material distributed to the 100 churches and organizations belong- 
ing to AACC contained a series of Bible studies for the week as well as two 
case studies: "A Country Victim of White Racism--Guinea-Bissau" and "A Tribe 


Victim of White Racism--Tangwena Tribe”. 


The observance will be climaxed by a mass meeting in Kinshasa Stadium on Novem- 
ber 24. Then Executive Committee members and staff of AACC will visit churches 
throughout Africa to mobilize opinion and suggest concrete actions to fight 
racism. While the 1971 emphasis is on white racism, the year 1972 will focus 


on tribalism and its harmful effects on African unity. 


"Racism and tribalism both pose spiritual problems and challenge men to take 
a stand, to repent and to live a new life", Canon Burgess Carr, general secre- 
tary of AACC, said. "We believe that their elimination must be part of the 


task of the Christian Church in Africa". 


Earlier in the Executive Committee meeting Canon Carr had proposed that a "Dec- 
laration of Kinshasa" be issued on the role of the ecumenical movement in Africa. 
"Tt should affirm our commitment to preserve Christianity as a religion of hope", 
he said. "It should affirm our conviction that amidst all the problems of race 
ism, underdevelopment, oppression and repression, God is clearly on the side of 


the poor, the oppressed, the black people of Africa”. 


The declaration must point to the future as well. "Is our generation given the 
task of preparing a new millenium in world Christianity? 1 believe so", Canon 
Carr replied. "What will world Christianity be like when it is centred in Af- 
rica, when it is no longer the religion of the white man, the rich and affluent 
and the oppressor, but of the poor, the black, the oppressed and exploited of 


the world?" He proposed that the AACC help the churches find answers to these 


questions+ 5. 
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INDUSTRIAL CHAPLAINS WATCH 

COMMON MARKET DEVELOPMENTS 

Liselund, Denmark (EPS) - Industrial chaplains concerned about the welfare of 
workers in factories throughout Europe are following the development of the 
European Common Market with interest. They are watching to see whether the 

EEC will become simply another economic power or could be a vehicle for improv- 


ing the working conditions of industrial employees. 


This was one topic discussed at the annual meeting here of the European Contact 
Group for Church and Industry, an offshoot of the World Council of Churches' 
Department of Urban Industrial Mission. Present were representatives of 10 Eu- 
ropean countries and observers appointed by the Vatican Secretariat for Promot— 
ing Christian Unity. Latest figures show 424 full-time industrial chaplains 


in Europe, the largest number (170) in Germany. 


The theme of the Liselund meeting was "Nationalism and Exploitation" taking 
into account the plea made in 1970 by the Swiss member for a better understand- 
ing of European industrial societies. Switzerland, for instance, has exper-- 
ienced prosperity, concentration and mergers in industry. With them have come, 
however, inflation, foreign infiltration, overpopulation and problems of na- 
tional autonomy and sovereignty. Papers on this subject were presented by the 
Swiss and German members and on the basis of these, the group will continue 


the study throughout the coming year. 


To promote year-round activity among industrial chaplains the group elected 

an Executive Committee headed by the following: Chairman--Dr. A. Trub, Insti- 
tute Kirche and Industrie, Ziirich; Secretary--the Rev. George D. Wilkie, indus- 
trial organizer, Church of Scotland; Treasurer--the Rev. Michael Atkinson, sec 


retary, Industrial Mission Association in Great Britain. EPS 


TWO NEW ORGANIZATIONS CARRY ON 

WORK OF PARIS MISSION SOCIETY 

Paris (EPS) - The Paris Missionary Society held its last general assembly here 
October 30 to November 1. Its 149-year tradition will be carried on through 
two new organizations: The Protestant Community for Apostolic Action (PCAC) , 
a multi-confessional and multi-racial missionary community, and the French 


Protestant Department for Apostolic Action within the French Protestant Fed- 


eration. 


PCAC, which groups 23 churches in Europe, Africa and the Pacific, has chosen 
(more) 
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the following officers: President--the Rev. Eugene Hotz (Switzerland); Vice- 
Presidents--the Rev. Jacques Maury (France), the Rev. Jean Kotto (Cameroun) and 
the Rev. Doyce Musunsa (Zambia); General Secretary--the Rev. Victor Rakotoarima- 
nana (Madagascar). 


Reformed and Lutheran churches in France will cooperate in the French Depart— 
ment under the leadership of Mr. Jean Courvoisier as president and the Rev. 
Maurice Pont as general secretary. EPS 


SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCH WILL 
BANK WCC MEMBERSHIP FEE 


Pietermaritzburg, South Africa (EPS) - The United Congregational Church of South- 
ern Africa will not only continue its membership in the World Council of Churches 
but has voted to deposit its annual membership fee of 150 Rand ($215) in a sav- 
ings account until such time as it can transfer the funds to the WCC with accrued 
interest. 


(Prime Minister John Vorster told church representatives in September that South 
African churches retaining membership in the WCC would not be permitted to send 
funds to the world body.) 


Earlier the Rev. B.N.B. Ngidi in his chairman's address had urged the UCCSA 
assembly to stop being emotional about the WCC's grants for the humanitarian 
work of liberation movements. "The black man has seen in the World Council of 
Churches the hand of God at work", he said. "This action has indieated the 
side on which this world body stands in the struggle against racism. Once 


again the West and the East stand together against a common enemy." 


UCCSA was formed in 1967 by merger of the Bantu Congregational Church, the Con- 
gregational Union of South Africa (white) and churches of the former London 
Missionary Society. EPS 


CHRISTIAN CRITICISM OF DEAN'S SENTENCE MOUNTS 


Johannesburg (EPS) - Christian protests continued to mount over the five-year 
prison sentence given the Very Rev. Gonville ffrench-Beytagh, Anglican Dean of 
Johannesburg. He was found guilty of three offences: two acts of incitement 
to violence and one of channeling money to banned persons and organisations in 
South Africa. The case has been appealed. 


Commenting on the sentencing of the dean, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general sec 
retary of the World Council of Churches, said in Geneva: "Tf such little evi- 
dence as was produced in this trial suffices to imprison a man for five years, 
it is not the accused but the whole legal system which is on trial”. Calling 
for the verdict to be appealed, he said: "We hope and pray that a reconsidera- 
tion of the dean's case will give the world evidence that justice can prevail 
over the arbitrariness of racist laws". 


Rhodesia's two Anglican bishops deplored the sentence. The Bishop of Mashona- 
land, the Rt. Rev. Paul Burrough, said reports of the trial gave no indication 
the dean could ever have endangered South Africa. The Bishop of Matabeleland, 
the Rt. Rev. Mark Wood, said: "This whole business stinks. I believe it un- 
believable that the dean could be guilty of anything nefarious". South Afri- 
can clergy expressing shock included Joseph Wing, general secretary, United 


Congregational Church; Methodist superintendent S.G. Pitts and Presbyterian 
Ian Thompson. EPS 
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OBLIGATION TO WORK FOR JUSTICE 

STRESSED BY CICARWS DIRECTOR 

Montreux, Switzerland (EPS) - Churches were reminded of the Christian obligation 
to be concerned with matters of overall justice by Dr. Alan A. Brash, director 
of the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) of 
the World Council of Churches and chairman of its Programme Unit on Justice and 
Service. He was speaking at the commission's meeting being held here November 


i7-19. 


Discussing some of the issues raised by the integration of justice and service 
concerns within the World Council of Churches, the director said clearly it was 
not enough in South Africa merely to assist the victims of unjust laws. "The 


injustice of those laws must be challenged in Christ's name". 


In addition Dr. Brash maintained, "the churches must be aware of the influence 

of their service programmes to individuals on the total situations within which 
people live". Pointing to cases where aid may do a little good here or there 

but overall strengthens a situation characterized by injustice and endemic pover- 
ty, he said there was no alternative to making "existential decisions" about 


whether to continue a programme in each case. 


The director's emphasis on justice drew strong support from commission members. 
Mr. Yap Tham Rien, Indonesian vice-chairman of CICARWS, said, "Justice and ser- 
vice are two aspects of one and the same thing: that is, love. Justice without 
service is not love in a sense I understand. Service without justice has some- 


thing very real missing". 


But concern was also expressed as to how CICARWS could adequately respond to the 
needs of churches. Pastor Hans-Otto Hahn, director of the German Protestant 
agency Bread for the World, questioned whether the commission was in danger of 
manipulating the needs of the churches. "Something must be wrong", he said "if 


we give money for chickens in the name of development but not to church projects". 


Dr. Brash went on to stress that the commitment to justice and service programmes 
had to be combined with two other insights. The first was the obligation to care 
for those who suffer. "It may be that our efforts to achieve justice and recon- 
ciliation have to be speeded up but with the clear recognition that the service 


obligation will have to be met". 


The second insight that has to be manifest programmatically, the director ex- 


plained, was that the churches in their caring are dealing with Jesus Christ. 
(more) 
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w . . . . ca . . . . 
If our service is ultimately divorced from mission in Christ's name and for his 


sake, it becomes no more than humanitarian", he emphasised. 


Reporting on progress within the Programme Unit on Justice and Service, which 
brings together CICARWS, the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 
(CCIA), the Programme to Combat Racism (PCR) and the Commission on the Churches' 
Participation in Development (CCPD), Dr. Brash claimed a "remarkable degree of 
programme integration". He said there was a "maximum acceptance of the ration- 
ale of relating justice and service concerns". On problems related to Vietnam, 
southern Africa, the Sudan and India and Pakistan, the different sub-units are 


working in a "close team relationship", he said. 


CICARWS itself is probably involved "in more programmes in more places around 
the world than at any other previous moment in its history", according to Dr. 
Brash. He reported on changes taking place in the project system which are giv- 
ing churches in the different regions more opportunity to take the fundamental 
decisions about priorities. Despite difficulties, he said, the changes had been 


an advantage to the system as a whole. 


He also mentioned that the post-war reconstruction programme in Nigeria would be 
drawing to a close early in 1972. It has involved an expenditure of $7 million. 
The director paid tribute to Mr. Emmanuel Urhobo, a Nigerian lawyer who heads 


the Nigerian Christian Council's Relief and Rehabilitation Commission. EPS 


GERMAN RELIEF AGENCY STEPS UP REFUGEE AID 


Stuttgart (EPS) - The relief agency of the Evangelical Church in Germany (Das 
Diakonische Werk) sent a charter plane to Calcutta on November 12 containing 
three landrovers and full equipment for three field hospitals including tents, 
several thousand blankets, sheets and air mattresses. In addition it plans to 
increase its contribution to Lifeline, the child care programme supplying much- 
needed protein to children in the refugee camps. Of the 2 million children 
under eight years in the camps, some 85% suffer from serious protein deficiency. 
With the coming of cold weather the German agency expects to supply clothing 
for 500,000 adults and 200,000 children, using funds received in a special col- 


lection taken in churches last Sunday. EPS 
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ECUMENICAL SPIRIT PERVADES 

INSTALLATION OF COPTIC PATRIARCH 

Cairo (EPS) - The heads of three Orthodox churches and representatives of several 
others joined a Roman Catholic cardinal and the general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches in paying tribute to the new Patriarch of the Coptic Ortho- 


dox Church upon his enthronement here November 14. 


Bishop Shenuda, 48, a graduate of Cairo University who has been in charge of 
religious education for the church, was enthroned as the 117th successor to St. 
Mark as Patriarch of the Coptic Orthodox Church and Pope of Alexandria. He suc~ 


ceeds Pope Kyrillos VI, who died last March. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the WCC, spoke on the unity of 
the Church at a dinner meeting on the night of November 14. Present were the 
Minister of Tourism and the following visiting Orthodox dignitaries: Moran Mar 
Ignatius Yacub III, Syrian Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch; Khoran I, Catholicos 
of the Armenian Church of Cilicia; a representative of Abuna Theophilos, Patri- 
arch of the Ethiopian Church; Justinian, Patriarch of Rumania; Bishop Hermogen 
for the Moscow Patriarchate; Metropolitan Emilianos and the Rev. George Tsetsis, 
representing the Ecumenical Patriarchate. Jan Cardinal Willebrands, president 
of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, attended as well. 
Also representing the WCC was Dr. Maurice Assad of the Programme Unit on Educa 


tion and Communication. 


The World Council of Churches is committed to the unity of the Church only in 
the context of the unity of mankind, Dr. Blake stated. "Following our Lord in 
identification with the poor and the oppressed, we are anxious to increase re- 
lationships with men of other faiths and ideologies, so that men of faith can 


work together on behalf of the needs and the peace of all men", he said. 


Turning to the newly installed patriarch he said: "In this context it is clear 
that the Coptic Orthodox Church is in a key position to increase the dialogue 
with Islam in particular so that people who believe in God may help mankind to 
accept and support the values of justice, equality and freedom. Because of 
your deep faith, it is clear that the church under your leadership may be ex- 
pected to make positive contributions to the ecumenical hopes that come to us 


from Jesus Christ". 


Dr. Blake also brought greetings from the Synod of the Evangelical Church in 


Germany which he had addressed in Frankfurt last week. EPS 
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND COMMENDS WCC 

GRANTS FOR RAISING RACE PROBLEM 

London (EPS) - The General Synod of the Church of England has expressed grati- 
tude to the World Council of Churches for raising the level of the churches' 
awareness of the race problem by menas of its anti-racism grants. A resolution 
passed last week specifically mentioned the WCC decision to go beyond aid to 
the victims of racism and to "seek to put into the hands of the powerless the 


power bestowed by education and the enjoyment of human rights". 


The synod also recognized that even though the grants were made conditional upon 
their use for non-violent purposes, "important theological questions about the 

violent and non-violent use of power in the pursuit of justice are raised by the 
action of the WCC". It concluded that prayer and study relating to these issues 


should be intensified throughout the Church of England. 


At the same time the synod rejected a request that the Central Board of Finance 
be authorised to open a special account for the WCC's Fund to Combat Racism into 
which dioceses, parishes and individuals could make payments. The motion was 
made by Father Hugh Bishop, superior of the Community of the Resurrection and 
newly appointed chairman of the Race Relations Unit of the British Council of 
Churches. The vote--by a show of hands--was angrily disputed by some supporters 


of the proposal, but the chairman, Sir John Arbuthnot, refused to allow a recount. 
EPS 


U.§. METHODIST MISSION BOARD 
CONFIRMS FAITH IN WCC 


Minneapolis, Minnesota (EPS) - A vote of confidence in the World Council of Chur- 
ches was unanimously adopted by the annual meeting of the United Methodist Board 
of Missions here. The resolution referred specifically to recent criticism that 
had appeared in the Reader's Digest concerning the wceC's Programme to Combat 
Racism. 

The United Methodist Mission Board was an early contributor to the Special Fund 
to Combat Racism, which has made a series of grants totalling $400,000 to some 

33 organisations of oppressed racial groups or those supporting victims of ra~ 


cial injustice... 


k2— he 
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CARIBBEAN CONFERENCE SKETCHES 

CHURCHES' ROLE IN CHANGE 

Port of Spain, Trinidad (EPS) - Churches in the Caribbean must participate in 
developing a people's movement for change. They can no longer confine themselves 
to treating the symptoms of social ills and leave unchallenged the roots of n= 
justice, Dr. Roy Neehall told the Caribbean Ecumenical Consultation for Develop- 


ment, which opened here November 15. 


The consultation is being sponsored by the Agency for Christian Action for Devel- 
opment in the Eastern Caribbean and SODEPAX, the joint World Council of Churches/ 


Roman Catholic committee for promoting justice, development and peace. 


Dr. Neehall, a SODEPAX staff member, said that democracy in the Caribbean can 
today be caricatured by "five minutes in the polling booth every five years". 


The churches must see that this is changed. 


The Trinidad-born clergyman chided churchmen who are opposed to change and liber- 
ation. He said the theme of the Christian Gospel was constant renewal. The Gos- 
pel, he said, is "geared to a new organisation of the collective life and not 


just the transformation of the inner life". 


The conference is the first in the Caribbean linking the English, Spanish, French 
and Dutch-speaking islands. It is being attended by 250 churchmen, politicians 


and economists. 


Members of Trinidad's Black Panther and Young Power groups were among those who 

heard their former Senator say that "development here is a question of justice. 

The inequities that exist, the denial of freedom to those who oppose the centres 
of power, the lack of opportunity to gain the basic necessities of life and the 

dividing of communities into privileged and underprivileged——-all point to the 


reality of gross injustice”. 


On the subject of violence Dr. Neehall said, "Development as justice without vio- 
lence is not possible unless the hope for change among the masses of marginal men 
is matched by the will for change among those who now control society". And he 

warned that "it is naive to expect that change or development in terms of justice 
can be achieved without conflict". He said the colonial systems still at work in 


the independent nations of the Caribbean are "ripe for destruction". 


Mr. Shridoth $. Ramphal, Guyana's Minister for External Affairs, said the Church's 
legitimate role is to search for a West Indian identity and contribute to a poli- 


tical unity to give strength to economic and social independence. EPS 
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NEW MINISTER OF RELIGION SPEAKS 
TO INDONESIAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
Sukabumi, West Java (EPS) - Two significant ecumenical advances marked the recent 


meeting of the Central Committee of the Indonesian Council of Churches held here. 


Prof. Dr. Mukti Ali, newly elected Minister of Religion and a Muslim, gave an ad- 
dress on Religion and Development in which he acknowledged his indebtedness to 
ecumenical thinking on development stemming from the 1970 Montreux Consultation 
sponsored by the World Council of Churches. He also mentioned documents published 
by SODEPAX, the joint WCC/Roman Catholic Committee on Society, Development and 


Peace. 


Turning to development activities in Indonesia, he called for close cooperation 
by all religious groups and cited the need for them to engage in open and serious 


dialogue on common concerns. 


This was the first time in the 21-year history of the Council of Churches that 
the Minister of Religion had met with the Central Committee. Named by President 
Suharto the middle of September, Prof. Mukti Ali had earlier attended both the 
wcec's Ajultoun Consultation on Dialogue which brought together Hindus, Buddhists, 
Christians and Muslims, and the Conference on Religion and Peace held in Kyoto 


last year. 


A second ecumenical development was the presentation of a new translation of the 
New Testament into modern Indonesian due to be released this month. All Chris- 
tian communions in the country--Protestant, Roman Catholic, Pentecostal and 
others--will use the volume, according to the Rev. W.J. Rumambi, president of 
the Indonesian Bible Society, who presented a copy to each Central Committee 
member. The text of the Old Testament translation begun in 1952 is ready but 


has been delayed until 1973 to await reactions to the New Testament. 


At its first meeting since its election by the Seventh Assembly last April, the 
Central Committee welcomed the recent decision of the WCC Executive Committee to 
hold the Fifth WCC Assembly in Djakarta in 1975. It also approved the admission 


of the Indonesian Protestant Church in Corontalo (North Celebes) as the council's 


4lst member. 


The Rev. Harvey Perkins of the World Council of Churches' Commission on the 
Churches' Participation in Development attended the meeting at the invitation 
of the CCI, for continuing conversation on the work of the newly established 


Development Centre designed to stimulate, assist and coordinate development 


activities of the churches and the council. EPS 


No. 30 - 18th November, 1971 8 


ANGLICAN PROPOSAL TO AID BANNED 

SOUTH AFRICANS GAINS SUPPORT 

Johannesburg (EPS) - Methodist, Congregational and Roman Catholic church leaders 
have joined Anglican clergy of South Africa in calling for a committee to "de- 
vise ways of supporting people" who are banned, restricted or imprisoned for 


acting on Christian principles. 


The request was initiated by 20 Anglican bishops with the backing of 14 Anglican 
priests and 14 senior laymen representing every diocese in South and South-West 
Africa. They asked Archbishop Robert Selby Taylor to appoint a committee because 
"people who, in obedience to the demands of the Gospel identify themselves with 
the poor and rejected, will themselves often be despised, rejected and ostracised 


by those around them, or even banned, restricted and imprisoned by the authorities". 


The committee would report its findings to the archbishop for their implementation 


at provincial level and for their submission to dioceses for appropriate action. 


Dr. Alex Boraine, president of the Methodist Church, said: "I welcome the cour 
ageous stand taken by the Anglican Church and I am quite sure each church in 
South Africa must face up to the situation of detention and of people under duress 


and banning because this is becoming increasingly an everyday event". 


The Rev. Alan Hendrikse, chairman of the United Congregational Church, said,"I 
support the decision not as an act of defiance to the state but as an essential 
Christian witness. We are aware that political detainees and even those con- 
victed are victims of a social order which denies them almost every human right 


and robs them of human dignity". 


Roman Catholic Archbishop Denis Hurley of Durban said he thought the Anglicans' 


decision was "splendid". 


When asked if the decision was in support of the Anglican Dean of Johannesburg, 
the Very Rev. Gonville ffrench-Beytagh, Archbishop Taylor said: "The resolution 
is in support of Christian witness. Insofar as the dean was giving Christian 
witness we would support him. We are not seeking a confrontation with the state, 


nor are we seeking to avoid it. We are standing on Christian principles". EPS 


ANGLICAN CHURCH TO ORDAIN TWO WOMEN 


Hong Kong (EPS) - The Anglican Church in Hong Kong is soon to have its first 
fully ordained women priests. They are a Chinese, Miss Jane Hwang Hsien Yuen, 
and London-born Miss Joyce Bennett, both of whom are serving here as deacons. 
Bishop Gilbert Baker announced that the step followed careful study in every 
Hong Kong parish whereupon the ordination of women was approved by a large ma~ 


jority. 
JOritY* Eps 
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EDUCATIONAL REFORM IS TOPIC 
OF GERMAN CHURCH SYNOD 


Frankfurt (EPS) - The Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) last week 
welcomed efforts towards a comprehensive reform of education in the Federal Re- 
public. But a resolution adopted at the end of its six-day meeting stressed 
that educational reform should not be designed merely to promote the economic 
and technological growth of a consumer society. It should seek at the same time 
social justice, freedom for personal development, equality of opportunity and 


disinterested research. 


The statement also declared the Church should support educationalists attempting 
reforms on behalf of "humanization" and "democratization". Reforms would require 
increased sacrifices from all, perhaps a reduction in consumer spending, it was 
noted. 


In other actions the synod urged that church educational planning be done on an 
ecumenical basis, approved a permanent 10-member EKD commission for educational 
policy, and requested funds to strengthen the Comenius Institute at Munster. 
The latter would help the EKD fulfil church tasks in education and training at 
the national level, especially in research and planning. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 


and the Rev. Werner Simpfendérfer, chairman of its Programme Unit on Education 
and Communication, were welcomed as guests of the synod. EPS 


UNITY IN FAITH AFFIRMED 
BY EUROPEAN ORTHODOX YOUTH 


Annecy, France (EPS) - Some 300 young Orthodox Christians from France, Switzer- 
land and Belgium, plus a few from England, held a general conference here from 
30th October to lst November. Various Orthodox churches were represented in 
the group. 


Among the resolutions was one asking the Coordinating Committee of Orthodox 
Youth in France to further the movement towards reconciliation and cooperation 
among Orthodox Christians in the French-speaking countries of Europe, within 
the overall framework of "Syndesmos", the World Federation of Orthodox Youth 
Movements. 


The young people also expressed a strong desire "to share fully in preparations 
for the Pan-Orthodox Council which has as its major responsibility the solution 
of the problem of the scattered Orthodox community". They also pledged them- 
selves to practice the principles of Orthodox reconciliation and cooperation in 
their own work and to increase "opportunities of meeting and working together". 
The French Committee was asked to provide detailed information about the various 
types of meetings now current among Orthodox young people in Western Europe. 


For this purpose a leaders' consultation will be arranged before summer 1972. 


The theme of the Annecy conference was "The Resurrection and Contemporary Man". 
The young people defined the witness of the Orthodox Church on the basis of 
the liturgy and monasticism, believing that Orthodox Christians could contri- 
bute a definite spiritual solidity to a Western Christendom longing for a new 
understanding and practice of prayer. EPS 
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State Churches: Scandinavian Changes? 


Bergen, Norway (EPS) - Foundations of centuries- 
old “state church'' systems in predominantly Lu- 
theran Scandinavia are shaking. 


Whether the deep-rooted ties between religious 
and secular governmental establishments in the 
Nordic countries are destined to be torn in the 
near future is questionable, but the intensity 
of debate--spearheaded by youth for the most 
part--points to possibilities for change in 
church structures and heightened general Chris- 
tian social awareness. 


In Norway, Sweden and Finland, special groups 
appointed by either the church or the state are 
investigating relationships, and in Denmark 
structural problems of that ‘folk church" are 
under broad discussion. 


While many similarities can be noted among the 
Lutheran state churches, it is important to be 
aware of their considerably different histori- 
cal backgrounds and consequently varying church- 
state relationships. These range from the sit- 
uation in Finland, where the church has recog- 
nized status but also a great deal of indepen- 
dence, to Norway, where the church establish- 
ment depends heavily on government. 


It also is worth noting that the Orthodox Church 
jn Finland has status as a state church--creat- 
ing an ecumenical situation considerably dif- 
ferent from Sweden, which traditionally has been 
known as a "free church" country although Lu- 
theranism is the state church. 


With their differences, the Scandinavian state 
churches still find a similarity of concerns. 
Voices echo each other in the various countries 
questioning the integrity of the church because 
of its official liaison with government, and 
there is a common call by Nordic youth to dis- 
card the holdover church structures from earli- 
er days and seek a new Christian relevance to 
the modern pluralistic society. 


Such common concerns have, in recent years, 
spurred landmark meetings at the top level in- 
volving both church and secular specialists. 

In August 1969, prominent theologians, jurists 
and politicians came together at the University 
of Aarhus, Denmark, for a weeklong debate on 
church-state relations from a historic, theo- 
logical and contemporary point of view. 


A main result of the Aarhus meeting was the 
formation of a Nordic Society for Church Law 
Research designed to further Nordic research 
and debate church law in its historical, juri- 
-dical, theological and practical aspects. The 


first result of the society's work is now avail- 
able--a book titled Church and State in the Nor- 
dic Countries ("Kirke og stat i de nordiske 
land") edited by Dr. Andreas Aarflot (Universi- 
tetsforlaget, Oslo, 1971). 


In March 1970, primates of the four Scandina- 
vian lutheran state churches took part in what 
is believed to have been the first meeting of 
its kind with representatives of governmental 
church affairs offices of the various countries. 
Present also were Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, gen- 
eral secretary of the World Council of Churches , 
and Dr. André Appel, Lutheran World Federation 
general secretary. : 


With ecumenical involvement under sharp theolo- 
gical attack in several state churches, it was 
significant that neither government representa- 
tives nor the top churchmen expressed opposi- 
tion. Rather, it was noted by Dr. Appel, the 
sessions were "very positive" and "highly impor- 
tant for the state churches as they examine the 
challenges of rapidly changing society and their 
ecumenical commitment"'. 


Important also for the ongoing examination of 
church-state realtions was an April 1970 consul- 
tation at Jarvenpaa, Finland, on ''State Law Res- 
pecting the Church as a Problem Facing the Lu- 
theran Churches". Sponsored by the LWF, the 
consultation had broad international participa- 
tion by theologians and legal experts and dis- 
cussions centred on situations in Germany and 
North America as well as Scandinavia. An auton- 
omous Continuation Committee was formed to pur- 
sue intricate church-state legal questions. 


Sweden in the Lead 


Among the different countries, Sweden has moved 
furthest in official examination of church-state 
relations. As early as 1958 a commission was 
appointed by the government and it published no 
less than 10 brief considerations before the 
final document was available in 1968. 


While taking no position, the commission posed 
four alternatives: retention of the present 
system with certain reforms, and three other al- 
tematives, each presupposing a break in the 
state-church link. Debate on these alternatives 
has continued--in church, government and politi- 
cal party circles--but no final decision has 
been made. As discussion continues, some obser- 
vers feel the matter will only be decided by a 
national election. 


Meanwhile the Swedish parliament last August 
significantly decided to grant financial aid to 
churches other than the Lutheran Church of Swe- 
den. A total of some US$450,000 was allocated 
not only to Baptist, Methodist and Pentecostal 
churches and the Salvation Army but also to 
Jewish, Moslem, Orthodox and Roman Catholic 
(more ) 


groups. It was noted, however, that this was a 
temporary measure pending a final decision on 
the proposals of the government commission. 


In Finland, Lutheran bishops in 1966 named a com- 
mittee to clarify "the lines along which rela- 
tions between church and state should develop in 
the future''. Four years later it completed a re- 
port which remains under discussion. A key con- 
clusion: At present "the supreme administration 
of the church lies with the government", but in 
future this main responsibility should be in the 
hands of an enlarged episcopal conference or cor- 
responding organ elected by the church. The gov- 
ermment should be responsible only for matters 
and activity relating to the church that come 
within the scope of political functions. 


Though the Finnish government has taken no ini- 
tiative toward examination of church-state ques- 
tions, it is apparent the church conmittee's re- 
port will be taken into consideration if a state 
commission is named. The nation's major politi- 
cal organ, the Social Democratic Party, in Sep- 
tember of this year issued a comprehensive re- 

port calling for separation of church and state. 


Though Social Democrats have advocated church- 
state separation since the turn of the century, 
this is the first time they have presented a 
detailed programme. Proposals include an in- 
dependent church free of government support or 
restriction (but with government ratification 
of synod actions), retention of church rights 
to levy taxes on parishioners but not on corpo- 
rations and companies (business taxes currently 
account for 14% of church income). Also, the 
Finnish president would no longer appoint bish- 
ops, the church would bear responsibility for 
salaries of pastors and other employees, and 
while instruction in "Christian history and 
tradition" would be offered in public schools, 
churches would be responsible for doctrinal in- 
struction. 


Denmark, with its strong emphasis on congrega- 
tional life as the primary element of living 
Christianity, has not featured as intense a 
discussion on the official church-government 
level, but there has been a growing concern 
about possible structure changes. In 1964 the 
government minister for church affairs named a 
commission--still working--to investigate 
"whether recent radical sociological changes 
ought to bring structural changes within the 
folk church''. (While it has worked closely 
with government in matters of polity, adminis- 
tration and finance, the Danish church has 
maintained spiritual liberty and refers to it- 
self as a ''folk"' or "people's church", not a 
"state church"'.) 


Discussion of possible changes in historic 
church-state ties in Norway reached the offi- 
cial government commission level only this fall, 
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but the concerns are deep-rooted. A year ear- 
lier the country's unofficial General Church 
Assembly named its own committee to study the 
subject, and various individuals and youth 
groups have been consistently critical of the 
status quo. 


Among the most recent critics is Bishop Per Juv- 
kam of Bergen, who sharply attacked the church 
"establishment" at a youth convention and de- 
clared the present church-state system urgently 
needs revision. Charging state church officials 
with not showing genuine understanding of the 
work of the church, he told the youth not to 
trust political parties but "yourself take res- 
ponsibility for the future of the church". 


Related to the general church-state debate has 
been a furor created by three students at the 
Norwegian Missionary Society Seminary who placed 
their names on a coalition ballot in the munici- 
pal election, together with members of extreme 
left-wing groups. The missionary society's ex- 
ecutive committee ruled that its seminary stu- 
dents must refrain from political activity and 
this brought a countrywide storm of protest, 
with much of the press and many student groups 
and prominent individuals objecting to "politi- 
cal castration of the students". 


While a recent poll indicates that 66% of the 
Norwegian population favours retention of the 
present church-state system, some see signs of 
"definite change" in the situation. Well-known 
religious sociologist Otto Hauglin bases such 
a prediction on continued stirring among youth 
and rising education and income levels. 


"For the first time in the thousand-year his- 
tory of the state church in Norway", he said, 
"there is a definite sign of change in this im- 
mobile institution in Norwegian society and Nor- 
wegian history". He could be speaking not only 
for Norway but all of the Nordic countries. 

EPS 


(This article was prepared by Rolf Tofte, reli- 
gion writer with the Bergens Tidende, Bergen, 
Norway, in cooperation with the Lutheran World 
Federation Information Bureau.) 


Welcome to Polynesia! 


(Following its policy of scheduling meetings and 
assemblies on different continents each year, 
the 19-member Executive Committee of the World 
Council of Churches will hold its next semi- 
annual meeting--February 9-12, 1972--in Auckland 
(more ) 
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New Zealand. The following article makes it 
clear why New Zealand member churches have sev- 
eral times in recent years urged the World Coun- 
cil to share the rich diversity of its fellow- 
ship--made up of Christians of many communions 
and countries and cultures--with the isolated 
brothers "Down Under". --Ed.) 


Christchurch (EPS) - Away down south and slight- 
ly east of Australia are two scenic islands 
about the size of Italy with a population of 3 
million people known as New Zealand. Its pri- 
mary products are frozen meat, timber and wool. 
It uses the finest scientific and technological 
equipment in preparing these products for market. 


New Zealand has two major cultures: the indige- 
nous Maoris, 280,000 of whom are struggling to 
cope with the cultural shock of changing from a 
tribal people to modern industrial men in the 
space of little more than 150 years; and along- 
side them are people of British and European 
descent. 


The country has four major cities. One-half 

the population lives in the northern half of 

New Zealand. World Council visitors coming to 
Auckland will see problems common to any indus- 
trial area, including racial problems, for Auck- 
land is the largest Polynesian city in the world. 
Maoris have been lured to the city from their 
tribal lands, and other native immigrants have 
come from the Pacific island dependencies. This 
influx makes for inadequate housing, black areas, 
cultural deprivation and a disproportionate 
crime rate. Wellington, the other major city in 
the North Island, is the seat of government. 


This then is New Zealand--a young country with 
a high living standard and great possibilities, 
miles from the rest of the world, both geo- 
graphically and emotionally. Since we have 
never had wars, major epidemics or disasters, 
famine or want, it is difficult for us to sym 
pathize with the world's suffering and need, or 
to be challenged by the necessity for interna- 
tional cooperation. 


Even those like this writer who are vitally con- 
cerned with the world because of their Chris- 
tian faith find it tremendously difficult to 
belong, to get alongside. We Kiwis, as we call 
ourselves, could very easily snore away Our - 
lives in this Pacific wonderland, That is why 
we say to the World Council and its leaders: 
"Come and preach, teach and make demands of us; 
we need personal contact with those who are 
part of the world’s needs". 


In the past, people like Leslie Cooke and W.A, 
Visser 't Hooft came to Auckland and made world 
need vivid in theological and practical terms. 
‘But such stimulation is all too rare because we 
are off the beaten track. Given the chance, we 


could be a real power for good in the world. 


Institutionally speaking our church is no dif- 
ferent from most. It gets emptier, poorer and 
more anaemic each year. Most of the things that 
hold promise for the future can be traced to the 
National Council of Churches (NCC). I shudder 
to think where we would be today had it not been 
for a small group of visionary men who, more 
than 30 years ago, got together in Christchurch 
and opted for Christian cooperation. Beginning 
with a handful of hope and love, they evolved an 
organ for inter-church action that has given a 
drowning church the kiss of life. 


It is no exaggeration to say that the ecumenical 
movement (centred in and nourished by the NCC in 
the early days) has been the most exciting devel- 
opment in the history of the Church in New Zea- 
land. From this humble beginning have come new 
forms of ministry, church union for five major 
denominations just around the corner, union par- 
ishes springing up like mushrooms, chaplaincies 
in industry, prisons, hospitals, community action 
programmes and a great willingness to reach out 
into life together. 


This NCC-focused movement has also led to a shar- 
pening of the social consciousness about injus- 
tice, war, racial inequality and the meaning of 
life in affluent countries like ours. It has 
produced practical service programmes on behalf 
of the hungry, the refugee and the oppressed. 
Continually the NCC calls us to look outward and 
forget about trying to save our Own laves< Co 
the extent to which we have done this we have 
found ourselves. 


Sought by Politicians 

"A council exists to give leadership in some of 
the current struggles of society", said the World 
Consultation on Christian Councils in Geneva last 
June/July. Constantly the NCC has been the res- 
ponsible voice of the Church in society. Prior 
to the NCC, governments largely ignored the often 
conflicting voices of denominational spokesmen. 
Now thanks to the leadership of men like Alan 
Brash, David Taylor and Ron O'Grady politicians 
often consult us before moving on issues of pub- 
lic concern. 


When a politician recently tried to force the 
Church from the political arena by a "stick to 
religion'' admonition, he was confronted via na- 
tionwide television with the associate secretary 
of the National Council of Churches, and news- 
paper editorials throughout the country called 


for more, not less, involvement by the Church. 


Chaplaincies have been an important form of com- 
mon endeavour. Prison chaplains now minister to 
the 2,500 inmates of our penal institutions and 
their association includes Roman Catholic as 
well as Protestant clergy. Industrial chaplaincy 
(more) 


began in the southern fiordland hydro-electric 
camps and is now a vital part of the Church's 
ministry, again under NCC aegis. United hos- 
pital chaplaincies are being negotiated with 
the Department of Health. 


In 1969 an ambitious community study programme 
(InterView '69)° was initiated and prepared by 
the NCC. Some 100,000 citizens met in home and 
work groups all over New Zealand to study such 
issues as Man and His Work, Leisure and Politics. 
For the first time on a nationwide basis all sec- 
tions of the community--trade unions, employers, 
religious, agnostic, professional people and 
artisans--were drawn together to look at various 
aspects of society. 


It was an inspired programme that did much for 
cormmity health and commmication. Some of the 
small groups continued to meet for months after- 
wards, and further InterView programmes are 
being formulated. 


One of the most exciting centres of ecumenical 
activity is the Church and Society Commission. 
The East Asia Christian Conference gave us Mr. 
A. Gnanasunderam of Ceylon for two years. Based 
in Auckland, he has worked on Maori-white rela- 
tions, law and order, Polynesian work attitudes, 
national goals and values. 


Perhaps his greatest contribution was to make us 
aware that Maori-white relationships constitute 
a real problem. New Zealand has talked proudly 
about equality for so long that we were unbe- 
lieving when he told us a few “home truths" af- 
ter his contacts with the Maori people. He 
found a deep resentment about land rights and 
the lack of equal opportunities that we whites 
were at first unwilling to credit. 


It is a great pity that this strikingly success- 
ful appointment must cease shortly due to lack 
of funds. Mr. Gnanasunderam has brought in- 
sights to white New Zealanders that they could 
not have grasped otherwise. His has been a tre- 
mendous ministry. 


Roman Catholic Participation 

Almost every section of the NCC now has Roman 
Catholic participation. The recently published 
papers on "Authority, Conscience and Dissent" 
are the result of several years of shared study 
by theologians of both Protestant and Roman 
Catholic traditions. In local areas too there 
is evidence of wide cooperation in ministerial 
groups and lay ventures. 


Through Christian World Service, the aid arm of 
the NCC, we have been encouraged to place a 
"Christmas Bowl" on our well-laden tables on 
Christmas Day into which all members of the fam- 
ily can put cash gifts. 
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Looking back over the years it seems to me that 
the most significant contribution of the NCC has 
been in pointing us outwards to our community 
and the world; to political, economic, racial 
and social inyolvement. As the institutional 
Church fights for its very life, the NCC has 
gone on pointing to other ways of being the Body 
of Christ. It has called the Church to discard 
worn-out denominational coats for a mere shower- 
proof jacket--and then get out into the storm! 


Personally I am very grateful for this microcosm 
of the world Church in our midst. In it I have 
found the hope and relevance needed to keep me 
part of the Church. Without this vision, I and 
many others in this isolated part of the world 
would have probably given up long ago. There 
was so little that was attractive in denomina- 
tional narcissism. 


As the focal point of ecumenism in New Zealand, 

the National Council of Churches has been a bea- 
con of hope that a 20th century form of church- 

manship can arise. 


The Rev. George Sweet 
Cashmere Methodist Church 
Christchurch, New Zealand 


(For photographs see Photo Oikoumene .) 


Africa's Forgetten People 


Kampala, Uganda (EPS) - In the past three months 
an additional 1,000 Sudanese refugees have cross- 
ed the border into Uganda. This brings the total 
number close to 190,000. Whole families, includ- 
ing the very old and the very young, have walked 
for many miles carrying whatever they could lay 
to hand...a few cooking pots, some blankets an 
all the clothes they possessed. 


At the end of a long trek through hot and diffi- 
cult country, they had been directed to one of 
the long-established refugee settlements at Ago- 
go/Acholpii. There they joined more than 8,500 
refugees packed into a few cramped acres. For 
those who arrived four or five years ago life is 
bearable. The Government of Uganda provided land 
and seeds and tools for cultivation. The Church 
of Uganda made a contribution towards education 
and there are schools, dispensaries and churches. 
Employment is, of course, a big problem and some 
refugees leave the settlement to seek work in 
the towns, a long distance away. 


For the new arrivals life is not quite so "good" 
- nod (more) 
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or settled. The group I spoke to had so far re- 
ceived nothing. Their day is spent in sitting 
apathetically under the trees, shaded from the 
hot sun, waiting for something to happen. Inter- 
est stirred when we arrived but quickly turned 
to disappointment and frustration when it became 
clear we brought no possible solution to their 
problems. 


Misaeri Kauma, the refugee secretary of the All 
Africa Conference of Churches (AACC), points to 
the psychological difficulties that face African 
refugees. ‘Many are men and women who were in 
places of great responsibility, leaders in gov- 
ernment, chiefs or heads of clan, church leaders 
or pastors, or even leaders in their home com- 
mmities. To find all responsibility gone and 
have your decisions made by others can be un- 
bearable". 


It's no wonder that for many refugees the pro- 
blem becomes insupportable and they seek release 
in drink or suffer a breakdown. The Sudanese 
refugees in Agogo are not at those desperate 
lengths yet. But if the uncertainty over their 
future persists and they continue to live 40 peo- 
ple to a hut 30' x 10', it's easy to see what 
could happen. 


African refugees have never received much of the 
world's attention. And in the face of the hor- 
rible refugee situation in West Bengal or the 
simmering tensions of the Middle East, it is 
sometimes difficult to remember that Africa has 
one million refugees who are facing a tough time. 


Victims of Political Conflicts 


Many African refugees, like the 400,000 Angolans 
who have fled to Congo-Kinshasa (now renamed 
"Zaire'') are escaping from the racist minority 
regimes of southem Africa. Congo-Kinshasa, 
Zambia and Tanzar:ia have all opened their doors 
to refugees from Angola, Mozambique and Rhodesia. 
Others are the product of bitter disputes which 
have taken place in post-independence Africa: 

the Nigeria-Biafra war, the expulsion of King 


Kieri V from Rwanda and the conflict in the Sudan. 


The numbers vary from Congo-Kinshasa with 600,000 
refugees to Liberia with 100. 


In part the problems have been eased by the fact 
that many of the refugees are linked tribally 
with the people in their country of refuge. Re- 
latives have borne a lot of the burden. But gov- 
emments too have been extraordinarily generous 
and have treated refugees as members of the na- 
tion's “extended family'"', as in Uganda where land 
has been given for settlement schemes and seeds 
and tools provided. 


But the problems intensify as the numbers in- 
crease. Two basic factors have to be taken into 
account. First, the country of refuge is nor- 
mally in need of large-scale development and 


education. programmes for its own people, never 
mind the refugees. Second, the local popula- 
tion is worried that the refugees will compete 
with them for scarce educational and employment 
opportunities. They resist efforts to resettle 
refugees in jobs and houses, to educate refugee 
children, or to place highly trained refugees 
in skilled or responsible positions. 


In addition, various voluntary groups, like the 
churches, who are working with the refugees in- 
side Africa are experiencing budget cuts. Money 
for their programmes is just not coming. The 
plight of the African refugee, if it was ever 
realised, is now being ignored. The World Coun- 
cil of Churches, which has forwarded $3,500,000 
to the African churches for refugee work since 
1964, is finding it very difficult to meet pro- 
jected budgets. Thus programmes are having to 
be cut or reshaped. 


This is a typical bureaucratic exercise, but 

the effect on people can be devastating. For 
instance, children who have started to school 
have to be withdrawn because there is no more 
money to pay school fees or support them while 
studying. A life with a future has been damaged. 


Much of the churches' assistance to refugees in 
Africa is in the form of scholarships. In 
Uganda, for example, the Church of Uganda pro- 
vides direct scholarships to 156 students in 
primary school and 840 in secondary education. 
But another 2,000 benefit from the payment of 
teachers' salaries at the schools in the refugee 
settlements. In addition, houses in Kampala and 
Jinja have been rented as hostels for students 
who have come to town to study. 


Providing money for traditional academic educa- 
tion is thought by some to be wishful thinking. 
Increasingly donors refuse to pick up education 
bills. They argue that unless schooling leads 
to employment (and there is no guarantee), it 
is both useless and frustrating. Many of the 
refugee counsellors are asking themselves just 
what sort of training should a refugee receive. 


Misaeri Kauma, who was the Church of Uganda's 
refugee secretary before moving to the AACC, ac- 
Inowledges the validity of the question. But 
he says that churches must look to the long-term. 


"We don't lose hope that one day the refugee 
will return tc his home country", he explains. 
"You must give him a basis of self-support so 
that he can eventually make a contribution to 
his own country. The student with a potential 
for academic work must be helped to the full so 
that all his talents may be fully used". 


Churches in 16 countries throughout the contin- 
ent have programmes amongst the refugees. The 
main emphasis tends to be education but help is 


also given to the destitute. For example, the 
(more) 


Christian Council of Zambia spends $1,200 a 
month on relief work. In Burundi and Ethiopia, 
basic preventive medical care is provided. And 
the Lutheran World Federation operates large 
government-sponsored agricultural settlement 
schemes for refugees in Zambia and Tanzania. 


Spiritual Resources 


An important feature of the entire programme is 
the spiritual help and encouragement given to 
the occasionally despairing and despondent. Ref- 
ugee pastors are paid by the host churches and 
where possible, facilities are offered for wor- 
ship and church life. Misaeri Kauma is not in 
the least bit apologetic for this. ‘The spiri- 
tual care ties in very closely with the social", 
he says. "A refugee needs someone to turn to 
and talk over the problems and complications of 
life--'someone who cares'--even if that someone 
has no money to offer". 


One way of extending that spiritual care would 
be the employment of social counsellors through- 
out the continent to help and advise the refu- 
gees. "But", says Mr. Kauma, "they must come 
from the local church and not from outside, 
whether it be the AACC, the World Council of 
Churches or whatever. Counselling has to take 
place through local pastors or lay Christians". 


The whole programme of refugee support in Afri- 
ca is carried out by iocal churches in close 
collaboration with the All Africa Conference of 
Churches and the World Council of Churches. But 
in addition there is a great deal of cooperation 
with other agencies, particularly the United Na- 
tions High Commissioner for Refugees and the In- 
ternational University Exchange Fund (IUEF). 
This conmon work is very fruitful. Gaps can be 
plugged and useful lines of research and study 
pursued, 


Kodwo Ankrah, the Ghanaian who serves as the 
WCC's refugee secretary for Africa, says this 
cooperation "will lead to the provision of bet- 
ter services'' and make it possible to encourage 
schemes and projects which "will help refugees 
to become reasonably integrated within their new 
communities". The churches are more and more 
thinking how to move from strictly relief mea- 
sures and encourage and enable refugees to be 
self-supporting. Now a study is to be made by 
the IUEF, from which the churches will benefit, 
to discover the best methods and subjects for 
vocational and technical training courses. 


Cooperation has become the watchword, Churches 
must work more closely with other agencies as 
well as governments, and outside agencies must 
work more closely with those inside Africa. 
"For those helping African refugees", says Mi- 
saeri Kauma, ''the days of going alone are over"’. 


Gone too are the days when the churches could 
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ignore the conditions that created the refugees. 
The All Africa Conference of Churches has begun 
to examine closely the causes of the refugee 
problem. The theme of this year's AACC Week 
throughout Africa is racism, and the member 
churches are encouraged to involve themselves 
more fully in the fight to secure racial and so- 
cial justice in southern Africa. Hot political 
potatoes within African states which contribute 
to refugee problems are also being grasped. The 
future will see the African churches playing an 
increasing role in securing justice for refugees 
as well as ministering to them in service. 


Stephen Whittle 
WCC Staff Writer 


(A selection of photographs of African refugees 
appeared in EPS THIS MONTH, August issue.) 


When Families Go into Action 


Kilkenny, Ireland (EPS) - Getting Christians 
into action of any kind has always been a pro- 
blem. From parish level all the way to the 
top, the phenomenon of belief without action is 
well-known. With varying degrees of clarity we 
observe the world and its events, then make our 
judgements--which have often been right. But 
then we call it a day. 


How exciting it is to find a movement that really 
moves, based on a simple but profound formula, 
"Observe, Judge, Act'', with equal emphasis on all 
three. To "observe the world" moving from local 
needs such as housing and helping a neighbour, 

to countrywide needs like stamping out pollution 
and poverty, and then to international concerns 
like development, war and peace and justice. To 
"judge" the observations in the light of the Gos- 
pel. So far the exercise is fairly painless. 
But to go a step further and ask: "What action 
must we take?'' and then to do it can be revolu- 
tionary, costly and painful. 


The Christian Family Movement (CFM) actually 
takes the third step, and because of its great 
success in getting belief into action, it offers 
an example for Christian people everywhere.  Pre- 
dominantly a Roman Catholic, lay movement CFM 
has from its earliest beginnings had a clear ecu- 
menical ambition. Its strength, however, lies 
in Catholic countries where it is difficult to 
build strong relationships with members of other 
churches. In Spain it is 4,000 strong. It has 
groups in Malta, the Philippines, India, Ghana, 
as well as in regions with considerable Catholic 
populations like Latin America and North sy Sad 
more 
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Today some 125,000 couples are connected with 
the movement. 


In Ireland in October the International Confed- 
eration of Christian Family Movements held its 
sixth General Assembly. There it adopted a five- 
year programme which gave first priority to ecu- 
menical development, particularly through. the 
World Council of Churches, its member churches 
and National Councils of Churches. The Rev. and 
Mrs. Leslie C.Clements and the Rev. and Mrs. Rex 
Davis represented the World Council of Churches. 
The delegates included in their overall plan for 
the next few years greater involvement of the 
member movements in the political and social is- 
sues surrounding the development crisis. 


A family-centred movement taking people beyond 
study groups and parlour discussims to the edge 
of action has immense possibilities. Some in 
Ireland, such as peace workers Dan and Rose Lu- 
cie, saw this in an imaginative way. Others, 
such as Sito and Sony Sison of the Philippines, 
were more conscious of the need to educate more 
and more people about the economic facts and so- 
cial consequences of the rich world's way of 
living. Still others saw the significance of 
the family as a consumer group and romanced a 
little on the potential in this role. The Chris- 
tian Family Movement hopes to get assistance 
from such ecumenical commissions as SODEPAX, the 
World Council of Churches/Roman Catholic Commit- 
tee on Society, Development and Peace. 


Development was not the only subject discussed. 
One neglected area that attracted a lot of at- 
tention was the problem of fatherless and mother- 
less families. Lola Vidal of Venezuela, herself 
a widow, presented a paper on this subject. She 
quoted statistics showing that out of every 100 
Latin American families, 40 have a mother only, 
10 a father only; and 50 both parents. In Vene- 
zuela 53% of all births lack a legal origin; in 
France there were 679,570 divorces in 1968. In 
addition, there were situations in which either 
one or the other or both parents were forced to 
be absent from families. In many cases the ab- 
sences were caused by workers contracted to work 
jn countries other than their own. Such foreign- 
worker contracts broke up normal family patterns. 
This problem occurs in Europe, but has a much 
crueller and severe affect in South Africa, 

where the racist elements are clearer. 


The Assembly recognised this problem needed much 
more attention. It is encouraging further so- 
cial surveys and asked members to seek protec- 
tive legislation, at the same. time asking more 
compassionate understanding by families who had 
not been affected. 


The Assembly also endorsed a plan to hold a 

World Conference for Christian Families by 1974. 
One hope was that this might be held in Tanzania, 
not only because of the interest the movement is 


now taking in the developing world, but also be- 
cause of President Nyerere's Ujamaa philosophy 
of family-centred village life. 


The Christian Family Movement owes its origin to 
the enthusiasm of Pat and Patty Crowley of Chica- 
go. They began it as a "'couples'' movement, and 
one of its enduring characteristics is that cou- 
ples come together and work together at meetings. 
This also accounts for the interest in the '"mar- 
riage encounter", a technique originated in 
Spain by Father Gabriel Calvo, which was demon- 
strated in a shortened version at Kilkenny. 


Unlike "sensitivity training" so popular in the 
United States, marriage encounter focuses on the 
couple rather than the individual. Its goal is 
the improvement and deepening of dialogue be- 
tween the two partners. There is no sharing of 
personal secrets and problems with a group, but 
only the couples sharing with each other their 
deepest needs and longings. While problem peo- 
ple may be helped by marriage encounter, it is 
primarily for normal couples who are frequently 
so dehumanized that they have lost the art of 
communicating with each other on anything but a 
superficial level. 


Its theological basis is rooted in the Catholic 
concept of marriage as a sacrament, and it draws 
particularly on scriptural texts that refer to 
God's action in marriage and the mysterious par- 
allel between marriage and the relationship of 
Christ to his Church (Eph. 5:32). This is mov- 
ingly symbolised in the concluding Mass at the 
end of a marriage encounter weekend when the 
bread and wine are offered not by the priest but 
are handed from husband to wife and wife to hus- 
band, who say to each other, '"This is my body..."'. 


As Father Calvo says: 'The goal of the dialogue 
between husband and wife is for two human beings 
to encounter each other so profoundly that the 
history and the reality of each is deeply af- 
fected". 


Rex Davis 
WCC Programme Unit 
on Education and Commmication 


News Round-up 


Geneva (EPS) - Churches and their related agen- 
cies were asked last month to supply material aid 
worth $340,000 to three liberation movements in 
southern Africa. The appeal came from the Com- 
mission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World 
Service (CICARWS) which met in Montreux, Swit-— 
(more) 
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zerland from 17 to 19 November. 


Under the WCC plan, FRELIMO (the Front for the 
Liberation of Mozambique), MPLA (the People's 
ilovement for the Liberation of Angola) and PAIGC 
(the African Independence Party of Guinea and 
Cape Verde Islands) will receive basic drug kits 
for use in medical work plus exercise books, pen- 
cils and rulers for schools in the liberated 
areas of their countries. In addition, the 
churches and their agencies will make shipments 
of high-protein foods such a milkpowder and 
stockfish. Cotton cloth will be purchased lo- 
cally for clothes. 


CICARWS made it plain that the aid progranme had 
the approval of the Christian Council of Tan-. 
zania which has written: 'We will definitely 
cooperate in this programme'’. Medical assis- 
tance is valued at $72,800; educational materi- 
als at $110,000; food at $90,200 and cloth mate- 
rials at $10,000. Some $57,000 will be sought 
for transport costs. 


Earlier in its meeting the commission heard a 
strong reminder from the director, the Rev. Dr. 
Alan A. Brash, that the churches must concern 
themselves with matters of overall justice. Dis- 
cussing some of the issues raised by the inte- 
gration of justice and service concerns in Pro- 
gramme Unit II of the World Council of Churches, 
he said clearly it was not enough in South Afri- 
ca merely to assist the victims of unjust laws: 
"The injustice of those laws must be challenged 
in Christ's name". 


The director's emphasis on justice drew strong 
support from commission members but concern was 
also expressed as to how CICARWS could adequate- 
ly respond to the needs of churches. The staff 
was authorised to continue to study how the pro- 
ject system could be recast to give local 
churches maximum flexibility and decision-making 


power. 


Some 69 additional projects were recommended for 
listing in the 1972 project list. They include 
a student hostel in Austria, church newspapers 
in East Africa, vocational training in India, a 
nutrition project in Bolivia and Freedom Village 
in the United States. One additional Special 
Development Project was listed. It would assist 
a group of former migrant workers who have gone 
back to Sicily to promote economic and social 
justice. jl 


Concern was expressed that the 90% coverage be- 
ing sought this year for projects in Category I 
would not be achieved. It was recommended that 
CICARWS, together with the Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism, should send out an in- 
terim financial report and ask churches to make 
a "special effort" to pick up these projects so 
the priority listing in Category I will be "more 
meaningful". 


‘French and Dutch-speaking islands urged their 
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Approval was given to a revised Service Programme 
Budget in 1972 of $2,095,873. The commission 
also authorised the staff to investigate the pos- — 
sibility of holding the November 1972 meeting in 
the Middle East. 


Development was_ also the theme of the six-day 
Caribbean Ecumenical Consultation at Port of Spain 
sponsored jointly by the Caribbean churches and 
SODEPAX, the World Council of Churches/Roman Cath- 
olic Church committee that seeks to promote world 
justice, development and peace. 


Some 250 participants from the English, Spanish, 


governments to establish full diplomatic rela- 
tions with Cuba and end the war of isolation in- 
posed by the United States. 


On the final day of their consultation (November 
20) they said the continuing isolation of Cuba 
inhibited the nations in maintaining communica- 
tion and interfered with the cultural and his- 
torical ties of the region. They also said it 
was a 'major factor in perpetuating dependence, 
patronage and mis-development". It "scandalised 
the relationship between Cuban Christians and 
those of sister Caribbean countries". 


In a series of recommendations to the churches, 
the consultation said the unity of the West In- 
dies and justice for the poor and oppressed 
should be top priorities if there was to be a 
change of values and attitudes throughout the 
region. It also advocated: A common Caribbean 
currency; enlargement of the Caribbean Free 
Trade Association (CARIFTA) to include every 
country in the region; the transfer of large 
plantatims to worker cooperatives and a "West 
Indianisation" of the ministry with a simpli- 
fied style of life. 


The churches should seek a West Indian culture 
through a new approach to education and a care- 
ful study of the Black Power movement. To re- 
dress the rural-urban imbalance the consulta- 
tion advocated more agricultural education, 
more efficient coops and coordinating marketing 
arrangements on a regional basis. 


During the past month South African Christians 
were in the news on a mmber of occasions, 
first in criticism of the five-year sentence 
meted out to the Dean of Johannesburg, the Very 
Rev. Gonville ffrench-Beytagh, and subsequently 
in praise of an Anglican proposal to appoint a 
committee to devise ways of supporting people 
"who are banned, restricted or imprisoned for 
acting on Christian principles". Roman Catholic 
Archbishop Denis Hurley of Durban, Dr. Alex Bo- 
raine, president of the Methodist Church of 
South Africa, and the Rev. Alan Hendrikse, 
chairman of the United Congregational Church, 
approved wholeheartedly the request by Anglican 
bishops, clergy and laymen that ‘viii ; 
more) 
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Robert Selby Taylor name such a committee. 


Latest example to come to light is the principal 
of St. Mary's Anglican Mission High School in 
Odibo, Ovamboland, Miss Antoinette Halberstadt, 
who was given 48 hours to leave the Bantustan 
"homeland" of Ovamboland. With her departure 
two classes are left with only one teacher. A 
few days later the Anglican Church offices in 
Windhoek, South-West Africa, were advised that 
Mr. Stephen Singleton, a 19-year-old mechanic 
from England, had been refused a permit to work 
at the mission in Ovamboland. These latest ac- 
tions bring to 13 the number of full-time Angli- 
can church workers who have had their permits 

to enter African reserves refused or withdrawn 
since July 1968. Among them was Bishop Colin 
Winter of Damaraland, refused permission to en- 
ter the northern area of the Kaokoveld. 


In South Africa six of the eight churches belong- 
ing to the World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
favour holding a consultation on the racial pro- 
blem as proposed by last year's WARC assembly in 
Nairobi. The Dutch Reformed Church has rejected 
the consultation saying it would serve no pur- 
pose and the Hervormde Kerk wants an exchange of 
memoranda as a necessary preliminary to a dia- 


logue. 


Two staff members of the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion, Associate General Secretary Carl H. Mau 
and Dr. Ulrich Duchrow, were refused entry visas 
by the South African Government when they sought 
to attend a church leaders' seminar sponsored by 
the Federation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches 
in South Africa. No explanation was given. 


The "findings'' of the seminar published by the 
press agency of the South African Council of 
Churches contain these words: "There must be 
no separation or division in the Church which 
reflects the division of our society, because 
the Church belongs to God and not to man.... 

The Church has to bridge the divisions among 
men and to take concrete steps on local, region- 
al and national level to be one Church in God's 
one world''. And further, "The Church has the 
office to be the voice of the suffering and si- 
lent people....Part of this function is to ap- 
proach the authorities frequently and concrete- 
ly on the needs of the people'’.. Specifically 
cited were "the ever-increasing gap between the 
income of the rich and the poor, the catastroph- 
ic consequences of poverty and the vicious cir- 
cle of injustice inherent in our system”. 


Meanwhile the United Congregational Church of 
Southern Africa voted to continue its member- 
ship in the World Council of Churches and to 
bank the membership fee locally until it is per- 
mitted by government to send the money to Geneva. 


Elsewhere in Africa the regional council of Pro- 
testant, Anglican and Orthodox churches--the All 
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Africa Conference of Churches--launched a contin- 
ent-wide two-year Programme for Combating Racism 
and Tribalism. Packets of material have been 
distributed to the 100 member bodies and AACC 
staff and Executive Committee members will visit 
churches to mobilize opinion and suggest con- 
crete actions. 


In Geneva the officers of the World Council of 
Churches have forwarded the sum of $7,500 to the 
Coalition of Concerned Black Americans to be 
used for the legal defense of minority civil 
rights in the USA. The WCC Executive Committee 
in Sofia last September approved funds for this 
general purpose and asked the General Secretary 
to recommend a broadly based committee as soon 
as one was properly established. The new coali- 
tion includes a wide spectrum of organisations: 
fraternal, religious, civil rights, academic, 
women, business and professional and black cau- 
cuses. It will work through a committee on le- 
gal defense and a committee on prisons and pri- 
son reform. 


The WCC's grants to liberation movements were 
commended by the General Synod of the Church of 
England for having raised the level of the 
churches! awareness of the race problem. How- 
ever, a move to have the Central Board of Fin- 
ance open a special account for gifts to the 
WCC's Special Fund to Combat Racism was rejected. 


The mission arm of the United Methodist Church in 
the USA gave a unanimous vote of confidence to 
the World Council of Churches after Te had ors— 
cussed criticisms of the Programme to Combat Rac- 
ism contained in a Reader's Digest aArerere 


A negative vote was cast by the Evangelical 
Church in Wirttemberg, Germany, whose synod re- 
cently dissociated itself from the goals and 
methods of the liberation movements supported by 
the World Council of Churches. The maj ority 
made it plain they favoured purely humanitarian 
aid and directed church leaders to select. a pro- 
ject on this basis from the list put forward by 
the WCC Programme to Combat Racism. Individuals, 
however, are free to contribute to the WCC Spe- 
cial Fund for humanitarian aid to liberation 
movements that may not exclude the use of vio- 
lence. 


Still very much in the news were church efforts 


to relieve the suffering of East Pakistan refu- 
gees. In Australia the joint Protestant/Roman 
Catholic Secretariat on Action for World Devel- 
opment paid for advertisements urging the gov- 
emment to increase by at least $10 million its 
aid to the refugees. A cut-out section enabled 
the newspaper reader to address a personal 
plea to his Federal Member of Parliament. 


Bread for the World, the German Church relief 

agency, gave one million DM ($302,100) to the 

Indian minister of trade for flood disaster re- 
(more) 


lief flights carrying 44,000 blankets and 20 
tons of babyfood and milk powder. 


The WCC's Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refu- 
gee and World Service has received cash and 
pledges totalling $2,730,240 towards the $4 mil- 
lion appeal made last June for the India/Paki- 
stan situation. 


In other developments Pope Paul VI received in 
private audience eight staff members of the WCC's 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism and 
commended their work on behalf of the churches. 
"It is a generous and important work, full of 
zeal for the cause of Christ", he said. In the 
delegation were Philip Potter, director, Robbins 
Strong, Inga Brita Castren, Harry Daniel, Haken 
Hellberg, Sang Jung Park, Thomas Wieser and 
Aahron Sapsesian. 


The Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs, concerned about the ''disastrous"' finan- 
cial crisis facing the United Nations, asked its 
25 national commissions and 74 commissioners to 
urge their governments to pay their normal 
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assessments in full and make voluntary contribu- 
tions to the peace-keeping missions. 


A consultation on "The Church and Tourism" held 
in Bridgetown, Barbados in mid-November was 
acutely aware that while tourism plays an impor- 
tant role in the day-to-day life of most Carib- 
bean islands, many governments have not noticed 
the negative effects of the tourist trade. Cited 
were the meagre benefits in terms of employment 
and foreign exchange and the erosion of local 
culture. Also noted was the false image given 
by island tourist boards which advertise ''...the 
place where every day is a holiday". 


Churches in the Caribbean were asked to stress 
human needs generated by tourist development. 
Churches in Europe and North America should pre- 
pare tourists to enter into cultural relation- 
ships with their Caribbean hosts instead of look- 
ing for sun, surf and entertainment. The consul- 
tation was sponsored by the agency for Christian 
Action for Development in the Eastern Caribbean 
and the World Council of Churches. 

EPS 
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More Awards for "Preacher" 


A one-minute animated film called "Preacher", produced by the WCC's secretary for film and visual arts, 


Mr. John Taylor, won two awards in one November week. The Chicago International Film Festival in Chicago, 
Illinois (USA) gave it a Certificate of Special Mention and it was shown as one of the best films of the 
year by the London Film Festival. The latter gives no prizes but selects only those feature-length films 
and shorts that have won acclaim at other festivals. ‘'Preacher'' is a comment on the misuse of television 
by the Church. It was directed by Pavel Prochazka from drawings by Stania Prochazkova. 


History-maker in Spain 

For the first time in living memory an Anglican church in Spain was consecrated in the presence of several 
Roman Catholic dignitaries. The newly constructed Church of the Redeemer in Salamanca was consecrated by 
the Most Rev. Ramon Taibo, bishop of the Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church. On hand was the Roman Catho- 
lic Bishop of Salamanca, the Most Rev. Mauro Rubio, and participants in the service included the dean of 
the Catholic cathedral, the Rev. Lamberto de Echeverria, and the Bishop of the Lusitanian Church, the 
Most Rev. Luis Rodrigues Pereira. Thanks to the rector of the new church, the Rev. Antonio Andres, close 
contacts have been developed with Salamanca's Catholic clergy. 


Late WCC President Honoured 


A Niles Professorship in Ecumenical Studies has been established at the United Theological College in 
Bangalore, India in memory of the late Dr. D.T. Niles, who died in July 1970 while serving as a president 
of the World Council of Churches. The purpose of the professorship is to promote study and research in 
areas of concern to which Dr. Niles was deeply committed, namely evangelism, mission and ecumenism. 


Kenya Christians Under Fire 


Christian elements in Kenya which opposed the now-enacted Criminal Law Amendment Bill have been fiercely 
criticised by the Attorney General, Mr. Charles Njonjo. The National Christian Council, the newspaper 
Target and the provost of All Saints' Cathedral had sought to defeat the bill which makes the death pen- 
alty mandatory for those convicted of robbery with violence. 
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Nigerian C.P.C. Organized 

A Nigerian Group of the Christian Peace Conference was formed recently at a two-day meeting in Ibadan 
organized by the Rt. Rev. F.0. Segun and Archpriest P.S. Sokolovski, who brought greetings from Metro- 
politan Nikodim, president of the C.P.C, Participants from Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ghana and Nigeria 
chose Canon H. Haruna of the Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation in Kaduna as secretary of the new group. 


Common Concerns of Scottish Baptists/Roman Catholics 


Several areas for joint activity by Scottish Baptists and Roman Catholics were suggested in a report re- 
ceived during the recent annual assembly of the Baptist Union of Scotland. The inter-church relations 
committee suggested working together on social justice and service, dialogue and debate, Bible study, 
personal relationships. "We do not advocate any move towards structural union, but uphold our view of 
the spiritual unity of all who belong to Christ through faith in his name", the report concluded. 


Taiwan Goes Ecumenical 


Efforts to move "Towards Unity'' took concrete form in Taiwan recently when 61 persons from Roman Catholic, 
Presbyterian, United Methodist, Episcopal, Lutheran, Baptist and Evangelical churches participated in a 
seminar at Taipei sponsored by the Ecumenical Cooperative Conmittee. After discussing the biblical view 
of the Church and various practices of administering the Lord's Supper, the group gave most attention to 
the question: what next steps can the churches take together? 


Prayer in U.S. Public Schools Vetoed 

An effort to amend the Constitution of the United States to allow voluntary prayer or meditation in 
schools or public buildings was killed on a vote of 240-168 in the U.S. House of Representatives. Though 
many churchmen and others favoured the amendment, opposition was based on strict church-state separation 
and the constitutional provision that religious minorities, or persons with no religion, must not be 
placed in a position where law or custom influences them to practice the religion of a religious major- 
ity. The House action reinforced a 1963 Supreme Court ruling against prayer in public schools. 


Those Political Seminarians 


A statement by the Norwegian Missionary Society (NS) that students at its seminary should stay out of 
politics has created a furore throughout Norway. The nationwide discussion was touched off by three 
students at the Stavanger seminary who ran for mmicipal council seats on a joint ballot with represen- 
tatives of the Commmist and Socialist Peoples parties. As candidates of the Christian Socialist Party, 
they won the designation of alternates on the mumicipal board. Continued discussion may lead to a clari- 
fication of the "no politics" statement of the NMS. 


People in the News 


The Rev. Johannes Schtitte, vice-secretary of the Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace, died in Rome 
on November 18 at the age of 58. He was an officer of SODEPAX, the joint Roman Catholic/World Council 
of Churches committee to further world justice, development and peace, and had represented the Vatican 
at several World Council meetings, especially those on development. A missionary in China before his 
expulsion in 1951, Father Schtitte was superior of the Steyler Order before joining the Justice and Peace 
Commission. 


Mr. E. Victor Badejo, director general of the Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation and a deacon in the Ang- 
lican Church, has been named programme director of the Lutheran World Federation's Radio Voice of the 
Gospel in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, effective June 1, 1972. West German Protestant churches recently made 
a grant of $400,000 to the station for development programming. Under a joint arrangement with the UN's 
Economic Commission for Africa the powerful short- and medium-wave station has launched a series of 12 
development features. 


Taree members of the Church of the Czech Brethren have been arrested in Prague, allegedly for political 
activity including urging people not to vote in the forthcoming elections. Detained for investigation 
are the Rev. Jaromir Dus, pastor of the suburban church of Vrsovice, and two laymen from his congrega- 
tion, Jan Novak, the chairman of the congregation, and Dr. Ladislav Hejdanek. 


The election of Dr. Johannes Hempel, 42-year-old seminary director in Leipzig, as Bishop of the Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church of Saxony was re-confimmed in a second balloting. Dr. Hempel asked for the election 
to be repeated when the initial results were contested. 
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The Rev. John Thorne, a coloured, has been appointed associate general secretary of the United Congre- 
gational Church of Southern Africa. He has been pastor of one of the church's largest congregations. 
The recent church assembly agreed to equal minimum stipends for ministers of all races and appointed a 
commission to ensure the action is implemented within the next five years. 


Bishop Fridtjov Birkeli of Oslo, primate of the Church of Norway, told a delegation from the Organiza- 
tion of African Unity (QAU) that his country supported efforts to create a free and peaceful Africa. 
The Norwegian Government has promised to give 700,000 crowns ($100,000) to the Mozambique Institute of 
FRELIMO, the Mozambique freedom movement, for printing equipment and hospital buildings. 


Information vut_ No Newspaper 


The Executive Committee of the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) decided at its October meeting 
in Kinshasa to create an information section to be directed by a Guinean, Mr. Alpha T. Diallo, a former 
official of the United Nations and an information specialist. At the same time the committee gave up 
plans to launch an African and Malagasy journal known as the "Alpha Project". It was felt that AACC 
should first establish a social and cultural infrastructure at the continental level before starting a 
publishing venture requiring a colossal financial investment. 


Swiss Aid to Third World Churches 


During the closing weeks of 1971 nearly one million Swiss francs will be sought from Swiss business and 
industrial circles "to meet the increasingly imperative needs of the young churches of the Third World". 
The drive is being carried out by the interchurch organization "Solidarity with the Third World", which 
represents Roman Catholic and Protestant missionary councils of Switzerland. The organization hopes 

next year to raise a total of two and a half million Swiss francs. This is the first time that a body 
representing Swiss Protestants and Catholics has made a joint representation to national business cireles. 
The money will be channeled through mission agencies in five continents. 


Welcome to Migrants 


French-speaking families in Geneva, Switzerland will welcome the children of Spanish migrant workers into 
their homes after school to help them prepare their lessons. The programme was initiated by the Spanish 
service of the Protestant Social Centre. The intent is to help the children overcome the problems of 
living in a foreign country and having to learn a second language. 


British Lutherans on Common Market 


The eventual entry of Great Britain into the Common Market could awaken the churches of the British Isles 
out of their lethargy and lead to closer cooperation with Christian bodies on the continent, according to 
the Lutheran Council of Great Britain. At its 23rd meeting at Thiddingworth the Council considered the 
consequences and tasks which would arise for the British churches as a result of Britain's entry into the 
Conmon Market. Particular mention was made of the churches' responsibility for foreign workers and the 
task of pastoral oversight. They emphasized also the Church's role as servant while noting that it could 
never become simply one more welfare organization alongside others. ; 


Hungarian Seminary Enrollments 


Protestant theological seminaries in Ihmgary report the following enrollments for the 1971-72 school year: 
Debrecen Theological Academy of the Reformed Church--65 students of whom 47 are men, 18 women (of the 19 
first-year students five are women); Budapest Theological Academy of the Reformed Church--62 students of 
whom 46 are men, 16 women and 13 in their first year (the student body includes three Yugoslavs and one 
woman from West Germany); Lutheran Theological Academy in Budapest--10 students including three women; 
Baptist Seminary in Budapest--10 including a Finn; seminary of the Council of Free Churches in Budapest-- 
no figure. 


Sport with Ecumenical Flavour 


A highlight of the recent fourth South Pacific Games in Tahiti was a tri-lingual ecumenical service at 
the Papeete Olympic Stadium attended by several thousand Protestants and Roman Catholics. In addition 
the Rev. Thierry Temauri and the Rev. Gilbert Tinembart made personal contact with the athletes and a 
special booklet was edited by the Rev. David Cohen of the New Zealand Bible Society. 


Joint Course for Religious Educators 

A National Institute of Religious Education was opened recently in Lagos, Nigeria with an enrollment of 

17 Protestants and Roman Catholics. It offers a one-year intensive course for clergy and laity teach- 

ing religious subjects in the nation's schools. Through an arrangement with the University of Ibadan, 
(more) 
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students will be able to take an exantination and upon passing, obtain a diploma. The institute stems 
from an initiative by the Christian Education Department of the All Africa Conference of Churches and 
will be run jointly by the Catholic Bishops' Conference and the Christian Council of Nigeria. 


75 Countries Represented at Taizé 


Latest in a series of international youth conferences being held at the French Protestant monastic com- 
munity of Taizé near Cluny is that scheduled for the Christmas holidays. So far this year 42,000 young 
people from 75 different countries have come to Taizé as part of the extended preparations for a forth- 
coming Council of Young People. Among them was a party of 100 North Americans, including Negroes, 
Puerto Ricans and whites, who came by charter flight from Chicago and Alabama using money they had 
earned over a one-year period of washing cars. Meanwhile at Taizé Prior Roger Schutz has nominated 
Brother Max (Thuryal) as the community's representative at the Vatican. 


Catholic Theologian at Protestant Seminary 


A Roman Catholic theologian, the Rev. Wolfgang Trilling, has been appointed to the chair in New Testa- 
ment studies at the Protestant seminary in Leipzig, Bast Germany. Some 150 students are preparing for 
the ministry at the seminary, which is one of three independent centres of theological education in East 
Germany. 


Protestants Invited 


The Friars of the Atonement in Garrison, New York (USA) have announced plans to open their religious 
community to both Protestants and Roman Catholics, and eventually married couples. The new mixed com- 
munity will be attached to the Graymoor Ecumenical Institute. The friars are noted for their contribu- 
tion to ecumenism, particularly their publication each year of the material that is used by all American 
Christians in the observance of Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 


Australian Churches Seek Aid for Aborigines 


The Australian Council of Churches is sending a deputation to the Government's Ministerial Committee on 
Aboriginal Affairs with a proposal for legislation that would guarantee to Australian Aborigines land 
ownership and mineral rights in all Northern Territory reserves. Details of the proposal were made 
known following an Executive Committee meeting in Sydney. In addition to asking corporate freehold 
title to existing reserves and other lands regarded as sacred by Aboriginal groups, the proposal seeks 
legislation on mineral ownership rights or effective priority in prospecting, establishment of a capital 
fund for the purchase of non-reserved land, and compensation for the loss of all other parts of the Aus~- 
tralian continent through a National Trust Fund controlled by Aborigines. 


Korea Host to Lay Training Seminar 

The Korean National Council of Churches welcomed 25 staff members of Christian centres for lay training 
to a six-week course held in Suwon City. It was the first course of its kind for staff from Australia, 
Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Taiwan. In addition 
to Bible study led by Dr. Masao Takenaka of Japan, the group explored the basis for lay training and 
social concern. Workshops focused on development, urban and industrial mission, and church and society 
concerns. Faculty members included the Rev. Werner Simpfendérfer, chairman of the Programme Unit on 
Education and Commmication of the World Council of Churches. 


U.K. Conmunity Workers Need Support 

During the 1960's the existence of widespread poverty in the affluent West was discovered. In the '70's 
the gap between the deprived and the privileged continues to widen. To meet this situation a number of 
commmity action groups were formed in the USA and Great Britain. While this development must continue, 
working on specific issues such as housing, it must be accompanied by a re-allocation of resources on a 
national scale. This was the diagnosis given by Mr. Robert Holman, lecturer at Birmingham University, 
to the commmity workers associated with the British Council of Churches' Commmity and Race Relations 
Unit. The workers, who represented projects throughout Britain supported by the BCC, complained that 
many local churches would not make available their buildings for community purposes. They deplored the 
"parlous state" of churches in twilight areas of the city where many immigrants reside. 


Bravo for U.S. Overture to China 


Dr. John Coventry Smith, a president of the World Council of Churches, was among U.S. churchmen welcom- 
ing President Nixon's planned visit to Peking to seek "normalization" of relations between the U.S. and 
the People's Republic of China. Others included Dr. Cynthia C. Wedel, president of the National Council 
of Churches, who assured Nixon of prayers that the trip will help to secure peace. 
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Members of the World Council of Churches' 19-member Executive Committee will be going to New Zealand in 
February for their semi-annual meeting. ‘Welcome to Polynesia" (page 4) describes some of the recent 
ecumenical initiatives there, chief among which is the move towards church union by five major denomina- 
tions. 


Opposite Page: (981) Service in Wellington at which representatives of the five churches engaged in an 
act of commitment to each other. Left to right: Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Methodists, Asso- 
ciated Churches of Christ (Disciples) and Anglicans. 


(982) Botswanans attending an agricultural and trade fair resporded enthusiastically to an appeal for 
relief for East Pakistan refugees made by the Botswana Christian Council and the Student Christian Move- 
ment of the Gaborone Secondary School (Photo by Sandy Grant). (983) Africa 2000, which has received 
$20,000 from the WCC's Special Fund to Combat Racism, is an independent educational organization based 
in Zambia that seeks to build awareness of the situation in southern Africa through action groups and 
publications such as "'Southem African Record". 


(984) Students at Creative Writers Training Centre in Madang, New Guinea, practice producing news 
stories, fiction, poems and plays during three-week seminar. Some participants are training to produce 
Christian literature, others work for government publishing and broadcasting outlets, others are teachers. 


Four years ago a disastrous earthquake hit eastern Sicily. demolishing entire villages and towns (985). 
The Waldensian Church, following in the footsteps of its 12th-century founder Peter Waldo who 
devoted his wealth to the poor, has undertaken to build homes for 25 of the families left destitute. 
Two villages stand as a monument to their generosity: one near Santa Margerita and '"'Speranza'' (Hope) 
Village at Vita in the earthquake zone between Calatafimi and Gibellina. (986) Individual homes with 
gardens give the residents a sense of pride. Aid was not limited to Protestants but in this heavily 
Roman Catholic area families like those of Paolo Palermo (987) are among those receiving assistance. 


Back Page: The Waldensian Church in Sicily has felt a special responsibility for the needs of families 
in the slum areas of Palermo, especially children. (991) Desiring to provide not only food and clothing 
but education as well, it started classes in a four-story church building in the centre of the city 
which housed the pastor and other church activities. (988) A mother enrolling her children in the 
"Instituto Valdese". Children without parents were taken into the Convitto Valdese Children's Home, a 
rented house with adjoining playground in a neighbourhood of new apartment buildings (992). When child- 
ren from earthquake zones surged into the city in 1968, it was necessary to lodge some in the Casa del | 
Fanciullo in the Noce suburb of Palermo. (989) A statue of homeless waifs next to the church memorial- 
izes this life-giving work of the Waldensians. 


Now all three Palermo facilities are so overtaxed that a new Ecumenical Service Centre has been started 
in the Noce area. Ground was broken in September for a six-story school building which, when completed, 
will contain a nursery school, a primary and secondary school, a trade school for 100 students and a 
home for 60 boys and girls. Eventually it is hoped to construct a profit-making apartment building. 
(990) The Rev. Pietro Panachia (facing camera) has given up his pastoral duties to become director of 
the new service centre. 


Upon learning of the poverty and suffering of Sicily, a group from the world-famous Waldensian centre 
"Agape" in northern Italy went south to found the Servizio Cristiano in Riesi under the leadership of 
the Rev. Tullio Vinay. (993) Pastor Vinay (standing) with two assistants, Irene Wigley and the Rev. 
George Pachoud. Choosing one of the most difficult areas for commmity development, they have special- 
ized in raising hens, which now lay 5,000 eggs a day (998}, as well as fryers (999) for market. (996) In 
the machine shop young men produce blades for forestry saws while learning a trade. (994) Women and 
girls are taught to lead sewing groups in the commmity. (995) The clinic provides medical care for 
mothers and children and a kindergarten teaches young children (997). . 


(1000) Mr. Alex C. Gerace, a 23-year-old Roman Catholic volunteer of Denver, Colorado (USA) recruited 
by the World Council of Churches’ Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service, demonst rates 
how to grow tomatoes under "hot house'' conditions. 


Photos 985-990, 992-1000 by John Fulton. 
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WCC GATHERING REACTIONS 

TO ANGLO-RHODESIAN PACT 

Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches is consulting with the Christian 
churches of Rhodesia and the Zimbabwe Liberation Movement leaders as to what 
action churches outside the country might take in support of the rights of 
black citizens of that country. This initiative is in response to the pro- 
posed Anglo-Rhodesian settlement negotiated by Sir Alec Douglas-Home and Prime 


Minister Ian Smith. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council, has meanwhile 
given his support to a plea that nationalist and liberation movement leaders 
in Rhodesia be released from prison so they can lead the Africans in determin- 


ing the acceptability of the agreement. 


He was seconding a request that Canon Burgess Carr, head of the All Africa 
Conference of Churches, had made by cable to Her Majesty's Prime Minister in 
London. Canon Carr's cable read: 
"Thirty million Christians in the All Africa Conference of Churches are dis- 
mayed and distressed at Her Majesty's Government's acquiescence to Mr. Smith's 
hijacking of an entire nation of five million African men, women and children 
in southern Rhodesia. We urge you to insist that all nationalist and libera- 
tion leaders of the African peoples be released from imprisonment, exile and 
all forms of intimidation and harassment so that they may lead their people 
in determining the 'test of acceptability’ of the agreement reached this week 
in Salisbury. Without this we are convinced that these agreements doom Afri- 
cans in Rhodesia to several generations of white racist oppression. 

(Signed) Burgess Carr, General Secretary, 


All Africa Conference of Churches" 


In addition, the World Council of Churches has solicited the views of its 
member churches in Great Britain through the British Council of Churches as 


to their reactions to the agreement. EPS 
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CCIA CABLES PAKISTAN, INDIAN LEADERS 


Geneva (EPS) - The Hon. Olle Dahlen, chairman, and Mr. Leopoldo Wisglus, direc 
Cor, OL che Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) have 
cabled Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and President Yahya Khan of Pakistan that 
any increase in violence can only lead to protracted human tragedy and open 
up new areas of conflict. They pleaded with both governments to avoid armed 


confrontation. 


The CCIA telegram to Mrs. Gandhi expressed appreciation for the sacrifices 
India has made to cope with the "burden of millions of refugees from the con— 
flict" and said: “While admiring the degree of patience and restraint you 

have shown during these past eight months, we are alarmed at the increase of 
armed conflict on your borders which makes any lasting solution through poli- 
tical negotiations and conciliation extremely difficult. We are convinced that 
even a temporary increase in violence can only lead to protracted human tragedy 
and open up new areas of conflict which would seriously threaten not only the 
well-being of the refugees but the economic and social gains of the Indian peo 


people themselves won through decades of work and sacrifice". 


The telegram to President Yahya Khan warned that further armed conflict "would 
implicitly invite outside intervention by interests which may be in conflict 
with the profound will of the people of your nation for autonomy and self- 
development". It concluded with the words: "We share the concern of the world 
that violence must cease and that full human rights be guaranteed to all of the 


. . . WwW 
citizens of the region . EPS 


SWEDISH ECUMENICAL COUNCIL ACCEPTS CATHOLIC CHURCH 


Stockholm (EPS) - Beginning in January, the Roman Catholic Church will be a 
full member of the Swedish Foumenieal Council. since 1967 it, together with 
the Orthodox and Pentecostal churches, has held observer status. The vote 


to give the Catholic Church full membership was unanimous. EPS 


HEKS PROVIDES JOBS FOR INDIA'S HANDICAPPED 


Ziirich (EPS) - Some 400 jobs will be made available for the physically handi- 
capped in a factory in Bangalore, India, thanks to the Hilfswerk Organisation 
of the Protestant Churches in Switzerland (HEKS). It has provided machines 
and tools worth over SFr.200,000 ($50,697) to equip the factory plus a Swiss 


engineer to work with the Indian committee administering the project. 
EPS 
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CLOSER RELATIONS WITH EUROPEAN 

CATHOLIC BODY SET BY CEC OFFICERS 

Marseilles (EPS) - Practical cooperation between the Conference of European 
Churches (CEC) and the European Episcopal Conference of the Roman Catholic 
Church was anticipated with the naming of a joint study group here last week. 
The action was taken by CEC's Presidium and Advisory Committee with explicit 


agreement of the Roman Catholic partner. 


CEC will be represented by two of its presidents: Prases Dr. Ernst Wilm of 
Westphalia (Germany) and Metropolitan Alexy, Orthodox Bishop of Tallinn (USSR), 


as well as by General Secretary Glen Garfield Williams. 


Roman Catholics on the study group are the Most Rev. Etchagaray, Archbishop of 
Marseilles and president of the Episcopal Conference; the Most Rev. Vonderach, 


Bishop of Chur; and the Most Rev. Martensen, Bishop of Copenhagen. 


A first meeting is set for next spring. The decision grew out of a resolution 
passed by the Sixth CEC Assembly at Nyborg last April. After consultation 

with Catholics there it was clear that "the present situation in Europe today 
calls for a truly common witness of all Christian churches", and closer rela- 


tions between CEC and the bishops’ conference were indicated. 


Prior to the Marseilles meeting Dr. Williams had discussed practical arrange- 
ments in a private audience with Pope Paul VI. While hopeful of the mutual 
benefit to be derived from such contacts and collaboration, the Pope emphasized 
that mutual relations must not be based on a mistaken "romanticism". On the 
contrary, the basis must be brotherly understanding of the difficulties that 


remain to be resolved. 


The CEC Presidium and Advisory Committee "rejoiced" at recent political devel- 
opments such as the Four Power Agreement on Berlin and bilateral treaties be- 
tween Western Germany and the USSR and Poland. It saw these as providing for 
"international legalisation of many of the de facto changes that have taken 
place since the last war". It also welcomed current efforts to reduce tension 
and further disarmament, such as preparation for a possible European Security 
Conference. At the same time, the hope was expressed that conflict situations 


in Northern Ireland and India/Pakistan would be "peacefully and justly resolved". 


Other decisions taken at Marseilles included the continuation of theological 


dialogue between churches in Eastern and Western Europe within the framework 
(more) 
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of the working group on ecclesiological problems. A new group will be estab- 


lished to study problems of peace in Europe and elsewhere. Due to CEC's tight 


financial situation, the nucleus group will be limited for the time being to 


10-12 members. 


It is also planned to call a conference of representatives of National Chris- 
tian Councils in Europe, as suggested last July by the World Conference on 
Christian Councils held in Geneva. And a conference on inter-church aid in 
Europe (see page 7) will be organised jointly with the Commission on Inter- 


Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the World Council of Churches. EPS 


WCC DELEGATION IN POLAND 


Warsaw (EPS) -— A three-member delegation from the World Council of Churches 
visited Poland's capital city from 26 to 29 November at the invitation of the 
Polish Ecumenical Council. Their purpose was to learn firsthand the ecclesias- 
tical and ecumenical problems faced by the Protestant and Orthodox churches 


belonging to the council. 


The delegation consisted of Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary; Prof. 
Nikos Nissiotis, director of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey outside Geneva; 
and Dr. Heinrich Puffert, secretary for Europe of the Commission on Inter- 


Church Aid, Refugee and World Service. 


During the visit the delegation had discussions with the member churches and 
Dr. Blake addressed a special meeting of the Ecumenical Council on November 27, 
describing the gains made by the ecumenical movement. Dr. Nissiotis reported 
on relations with the Roman Catholic Church. On Sunday morning Dr. Blake 
preached to a large congregation attending an ecumenical service in Trinity 
Lutheran Church. 

Accepting an invitation from the Ecumenical Commission of the Roman Catholic 
Bishops' Conference, the WCC representatives were also able to learn about 

the progress of ecumenism in the Catholic Church, the majority church there. 
They also were received by the Deputy Director of the State Ministry for Church 


Affairs, Mr. Tadeusz Dusik. 


"The visit as a whole was useful", Dr. Blake stated afterward. "T am looking 


forward to the development of ecumenical relations in Poland". EPS 
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ANTI-RACISM FUND RECEIVES 

GIFTS FROM NETHERLANDS 

Geneva (EPS) - Two contributions to the Special Fund to Combat Racism have 
been received by the World Council of Churches this week. Both come from the 


Netherlands. 


The sum of 30,000 guilders ($8,927) has come as a result of the campaign known 
as “Action Prepaid Answer" which made collections from individuals during 
"Peace Week" in September. (Earlier this year the sum of 98,014 guilders 


($29,170) was received from this same source.) 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Netherlands has also sent 5,000 guil- 


ders ($1,487) as a direct church contribution to the fund. 


Thus far the Special Fund has paid out a total of $400,000 to 33 organisations 
of oppressed racial groups and those supporting victims of racial injustice. 
Latest allocations of $200,000 were voted by the WCC Executive Committee at 


its meeting in Sofia last September. EPS 


WCC SENDS FURTHER $850,000 
FOR REFUGEE WORK IN INDIA 


Geneva (EPS) - A further $850,000 has been sent to New Delhi this week by the 
Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) of the 
World Council of Churches for work amongst East Pakistan refugees in India. 
The money will be used by CASA, the Indian churches' relief agency, for the 
purchase of roofing materials for refugee camps, the supply of water and the 
provision of blankets. This brings total WCC cash assistance so far dis- 
patched to India to over $2 million. Another $850,000 is expected to be sent 


by December 15. 


As hostilities continue on the East Pakistan border, close to 10 million refu- 
gees are gathered in India. Attempts are being made to move them away from 
the tense border areas and work continues on the establishment of central 
transit camps. CASA is providing materials for four camps at Salboni, Gam- 


babbani, Salva and Digri which house more than half a million refugees. 


Two more CASA field hospitals have been established including special nutri- 
tion units for mal-nourished refugee children. CASA has also placed orders 
for clothing. More than 100,000 sarees, lungis and children's clothes are 


being received and sent to yarious camps for distribution. EPS 
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EUROPE INTER-CHURCH AID 

CONSULTATION ‘SET FOR 1972 

Geneva (EPS) — Representatives of the European churches will be invited to a 

regional meeting in the autumn of 1972 to discuss the future of inter-church 
aid work in Europe. The consultation will be sponsored by the Commission on 

Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) of the World Council of 
Churches, which has been engaged in inter-church aid work in Europe since its 


formation, and the Conference of European Churches (CEC). 


Present will be representatives from the minority churches, those in Eastern 
Europe and the Orthodox churches, which have all received assistance through 
inter-church activities, as well as the churches which have contributed to the 
programmes. The agenda includes the churches' common responsibility and pri- 


orities for European inter-church aid work. 


The consultation is part of the new emphasis within CICARWS aimed at enabling 
regional groups to have a greater say in policy decision-making on projects. 
Similar meetings are planned in all the regions. EPS 


WCC SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME 
SAYS FINANCIAL SUPPORT LAGS 
Geneva (EPS) - The scholarship programme of the World Council of Churches is in 


a "difficult situation", according to a report issued by the Scholarships Desk. 


During the academic year 1971-72 some 223 candidates are receiving assistance 
through the programme, out of a total of well over 400 applicants considered 
by the Scholarships Committee. Several persons have already been chosen for 
1972-73 and many applications are still to be processed. Yet the financial 


resources so far available for next year are below the 1971 level. 


Dr. K.C. Joseph, executive secretary for the programme, says much more money 
will be needed if more candidates are to be assisted, particularly those from 


Africa. 


Agencies related to the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Ser- 
vice of the WCC have been urged to give high priority to askings of the scholar- 
ship programme. A special task force has also been established to review the 
priorities and programme of the Scholarships Desk. Its role is to see how the 
programme meets the needs of the churches and the world and to define its rela- 


tionship to the overall educational work of the WCC. 55. 
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CONFESSIONAL FAMILIES DISCUSS 

PLANS FOR NEXT WCC ASSEMBLY 

Geneva (EPS) - The need for more effective sharing of information and contact 
among church organisations and confessional families was cited here by repre- 


sentatives of 12 international Christian groupings. 


The 1971 conference of Secretaries of World Confessional Families heard reports 
from several recent assemblies and noted that virtually all Christian organisa- 
tions face similar questions concerning both the content of their major meet- 
ings and ways to assure the most representative participation by supporting 


groups. 


As to the major questions facing Christians, four main categories can be deter- 
mined: questions about mission and proclamation, social responsibility, unity 


and inner-church structures. 


Much of the discussion was against the background of plans for the 1975 Fifth 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Indonesia. The WCC has suggested 
that world confessional families should be among those involved in the pre- 


paratory process. 


Concerning representation at the WCC Assembly, the confessional family repre- 
sentatives urged that in addition to larger numbers of youth and laymen and 
women as voting delegates, participants should include persons of a wide variety 


of theological backgrounds, particularly conservative evangelicals. 


In the coming year, the confessional family representatives agree to analyse 
assembly preparatory procedures and share findings and suggestions at their 
next meeting. Other major discussion items included preparations for publica- 
tion of a document on bi-lateral conversations written by Dr. Nils Ehrenstrom 
of Buchillon, Switzerland, and Dr. Gunther Gassman of Strasbourg, France. 

Also ways to launch a comparative study on religious liberty questions were 


considered. EPS 


MIXED MARRIAGE COMMISSION 
HOLDS FIRST MEETING 


Strasbourg, France (EPS) - A study commission of Lutheran, Reformed and Roman 
Catholic theologians discussed the "theology of marriage and the problems of 
mixed marriages" from 22 to 27 November at the first of a series of meetings 


planned for the next three years. (more) 
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Participating in the discussion was a joint delegation named by the Lutheran 
World Federation and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. The Catholics 


were selected by the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity. 


As the basis for discussion of the status of marriage today, working papers 
were read by the following: Prof. Rachel Henderlite of Austin, Texas (socio- 
logical issues); Dr. (Mrs.) Micheline Hermann-Méric of Paris (psychological 
questions); Prof. Dietrich Réssler of Tiibingen, Germany (religious analysis); 
Prof. Gustave Martelet of Lyon, France and the Rev. Maurice Sweeting of Valen- 
tigney, France (both speaking on the theological understanding of the man- 
woman relationships). A number of crucial issues emerged requiring further 


study, such as changing concepts of man-woman relationships and sexuality. 


During the next three years the study commission plans to take up the following 
themes: The sacramental nature of marriage, the problem of indissolubility, 
ecclesiastical regulations concerning marriage especially the problems of fam- 


ilies where husband and wife belong to different churches. 


The Strasbourg sessions were chaired alternately by Mrs. Jacqueline Stuyt 
(Roman Catholic); the Rev. Dr. Rudolf Ehrlich (WARC) and Prof. Dr. Dietrich 
Réssler (LWF). The World Council of Churches was represented by the Rev. Rex 


Davis as an observer. 
EPS 


FORMER RHODESIAN LEADER ASKS FREE DISCUSSION 


Salisbury (EPS) - The Hon. Garfield Todd, former Prime Minister of Rhodesia 
and a leading Christian layman, has proposed that at least six months of "open 
and free discussion" be allowed the five million Africans before they are re- 
quired to indicate their reaction to the proposed Anglo-Rhodesian agreement 


signed by Sir Alec Douglas—Home and Prime Minister Ian Smith. 


"This is the first time that Africans have been given real political power in 
Rhodesia", he told the press on November 30, "and six years of consultation 
between white governments surely warrants at least six months of open and free 


discussion amongst the five million Africans so deeply affected before an 


answer is required of them". 


He added that "Africans might think it reasonable to demand some machinery of 


political advancement which would guarantee a majority of African voters by a 


+s "W 
definite date . EPS 
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Note to Editors: This article is intended for use in church journals in the 
issue preceding Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 


THE ECUMENICAL TIDE 
by Emilianos Timiadis 


Metropolitan of Calabria 


Following a pattern which is now classical, the movement of the divided 
churches towards reunion takes place in a sequence of advances, braking 
movements and sudden accelerations. There have been critical moments, of 
course. Fruitless conferences have led nowhere, leaving Church leaders 
and lay people still deeply divided about both the objectives and the ways 
in which to achieve cooperation between the churches based on complete 


unity of faith. 


From the very beginning of the ecumenical movement and the series of major 
ecumenical conferences, goodwill, prayer and the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit have carried us forward, despite hesitations, conflicts and misunder- 
standings. Bilateral and multilateral discussions have multiplied, notably 
between Rome, Constantinople and Geneva. Such consultations have made zt 
possible to clear out of the way certain major obstacles of a technical 


character, which have blocked the road to unity. 


In an atmosphere of general euphoria we have sometimes allowed ourselves to 
become overly optimistic. We imagined that all the problems were solved and 
it was only a matter of time before the ecumenical movement achieved its 

final goal. In actual fact, while the theologians were led to accept as a 
guiding principle the fixing of a definite period within which reconcilia- 
tion between the various confessions was to be achieved, and did so very 
sincerely, they soon discovered that they had allowed too little time for 

the elimination of all the divisive barriers between the churches, the unhappy 
legacy of past centuries. They consequently were led to adopt a three-stage 


process. 


Firstly, the stage of dialogue in the spirit of love. This was intended to 
prepare people psychologically by enabling them to understand more profoundly 
the common bonds which unite Christians who share the same Baptism and the 
same Gospel. This stage was also seen as an opportunity for Christians to 
commit themselves never to return to monologue and a spirit of distrust. 


(more) 
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The second stage is a transitional one. By mutual discussion we must define 
the common task of Christians in face of the problems of a rapidly changing 
world. This second stage is to prepare the way for the third and, psycho- 


logically, shortest stage. 


This will be the great step of restoring the unity of the Church and returning 
to Pentecost. It will be the short, final step. For if agreement is achieved, 


it will only remain for us to implement our full communion. 


One fundamental problem for Christians is whether Eucharistic Communion must 
be a first step or whether we must first establish unity in doctrine and faith. 
A compromise solution has been proposed, but such precipitate compromises, 
opportunist in character, are out of place in the sphere of faith. Unless 
there is a prior dogmatic agreement, at least with respect to the essentials, 
there is a real danger of jeopardizing the reality of Eucharistic Communion. 


Such a compromise is no solution at all; it simply postpones a genuine solution. 


Truly objective appraisal will acknowledge that many of the barriers between 
Christians and the rigidity of these positions have gradually been modified 
and are now removed. Nevertheless, no irrevocable decision has yet been taken 


and the interconfessional horizon may darken again in the next few years. 


No tree springs up overnight. It needs both time and favourable conditions in 
which to grow. The unity for which Christians yearn is a vision that will not 
suddenly be realized tomorrow. Disunion is so deep-rooted in the hearts and 

minds of Christians that it represents a chronic condition. We do not find it 


easy to convince ourselves that there are rapid remedies available for our 


sickness. 


In order to achieve the desired change, we have to begin with small steps. 
Such efforts will not be in vain. One day the tiny sapling will become a 


rich and fruitful tree. 


A countryman once came to a deep stream which he needed to cross. He began 
to throw small stones into the water. By nightfall he was tired and almost 
desperate. But suddenly he noticed that the thousands of small stones had 
together formed a firm base on which it would at last be possible for him to 
cross. Small but persistent efforts had achieved the desired result, and 


this without his ever losing faith or hope. 


KRREKKKRKESR 
(more) 
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This is the reason why love in the New Testament is a commandment. At first 


sight that may surprise us. One cannot love because one is told to love. 


Jesus said to his disciples, and that includes the whole Christian community 
today: "I give you a new commandment; love one another as I have loved 
you..." (John 13:34). This text, chosen as the theme for the 1972 Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity, finds its centre in the last words. The com- 
mandment to love becomes possible because Christ loved us. It is his love 
towards us that inspires the Christian community to make persistent efforts 


to love. 


Of course, this commandment can only be fulfilled in prayer that is in con- 
stant, refreshing contact with Christ himself. It is in this contact with 
Him, personally and corporately, that the churches avoid euphoria and despair. 
It is by prayer that they prepare themselves for unity, work out their common 


action and intensify their longing for full unity. 


In this prayer, which is itself an act of love, the churches also make them- 


selves concomitant with Christ's love towards other human beings. 


That is why we pray: "Help us to love, Lord, as you commanded. Teach us to 
open our eyes and our hearts to penetrate the lives of others and not to 


forget that 'the battle for a better world is a battle of love in the service 


1 iki 
of love * EPS 
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CHRISTIAN/MUSLIM DIALOGUE 

PLANNED FOR MIDDLE OF '72 

Geneva (EPS) - A decision to continue Muslim/Christian dialogue was announced 
here early this week following the conclusion of a two-day meeting of a small 
group of Christians and Muslims. The meeting was organized by Dr. Stanley J. 
Samartha, a staff member af the World Council of Churches who is responsible 
for the Council's programme of dialogue with people of living faiths and ideo- 


logies. 


An effort will be made to deepen the basis of the dialogue, widen the scope of 


its concerns and make it more representative, Dr. Samartha said. 


Acknowledging that Christians and Muslims both face the challenge of the secu- 
lar world, the group decided they should deal with issues arising from encoun 
ters of living faiths with the problems of contemporary society. This does 
not mean that members of the two faiths should join forces against people of 
other faiths and ideologies. But through a clearer understanding of their 
essential beliefs it is hoped they will be able to widen the area of concerns 


and cooperation. 


A major meeting of Christians and Muslims will therefore be held in mid-1972 
to consider the theme: "The Quest for Human Understanding and Cooperation-— 
Christian and Muslim Contributions". It will bring together approximately 40 
people from different parts of the world, about equally divided between the 


two groups. 


This dialogue will be the second in an ongoing series which began at Cartigny 
near Geneva in March 1969. Muslims were also part of a four-partner dialogue 
at Ajaltoun (Lebanon) in March 1970 which also included Hindus, Buddhists and 
Christians. WCC also has an ongoing programme of dialogue with the Jews on 


matters of faith and on issues related to development, justice and peace. 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches at its meeting in Addis 
Ababa in January 1971 said consultations should be arranged, as regularly as 
possible, by the World Council between Christians and men of other faiths, and 
specified that "at the present stage priority may be given to bilateral dia- 


1 . . Uo 
ogues of a specific nature EPS 


No. 32 - 9th December, 1971 3 


BCC OFFICERS VOICE CONCERN 

ON TEST OF ACCEPTABILITY 

London (EPS) — Three officers of the British Council of Churches, commenting on 
the proposed Anglo-Rhodesian agreement, have termed the test of acceptability 
"one crucial element in the proposals" and pleaded that it be fair and exhaus-— 


tive. 


"It is what the people of Rhodesia think of these proposals that really matters", 
stated the Rev. Roderick Smith, chairman of the Executive Committee, the Rt. Rev. 
Arthur L. Macarthur, chairman of the Administrative Committee, and Bishop C. 
Kenneth Sansbury, general secretary. They reconfirmed the BCC's conviction that 
the 5 million Africans as well as the 240,000 Europeans in Rhodesia have "both 


the right and the responsibility to share in the government". 


At the same time the officers express "serious concern" over the test of accep- 
tability for four reasons. (1) The Rhodesian authorities intend to release 31 
detainees but will not review the cases of the remaining detainees until after 
the test of acceptability is completed; (2) the review of racially discrimina- 
tory legislation will not take place until after the test; (3) radio and tele- 
vision time beforehand will not be available to African political parties such 
as ZAPU and ZANU; (4) it is not clear that sufficient time will be allowed to 
translate the proposals into tribal languages and permit their consideration 


in rural areas. 


The BCC's Joint Department on International Affairs plans to publish a commen- 
tary on the proposals before Christmas. EPS 


wcc ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES TOPS $7 MILLION 


Geneva (EPS) - Figures released this week by the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches indicated 
that churches around the world have so far contributed $2,883,893 in cash and 
material aid valued at $4,469,340 for East Pakistan refugees in India through 
the World Council. CASA, the Indian churches’ relief agency, which has handled 
most of the money and goods, reports that it is working in 28 camps with a full- 
time staff of more than 50 and 28 volunteer Indian doctors, one foreign doctor, 


15 volunteer para-medical workers and 84 Indian volunteers. EPS 
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EUROPEAN CHURCHES STUDY NORTHERN IRELAND; 

BRITISH COUNCIL ASKS LASTING SOLUTION 

Geneva (EPS) - As the killings and bombings mount in Northern Ireland, the Con- 
ference of European Churches (CEC) is working to keep its members informed on 


the situation in the province. 


Dr. Glen Garfield Williams, general secretary of CEC, recently paid a visit to 
Northern Ireland and reported on the "unpublished acts of mercy and self—sacri- 


fice" carried out by individual Protestant churches and Roman Catholic parishes. 


As a result of his visit two information projects were arranged. A German 
church journalist spent three weeks in Northern Ireland gathering material for 
articles for European church papers. And last weekend (December 1-4) an infor- 


mation seminar was held in Belfast. 


Organized in cooperation with the Irish Council of Churches, the seminar brought 
together 40 representatives from the foreign relations offices of European 
churches, as well as church radio and newspaper journalists. Participants came 
from 10 European countries both East and West and included a Roman Catholic 


prior from France. 


They met representatives of many viewpoints although leading spokesmen for 
right-wing Unionism and the main opposition party did not fulfill invitations 
to participate. The churchmen also met representatives of the Northern Ireland 


Government's Community Relations Commission, and visited the worst riot areas. 


Dr. Williams says CEC will be paying "close attention to practical follow-up of 


the seminar". 


Meanwhile in London the Executive Committee of the British Council of Churches 
issued a statement on December 3 calling on the leaders and members of the 
churches in Northern Ireland to promote effective cooperative ventures between 


Catholics and Protestants in the service of all the peoples of the province. 


In a reference to the political situation, the Executive Committee welcomed 
recent initiatives aimed at promoting discussion of long-term solutions to the 
crisis. Reluctance to consider long-term solutions, the Committee argued, 
"will only increase the fears that already so deeply divide the communities 


. Ww 
in Northern Ireland”. EPS 
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UNITED CHURCH FOR CEYLON 

DUE IN ONE YEAR'S TIME 

Colombo, Ceylon (EPS) - The Church of Lanka (Ceylon) will be inaugurated on 
Advent Sunday 1972 now that the Methodist Church has accepted the church union 


scheme by a majority vote of 88% and the Diocese of Colombo with a 90Z vote. 


(Two years ago considerable disappointment was felt when the Methodist vote in 
the ministerial session was 1% short of the 75% required for that church to 


participate in the union.) 


Included in the new united church will be Ceylonese congregations of the Church 
of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon, the Baptist Church, Presbyterian Church, 


Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India and the Methodists. 


The Negotiating Committee at its meeting here November 17 adopted procedures 
for inaugurating the united church. Services of thanksgiving will be held in 
the different parts of the country after Unity Week in 1972. A number of com- 


mittees were named to plan for the union. 


The scheme of union adopted by the Ceylonese churches resembles that of the 


Church of North India. EPS 


MUTUAL RECOGNITION OF BAPTISM 

SIGNED BY BELGIANS 

Brussels (EPS) - Representatives of four Protestant churches in Belgium and the 
Roman Catholic Church have signed a "Joint Church Declaration of Mutual Recog- 
nition of Baptism". The text was drawn up by an official 13-member commission-— 


seven Protestants and six Catholics. 


"We recognize together'', the document states, "+hat in our churches the same Bap- 
tism of Jesus Christ is administered in the name of God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, in obedience to the Gospel and in accordance with our various constitu- 
tions and traditions....Despite the real divisions which the Church of Christ 

has suffered for many centuries and still suffers today, Baptism is a sign by 
means of which the Holy Spirit even now really gathers the churches together in 
one and the same faith, charity and hope. The churches are also conscious of 


being united by a bond of true brotherhood in the Lord". 


The declaration is regarded in Belgian ecumenical circles as an encouragement to 


pursue the dialogue in other aspects of Christian doctrine and pastoral Work. p59 
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CHRISTIANS BELIEVE EAST GERMAN 

GOVERNMENT RESTRICTS EDUCATION 

Berlin (EPS) - Church authorities, synods and Christian parents in East Germany 
share a feeling that the right to equal educational opportunities, guaranteed 
by the Constitution of the German Democratic Republic, is applied only to sec- 
ondary education up to the intermediate certificate level. With few exceptions, 
higher education in colleges and universities is still reserved for convinced 
supporters of the Marxist-Leninist ideology. Christians are thus excluded from 


such opportunities. 


This concern was expressed at meetings of the Synods of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches of Saxony, Mecklenburg, Greifswald and Anhalt in October and November. 
Last Spring an increase in the numbers of Christian children and young people 
excluded from higher school and college education was noted. Now this is des- 
cribed in church reports as the rule. While church circles appreciate the de- 
sire of the East German Government to reduce the number of college graduates in 
order to improve the supply of skilled workers, they nevertheless object to dis= 


crimination against children and young people who participate in church life. EPS 


BERLIN SYNOD HITS PREJUDICE 

AGAINST FOREIGN WORKERS 

Berlin (EPS) - The Western Regional Synod of the Berlin-Brandenburg Church is 
urging greater awareness of the problems of foreign workers in the Federal Ger- 
man Republic. In a letter to congregations last month, the Synod said the Church 


has a duty to help break down prejudices and misunderstandings. 


Noting the high level of contributions made by the East German churches to the 
wcC's Programme to Combat Racism, the Synod reminded its own congregations of the 
special account at the Evangelical Church Office in West Berlin where contribu- 


tions to this fund could be paid. 


The Magdeburg church authorities have renewed their support for the programme. 
They underlined that the Executive Committee of the Federation of Evangelical 
Churches in East Germany, in endorsing the programme, described the elimination 
of racism as a "prototype for the full achievement of human rights". The Magde- 
burg church declared: "Opposition to the racist denial of human rights can only 
be credible if accompanied by a serious effort to respect human rights in our 


own country". EPS 
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wcc ASSISTS DISASTER 

PLANNING IN ST. VINCENT 

Geneva (EPS) - The Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
(CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches has cabled $10,000 this week to the 
Christian Council of St. Vincent in the Caribbean for use in preparation for 
relief operations. An appeal has been made to church agencies for a further 
$20,000. St. Vincent is threatened by the possible eruption of a volcano which 


has lain dormant for 69 years. 


The last eruption in 1902 killed 2,000 people. Recently there have been signs 
of new activity. The temperature in the crater lake has gone up to 90° centi- 


gerade, while the water level has risen dramatically. 


The Prime Minister of St. Vincent, Mr. Milton Cato, in a personal message to 
the director of CICARWS, Dr. Alan A. Brash, appealed for World Council assis- 
tance. Some 11,000 families have already been evacuated from the danger area. 
The $10,000 will be used for food purchase. Stockpiles of tents are being 


assembled and refugee centres prepared. 


In addition, the American churches! relief agency, Church World Service, has 
sent 10,000 blankets to the island and»made available a specialist from their 
disaster unit to help in relief planning. Attempts are also being made to find 
10,000 cots as Dead Rouge Beetles make sleeping on the ground hazardous. 


EPS 


NORWAY'S BISHOPS WANT ACTION 

ON HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 

Oslo (EPS) - The Bishops’ Council of the Church of Norway has called on the Nor- 
wegian Government, the World Council of Churches and the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion to make “an untiring endeavour" to stop the violation of human rights” 1p 


"communistic countries". 


Specifically the bishops cite "the suppression of the Jewish minority in the 
Soviet Union...the suppression of freedom of spirit" there including the con- 
fining of critics of the system. to insane asylums, and "the persecution of 


Christians which continues to be an overt fact in a number of countries behind 


the Iron Curtain". 


"ye would feel like traitors against the cause of the Gospel itself if we forget 
this, if we fail to speak up against this, and if we neglect to do that which 


is within our power to build a worldwide opinion against this", the bishops say. 
(more) 
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A statement issued by the Norwegian bishops last year on "International Coopera- 
tion Between Churches" had pointed to "a disturbing tendency" in ecumenical reso- 
lutions and statements to condemn wrongs in the Western world with considerably 
more consistency and strength than violation of human rights in communist coun- 
tries or in the Third World. This may weaken the credibility of the Christian 


churches' ecumenical critique of society. EPS 


FUNDS GIVEN FOR WCC NONVIOLENCE STUDY 


Hamburg (EPS) - The sum of $8,000 has been contributed towards the World Council 
of Churches! study on "Violence, Nonviolence and the Struggle for Social Justice" 
by the Development Service Committee of the Hamburg Synod, Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKD). The action was authorized by the Synod after it had debated the 
WCC's Programme to Combat Racism at its meeting in Gliicksburg. This is the 

first contribution to the nonviolence study from an EKD church. According to 
Rudiger Stegemann, head of the Hamburg development programme, the issue of vio- 
lence/nonviolence has played a large part in the racism discussions in West 


Germany. 


Meanwhile the study has also been aided by £1,250 ($3,101) from two Quaker foun- 
dations in the United Kingdom: the Rowntree Charitable Trust and the Barrow and 
Geraldine S. Cadbury Trust. EPS 


DIALOGUE ON WORK OF HOLY SPIRIT PLANNED 


Rome (EPS) - The Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity has agreed to 
assist in organizing an international dialogue among participants in charismatic 
movements within the Protestant, Anglican, Catholic and Pentecostal churches. 
Extending over a five-year period, the dialogue will consist of yearly meetings 
in which theological discussion will focus on the role of the Holy Spirit in the 


life of the Christian and the Church. 


In a number of countries public attention has already been drawn to spiritual 
renewal movements both inside and outside the churches, one example of which is 
the "Jesus People". It therefore seemed appropriate to reflect at international 
level the informal sharing in prayer and theological reflection already going on 


at local level. 


A special concern of the dialogue will be the way in which fullness of life in 


the Holy Spirit finds expression in prayer, fellowship and service. 
(more) 
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A core team has been asked to organize the dialogue consisting of the following: 
Roman Catholic Church--Pierre Duprey (France), Kilian McDonnell (USA), Basil 
Meeking (Vatican); Pentecostal churches--David du Plessis (USA), John McTernan 
(Italy); Charismatic Movement in Protestant and Anglican Churches--Arnold Bitt- 
linger (German Lutheran), Michael Harper (British Anglican), Rodman Williams 
(American Presbyterian). EPS 


EVANGELICAL LITERATURE CENTRE 
MARKS UNESCO BOOK YEAR 


Yaoundé (EPS) - African participation in UNESCO's "International Book Year" 
offers an opportunity to press the wider distribution of books published by the 
Evangelical Literature Centre here. The centre serves the Protestant churches 
of Cameroun, Dahomay, Ivory Coast, Gabon, the Republic of the Congo and the 
Republic of Zaire. It has so far published 71 titles, mainly in French but 
also in English and various African languages. 


With the help of the Theological Education Fund of the World Council of Churches 
a theological series has been specially designed for use in African universities. 
Among the recent titles is Towards an African Theology (Pour une théologie afri- 
caine). The catalogue includes a study De la négritude au négrisme (untransla- 
table but roughly From Negro passivity to Negro activity). 


A number of African literary prizes have been awarded to young authors whose 
works have been published by the Evangelical Literature Centre, which soon hopes 
to have 90 items in its catalogue including bilingual texts (French and African 


languages) and audio-visual materials. EPS 


REGIONAL ECUMENICAL COMMISSION FOR NORTH GERMANY 


Loccum (EPS) - A Regional Protestant-Catholic Commission was established for 
North Germany at the end of November. This was in response to a proposal made 
by the German Catholic Bishops’ Conference and the Council of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKD). 


The new commission includes representatives from the 10 Protestant Regional 
Churches (Landeskirchen) and three Catholic dioceses in the Provinces of Bremen, 
Hamburg, Lower Saxony and Schleswig-Holstein. Designed to promote cooperation 
and theological dialogue between the Catholic and Protestant churches of the 
region, it will be advisory in nature and findings will be in the form of recom- 
mendations to the individual churches. 


It is hoped that the first meeting, planned for March 14th and 15th, will be 
addressed by Jan Cardinal Willebrands, President of the Vatican Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity, and Prof. Vilmos Vajta of the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion's Ecumenical Institute in Strasburg. BPs 


FRENCH PROTESTANT MAGAZINE TO CEASE 


Lyons (EPS) — With its November issue, L'Illustré Protestant, published in Lyons 
since 1952 and edited by Paul Eberhard, ceased publication. The modern-style 
monthly magazine, established as an independent forum for French Protestantism 
with a clear ecumenical emphasis, has in recent years tried to increase circula- 
tion and to reduce costs by cooperating with church-related papers but has not 


found an adequate base. EPS 
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A Christmas Message 
By Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 


General Secretary, World Council of Churches 


It takes more than goodwill to establish peace, and more than power to main- 
tain it. Peace is the frail child of love and justice. It grows only in a 
climate of humility and imagination, of love for simple people and a deep 


reverence for life. 


This is what Christian churches celebrate on Christmas day. There is no sen- 
timentality in the account of God laying aside his power and becoming man, 

a very poor man at that. All the lovely children's songs and all the world's 
folklore do not obscure the hard realities of the original event, which does 
not only speak of a new-born baby and angels, but also of arbitrary power, 


homelessness, hardship and social outcasts. 


It takes courage to celebrate this story, because this much is immediately 
clear: In order to be part of the feast one has to become a builder of peace 
oneself. If the Prince of Peace is not to be lost in our Christmas parties, 


he has to be followed to where peace is most needed. 


Christmas demands a commitment, not to win wars but to establish and defend 
peace. It is the time to reconsider our political actions, our budget in 
the family and the nation, and the ways we describe our adversaries and 
defend our interests. To those who accept Christ as their Lord, here 1s 


both a command and a promise. 


To all men it is a plea coming from those who have no peace. In 1971 mankind 
has seen millions victimised by aggression and terror. Whether 1972 will be 


a year of peace-making depends upon all of us together. 


(As recorded by INTERVOX, ecumenical tape information service) 
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ETHIOPIAN HEALTH NEEDS PROMPT 

CHURCH-GOVERNMENT COOPERATION 

Addis Ababa (EPS) - Community health care is stimulating ecumenical cooperation 
among the Christian churches and mission agencies in Ethiopia. This became 
clear during a recent conference between the Ministry of Public Health and 
church-related agencies, which was jointly sponsored by the World Council of 


Churches Christian Medical Commission (CMC). 


"This conference was a landmark for several reasons", said Dr. Hakan Hellberg 
of the CMC. "It was the first time an African government had taken the initia- 
tive in calling such a conference. It uncovered widespread agreement. on the 
need for a nation-wide programme of preventive medicine and health-promoting 
activities. And it was the first opportunity many churches had had to meet and 


discuss a common problem". 


Some 150 persons from such widely diverse groups as the Ethiopian Orthodox 
Church, the Sudan Interior Mission, Lutherans, Mennonites, Presbyterians, Sev- 
enth-Day Adventists and Roman Catholics met with top officials of the Ministry 


of Public Health and 14 Provincial Medical Officers. 


Ironically enough, it was the cholera epidemic of 1970 that first brought gov- 
ernment and church medical people together. Both brought in vaccine but it was 
the churches and missions that had sufficient medical personnel to administer 

the inoculations on a broad geographical basis. At this time Provincial Medi- 


cal Officers got acquainted with them. 


Now government has determined to decentralize health care and step up preven— 
tive measures. The 25 church-related medical groups attending the conference, 
which represent 30% of all medical services in Ethiopia, could be of immense 


help in this effort. 


During the conference the Ministry of Health pressed its desire for a single 
liaison body with which it might negotiate. Conference participants agreed to 
name a steering committee to formulate a mechanism for dealing with government 
on a national scale. At the provincial level cooperative projects can start 
immediately, since participants met in regional groups and discussed common 
needs. Several of these groups set the date for meetings once they returned 


home. 


The Minister of Public Health, His Excellency Ato Ketema, gave the opening ad- 


dress at the conference. The chairman was the Vice Minister, Ato Yohannes 
(more) 
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Wolde Gerima. Speaking for the Development Commission of the Ethiopian Ortho- 
dox Church was Ato Abebe Kebede. And the World Council of Churches was repre 


sented by Dr. Hellberg and Dr. Gilmary Simmons of Geneva. EPS 


WCC'S LARGEST RELIEF/REHABILITATION 

PROGRAMME EVER DRAWS TO A CLOSE 

Geneva (EPS) - A little more than two years after the end of the bitter Nigerian 
civil war, the largest relief and rehabilitation programme ever supported through 
the World Council of Churches is drawing to a close. In the two-year period, 
churches and their agencies around the world have channelled more than $20 mil- 
lion in cash and material aid as well as personnel to the programme of the 


Christian Council of Nigeria (CCN) Rehabilitation Commission. 


Under the leadership of Emmanuel Urhobo, the Nigerian director, a staff team of 
573 Nigerians and 22 expatriates--including Japanese, Indian, Jamaican, European 
and North American personnel—-have carried out extensive relief work and 41 
field rehabilitation projects and programmes. The aim, in the words of a CCN 
report, was "to give a shot-in-the-arm to the medical, agricultural, industrial 
and social sectors, enabling them to recover sufficiently to progress by them- 


selves". 


Rural health centres have been reconstructed in five divisions in the East Cen- 
tral State and five hospitals, including Queen Elizabeth and Iyi-Enu, enabled 
to function again. Medical teams have supplemented governmental health care. 
One of the CCN medical personnel, Dr. Migazaki from Japan, has been carrying 
out visits to no less than 44 health centres, dispensaries and maternities 


each month. 


In the agricultural field, three rural training centres have been reopened after 
the devastation of the war. A rural reconstruction plan is also in operation 
which aims at the creation of 10 or 11 cooperative farms in the East Central 


State. This will encourage 150 young farmers. 


Home industries have been another part of CCN's work. Some seven weaving centres 
have been established and a regular and increasing demand is reported. Pottery 


is being produced at Isheagu under the direction of a Nigerian potter. 


An important human contribution made by CCN is in the field of child welfare. 
Children separated from their parents by the war have been reunited with their 


families after much patient tracing work. Other social programmes include 
(more) 
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youth work, training, the provision of nurseries and day-care centres and assis-— 


tance to families. 


Wim Schot, finance secretary of the WCC's Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee 
and World Service (CICARWS), said on returning from Nigeria recently that those 
projects not completed by the CCN Commission's termination date in early 1972 


will be carried on by a newly constituted CCN Social Action Department. 


"CCN Commission staff is currently considering a full-scale evaluation of its 
activities as a basis for future development work", said Mr. Schot. While relief 
was a major emphasis in the early days, the main thrust over the past 18 months 


has been development. 


Schot also paid tribute to the Commission's director. "Mr. Urhobo", he said, 
"is a man of great integrity who was determined to face and solve the problems 


of reconstruction in a post-war society". 


Moreover, claimed Schot, there has never been a previous example of such a large, 
locally based programme leaving no permanent structure behind. "CCN's programme 
has been a model of flexibility and service". EPS 


A 


NEW ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE FOR 1972 


Geneva (EPS) - Beginning January 1, 1972 the Ecumenical Press Service inaugu- 
rates a new publication schedule. Each month subscribers will receive one news 
bulletin the second Thursday of each month containing concise reports of major 


ecumenical events. 


EPS THIS MONTH will continue to appear the last Thursday of the month. In it 
will be somewhat longer articles from three different continents and at least 
one based on a programme of the World Council of Churches or one of the world 
confessional families. As usual there will be a large number of brief items 


on churches around the world, a news round-up and photos of the month. 


Finally a third mailing is planned. It may take the form of a news release, 
a background paper (documentation) on a current conflict, a recent development 


or trend in the ecumenical movement, a human interest story or profile of a 


leading personality. 


The service will continue to be published in French, German and English at the 


price of Sfr. 24 per year (£2.40/DM 21/$7.50). Air mail postage is additional. 
EPS 
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SODEPAX SEEKS ADVICE 

OF HUMAN RIGHTS SPECIALISTS 

Geneva (EPS) - Leading experts on human rights are meeting here this week with 
the staff of SODEPAX, the joint World Council of Churches and Roman Catholic 
Church Committee on Society, Development and Peace. The purpose of the consul- 
tation, arranged by Dr. Kinhide Mushakoji, assistant secretary for the SODEPAX 
peace programme, is to identify and examine various human rights and indicate 


the various strategies available for their protection. 


Among those attending are Mr. Jean Pictet, vice-president of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, Mr. Martin Ennals, secretary general of Amnesty 

International, and Mr. Niall MacDermot, secretary general of the International 
Commission of Jurists. Also involved are theologians, lawyers and relief spe- 


cialists. 


Included on the agenda for discussion are political prisoners, the use of tor- 
ture, conscientious objection, civil disobedience, man-made disasters and relief 
action and international control for human rights enforcement in crisis situa- 


tions. 


Also in Geneva the president of the Lutheran World Federation, Dr. Mikko Juva, 
urged member churches to speak out and act against injustice and seek ways to 
ally themselves with and assist oppressed people in other lands, He issued a 


statement in connection with Human Rights Day (December 10). 


"We must be honest and admit that as a global Christian community we are not 
responding to these appeals (of oppressed people) with the energy which the 
present time demands", said Dr. Juva. "Still we sense a deepening involvement 
in movements to establish basic human rights for all men". He cited the 'cour- 
ageous human rights statements of two Lutheran churches in South-West Africa" 


and the encouragement of their action by leaders of all 13 Lutheran churches 


throughout southern Africa. 


Dr. Juva urged all LWF member churches and their members "in their own situa- 
tions and in concert with other Christians and men of honest concern, to move 
vitally towards realistic recognition that, as the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights states, ‘the inherent dignity and...the equal and inalienable 


rights of all members of the human family are the foundation of freedom, jus— 


. ° tt 
tice and peace in the world’ . EPS 
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PROPOSALS MADE FOR SPEEDING 

CANADIAN CHURCH UNION 

Windsor, Ont. (EPS) - More attention should be paid to creating a climate en- 
couraging church union, rather than focusing all attention on a plan of union. 
This was the recommendation of the Commission on the Church in the World to 


the ninth meeting of the General Commission on Church Union in Canada. 


Anglican and United Church of Canada leaders have been discussing union since 
1944. The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) joined the talks recently. 
Twenty delegates each from Anglican and United Churches and four Disciples 
attended the recent five-day conference. Youth consultants and observers from 


other churches were present. 


"The preparation and study of a document is not adequate in itself and may, at 
some points, hinder growth", said the Church in the World Commission. "We look 
for other ways to create the environment out of which unity can grow and in 


which documents can be tested". 


The General Commission on Church Union voted to continue efforts towards organic 
union and also recommended that the churches recognize one another's ministries 
and authorize inter-communion. The Anglican National Executive Committee had 
called for exploration of possible sacramental communion on the basis of a com- 
mon statement of faith and agreement on the "ministry of the Eucharist’... This 
would mean that ministers of any of the three denominations could celebrate 
communion in any congregation. Both Archbishop E.W. Scott, Anglican primate, 
and the Rev. A.B. Moore, United Church moderator, had welcomed the suggestion. 


EPS 


7TH DAY ADVENTIST/WCC 
DIALOGUE IN 7TH YEAR 


Geneva (EPS) - A group of 12 theologians and educators from the Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventist Church in different European countries met here during the last week of 
November with 10 representatives of member churches of the World Council of 
Churches convened by the Secretariat on Faith and Order. The consultation on 
"The Social Responsibility of the Church" was a continuation of unofficial con- 
versations. Earlier meetings held annually since 1965 had discussed apocalyptic 
prophecy, authority and interpretation of the Bible. At the recent consultation 
papers were read by Dr. Herbert Douglas, Washington, D.C., and Dr. Bert B. Beach, 
England, representing the Seventh-Day Adventist side and by Prof. Gyula Nagy, 
Hungary, representing the churches in the World Council. An agreed summary of 


the discussions will be published soon. EPS 
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ANGLO/RHODESIAN PACT QUESTIONED 

BY BCC DOCUMENT, DR. RAMSEY 

London (EPS) - Several questions concerning the proposed Anglo/Rhodesian agree- 
ment are raised in the detailed analysis prepared and issued this week by the 
Department of International Affairs of the British Council of Churches and the 


Conference of British Missionary Societies. 


"Political rights will depend upon education and actual jobs", notes the BCC 
analysis. “Has the white community the will to make these job opportunities 


available? 


"Why does the agreement focus on ‘parity’ several decades away when the first 


of the five principles is ‘unimpeded progress to majority rule'? 


"Can the British Government honourably grant full independence while half the 


land is for the use of 240,000 Europeans and half for 5 million Africans?" 


In addition to these questions, the BCC document stated several conclusions. 
One says: "An underlying presupposition of the agreement is that political 
power will remain effectively in European hands for at least a generation. The 
achievement of majority rule is so uncertain that it cannot be clearly stated 
when it will be reached". And in another place, "...most Rhodesians now living 


will never see majority rule". 


Responding to those who said the alternative to the Smith/Douglas~Home agree- 
ment would be a descent into a truly apartheid society, the BCC states: "From 
the African point of view the differences in conditions of life in Rhodesia and 


South Africa are marginal". 


Finally it quotes a September statement by the Rhodesian Council of Churches 
that "we would prefer no settlement to an unjust one" that sacrifices human dig- 
nity and rights. This leads the BCC to suggest that it might be preferable to 


wait for a more just solution "which could well be obtainable in a few years". 


Meanwhile in the House of Lords the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, 
expressed uneasiness about the promise to consult Rhodesians, saying there seemed 


no prospect that the nationalist African parties and their detained leaders 
would be consulted. 
"Those parties have their violent extremists, as most African nationalist parties 


have had", he said, "but they and their leaders cannot be bypassed". He was also 


"a bit suspicious" about the "unimpeded" progress towards majority rule due to 


Mr. Smith's policy of encouraging white immigration. EPS 
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CONSULTATION OF MIGRANTS 

PLANNED FOR APRIL '72 

Geneva (EPS) - A consultation planned by migrants for migrants has been announced 
for April 15-16, 1972 in Geneva. It will seek to answer the question "How can 


we organize ourselves to achieve our rights?" 


A small preparatory committee, which met here December 11 to make programme sug- 
gestions, includes five migrant workers from the Magreb (North Africa), Portugal, 
Spain, Italy and Greece. Now the suggestions go to five regional working groups 


for consideration. 


Participating in the April meeting will be 50 migrant workers from the United 
Kingdom, Sweden, the Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, France and Switzerland. 


They will be selected on an indivudual rather than a representational basis. 


In recent years the Churches Committee on Migrant Workers in Western Europe, 
based in the Ecumenical Centre here, recognized the need for migrants to organize 
themselves in order to achieve their rights. At the committee's meeting last 
year at St. Polten, Austria it was agreed that what was needed was not a new con- 
ference on migration but a genuine encounter of migrants of different backgrounds 
working in Western Europe. 


EPS 


GREEK ORTHODOX LEADER FOR GERMANY 

KILLED IN AUTO ACCIDENT 

Bonn (EPS) - Metropolitan Iakovos (formerly Bishop James of Philadelphia), head 
of the Greek Orthodox Church in Germany, was killed in an automobile crash on 


December 3. His age was 51. 


One of the youngest persons to serve on the Executive Committee of the World 
Council of Churches, he was elected to both the Central and Executive Committees 
at the Evanston Assembly in 1954. Born on the Island of Euboea, he made a bril- 
liant record at the Orthodox Theological School in Halki, Turkey, and was a 
leading proponent of ecumenism in the Ecumenical Patriarchate until expelled 

from Turkey and deprived of his citizenship in 1964 during the tension over Cy- 
prus. Following study in the USA he was Locum Tenens of the Greek Orthodox Arch- 
diocese of Australia and New Zealand until transferred to Bonn two years ago. He 
was vice-chairman of the Churches’ Committee on Migrant Workers in Western Europe. 
The funeral in the Miinster Church here on December 7 was attended by Metropolitan 
Meletios of France, the Metropolitans of Belgium and Thyateira, Metropolitan 
Emilianos of Calabria, Mr. Christopher King on behalf of the World Council of 


Churches and representatives of EKD and the Roman Catholic Church. EPS 
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GERMAN CHURCHES TO GIVE AID 
TO CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE IN S.A. 


Johannesburg (EPS) - The Evangelical Church in Germany through its Church Fund 
for Development Service has agreed to supply considerable financial resources: to 
the Christian Institute in South Africa. 


The Institute has been given notice to vacate its present offices in De Koorte 
Street by February 1972. As a result, the Rev. Beyers Naudé, its director, 
indicated on a recent visit to Germany that it would be necessary to proceed 
with the long-planned building of an ecumenical centre here. 


Complaints had been made that non-white visitors to the Christian Institute used 
toilet facilities that the landlord wished to reserve exclusively for whites. 
This was thought to be one reason for the eviction. EPS 


RELIGIOUS LEADERS JOIN DURBAN 
PROTEST ON DETENTION LAW 


Durban (EPS) - Anglicans, Roman Catholics and Jews are participating in a series 
of public demonstrations against South Africa's law permitting detention of 
suspects without trial. 


Organized by a new Citizens' Action Group, the first demonstration in downtown 
Durban drew Roman Catholic Archbishop Denis Hurley, Anglican Suffragan Bishop 
K.B. Hallowes of Natal, Rabbi Abner Weiss and the Rev. Harold Lawrence, Anglican 
archdeacon. They were joined by author Alan Paton, representatives of the Quaker 
and Muslim communities, nuns, students, business and professional people. 


Meanwhile in Pretoria it was announced that the appeal of Anglican Dean Gonville 
f£french-Beytagh of Johannesburg will be heard in Bloemfontain beginning February 
21. The dean was sentenced to five years in prison following his conviction on 
charges of inciting to violence and channelling money to banned persons and 
organizations (EPS No. 29). He appealed the case. EPS 


FIRST ECUMENICAL NEW TESTAMENT IN GERMAN 


Ziirich (EPS) - A translation of the New Testament into modern German has been 
published jointly by all Protestant and Roman Catholic Bible societies in 
German-speaking countries and will appear on the bookstalls before Christmas. 
The translation, entitled The Good News (Das gute Nachricht), is the first ecu- 
menical New Testament in the German tongue. Although Protestant and Catholic 
scholars worked together on the project from the beginning, no doctrinal dif- 
ficulties developed. 


Editors of the new translation were the Rev. Rudolf Kassurlke, United Bible 
Society, Dr. Helmut Haug, Wurttembergische Bibelanstalt, and Father Anton Steiner, 
Steiner, Catholic Bible Agency in Stuttgart. EPS 
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TON DURE 
OF NEWS ITEMS ISSUED IN ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 
JULY - DECEMBER, 1971 


In order to enable readers to locate EPS stories more easily the index 
provides a cross-reference in two categories. 


These are: I - geographical and organizational 
II - substance 


The sub-divisions of each category are arranged alphabetically and stories 
are listed in chronological order according to the number of the issue in 
which each appeared. In some instances stories are listed under more than 


one of the sub-divisions of each category. ''Periscope" items are not listed. 
The Roman numerals correspond to the issues of THIS MONTH as follows: 

July VI 

August VII 

September VIIT 

October IX 

November Xx 

December XI 


CATEGORY I: GEOGRAPHICAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL 


Continents and Regions 

Countries 

Ecumenical, International and Regional Christian Bodies 
Ecumenical Patriarchate 

Roman Catholic Church 

World Confessional Bodies 

World Council of Churches 


CATEGORY II: SUBSTANCE 


Assemblies and Rallies 

Brotherhoods and Communities 

Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes 
Church-State Relations 

Church Union Negotiations 

Communication 

Confessional, Denominational and Organizational Life and Structure 
Conscientious Objectors and Military Exemption 
Development 

Education (general, Christian) 

Ethics (personal, professional, social) 
Evangelism 

Family Life 

Festivals and Anniversaries 

General (Photo Oikoumene) 

Health and Healing 

Human Rights 

Inter-Church Aid (see also Refugees and Relief) 
Inter-Confessional Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 
Inter-Faith Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 
International Affairs, War and Peace 
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Leisure Activity 
Literature and Publications 
Migrants 

Ministry 

Mission 

Mixed Marriage 

Orthodox Churches 

Other Living Faiths (see also Inter-Faith Relations) 
Personal Liberty, Morality 
Personalities 

Race Relations 

Refugees and Relief 
Religious Liberty 

Renewal 

Sacraments 

Science and Technology 
Social, Political and Legal Problems and Christian Action 
Social Service 

Spiritual Life 

Theology 

Violence and Nonviolence 
Women 

Youth and Students 


KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 


AACC--All Africa Conference of Churches 

BCC--British Council of Churches 

CCIA--Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 
CCPD--Commission on the Churches’ Participation in Development 
CICARWS--Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
CPC--Christian Peace Conference 

CWME--Commission on World Mission and Evangelism 

EACC--East Asia Christian Conference 

ICYE--International Christian Youth Exchange 

LWF--Lutheran World Federation 

SODEPAX--Committee on Society, Development and Peace 
WARC--World Alliance of Reformed Churches 

WCC--World Council of Churches 

WCCE--World Council of Christian Education 

YMCA--Young Men's Christian Association 

YWCA--Young Women's Christian Association 
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CATEGORY I: Geographical and Organizational 


Continents and Regions 


AFRICA 
Use local expertise, say African experts 
New mandate for SODEPAX puts stress on Africa. pore rashes 
African women covet active role in political, church life. 
African urban industrial mission leaders meet. Awe 
West African women discuss politics, projects, planning. 
AACC starts programme to fight racism, tribalism . 
Africa's forgotten people. ws « + + s+ # e et 8 8 
Evangelical Literature Centre marks UNESCO book year . 


ASIA 
EACC representative reports food needs in East Pakistan. 
EACC committee votes to aid East Pakistan, change name . 


CARIBBEAN AREA 
Caribbean conference sketches churches' role in change . 
Mewes FOUDG—UP.. 60% +. 1/5 8 ep een se tt 8 
WCC assists disaster planning in St. Vincent. . 


EUROPE 
European evangelism congress stimulates national campaigns . 
Lutheran, Reformed delegates work at European concordat. 
Common Market debate enters the pulpit. ...+-+-+-:+- 
Industrial chaplains watch Common Market developments. 
Unity in faith affirmed by European Orthodox youth . oa a ee Prac 
Closer relations with European Catholic body set by CEC officers 
Europe inter-church aid consultation set for 1972. ... - 
European churches study Northern lretand’. =". 3 2 se 
Consultation of migrants planned for April Ay aa 


LATIN AMERICA 


Hope for Latin American unity expressed by WCC general secretary .- 


Latin America, development, relief dominate ecumenical news. 


Latin American Lutherans meet in Argentina. .++++->s 
Vote for integration...boost to educataons ayessotvece Se * 
Latin American Lutherans break fresh ground. . +++ +++» 


MIDDLE EAST 


Near East churches seek ecumenical basis for religious education . 


PACIFIC OCEAN AREA 


heemettrn cuayer oe sn). «ieee ese see ee 
SCANDINAVIA 

State churches: Scandinavian Chaneesipa as aoe es SY 
Countries 
ANGOLA 


Angola, women's lib are foci of WCC institution studies. . . 


WCC aided three Angolan groups to avoid politics, Blake says . 
Wc receives thanks for UNITA grantor. wee ee ee ef 


ARGENTINA 
Argentine Methodists hit actions of military regime. --+-+- 
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BELGIUM Lf 
Mutual recognition of Riabaien signed re Belgians. er ee a ea) a oe 


CANADA 
Proposals made for speeding Canadian church union... +. +++ + ses 


CEYLON 
United church for Ceylon due in one year™ fi time ‘eifi-aha! Steolsal Aiaoienl atten 


CHINA 
Church leaders applaud Nixon's China visit... 6 4 6 6 eee ee ww 
NCC consultant visits China with second student group... -+ + + « «+s 


CONGO - 

Congo Presbyterian Church up for wcc membership errr Sere rae 
ETHIOPIA 

Ethiopian health needs prompt church-government . cooperation ec ambi 
FRANCE 


Two new organizations carry on work of Paris mission society. ....- 
French Protestant magazine to cease . » «+ + + + + e+ © + © © © we 


GERMANY 

Draft exemption for seminarians questioned. . . - + + + + e+ eee es 

East German Church Federation approves aid to racially oppressed. . . . 
German church makes grant to Christian Institute. .-.+.+++++--s 

Scholarships given Third Worlders . «ere + 6 + + ee te eee te es 
German churchman urges more development aid Sh CE Oe HE a LB 
German mission workers denied visas . +++. +s -s si ks biee ds. melee pee 
German mission conference hears danger of neutrality. ...+-+++-+:-s 
East German Christians give $418,000 to liberation. ScOUnSib<. «ss 2s 
Statement on pulpit/altar fellowship welcomed ... e+ » se se #2 «2 
Reconciliation is two-way process, EKD president says BE a er ery er 
German conservatives form conference. ...++-++++esee ee ee 

German relief agency steps up refugee aid . . . «+ + + © e+ © © © ee we 
Educational reform is topic of German church synod. . . + + es sie 2 es 
Christians believe East German Government restricts education... .. 
Berlin Synod hits prejudice against foreign workers... +. + + s+ +s 
Funds given for WCC nonviolence study . . . + + + ee e's sie ee tes 
Regional ecumenical commission for North Germany. . . + + + ++ + s+ + 
Greek Orthodox leader for Germany killed in auto accident ......-s 


German churches to. give aid,to Christian Institute in S.A... +++ +e 


GREECE 


Orthodox mission study centre opens in Athens ..... + rap Sis te eet ager 


HONG KONG 
Anglican Church to ordain two women «4 «++ + 2 #2 + 2 © © se © ee 


INDIA 
WCC sets India/Pakistan appeal at $4 million. . . «. . 2. + + © © + #% 
Fewer missionaries needed in India. .. «+s +s sae = = © © wu 
Church and secular agencies operate joint relief flight ....-+-+--. 


Churches work among Pakistan refugees... - e+e eee ee een ee 


Floods hamper work with Pakistan refugees . . «+ + + PME eyes! aoe cde: 
WCC cables first response to Orissa cyclone ....-.+-+-++e+-eee-e 
German relief agency steps up refugee aid. . . .. +2. + +e ee ee ee 
CCIA cables Pakistan, Indian leaders.” . 3. wo. So. we 
HEKS provides jobs for India's handicapped. . . . . + + + + + ee ees 


wcc sends further $850,000 for refugee work in India. ......-.+.- 
WCC aesistance to refugees tops $7 million. ..<...«.«e«ee 


LSP 
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AA 1 


«20 
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INDONESIA 

Next World Council assembly set for Indonesia in 1975... +. ++ +++ + 24 

New Minister of Religion speaks to Indonesian Council of Churches. . . . 30 
IRAN 

Iran's churches light 2,500 candles... - + eee ee ee ee ee eo + VEL 
IRELAND 

Relief, fori Northernkved and aie. -.feadee bled hee, folpa ca) eye soe WiaS ALAS 

Irish Presbyterians oppose lawlessness . - + + + + + © © © © ee ee ee 24 

WARC delegation to visit Irish Presbyterian Church .... .- 25 

European churches study Northern Ireland; British council ans Laaedng 

SALEE eon, oo SPs Vd EPA. Mal. Gwtbaes “mes eV iefoale oh eee B2 

ISRAEL 

Jerusalem wants proposal on holy places, Mayor says. - +++ ++ +++ > 19 
ITALY 

Italian Protestants suggest bishops’ conferences join WCC. .....-.-. 18 

What ever happened to Agape? <.'s au oes ce fee 8 6 we 8 ee 8 VIII 

BERR amore 6 hee ee en ene ee er Oe ae ee egies hee ee ve cin ee 
JAPAN 

Japanese church sends fraternal worker to Sy ye Poe hpi py ae 

Humanizing industrial relations. ....-- . Reis 6s es 

Kyodan leader to consult district chiefs on nions far assembly’. . aia slZ2 

Church's role in Japanese new towns. . . + + © © ee ee © ee ee ees 25 
KENYA 

Opposition to hanging voiced by Kenyan PROPEHTICaUGTHe 6 8 (ee te os ee el 

Bone eA eEROROSSOCU rs. in, ec er tae te ee te is se sea ess tes X 
LAOS : 

Happy people ‘gripped by tragedy. ©. ~. 7+ >=" < lee) se ys 2 ee 8 as i is X 
MADAGASCAR 

Madagascar: the wrath of the brambles . + + + + + + 8 + ss ee es VIII 
MOZAMBIQUE 

Action of White Fathers commended to Protestants . . +. +++ + + +s sss 26 
NETHERLANDS 

Stop aid to Pakistan government, Dutch Christians say. .....-+ «+. 28 

Anti-racism fund receives gifts from Netherlands . «+ + + + + + + ++ + 31 
NEW GUINEA 

Churches respond to New Guinea TAU AKER Os eng a Se Pe 4 se ee ZL 
NEW ZEALAND 

Ordination of women for New Zealand?) .e rigs l> per ere) eee tm tom es 20 

Welcome ta Bolynesiaiibuse a>itth miethne erie gyrate “ot wreisnailsupe XI 
NIGERIA 

WCC's largest relief/rehabilitation programme ever draws to a civse. 2). Oo 
NORWAY 

Political action of Norwegian seminarians causes comment .......+- 23 


Norway's bishops want action on human rights violations. .......- .- 32 
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PAKISTAN 
WCC sets India/Pakistan appeal -at.$4 million. 2 ww. ee ee ee 

' EACC representative reports food needs in East Pakistaniwe. lo maaan ‘walls 
Pakistan, human rights engage CCIA Executive... +--+ +++ ++ +++ +19 
World Council team report on Dacca ViSit «. + + se, 0 2) 6 P oper 6 
Massive UN famine relief programme for East Pakistan asked in wrt Sse 
Churches work among Pakistan refugees. . . 6 2 2 © © © © © © © © oe 2 22 
EACC. committee votes. to aid Bont Pakistan,.-change mame 0 5 ne 6 er 2 23 
Visible unity, mission, women's role pressed in world meetings... . VIII 
Floods. hamper work with Pakistan refugees. Heit, Ris J. ndidegsl ab DaAeS 
WCC releases’ toney ‘for medical work in East Pict état 6. BSTOTINS HeAGoOIs ZS 
Prayer, sacrifice asked for Pakistani refugees . » . + + + «+s wsuioe, 27 
Stop aid to Pakistan government, Dutch Christians say... + +++ +++ 28 
,CCIA cables Pakistan, Indian leaders oo mw ee 9 gets teetiet ute ate? wit J ote at 31 


POLAND 
World Council of Churches accepts invitation to Poland chia ananlen ted Rinaake 
Polish Protestants regain churches = avhe eee bid tite tiene el ene ad 18 


Reconciliation is two-way process, EKD president ie. Palatine key ta Seer eR Mes: 
WCC delexation in Poland. . cw sis (Gal a oe) 9) eo ne eh mee pena eens 


PORTUGAL ’ bade cae i 
Portuguese church council inaugurated. .... ++. deathcataikh si Oe 
RHODESIA . sae are Sy bes ict 
bhoddaisvs charge police pay PRE AS informersien oAsisghd OL si the a slots 22 
South African leader opposes visit by WCC delegation ....++-+-+-e-s 25 
WCC gathering reactions to Ang lo~Rhodesian PACE oi veo) ns ee att etn hom tins Pape 
Former Rhodesian leader Aska FLEE VURACURE LEME tat fei 1c! es co an, oh taped xe steam wh ohn 
BCC officers voice concern on test of acceptability. ........-. . 32 
Anglo/Rhodesian pact questioned by BCC document, Dr. Ramsey... ++. - 33 


SOUTH AFRICA 
South African consultation postponed . ... 2 2 6 «© «© © «© «© © « wind wee ME 
iPr. Blake's statement. - « «aw » ool mom, wrt, op aete odd . pfanea see 
Correspondence . . so 0% 08 ht ii as a ek ns ee VI 
A postscript arora . a silee Bai Ne a ak Cae nO el al a 
Churchmen protest nae ‘arrest a South Ta priest Pasir seer enn xiakal 
Apartheid likened to Nazism by South African Cour chime nh (and Lutheran 
churchmen's -letter)ii*. wrietizizsp dajoh . Jian yng mateckat. oF Dis 40020 
‘South-West African Luther aris meet Prime Hi ede Nondter binyl. ma losa- tall’ 
Life in Johannesburg studied... ‘ cae ete ey aaegne es 
South African leader opposes visit by. wee delegation ere eee ae ae ee nye 
German mission workers denied visas... . 3 ae ein de aes A 
German mission conference hears danger of neutrality sk oe we w « ORI, WD 
Conflict and cooperation in African churthee*, we", api, ngiaow, lp mod Tani hte 
- Pay equalization for clergy «in southern Asries ene Roni od. pd, senale27 
Anglican diocese asks probe of South African torture charges ..... - 28 
_ S.A. Presbyterians stay . an. NOG steam? ot S4EMhT Mato Pot hea" aeouNkT ePhaee eo 
Two LWF executives refused entry to South Africa. .....+.++-+++ + 29 
South African church will bank WCC membership fee. ..... +++ +. + 29 
Christian criticism ofdean"s senténcé ‘mounts eo Poe. ee ee 29 
“ Anglican proposal to aid ‘banned SouthAfricans' gains support). 9. . s..%. 30 
German churches to give aid to Christian Institute in S.A. ...... . 33 
Religious leaders join Durban protest on detention law. ....... - 33 
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SOUTH-WEST AFRICA 
Apartheid likened to Nazism by South African churchmen... . 


South-West African Lutherans meet Prime Minister Vorster ....+-.- 
SUDAN 
Charen Milssion to’ otdan. . «+ phes ariaatat “att tats tot 
SWEDEN 
Swedish parliament approves aid to non-Lutheran churches .... - 
Swedish Ecumenical Council accepts Catholic Church . 
SWITZERLAND | | 
Swiss churches form interseontessional PROUD iets Bee ced! nied eur * adel PE 
No 40-hour week for pastors: . ...+ ++ - GR age 


HEKS provides jobs for India's lee pierre es 


UGANDA - 
Africa's forgotten people... . +. ee + eee 


UNITED KINGDOM 
UK Methodists to raise ethics of South African investments 


‘Church of England provisionally approves ARTUAROEL iat oi. -e Me ia eae oe aus BLE see din 
Better relations with Catholics sought by two UK groups. . 
Common Market debate enters the pulpit .....- oil tine Shas Bakke sd 


Church of England commends. WCC grants for raising race pen Hi 

BCC officers voice concern on test of acceptability... .. be 

European churches study Northern Ireland; British council nt ieeteede 
solution » .s. re Pence isies. +, +, 8 er 

Anglo/Rhodesian ace Pieerioned fe BCC document, Dr. Recor: A eat i 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Two U.S. Presbyterian bodies to continue DNEOM CALS yc eo ele, 8 e 
Vietnam - a° racial war... . . GEN REG 
New York clergy discuss uniting of Epiekopalfeathoiic dieeeses 78,8294 
‘United Church of Christ hits government deception’on Vietnam... 
Japanese church sends fraternal worker to Seattle. . 
Church leaders applaud Nixon's Chin aPvisle ess Oty as SOR res 
Pulpit/altar fellowship urged for U.S. Reformed/Lutherans. . .... 
Cuts in overseas mission personnel predicted by two U.S. churches. 
U.S. group withdraws from peace conference’ .°4 WN 8 4 A ERKREN SS 
Black churchmen in U.S. ask probe of prison deaths... +++ ss > 
New structure proposed for U.S. church COUNSL INGO Y  QLAO HS Ge MT 
“Consultation on Church Union acts on Eucharist, racial justice . 
American Lutheran leaders contradict "Digest". ....-. ~ » sigs 
Western mission efforts under fire at several U.S. ieedinges Lg 0 08 
“U.S. Methodist Mission Board confirms faith in WCC .....-+ «ss 


USSR 

Seminar in Kiev e ° e * ° ° e ° e ° e ° e e e ° e ° Y e e e ° ° e ° e ° 
VIETNAM 

See omlew Ge TACT as WAT eee eee a rl atoms 


United Church of Christ hits government deception on Vietnam... 
Blake joins appeal to end killing in’ Vietnam’ ." .” +" 4. ise -feqciaes 


19 


27 


8 EPS Index/July-December, 1971 


Ecumenical, International and Regional Christian Bodies we HTUO 
Christian councils must be open. to non-members, consultation told... . 17 


Leadership role of national councils stressed by conference... ... . 18 


Portuguese church council imaugurated . . 1. 2 6 ss se © © © © ee oo 1B 
Swiss churches form inter-confessional group. . . » » «.« » «© & «5 4 «© « 18 
‘Repression hinders education, assembly told... . 4... 2. + +e «+ + « 20 
Regional.growth in WSCFeworks is. 60. . 2 ee we eh ee ee ew ee RED 
YMCA Executive meets... . (+eoe ag sbbAege0G¥Ggs Joeman] fraqeiaibowe 20 
WCCE calls for "radical wtayiy: ya educational inte and methods. ... . 21 
Vote for integration...boost to education... ee ae ee a ee VIII 
World YWCA Council etait "Education for Change" bt fe Tes Se a ge en eae 
EACC committee’ votes to aid East Pakistan, change name. .......-. . 23 
U.S. group withdraws from peace conference. .....+. -s oe ee ae Nee eee 
ICYE includes world issues in young people's agenda .......... . 24 
New structure proposed for U.S. church council. . . . . 2 «© © © © «© © we 25 
Conflict and cooperation in African churches. . . 2 «6 « + © 6 6 © © s « IX 
New C.P.C. leadership chosen at 4th assembly. . . . 1. 6 s «© © ws ais « os geal 
Moderate optimism over WSCF's future expressed by director. ...... . 29 
AACC starts progr pam to Plone Taciem. CeLUeleeel.: «oc kk ap ane eee eee 
Welcome to Polynesia: . . o7 8 a ck 8 tlk © eRe Re ee eee 
WCC gathering reactions to Yngilé /Roaeet ah BRAY sone ecm At a ie a 
Closer relations with European Catholic’ body set by CEC ett ches: Mertmeryes af 2! 
Europe inter-church aid consultation Lang 3 Same 6 > ogee eth a ticggs cae ay Meret INE 
BCC officers voice concern on test of acceptability ... Ree Krak 
European churches study Northern Ireland; British council yack” lasting 


Boturibg.: «8 eT ee ee ee ee ee ee ae wi) a) a ae cae 


Ecumenical Patriarchate 
Closing of Orthodox seminary denied .°. «0. 6 se ee ses @ 6 © © se «© OL 


Roman Catholic Church 
Setbacks and progress... +. + : : to Jimny -eayuserbevatela NaeY-<wall¥l 
New York clergy discuss uniting of Episcopal/Catholic dioceseSer«(% sas) «18 
Italian Protestants suggest bishops' conferences join WCC ....... . 18 
New mandate for SODEPAX puts stress.on Africa ... . 1 2 ss se ee ee 19 
Roman Catholics and Christian councils. ..\..4+.. a ’ eedla\sia ‘VII 
Belgian cardinal addresses opening of Faith and Order ee ee pt tnd: agadel 
Answer to prayer: ... ; » £20096) 999 2o5b4e ATE aeEthae be Eeese oO re22 
Rome's view of Upc arse ten unseat bin Worms request on Luther - Appel. . . 24 
Anglican/Roman Catholic commission gets agreement on the Eucharist. . . . 24 
Nature of Christ discussed by Oriental Orthodox/Catholics . ...... « 24 
Corrections, ein ey 40! eben -e¥ebeal -anredeud: Kant semhs 
Action of White endl! ebcttas to Protestants); 2316736 -celuaio rvesenweo 
Theologians support Kiting. 9% «! .j's,4) ese} . heat. mo reath sarbadyeM seeue® 
Peace programme, Vienna follow-up planes ne women's ¢foup.s « « « “% «med 
Caribbean conference sketches churches' role in change. ......-.. - 30 
Swedish Ecumenical Council’ atcépts*Catholit Churtht » Yoho os Yo. e es Ol 
Closer relations with European Catholic body set by CEC officers. ... . 3l 
Dialogue, on work, of Holy; Spirit planned),., ss » » apu Favoba-m mete eV o4 
SODEPAX seeks advice’of human rights specialists. . . . 2.» + «++ + + « 33 


World Confessional Bodies 
Orthodox ready for talks with. Old_ Catholics, (stelicena. on nt 6 os = Gand 
Latin American Lutherans meet. in: Argentifia, « isc0. «a, © etalee iba yh ie sole 
Four-year evangelism emphasis voted by world Methodist meet ...... . 22 
WARC executive body applauds talks on two fronts, « .'. . « ss « 5 s « = me 
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Rome's view of Reformation underlies Worms request on Luther - Appel . . 24 


Anglican/Roman Catholic commission gets agreement on the Eucharist. ... .\24 
WARC delegation to visit Irish Presbyterian Church... + + +e + ee + 25 
Lutheran, Reformed delegates work at European concordatia+ sthube ee voseoe- 
Latin American Lutherans break fresh ground. .-~- +++ +e 5 2 eee IX 
The Leuenberg Concord. ... + 2 idat eee, Sonat nnip ts tn w eee eo 
Two LWF executives refused pee ate to south neue en Sere iis F nen ere? 
Confessional families discuss plans for next WCC Peri ii, cueh tba avMei, Ge nat 
Mixed marriage commission holds first MOCTINGITh Glsharess Sreqeas wea kae a1 


World Council of Churches 


Goiith WWerican cousultation postponed © % % %%.. ses 6 oe oe 8 Oe 8 ws VI 
ie alcat otict atenient... bald eae eee 8 Fe ke eg a sf ss VI 
Eee HES gL Se kg AR IE OIE LUMO CSAC Ca CAC ah ce ga VI 
A postscript... . : ° Pe pe oth et eae 
Study on genetics and Chis oven Be ne oc ey remesehd SP galerie, lek al dear ashe 
Violence/nonviolence programme outlined. ....-. - cg hoy Each 8) 
Christian councils must be open to non-members, Rea beneie ‘ath Aeticgarn/2 Ms 
CICARWS project askings total over RO ete Te LEO “6 cee) es ste ee 8 #8 def: 
WCC sets India/Pakistan BpPOG etary EI ELOY Ae oben cs esterases) > * 17 
Angola, women's lib are foci of WCC institution studies. ....-.-..-s 18 
Use local expertise, say African experts... .- Piet eer 2 ak, Ae LG 
World Council of Churches accepts invitation to ipdiand eedeats te Mid tes Ete S 
Art, music to illumine Faith and Order theme ....- - Aah Ae A ra aad 8 
Italian Protestants suggest bishops’ conferences join WCC. ko gli eaten eigeor ag RS 
Pakistan, human rights engage CCIA Executive... A eur ap chard i eee tan age: 
Dr. Coe designated director of Theological pauedesod ind. Nik are 
New mandate for SODEPAX puts stress on REC. ceo are, ea vn Feet. 
Justice comes first in church development work, says CCPD. Re ee Cer Ne 
Hope for Latin American unity expressed by WCC general secretary... - 20 
World Council team report on Dacca TE ae et ee lees ete seu 
Roman Catholics and Christian COUNCE LS: aa os 4 oy peas seh ae sw NEE 
Latin America, development, relief dominate stat Fe MCW ee eee hy NLL 
Belgian cardinal addresses opening of Faith and Order Commission... . 21 
New statement of faith for today asked by Faith and Order director... 21 
WCCE calls for “radical change" in educational goals and methods (250°. 72°21 
African women covet active role in political, CMiecir bate ca et eee Me 21 
pe rereniparca ven TMi TdcWOr LOCl Sa Sees er ae rie tee go age 
Beyond beer bottles and Ole ges, Ag Sea agae ; "Fla: F oh lt lid tag ae VIII 
Visible unity, mission, women's role E favdea in agdbid nidetined TO AG ene LL 
World Council makes further grants to ntivaeracreme mete DAE eu \Op FD ea ee2 5 
Christian family life groups agree to mutual exchange. . - ++ +++ +s 23 
Next World Council assembly set for THUONESL aA IN Lois ee ee ee ete Ss 24 
Executive Committee acts on human Picues,) Cuvrroomente.. ete ese es 24 
New staff appointments approved by WCC MeCCULEVE™ Te sce se es eee ee 24 


South African leader opposes visit by WCC delegation... ¢ ARO LA DUty 2S 
WCC aided three Angolan groups to Bvyord Ppolicics, Blake says. "ss *+ 25 
WCC releases money for medical work in East Pakistan... , OP AROEG E25 
Jewish-Christian relations seen in biblical perspective by WCC group ©. ~'.'25 
WeeebaecutivesCommls GCE? TOY SOT ae at erapes IX 
Negereeed calPaLth atid "Order mLandscap eee te ee ee a IX 
CWME assembly switched to Bangkok, SRCUSHEGL TS is ok ee we vee 26 
Congo Presbyterian Church up for WCC membGVSNID «Wal ems ees chs tf B52 26 
Action of White Fathers commended to Perotedt spb suecla- nesters 2.2 ss 26 
Timely texts on salvation to aid pre-assembly study. - ++ +++-+ "7° 26 
Pressure on church hospitals to join national plans grows. - ++ +++ > 26 
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Church* mission’ to’Sudan 7S"R*4 4% + SO Et (eRe fe LEO LS ae wee a 
WCC receives thanks for UNITA 928 t CFG QORS CINMIQ? 74) GU LB) EU MIS PA 
Tribute paid to evangelism secretary. 1. 1 se 1 eee ee ee ee 
Bossey graduate school enrolls 40 StadentsioY FVABRoLg POIQIAA , sBTSH 
Potter reassesses mission on CWME's 50th birthday . . 1... 5. 2. ee 
Prayer, sacrifice asked for Pakistani refugees. » . . . + se se es 
American Lutheran leaders contradict "Digest" . . 1... 2 ee eee ee 
Blake joins appeal to end killing in Vietnam... . 2. ee ee ee ee 
Regular support needed by liberation movements. . ss. +s 1 ss es 
Western mission efforts under fire at several U.S. meetings . ... .- 
S.A. Presbyterians stay in WCC. » oo. » jenn. simu ot, Pacta Puands ‘eas is TA “AS 
UN Day gives impetus to combat racism . « + » + «© + ee 4 +e © © owe 
New ecumenical hymnbook due in 1973 .... . ‘ Per ie 
Three forces dictated change in ecumenical FeO sy ate © cps bie ae 
Education goes regional ou wopiel leh ie prertmctie tinesh ty Berit) Site tout dota teed | of 
News, round-up . . «.% «.s. i EE ry i ORS PRN ee 
CCIA alerts commissioners to “UN! Ss te PEELS fy kT i el rr ae ae ae 
WCC cables first response to Orissa cyclone .« ». + « + © «© + + © «© # # » 
Peace programme, Vienna follow-up planned by womens OF OU. cece ow ue oes 
Waldo Galland of CWME: «staff. dteSe....0) Sel See Bed ‘ete SE “on Meet * te 
South African church will bank WCC membership LE OLRM CE RE 
Christian criticism of dean's sentence mounts... oe ie gam eee 


Obligation to work for justice stressed by CICARWS veg aie bn abRut a 
Ecumenical spirit pervades installation of Coptic Patriarch ...... 
Church of England commends WCC grants for raising race problem. 

U.S. Methodist Mission Board confirms faith in WCC. 

Caribbean conference sketches churches' role in change...,.. - ar 
New Minister of Religion speaks to Indonesian Council of tieirchae 


Educational reform is topic of German church synod. 
Welcome to Polynesta: . . » » \s .».sg paler tie atelS pin Newinsine’ piaate “Etaoin “Ee 
News round-up .... . ey aE aa a eR se 


WCC gathering reactions to “aa Ne eaten Wr, sere eh erie Re Ge 
CCIA cables. Pakistan,. Indian léade Ks o . ate te ot at teem ee fe 8 en ertbe- Pip 
WCC delegation jin, Boland. 0: at a & pan dno oabine ateet pean? Bin “eeiente faa % 
Anti-racism fund receives gifts from Netherlands. . . » «++ + «+ + se « 
WCC sends further $850,000 for refugee work in India. .......+-4-. 
Europe inter-church aid consultation set for 1972... . + + + eens 
WCC scholarship programme says financial support lags ...... ie ti 
Confessional families discuss plans for next WCC assembly ....-+.- 
Christian/Muslim dialogue planned for middle of '72......+-+4.- 

WCC assistance to refugees tops $7 million. . 2. 2 6 « me 6 em 2 ww 
WCC assists disaster mlanning an St. .Vin@enh. vrei cue: fiatesa Rian @ 
Norway's bishops want action on human rights violations .......- 
Funds given for WCC nonviolence study . « « + e+ © e+. © © © © es Hee 
Evangelical Literature Centre marks UNESCO book year. . «+ + + + sss 
A Christmas Message by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake. «. . +» 2+ + + + # e+ sa + 
Ethiopian health needs prompt church-government cooperation ..... + 
WCC's largest relief/rehabilitation programme ever draws to a close. . 
New Ecumenical Press Service for L972 4 «peau ae Ge ee ee aes 
SODEPAX seeks advice of human rights specialists. . wee eee Pei 
7th Day Adventist/WCC dialogue in .7th.yeare.. 9 2.6 se mie eee 0 0 
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CATEGORY II: Substance 


Assemblies and Rallies 
Repression hinders education, assembly told. .-++++-+ +e 5 
WCCE calls for "radical change" in educational goals and methods. 
Vote for integration...boost to education . ee cere se 
Kyodan leader to consult district chiefs on plans for assembly. 
Next World Council assembly set for Indonesia in 1975 


CWME assembly switched to Bangkok, focus set. 


Brotherhoods and Communities 
What ever happened to Agape?. . +++ ++ sees 


Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes 
Christian councils must be open to non-members, consultation told . 
Third World churches have aided ecumenical movement - Potter. 
Leadership role of national councils stressed by conference . 
Art, music to illumine Faith and Order theme. A Fe ee wy 
Hope for Latin American unity expressed by WCC general secretary. 
Pamaa Catholics and Christian councils, 294: 9 2 yg a.: WORT 
Belgian cardinal addresses opening of Faith and Order Commission. 
New statement of faith for today asked by Faith and Order director. 
Pulpit/altar fellowship urged for U.S. Reformed/Lutherans ... -; 
Visible unity, mission, women's role pressed in world meetings. 
Four-year evangelism emphasis voted by world Methodist meet . 
eeerecOerrryer! Se a Se ee le ee ee 
Better relations with Catholics sought by two U.K. groups ..- - 
Nature of Christ discussed by Oriental Orthodox/Catholics 


Lutheran, Reformed delegates work at European concordat . . +s: -s 
New structure proposed for U.S. church council. 

PoPreCETOnes CS Gs wee ee eg tout ee BROW POON MS CT RITS * 
New trees on Faith and Order landscape. 

Nevemeoundcup ms 6-2 5. Oe as 8 "RES Ot aS 

Statement on pulpit/altar fellowship welcomed . - + ++ ++ * > 


Three forces dictated change in ecumenical movement-~—Blake. 
Anglican proposal to aid banned South Africans gains support. 
Swedish Ecumenical Council accepts Gatholic Churches shesnaeycet ones 
Closer relations with European Catholic body set by CEC officers. . 
WCC delegation in Poland. .-+-+-+-+-> <bee 
Special article: The Ecumenical Tide 

by Emilianos TrmLSG UGE ou +o eels iat tse ai 
Mutual recognition of Baptism signed by Belgians. 
Regional ecumenical commission for North Germany. 


Church-State Relations 
Polish Protestants regain churches. . - + «+ « 
Jerusalem wants proposal on holy places, Mayor. says » + + * *.° 
East German church federation approves aid to racially oppressed. 
Swedish parliament approves aid to non-Lutheran churches. 
South African church will bank WCC membership fee. +++: >: 


State churches: Scandinavian BianeEs Seas e doen Mateo” Wes" 


Christians believe East German Government restricts education - 


Church Union Negotiations 
Two U.S. Presbyterian bodies to continue union talks. . ...-. > 
New York clergy discuss uniting of Episcopal/Catholic dioceses. 


Church of: England provisionally approves UALON GS]. CRES GV REISS Nels 
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Consultation on Church Union acts on Eucharist, racial justice. 
United church for Ceylon due in one year's time ......s+-.-s 
Proposals made for speeding Canadian church union. ... +. +s 


Communication 
Variety of women's roles stressed at Vienna meeting .— 
Protestant film jury hails young filmmakers ...... pete Thiet 
New Ecumenical Press Service for 1972 .....+4++-s-s 


Confessional, Denominational and Organisational Life and Structure © 


Two U.S. Presbyterian bodies to continue union talks. ..... 
U.K. Methodists to raise ethics of South African investments. 
Polish Protestants regain churches. pete epee 
Iran's churches light 2,500 candles... . SOUS Ose é 
Kyodan leader to consult district chiefs on goptarts for assembly. 
Cuts in overséas mission personnel predicted by two U.S. churches 
Conflict‘and cooperation in African churches. ... ...... 


Latin American Lutherans break fresh ground ...... 
German conservatives form conference. .-s'. « «© « « © « © « « % 
Seminar in“Kievy ¢ : é a4 yea 4 oe BOL4% 


Moderate optimism over “WSCF" Ss fitite expressed “he dirbbtoks 
Obligation to work for justice stressed by CICARWS director . 
State churches: Scandinavian changes?. i. «+ « 2 2 6 se se ee 


Conscientious Objectors and Military Exemption 
Draft exemption for seminarians questioned. .....+..-. - 


Deve lopment 


Use local expertise, say African experts. « . 2.2 es 2 ee ee 
New mandate for SODEPAX puts stress on Africa... . 1OLSK 
Justice comes first in church’development work, says CCPD 3 S@1uIS 
Regional growth in WSCF work. ... . . iN me & ew om ll 
Latin America, development, relief Agua ciate! crake acs news .. 
Churches work among Pakistan refugees . . - «+ + + «+ + © © @ 
German churchman urges: more ig aa Bidilol weale\Aidtiug om 
Hope in the desert... . be Ai Yinsin hereto Lb .26 
Obligation to work for sits tire rey by “CICARWS Jdirector : 
Caribbean conference sketches churches’ role in change. ... . 
New Minister of Religion speaks to Indonesian Council of Churches 


News round up % ‘se % ‘se 4s farPa %s) fee Sel Pe) “mee Sale, PR PRL 
Education 

Dr. Coe designated director of Theological Education Fund . . 
Repression hinders education, assembly told. ...+.+-+-+-+-s 
Resional growth in WSCK works. sc. «:-  «- «°® joe ails hab Fpl seh naan 
Closing of phikehpte seminary denied..... « + HIP IIAI SA a3 
WCCE calls for "radical change" in educartowals al and methods. 
Scholarships given Third Wortdera "Po Kien, Mp .eeOHOIG. SMA we 
Vote for integration...boost to education... oes s2aua5. Rage 


World YWCA Council pledges "Education for Change" qe Susan Zitat. 
Bossey graduate school enrolls %O“stadent’s 4. f) iw gasuda. maar. 
Near East churches seek ecumenical basis for. religious education. 
Education goes regional . oF, Temes Say Pay hee, (FOR SPRL R68 
New cultural institute Pre oe in Geneva . «. sennetel oseae « 
Educational reform is topic-of.German church synod. . . «+++ 


WCC scholarship programme says financial support lags « . « 2’. « 
Christians believe East German Government restricts. education: me 
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Ethics 


Usk Methodists to raise ethics of South African investments. 


Evangelism 
Fewer missionaries needed in India. ... - 


Four-year evangelism emphasis voted by world Methodist meet 
European evangelism congress stimulates national campaigns. 
CWME assembly switched to Bangkok, focus set. 

Tribute paid to evangelism secretary. 


Family Life 
Christian family life groups agree to mutual exchange . 
When families go into action. i peSSone 
Mixed marriage commission holds first meeting . 


Festivals and Anniversaries 
Iran's churches light 2,500 candles . ... - + + +> 
Potter reassesses mission on CWME's 50th birthday . 
A Christmas Message by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake. . 


General 
Photo Oikoumene .. ¢ ayes dss lass g. Vad. 48 
ProetarOlkoamene © cs. ss 8 a 8 ke ee 8 YOR 
Photo Orkoumene <¢ .°. 2 4 sae8lese Jee ees 
Photo O1koumene =. sss .18**s*2 2 * 
Photo Oikoumene . . 
Deo aeG IE oene Uabehinhs wai she SOs bess Perasesis ur Spode 
Photo Oikoumene .«.. 2. sashals idoue.tes 


Health and Healing 
Pressure on church hospitals to join national plans grows 


Ethiopian health needs prompt church-government cooperation . 


Human Rights 
Pakistan, human rights engage CCIA Executive. . «+ + « «© s 
Executive Committee acts on human rights, environment .. .- 
The Executive Committee in Sofia. 
CCIA .cables Pakistan, »Indian,leaders< wu.’ dq eitiqeeses.. Ws 
Norway's bishops want action on human rights violations 
SODEPAX seeks advice of human rights specialists. 


Inter-Church Aid (see also Refugees and Relief) 
CICARWS project askings total over $20 million. 
Japanese church sends fraternal worker to Seattle 


Churches respond to New Guinea ‘quakes. - - 

Relief for Northern Ireland .. +++ ++ 3s 

Hoge kuetuerdesert., «soe es 5 6s el 

Happy people gripped by URAC esate Oe ie ys 

WCC cables first response to Orissa cyclones. isos soe es fe 


Africatasforgottenpeople « 4 + «+s 5 sadbal«ag baboon: se 
HEKS provides jobs for India's handicapped. 

Europe inter-church aid consultation set for 1972 ....-+ 
WCC assists disaster planning in St. Vincent ars creo yous 


Inter-Confessional Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 
Pulpit/altar fellowship urged for U.S. Reformed/Lutherans 
WARC executive body applauds talks on two Troucs. 27s 2" 
Better relations with Catholics sought by two U.K. groups 


Rome's view of Reformation underlies Worms request on Luther — Appel. 


13 


age 


. 24 


14 EPS Index/July-December, 


Lutheran, Reformed delegates work at European concordat ....... 


News round-up... RISD Le IS BIAS OZ LEL.02 CLEAIOU ISS, 

Statement on sain Gane fellowship welcomed ..... ¢ 5 i coule ee oe 

Near East churches seek ecumenical basis for religious education, ar 

eee MATE ROT a ce aU dae ele. Gk Sime 1 es © ok oa ee ae ee 

The *Leuenvere Cseceiu ss «sy. ask eos Ak hee 8h ee. we eee ee ere 
Inter-Faith Relations, Contacts and Exchanges ; 

NCC consultant visits China with second student group... ome JOS 


Jewish-Christian relations seen in biblical Por syaceLve by WCC group. 
Christian/Muslim dialogue planned for middle of WP SOT OOP ng ar 


International Affairs, War and Peace 
Vietnam > a. .racial.war. «,» sGs9ee0 747i7 ebled soiacsitguips, sguizoem fb 
Pakistan, human rights engage CCIA Executive. . “se ae 
United Church of Christ hits government deception on fat btee Sin. 


Church leaders applaud Nixon's China visit. ........ 

Church mission to Sudan... . Saat gio ele, et oe de a a i 
New C.P.C. leadership chosen at 4th ateente aes. wetAd eT et eta og 

Blake joins appeal to end killing in Vietnam, . . « «ss » » » « » 2m9 


Reconciliation is two-way process, EKD president says ......... 
Happy. people.gripped.by: tragedy.» «.0.6 je» «bf wow! «! wrac we Ot ammogrL 
CCIA alerts commissioners to UN's budget crisis ......+..e-e see 


GCCIA-.cables Pakistan, Indian-leaders. « «ss # « « s « » OROIy ¢ 
European churches age Northern Ireland; British council asks tasting 
eOlution. s-« « : * 


SODEPAX seeks abeides of baie rieies seal atlases 


Leisure Activity 


Tourism, .Pilgrimages; presaures®is50.8.0, 92. 2ieorgeod, Hotes 


Literature and Publications 


New ecumenical hymnbook due in 1973 ...... at) -iWew wo 6 OFBLE 4 
Evangelical Literature Centre marks UNESCO book year. ......... 
French .Protestant magazine ‘torceasedaiy gaeut HG.eJo8 vost impod evituns 
New Ecumenical .Press .Service.for.1972 . .esl0@.ai pagajogey aviducexd « 


First ecumenical .New.Testament-in. Germaniseiinedbal.geteaivad eeldes. A: 


Migrants 
Berlin synod hits prejudice against foreign workers ......... 
Consultation of migrants planned for April '72............ 


Ministry 
No 40-hour week for pastore?. .°; 2 sh ets 2k de eh pe heen wees 
Pay equalization for at dhoeid in southern Africa be Pea Pshtet ghctepiete rete 
Angitesn: Chavch te’ ordatq’ tes women... sus 12ers ae ea ee 


Mission 
Angola, women's lib are foci of WCC institution studies ......". 
Fewer missionaries.needed in -India. «us « « « Siqneq. eetzogzoti a, 
Humanizing industrial mission » Soadeatonpi'. a. ei0ol. tot adeg debivoga.2) 


Visible unity, mission, women's role pressed. in world meetings. .... 


Orthodox mission study centre opens in’Athens ........2.. 2.868. 
Cuts in overseas mission personnel predicted by two U.S. churches . . . 
Political action of Norwegian seminarians causes Orem ry renee er ee aera 
German. mission. Workers denied ol 886 ccc sles cle eee eo ne ok aoe 
German mission conference hears danger of neutrality. fe a a a AE tg 
The Executive Committee in ON Bia in ich ol kas a er te ee ae 
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CWME assembly switched. to Bangkok, focus set. - 
Action of White Fathers commended to Protestants. .. 
Timely texts on salvation to aid pre-assembly study . 


Pressure on church hospitals to join national plans grows ..... 
Potter reassesses mission on CWME's 50th birthday . : 
Western mission efforts under fire at several U.S. meetings ... . 
African urban industrial mission leaders meet 

News round-up... . ar) Ske Ae 928 fame) .SW itn 39% 


Industrial chaplains eaten eiaata Market aejaledaeilts : 
Two new organisations carry on work of Paris mission society. 


Mixed Marriage 
WARC executive body applauds talks on two fronts. ....... 
Mixed marriage commission holds first meeting .......+.-.. 


Orthodox Churches 
Closing of Orthodox seminary denied . — ; 
Orthodox ready for talks with Old Catholics, aaeid canal 


Orthodox mission study centre opens in Athens... ~ 6 « stm nToOs 
Nature of Christ discussed by Oriental dutiodéx/Cathaties PONG /MITK 
Correction. Golde : : -2G) BUG 


Ecumenical spirit pievodta iaeeataaeign wy dpi paeriarth 3 
Unity in faith affirmed by European Orthodox youth. . Fate 
Greek Orthodox leader for Germany killed in auto accident... 


Other Living Faiths 
Jewish-Christian relations seen in biblical perspective by WCC group. 
Christian/Muslim dialogue planned for middle of '72 


Personal Liberty, Morality 


Norway's bishops want action on human rights violations 


Personalities 
Third World churches have aided ecumenical movement -- Potter . . 
Dr. Coe designated director of Theological Education Fund ...... 


Churchmen protest house arrest of South African priest (Cosmas Desmond) 
Tribute paid to evangelism secretary (Hollenweger). ... . 


Potter reassesses mission on CWME's 50th birthday ....... 
Theologians support King. . . a6. bd ; . Aes 

New cultural institute eeegeele in peo (Rr edie) j af msm a s0% soi 
Valdo Galland of CWME staff dies. an fox 

Two LWF executives refused entry to anki Agrieae tts NIG T4qneAd 2 
Christian criticism of dean's sentence mounts... t genom e«oenels 
Ecumenical spirit pervades installation of Coptic prt: oepur~ Larrea 


Greek Orthodox leader for Germany'killed in auto accident (Lakovos) . 


Race Relations 


South African consultation postponed. . .. +++ ++ +e -s 

Belo iake eteraremencte. Cee R tee 8, ste ee ns ese bo tye ee 
Ponrespondence. . 1. se 6 sk te 8 wee fe ts 

Pe ROSLSCTLDt ti oeeh hoesiwatets Poin natione? Siams BPA oT Stes 
Cetbacks..and, pLOSVESS n+ ee see esieus oe sis Veh aa es 

Vietnam - a racial war... . ° , ue es ds BG har Ig peer es aa 
U.K. Methodists to raise seni ch Ae South sie tngestheRts" Sora ier? 
Churchmen protest house arrest of South Arrican priest. © ss =» « 


East German Church Federation approves aid to racially oppressed. . . 
Apartheid likened to Nazism by South African churchmen. . 
RUCARU SR EMEIVE MEGES: =. ks <8 ie ole el me ew ee we mee 


German church makes grant to Christian Institute... +--+ +++ ++e-s 
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World YWCA Council pledges "Education for Change". . 
Rhodesians charge police pay church informers. .. . 


— . ° 


South-West African Lutherans meet Prime Minister Vorster . 


World Council makes further grants to combat racism. 
Black churchmen in U.S. ask probe of prison deaths . 
South African leader opposes visit by WCC delegation 


WCC aided three Angolan groups to avoid politics, Blake says .... 


The Executive Committee in Sofia...... 
News round-up... . Soh etaike) ide 
WCC receives thanks foi “UNITA ateit: 7 St sriss 


. . . . ° 


Consultation on Church Union acts on Ruchartvt, Yacial. “justice ‘s +. i, 
East German Christians give $418,000 to liberation groups. 
Pay equalization for clergy in southern Africa studied . 


Regular support needed by liberation movements . 


- 


Anglican diocese asks probe of South African torture charges ..... 


S.A. Presbyterians stay in WCC . 2. . « s)ei%5 680% 

UN Day gives waboee to) combat, raciemis) 51Q Niiw.en 
News round-up. . . . » AORGO sisns5. 
AACC starts a eaakeekh to on Sizhkos racism, tribalism. . 


. 


. . . . . . 


. o . . . ° 


Church of England commends WCC grants for raising race problem... . 
Anglican proposal to aid banned South Africans gains support... . . 


News round-up. . . s4GiSt Shae yd & 
WCC gathering caskhiiihe to (Ang lo} Rhelibhtin pact. .. 
Anti-racism fund receives gifts from Netherlands. . 
BCC officers voice concern on test of. acceptability. 


German churches to give aid to Christian Institute in S.A. ...... 


Anglo/Rhodesian pact questioned by BCC document, Dr. Ramsey. 


Religious leaders join Durban protest on detention law . 


Refugees and Relief 


Setbacks and progress. .... .- ee 
WCC sets India/Pakistan appeal at $4 million aim OVS 


. 


EACC representative reports food needs in East Pakistan. 


World Council team report on Dacea visit ...... 


Latin America, development, relief dominate ecumenical news. ..... 


Church and secular agencies operate joint relief flight. ...... .. 


Massive UN famine relief programme for East Pakistan 
Churches work among Pakistan refugees. .....4s.-. 
Relief for Northern.Ireland, . <=» « .» »« semi S)a%% 
Floods hamper work with Pakistan refugees. ..... 
WCC releases money for medical work in East Pakistan 
News round-up. .°.8i7g6. 36% o@ Ba, tel legen abu 
Prayer, sacrifice asked for Paka ent refugees . . . 


Stop aid to Pakistan government, Dutch Christians say. 


News “Tround-wi. ox. 5° 6.0 «sis wale ce aks AC anes 
WCC cables first response to Orissa cyclone. .... 
German relief agency steps up refugee aid. ..... 
Atvica'ls LOroOtten sMEODAG suie 4. 00% 4 ue: ie) nu ae ee ae 
News TOUnG "UD ec sins nn). «cemems en mee 
WCC sends further $850,000 For erues work in India 
WCC assistance to refugees tops $7 million..... 


wcc's largest relief/rehabilitation programme ever draws 


asked 


in Toronto. 


. . ° ~ ° ° 


to a close. . 
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Religious Liberty 


Rhodesians charge police pay church informers .... +. ++ +e ee +s 22 

Theolori als StM@MpOTEMKUNGe. elsc su oh te Wl elie Me ob eis el el syle yim, frig © a's 26 

Christians believe East German Government restricts education ..... . 32 
Renewal 


Dialogue on work of: Holy Spirite planned? :.) 3? {05 et Se ees 6 32 


Sacraments 
Anglican/Roman Catholic commission gets agreement on the Buchan ste te 24 
Consultation on Church Union acts on Eucharist, racial justice. ..... 27 
Mutual recognition of Baptism signed by Belgians. ......+.+-+ +++. 32 
Proposals made for speeding Canadian church union. .........-+.- 33 


Science and Technology 


Study on genetics and Christian responsibility requested. ........ 1/ 
Beyond beer bottles and oil spills.’.'. <1 2.6 6 ee ee ee ee es VELL 
Executive Committee acts on human rights, environment ......... . 24 


Social, Political and Legal Problems and Christian Action 


Study on genetics and Christian responsibility requested. ...++-+-+-s L7 
Third World churches have aided ecumenical movement -- Potter ...... l/ 
Leadership role of national councils stressed by conference .....+-. - 18 
U.K. Methodists to raise ethics of South African investments. ..... . 18 
Churchmen protest house arrest of South African popen ls) teh A ek eer pers el 
Apartheid likened to Nazism by South African churchmen. ...-+..-+-s ; 20 
Humanizing industrial relations... CH REE eee Aes Fate ye so ‘VII 
Madagascar: the wrath of the rin ee Sho et ee orem gmee Sl ECM Ree? VEEL 
Beyond beer bottles and oil spills. . «2 - 6 6 e+ se ee se ee ees VIII 
World Council makes further grants to combat racism. .....+-++-s- yas) 
Argentine Methodists hit actions of military regime ..+-..+-++++-s-s 23 
Political action of Norwegian seminarians causes comment. ....... . 23 
Executive Committee acts on human rights, environment. ........ . 24 
Irish Presbyterians oppose lawlessness. .. . Ps ai ty Sank eke Suk er Ck ee 
Black churchmen in U.S. ask probe of prison acatnan eT DANE BOR SLOG 
WARC delegation to visit Irish Presbyterian Church. . . . + + ++ + +s + 25 
Church's role in Japanese new towns . . - s+ + + 6 e+ © ee ee ee ee 25 
Common Market debate enters the pulpit... . PETERS Vio BORE eae es 
Opposition to hanging voiced by Kenyan church leaders a a ess Gor Velen cul, 
Regular support needed by liberation movements... ... +s p>-+«+ ++ 2] 
African urban industrial mission leaders meet . . «+ + + + + + e+ © © © @ + 28 
AACC starts programme to fight racism, Prd Haan eee” oe soa tales sh ethe ge a 
Industrial chaplains watch Common Market developments .- +. +++ +++ > 29 
Christian criticism of dean's sentence mounts ... +++ + ++ +s + +e: oo 
Anglican proposal to aid banned South Africans gains support. ..... . 30 
Former Rhodesian leader asks free discussion. . .-. +++ +++ s+ ses oul 
Berlin synod hits prejudice against foreign workers . . + + + + + + se + 32 
Religious leaders join Durban protest on MECeNt One laws apa ve begeinee: «ih Ge oo 


Social Service 
Pressure on Church hospitals to join national plans grows ...+ +++ + 26 
Obligation to work for justice stressed by CICARWS director ...... + 30 


Spiritual Life 
Timely texts on salvation to aid pre-assembly study .. +--+ +++ +s > 26 
Dialogue on work of Holy Spirit, planned...) lous (+) vileue: «2.5 (s (eic0' 6) ote 32 
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Theology . 
Nature of Christ discussed by Oriental-Orthodox/Catholics. ..... 
Correction: s+ 5". vie Yn tee iw ee eel yeaa PRR oe te noe 


New trees on Faith and Order lanastave ee Serre ae 

German conservatives form’conference’ . 4s 4). “Gomtleee <. a: cw on ol ws 
The Leuenberg Concord. .... op bq «) ¥ekye Sl OH oe Hrowend aun 
7th Day Adventist/WCC Sitioced 4 in “Ith year etice. Alda 


Violence and Nonviolence 
Violence/nonviolence programme outlined. . ..... ss. see ee es 
irish Presbyterians oppose, lawlesaness@ % 4,00 ea me iscad 26. 0o)4 bn0coes & 
Funds given for WCC nonviolence study. «sate. nai osc 363 ba ahes 


Women 

Variety of women's roles stressed at Vienna meeting. ........ 
Angola, women's lib are foci of WCC institution studies. ....... 
Protestant film jury, hailg,young, filemakersawsd no. 6956 «502 Séned cous 
Ordination of women for New Zealand? ......... ot ine eee yeaa 
African women covet active 9 in political, church tice eee 
Visible unity, mission, women's role pressed in world meetings .... 
West African women discuss politics, projects, planning. .. . 

Peace programme, Vienna follow-up planned by women's group..... . 
AnglicanChurch’to°ordain® two" womens.» esp ns) eres eae Rh at ibe se eh eee s 


Youth and Students 
Draft exemption for seminarians questioned ... .. sss se es 8 ws 
Regional prowth’ gn, WSCF woyk...\'.. > «. aati ed seds ti ieee ofS sthenee 
¥UGA, Executive meets .. .. sje) s, 9, 5. sobs ime bias >! os enanel seed eed fh 
What. ever happened to Agvapedes sadnny snd atabe san seek hanes? bone 
Political action of Norwegian seminarians causes comment ........ 
Life in Johannesburg studied... ,.~ es. sve se, ene sre a snostoe -lask 
ICYE includes world issues in young people's acy. 28 °994 JiomaD *eeie 
Photo Oikoumene. ... asad & o, ©, wF aeekives ® seer ene bt etvdees 
Moderate optimism over WSCF" s cuban expressed by director ...... 
Unity in faith affirmed by European Orthodox youth ......... 
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